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X H I S fhort hiftory commences at a time, when the whole alpeifl: Chap. I , 
of the American war 'experienced a change the mold critical and 

B interefting ; . 



t; AMTAfiSW’ A 17S1, Vlftt 



■ Chap. I. iutereftiag; when profpeas, big ^ith the utmofi importance, fpraiig 
a variety of fhapes, and gave birth to thofe decifive events 
which fo fpeedily ioMowed. Whilft ftveral Enropean powers pri- 
vately afTifted the colonies, in oppofition to the mother country, 
they undoubtedly injured the interefls of Great Britain, without 
allowing her the advantage of reprifal ; but when France and Sp^in 
thew off the mafk, and openly embraced the caufe of American ni- 
dependence, the nature of the war underweitt a manifeft alteration. 
From that epoch, different politicai, as well as naval and mditary 
nieafures, might have been adopted. The magnitude of the con- 
federacy was evident; and fortunate would it have been for Eng- 
land, had Ihe attacked the vulnerable lituation of her avowed ene- 
mies at that momentous and critical period. An immediate atten- 
tion to the Weft Indies, and an early evacuation of New York, 
might have produced fuch important confequences, as would in all 
human probability, have given a different termination to the war*. 
Her blood and treafures might then have been faved ; her natural 
enemies might then have been humbled ; and America would have 

reforted again to the proteaion of her parent ftate, after Great Bri- 
tain had vindicated her own dignity, and eftablifhed that pre-emi- 
nence, which fhe had acquired in her late conteft with the houfe^ 
of Bourbon. But as it is intended only to enter into a detail of 
occurrences which took place in the fouthern provinces, during the 
campaigns of 1780 and 1781, and not to deviate into political dif- 
; ^ , quifitions, it will be fufficient to point out the primary caufe upon 

which the principal events were hinged, and then proceed to the 
narrative of military operations. 

Bsa-rf In the autumn of the year 1779, Congrefs was confiderably ad- 

r SS vanced in credit and power by the military combination in Geor^a. 

t Til®' 



SOUTHERl^ 

The appearance of the French, although the attack upon Savannah I. 
was not crowned with fuccefs, re-animated the expiring vigour 
of the defponding' Americans, and confirmed the attachment of 
the unfteady* The lofs of the naval fuperiority prefented an uii- 
expeSed fcene to the Britifh commander hi chief, counteradted the 
promife of the minifter, (i) and equally deranged the intentions 
of both. After that event, Adminiflration could never hope for a 
fortunate period to the American war, except in full confidence 
that the fleets of England could prevent the fhips of France, from 
giving interruption to the military operations in that quarter of 
the globe: And undoubtedly, the fuccefs of the commander in 
chief on the weflern continent, and the future expedations of the 
ioyalifls, could only be founded on the permanent fuperiority of 
the Britifli navy. 


During the fiege of Savannah, Sir Henry Clinton withdrew the Rtode Ifland 

evacuated* 

garrifon from Rhode Ifland, and by concentrating his force, he 
prepared for a vigorous defence^ if attacked at New York, or for 
ofFenfive operations, after the departure of the French from the 
American coaft. The failure of D’Eflaing .in Georgia, and the 
approach of December, caufed the numerous levies of militia to 
difperfe, and the continental army to retire to winter quarters in 
tlie Jerfies and upon Hudfon’s river. 


Upon receiving intelligence of thefe events. Sir Henry Clinton Embarkatioa 
ordered a number of tranfports to be fitted up for the reception 
of a corps of about eight thoufand five hundred men *, llkewife, horfe, 
ordnance, and viduailing veffels, requifite fo# fuch an army. South 


fi) jbord George OernSluaV > ■ 
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Carolina 
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;; 4 CAMPAIGNS OF I^So AND I781 IN THE 

Chap. I. Carolina fuggefted Itfelf as tbe grand objedl of enterprize ; tlie mild» 
nefs of the climate, the richnefs of the countrj, its vicinity to Geor- 
gia, and its diftance from General Wafhington, pointed out the advan- 
tage and facility of its conquefc As foon (a.) as the commander in 

! chief had certain intelligence of the return of the French fleet to the 
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Weft Indies, he arranged the public bafinefs at New York, committed 
the command of the King’s troops during his abfence to Lieutenant- 
general Knyphaufen, and embarked with four flank battalions, twelve 
regiments and corps, Britifh, Heftian, and Provincial, a powerful de- 
tachment of artillery, two hundred and fifty cavalry, and ample Tup- 
plies of military ftores and provifions*. 

i SirHemy VicE-ADMrB.AL Arbuthiiot, With a naval force competent to the 
I New'* purpofe, and which was fuperior to any thing in the American feas^ 
i drives M prepared to convoy this expedition to the place of its deftination. On 
the afith of December 1 779, the whole fleet got under way, and with- 
out difficulty cleared the ice in New-York harbour.. For a few days:, 
the weather proved favourable^ the admiral led the van, and kept in 
jfhore ; but this gleam of good fortune was not fuffieiently permanent' 
to give a fortunate termioatbaUd. the voyage t a fucceflk»n (b.) of 
' liorms dilperfefl the fleet; few {hips arrived at Ty bee in Georgia be- 

, fore the end of January,, fome were taken, others feparated, one ord- 

nance veflel foundered, moft of the artillery, and all the cavalry 
DlfEcijlties tohorfes periftied. Thefe accidents greatly deranged and impeded the 
fore the fiegftiritended attack upon Charles town^ The lofs of ftores , cavalry, 

: towa. and military equipage, would have been- fenfibly felt in. any fituation j 
:• prefent, nearly proved deftruftive^ to the expedkioui The 

commander, in chief, wi$h. the afliftance of the admiral, the generals j. 


(a.) In note. B.. 


(b.) In note B. 



and other officers, fought with indefatigable ardour to remedy thele Chap. I 
misfortunes.. The troops who had fo gallantly defended Savannah' 
againft the joint efforts of the French -and Americans, welcomed the 
arrival of the rojal army, and contributed their endeavours to alle- 
viate prefent difficulties, and to participate in future glory. Accord- 
ing to American accounts, (a.-) the delay occafioned by the damage fuf- 
tained on the voyage, yielded the continentals, the ftate troops, and 
the militia, a favourable opportunity to augment the fortifications of 
Charles town, and by the united exertions of art and labour to ren- 
der them formidable. From this circumftance it may be inferred, that 
the croffes and accidents which had hitherto befallen the King’s 
troops, did not in ' the end prove a real calamity ; as the period con- 
fumed in reparation of the Ioffes fuftained, allowed time to the Ameri- 
cans, enabled them to affemble their forces,, and colledl provifions 
and other ftores neceffary for the garrifon, and finally, by affording 
them an opportunity to perfedl their fortificatioiis, gave them confi* 
deuce (b.) to hazard, their lives and fortunes upon the event of a fiege.. 


Sir Henry Clinton loff no time in forwarding the original iiiten-- 
tlon of the expedition. On the loth of February 1780, the tranf- 
ports, with great part of the army on board, convoyed by a proper 
force, failed from Savannah to (c.) North Ediffo, the place of de- 
barkatiouj which had been previoufly appointed.. They had a fa- 
vourable and fpeedy (a.) paffage ; and though it required time to 
have the bar explored, and the channel’, marked, by the a(2:ivity of 
tire navy, thefe difficulties were furmounted,. the tranlports. all entered' 
the harbour the next day, and the. army immediately took poffeffioiit 
of John’s ifland and Stono ferry;. James’ ifland, Perreneau’s landi- 


(a.) In not© F. 
“ing. 
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Chap. I. ing, Wappo cut, and other adjacent places, wete foon afterwards 
obtained; and by a bridge thrown over the canal, the neceflary com- 
munications were fecu red, and the advanced part of the King’s army 
occupied the bank of Afhley river, dppofite to Gharles town : This 
pofition, for the prefent, was the moft eligible that could be efta- 
bliftied ; the air was healthful, and provifions were plentiful ; its fitu- 
ation equally covered the Wappo cut, through which the boats and 
gallies were to pafs for the crofffing the troops over Afhley river, and 
protedled the corps which was to march under the command of Bri- 
gadier-general Patterfon from Savannah. 


When the commander in chief quitted that place, to proceed to 
the neighbourhood of Charles town, many of the tranfports were 
not arrived from the voyage ; the lofs of men and ftores, made it ne- 
ceflary to difpatch an order to New York for reinforcements of both, 
from that garrifon. Intelligence was now daily obtained, that the 
defences of Charles town increafed very faft, and that the troops 
■who were to maintain them, received hourly additions from Virginia 
and the two Carolinas. In confequence of this information, the gene- 
ral did not hefitatr to make, prepaiations, to affemblc in greater force 
than appeared requifite at th* firft view of the expedition ; in addition, 
therefore, to tire order conveyed' to the northward, commands were 
forwarded to Major-general Prevoft, to fend a detachment of twelve 
hundred (d.) men, the cavalry inclufive, from the garrifon of Savan- 
nah.> This order reached its deftination, before Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarieton with the principal part of the dragoons, arrived in Tybee 
harbour. He found the condition of his corps mortifying and diftref- 
fmg ; the horfes of both officers and men, which had been embarked 


a 


r. ' 


'■j ■ - -.w 
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in excellent order were delirojed, owing" to the badnefs of 'the velTels Cbap. I. 
employed to tranfport them, or to the feverity of the weather on the 
paflage ; and unfortunately there was no fubftitute to be found in 
Georgia to remedy fuch a eataftrophe. In this forlorn, condition, 
Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton requefted the ufe of fome of the quarter- 
mafter-generars boats, to tranfport his men and furniture to Port-. 

Royal ifland, in order to colleft at that place, from friends aiid ene- 
mies, by money or by force, all the horfes belonging to the iflands in. 
the neighbourhood.. This, demand was complied with, as there was no 
other chance of obtaining horfes to carry the dragoons and their ap- 
pointments to Brigadier-general Patterfon’s corps, which was loon to 
march in the vicinity of that quarter, on its route to the main army.. 


About the middle of March, General Patterfon croffed the Savan- 
nah river, and on, his march towards the Cambayee, through fwamps 
and difficult paffes, had frequent Ikirmifhes with the militia of the 
country: A cafual. engagement likewife took place between Majors 
Fergufoii and Cochrane, the former with his own corps, the latter 
with the infantry of the Brltiffi legion ;. in which, the intrepidity and 
prefence of mind of the leaders prevented any fatal extremity. Thefe 
aflive officers, with their light troops, moved on the flanks of Briga- 
dier-general Patterfon’s command, and each receiving intelligence of a 
corps of the enemy in the front, thought to furprife the Americans, 
and by an attack in the night deliver the main body from moleftatibn. . 
Fergufoii marched, and arrived early in the night near the poll: fronds 
which he meant to diflodge the enemy ; he found they were de-- 
camped, and he took their pofition, as the King’s troops were to pafs • 
near it in the morning : Cochrane reached the place before day, and ; 
judging by the fires that the enemy were flill in. polTeffion, he led his 
men to the attack with fixed bayonets, when the two commanders, , 


I 
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Chap. I. front of theif refpe£tive torps, recognized each other’s voice, and 
fupprelTed a confliO: which might have been both mortifying and de- 
ftrudive. Officers of this enterpriling defcriptiori, removed the diffi- 
culties which occurred to General Patterfon, on his inarch through a 
•country interfefted with creeks and morafles, and facilitated his ap- 
proach to the neighbourhood of Port- Royal ifland ; from whence, he 
difpatched an order to Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, to join him with 
the cavalry, then lying at Beaufort, if he had affembled a fufficient 
number of horfes to remount the dragoons ; the number was com- 
plete, but the quality was inferior to thofe embarked at New York 
■by the detachment of the 17th light dragoons, and by the legion. 
The corps felt not difcouraged by this circumftance, but inflantly 
joining General Patter fon, fought for occafion to acquire better horfes 
by exertion and entefprifb. The inhabitants of Carolina having heard 
of the lofs of the cavalry horfes at fea, had flattered themfelves that 
•they could not be fyeedily recruited. In order to confine the Britifli 
troops as much as poflable to the line of march, and to prevent their 
coliefting horfes in the country, fome of them accoutred themfelves as 
cavaliers, and a few days after the junflion. of the dragoons from 
Beaufort, ventuiiods to Jnfiilt the front of General Patterfon’s corps, 
which was compofed^ of his cavalry, who made a charge, unexpe£led 
By the Americans, and without any lofs took fome prifoners, and ob- 
tained a number of horfes. This affair was nearly counterbalanced in 
the neighbourhood of Rantol’s bridge, where a body of the continen- 
-tal cavalry, coufifting of Walhington’s , and Bland’s light horfe, and 
PulAi’s huffars, '. carried off Lieutenant-colonel , Hamilton, of the 
HrOTh-Garolina provmcial regiment, with fome other prifoners ; and 
owing to the impiudencp of .the, officer who commanded the advanced 
guard of the Britiih dragoons, font in purfuit, was on the point of 
gaining advantage over that corps. The error was reaified, and the 

3 1 affair 




affair ended with equal lofs to both parties. Nothing material oc- Chap^i. ■ 
curred from this period, and General Patterfon foon after joined Sir 
Henry Clinton, who was occupied in eftablilhing niagazlnes, and 
eredling works to defend the s^oramunicationa, near .the banks of (a.) 

Alhley river. 


Captain Elphinffone of the navy, having ftadoned the -gallies to The a^y 
protefl: the boats on their paffage with the troops to the neck, twelve river, 
miles above Charles town, the main body of the forces moved from 
their ground, embarked, and croffed the river on the 39th of March 
without oppofition. (b.) On the following day. Sir Henry Clinton 
ordered the light infantry and yagers, fupported by the grenadiers, and 
the other .corps and regiments, to gain the principal road, and move 
on towards the lines of the enemy. A few fcattered parties of the 
Americans jQcirmhhed with the head of the column, and after wounds 
ing the Earl of Caithnefs, ailing aid-de-camp to the commander io 
chief, and a few private men, fell back to their fortifications, The 
royal army, without farther moleffation, took a pofition acrofs the 
neck, about a mile and half from Charles town, .and effedlualiy in- 
yefted it, between the rivers Afhley and Copper, 


•Great part of Brigadier-general Patterfbii’s command was left near 
Wappo cut, in order to guard the magazines, till the main body 
fliould gain the neck ; when a paffage acrofs Afhley river was to be 
fought for, nearer the town, for the conveniency of tranfpjorting all 
the requifites for a fiege. Captain Elphinftone fbon difeo vexed a land- 
ing place, which fhortened the trouble and delay attendant upon land 
carriage, and by which the King’s troops received fupplies of cannon^ 
ffores, provifions, and baggage, with facility and expedition. 

In note E. (i>.) In note E, ' . 
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T'he general and his engineers having fixed upon the point and 
mode of attack, a large working party broke ground, under cover of 
an advanced detachment, on the night of the ift of April: (c.) Tw® 
large/ redoubts were thrown up within eight hundred yards of the 
American lines, and were not difcovered before day-break, when the 
fire from the town had very inconfiderable effcdl. The next evening, 
another redoubt was added, and for five fucceffive days and nights, 
the labour of the artificers and foldiers was diredled to the eonflruc- 
tion of batteries, which on the (d.) eighth were ccunpleted with ar- 
tillery. ' ^ ^ 

The admiral In the mean time. Admiral Arbuthnot had been fully occupied in 
fffo«*°^*^*accompli{hing the general’s wiflies ; heavy cannon (b.) were collefled 
from the iine-of-battle fliips, and conveyed to the magazines ; detach- 
ments of feamen were furnilhed to ad on Ihore, under the command 
. of 'Gaptains Mphinftone and Evans ; and preparations were made for 
paffing Charles-town bar, to fecond more effedually the operations 
of the army : For this latter purpofe, he fhifted his flag from the 
Europe, of the line, to the Roebuck of forty-four guns, which with 
the Renown and Romulus, were lightened of their (c.) guns, provi- 
fions, and water; the fmaller frigates being capable of paffing the 
without that previous exoneration. The bar was pafled on the 
20th of March without any accident, notwithftanding the enemy’s 
galleys attempted to prevent the boats from founding the channel. 
Ithe Americans had a confiderabie marine force in Charles-town har- 
bour, from which, powerful affiflance to their defences, and great 
obftrudibh to the approach of thife Britifh fleet,, might be equally ap- 
prehended i It confiRed of an American Ihip, built fince the com- 


(c.) In note F. 

mencement 


II 
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mencement of the war, and pierced for fixty guns, but mounting only Cjiap. I. . 
forty-four ; of feven frigates, of the fame country, from thirty-two to 
fixteen guns ; with a French frigate of twenty-fix guns, and a polacre 
of eighteen : Thefe at firft adopted, the plan of difputing the paffage 
up the channel, by mooring with their gallies at a narrow pafs be- 
tween Sullivan’s ifland and the middle ground, in which flation they 
could have raked the Britifli fquadron on its approach to fort Moul- 
trie ; but this defign was abandoned for a lefs judicious operation : 

The French and American armament retired, to the neighbourhood of 
Charles town, without yielding any afiiftance to the fortifications on 
Sullivan’s ifland, where being furniflbed with chevaux (d.) de frife, 
the Ihips were funk to block up the paflage of Cooper river, between 
the town and Shute’s folly. 

On the (e.) 9th of April, the admiral, by fignal, difcovered his- In- 
tention to the navy and army, of pafling Sullivan’s ifland, on which 
was confl:ru£l:ed a formidable fort, with batteries of heavy cannon. 

The Roebuck, Richmond, Romulus, Blonde, Virginia, Raleigh, Sand- 
wich, and Renown, weighed about one o’clock, and exhibited a mag- 
nificent and fatlsfaflory fpedtacle to the royalifl:s, by fteadily effefting 
their paflage, under the fire of the American batteries, with the tri- 
fling lofs of tweuty-feven men, killed and wounded ; The Acetus, a, 
ftorefliip, in following the fquadron, grounded, and. was' burnt ; other- 
wife the navy fuffered lefs than could have been expected from fo 
fevere a cannonade. The frigates now taking a pofition under James’ 
ifland, blocked up the harbour, and. Charles town was debarred from 
all communication with the country, in every point of its circum- 
fisrence, except in that quarter which faced the river Cooper. 

(e.) In note F» 
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Previous to the admiral’s paffing fort Moultrie, the commander in 
chief had ordered Major Andre, ading adjutant general, to dired Bri- 
gadier Patterfon to fend the cavalry, (a.) with two light companies and 
the legion infantry, to the main army, by a circuitous march up the 
banks of Afliley river : This movement was accompliflied without any 
oppofition from the American corps of cavaky and infantry which lay 
at Middleton’s plantation, near Goofe creek, no great diftance from 
the route of the Britifli troops. A large quantity of forage, and fome 
horfes, were coUeded on the march, by the detachment of the 17th 
light dragoons, and by the Britifh legion, previous to their arrival at 
the quarter houfe ; where. Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton received orders 
to take poft with his own corps, and to fend the I'^ht infantry for- 
wards to the army. 


Charles town 
fummoned 
loth April. 


At this period of the liege, and before the batteries opened, Sir 
Henry Clinton and Admiral Arbuthnot thought it advifable to fend a 
fummons (a.) to Major-general Lincoln, who commanded in Charles 
town, reprefenting the dangerous coniequences of a cannonade and 
jftorm, dating the prefent as the only favourable opportunity for pre- 
forving the lives and propettifis of the inhabitants, and warning the 
commander, that he flxould be refponfiWe for all the calamities which 
might be the refult of his temerity and obftinacy. General Lincoln an- 
fwered, (b.) that the fame duty and inclination which had prevented 
him from abandoning Charles' town, during fixty days knowledge of 
their hoftile intentions, operated now with equal force in prompting 
him to defend it to the lad extremity. 


The defences (e») of Charles town, on the land fide, confided of 
a chain of redoubts, lines, and batteries, extending from one river to 


In note E, 
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the other, and furnifhed with eighty caunoti and mortars ; tlie front Chap. I 
Works of each flank were ftrengthened by fwamps, originating from 
the neighbouring rivers, and' tending towards the center,- through 
which they were connefted by a canal’ paffing from one to the other : 
Between thefe outward impediments and the redoubts, were two 
ftrong rows of abbatis; the trees being buried flhnting in the earthy 
with their branches facing' outwards, formed a fraize work againft the 
aflaiiants ; and thefb were farther fecured by a ditch double picketted : 
lii the center, the natural defences were Inferior to thofe on the flanks 
fo remedy this defefl, and to cover the principal gate, a horn work of 
mafonry had been conftruffed, which being clofed during the liege, 
formed a- kind of citadel. The fortifications facing the two rivers and 
the harbour had been eredted with uncommon labour and expence : 

Ships with chevaux de frife, connedted by fpars and booms, were em- 
ployed to block up the channels, iii' order to hinder a near approach of 
the' King’s frigates ; and piles and pickets were fixed in- the ground^ 
at ail the landing places, to prevent any debarkation from boats : 

The whole extent was likewife covered by batteries, formed of earth 
and pimento wood, judicioufly placed, and mounted with- heavy 
cannon.. 


The garriibn", under the orders of Majoti-general Lincoln i was com* 
pofed often (£) weak continental and ftate (2.) regiments ; of militia, 
drawn from' the Carolinas and Virginia ; and of inhabitants of the 
town ; amounting in the whole to near fix thoufand men* exclufive of 
the failors. The body of regular troops, deftined for .this fervieej 
though afiifted by the militia and' by the inhabitants j was fcarcely 


(f.) In note E. 

(2.) State regiments, troops engaged by tb& different ftates, for a ftipulated period ofi 
twelve or eighteen months. 

ade(^uate- 
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Chap. I. adequate to the defeace of fuch extenfive fortifications, and coiild have 
been more ufefullj employed in the field ; where, judicious operations, 
aflifted by the refources to be found in the country, and by the ap- 
proaching heat of the feafon, would have proteded the greateft part 
of the fertile province of South Carolina, would have foon over- 
balanced the prefent fuperiority of the Britifli forces, and would ef- 
fedually have prevented the co-operation of the royal navy and army. 
General Wafhington adopted this line of aftion, when he abandoned 
New-York ifland for the Jerfies, when he yielded Philadelphia to the 
Englifh arms, and in many other iuftances, where a contrary con- 
duct, to all human appearance, would have unavoidably eftablifhed 
the fovereignty of Great Britain. 

On the rejeflion of the fumraons, the batteries (g.) were opened, 
and foon obtained a fuperiority over thole of the town. The offenfive 
operations of this fSege were advanced under the infpedtion of Major 
MoncreifFe, the principal engineer, whofe fame was fo juftly acknow- 
ledged in the late defence of Savannah: The attacks were planned 
with judgement, and the works were pufhed forward with induftry. 
Soon after the middle of April, the fccond parallel was carried within 
four hundred and fifty yards of the enemy’s main works, new batte- 
ries were con ftruded, and aU the communications were fecured. 

. Before this time, the Americans had joined a body of militia to 
fegwents of continental cavalry, and the command of the whole 
waa intrnfted to Brigadier-general Huger : This corps held pofifeflion 
of the forks and' paffes on Cooper river, and maintained a communi- 
cation with Charles town; by which, fupplies of men, arms, am- 


(g.) In note E. 


munition, 
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munition, and provifion, might be conveyed to the garrifon during the Cha? . 
fiegej and by which, the continental troops might efcape after the de- 
fences were deftroyed. Sir Henry Clinton was thoroughly fenfible of 
•the iuconveniencies that might arife from this fituation of the enemy’s 
light troops ; and being lately relieved by a detachment of failors and 
marines, from the charge of fort (h.) Johnfon, he directed his atten- 
tion to diflodge them from their pofiition. As foon as he received in- 
telligence of the arrival of a number of waggons, loaded with arms, 
ammunition, and clothing, from the northward, he fele£ted a detach- 
ment of one thoufand four hundred men, whom he committed to 
Lieu tenant- colonel Webfter, with orders to counteract the defigns of 
the Americans, and to break in upon the remaining communications 
of Charles town. 


On the lath of April, Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, being reinforced Americans 
at the quarter houfe by Major Fergufon’s corps of markfmen, advanced Monies coi 
to Goofe creek : Colonel Webfter arrived on the following day at the 
fame place, with the 33d and 64th regiments of infantry ; Tarleton 
again moved on in the evening, with his oviTn and Fergufon’s corps, 
towards Monk’s Corner, (i.) as had been previoufly concerted with 
the commander in chief, in order, if poffible, to furprife the Ameri- 
cans encamped at that place : An attack in the night was judged mofl 
advifable, as it would render the fuperiority of the enemy’s cavalry 
ufelefs, and would, perhaps, prefent a favourable opportunity of getting, 
polleliion of Biggin bridge, on Cooper river, without much lofs to the 
affailants. Profound filence was obferved ©n the march.. At fome dif- 
tance from Goofe creek, a negro was fecured by the advanced guard,, 
who dlfcovered him attempting to leave the road. A letter was takeii^ 


(h.) In note E 


(i.) In note E. 


ri'om 
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Chap. I. from Hs pocket, written by an officer in General Huger’s camp the af- 
teruooii of that day, and which he was charged to convey to the 
neighb Charles town : The contents of the letter, which 

was opened at a houfe not far diftant, and the negro’s intelligence,, 
purchafed for a few dollars, proved lucky incidents at this period : 
Lieutenant* colonel Tarleton’s information relative to the fituation of 
the enemy was now complete. It was evident, that the American 
cavalry had polled themfelves in front of Cooper river, and that the 
militia were placed in a meeting houfe, which commanded, the bridge, 
and were diftributed on the oppolite bank. At three o’clock in the 
morning, the advanced guard of dragoons and mounted infantry, 
fupported by the remainder of the legion and Fergufon’s corps, ap- 
proached the American port; : A watch word was immediately coni- 
municated to the officers and foldiers, which was clofely followed by 
an order to charge the enemy’s grand guard on the main road, there 
being no other avenue open, owing to the fvvamps upon the .flanks, 
and to purfue them into their camp. The order was executed with 
the greateft promptitude and fuccefs. The Americans were com- 
pletely lurprifed : Major Vernier, of Pulalki’s legion, and feme other 
officers and men who attempted to defend themfelves, were killed or 
wounded j General Huger, (^fenels Wafliington and Jamiefon, with 
many officers and men, fled on foot to the fwamps, clofe to their en- 
campment, where, being concealed by the dark nefs, they cffeiled their 
qfcape : Four hundred horfes belonging to officers and dragoons, with 
their arms and appointments, (a valuable acquifition for the Britife 
in their prefent Hate) fell into the hands of the vidlors ; about 
one hundred officers, dragoons, and huflars, together with fifty wag- 
gons, loaded with arras, clothing, and ammunition, feared the fame 
fate. Without lofs of time. Major Cochrane was ordered to force 
the bridge and .the meeting houfe with the infantry of the Brjiife 

i legion I 
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legion-: He cliarged the militia with fixed bayonets, got pofleffion of Chap. I. • ^ 
the pafs, and dlfperfed every thing that oppofed him. In the attack 
at Monk’s corner, and at Biggin bridge, the Britifh had one officer and 
two men wounded, with five horfes killed and wounded. This fignal 
infiance of military advantage, may be partly attributed to the judge- 
ment and addrefs with w'hich this expedition was planned and exe- 
cuted, and partly to the injudicious condu£l of the American com- 
mander; who, befides making a falfe difpofition of his corps, by 
placing his cavalry in front of the bridge during the night, and his 
infantry in the rear, negledted fending patroles in front of his videttes; 
which omifiion, equally enabled the Britiffi to make a furprife, and 
prevented the Americans recovering from the confufion attending an 
unexpedled attack. 



When the news of this fuccefs reached Colonel Webfter, he com- Charles town 
raenced his march for Biggin bridge, with the two Britiffi regiments 
under his command, as there were other difficulties to be fur mounted 
before the general’s plan was fully accompliffied. Gn his arrival at 
Monk’s corner, he detached Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton to feize the 
boats, and take poffeffion of Bonneau’s ferry ; a neceffary, but eafy 
operation, whilfl; the country felt the influence of the late unexpected 
defeat. This paflage over another branch of Cooper river was fecured, 
and by the fubfequent movement of the King’s troops into the difi:ri(9: 
of St. Thomas, (k.) Charles town became completely invefled. The 
corps under Lieutenant-colonel Webfter had a large fpace to guard, 
and a number of points to watch, in the pjefent fituation of the town 
and the country. The garrifon poflefled a fufficient quantity of boats 
to throw over the river, in a very ffiort period, a body of troops infi- 


(k.) Ill note E. 
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Chap. I. likely fuperior to Webfter’s command : Vigilance to guard againft 
furprife, and judgement to occupy advantageous ground, were equally 
requifite. The cavalry were conftantly kept in motion, to gain intel- 
iigeiice of the enemy’s deiigns, and to learn the fituation of the coun- 
try. Not long after the arrival of the Britifh troops at the Wando, a 
detachment of continentals from Charles town took pofleffion of Lam- 
prey’s point, a penlnfula on tire eaft fide of Cooper river ; Colonel 
Webfter, with the principal part of his command, marched towards 
the neck, which the Americans had fortified with indefatigable ardout 
fince their arrival, and in all probability Would have ventured an at^ 
tempt to diflodge them, if a malked battery of eighteen pounders had 
not, fortunately for the Englifh, opened upon a reconnoitering party ; 
which circuraftance, together with the flank fire of a galley and an 
armed vefiel, demonftrated the impradiGability of the defign. Colonel 
Webfter judicioufly reaffumed his former pofitlon in the country, unr- 
til the junction of a powerful reinforcement from the armyu 


Earl Corn- A CONSIDERABLE corps of troops, recently arrived from New York,, 

WSlUlS TiiltCS ' " 

thecommand (I.) enabled Sir Henry Clinton to ftrengthen the detachment under 
Webfter : The importance of the command,, and the critical fituation 
of the enemy, induced him to requeft Lieutenant-general Earl Corn- 
w'allis to dired the future operations of the army on the eaft fide of 
Cooper river. The intention of General Lincoln in fortifying Lam- 
prey’s point, feems to have been counteraifted by the arrival of Lord 
CornwaHis with addkional troops, as it was evacuated fooii after that 
event ; and from this period, no enterprife was undertaken in that 
quarter by the garrifon of Charles town. The army (a.) in St.. 
Thonaas’s made various movements to occupy different pofitions, for 
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the conveniency of .forage and provifions, and to fruftrate the defigns Chap. I. 
of the enemy, both in the town and in the country. 


The American cavalry began to affemble on the north of the Santee 
river, towards the latter end of April, under the protedlion of two 
Virginia regiments of infantry and tile militia of Carolina : Colonel 
White had brought fome dragoons from the northward, and had col- 
ledted thofe who efca-ped from Monk’s corner ; he was foon after 
joined by a detachment from George town, and by Colonel Horry’s 
regiment of light horfe. On the 5th of May, he crofled the Santee 
at Dupui’s ferry. Fortune favoured his firft attempt. He fuddenly 
furrounded a detachment of an officer and feventeen dragoons, who 
were foraging the next morning at Ball’s plantation, and made them 
prifoners without refiftance v From thence he diredled his march 
towards Lenew’s ferry, with an intention to recroJfs the river, under 
the protection of two hundred continental infantry, ordered by Colo- 
nel Buford to meet the cavalry at that place. Lieutenant-colonel 
T.arleton, without any knowledge of the misfortune which had hap- 
pened to the detachment of light -infantry cavalry, w'as proceeding on 
the fame day with a patrole of one hundred and fifty dragoons, to 
gain intelligence at Lenew’s ferry, of the force and motions of the 
enemy : On the road, the Britifh were overtaken by a loyal Ameri- 
can, w’ho had been a witnefs to the fuccefs which had attended Colo- 
nel White in the morning, but had luckily efcaped his power. The 
defeription of the troops, the aflurance of- their intention to pafs the 
river at Lenew’s, and the hope of retaking the prifoners, fiimulated 
Tarleton to pUih forward his patrole with the greateft expedition : At 
the fame time, the diftance of Lord Cornwallis’s camp, (3.) the fa- 


(3.) Then at Huger’s bridge, twenty-fix miles from Lenew’s ferry. 
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tigue of the march, the heat of the weather, and the fight of theie 
infantry on the oppofite bank, threw the Americans quite off their 
guard. At three o’clock in the afternoon, the advanced dragoons of 
the Englifh arrived in prefencs of their videttes : (m.) Tarleton in- 
ftantiy forming his troops, ordered them to charge the enemy’s grand 
guard, and to purfue them into the main body.. The corps being to- 
tally furprifed, refiftance and {laughter foon ceafed. Five officers anef 
thirty-fix men were killed and wounded ; feven officers and fixty dra- 
goons were taken prlfoners ; and tLe whole party of the light infantry 
were refeued, as the boat was puffiing off tO convey them to the oppo- 
fite fhore. All the horfes, arms, and accoutrements of the Americans 
were captured. Colonels White, Waffiingtou, and Jamiefon, with 
lome other officers and men, availed themfelv.es of their -{wimming, to 
make their efcape, while many who wiffied to follow their examplo 
periflied in the river. The Britiffi dragoons loft two men and four, 
horfes in the aftiou; but returning to Lord Cornwallis’s camp the 
fiime evening, upivards of twenty horfes expired with fatigue. 

This fuccefs was clofely follow'ed by the reduclion of fort Moul- 
trie. The admiral having taken the fort at Mount Pleafant, acquired 
from it, and the inforraation of deferters,. a full knowledge of the 
ftate of the garrifon and defences of fort Moultrie, on Sullivan’s 
ifland. In purfuance (f.) of this, intelligence, and wlftiing not to 
weaken the operations of the army, which became every day more 
critical, he laxrded a body of fearaen and marines, under the command 
of Captain. Hudfon, to attempt the fort by ftorm, on the weft and 
north-weft faces? whilft the ffiips of the fquadroii battered it in front. 
The garrifon, confifting of continentals and militia, to the amount of 


i 
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two hundred men, feeing the imminent danger to which they were Chap. I. 
expofed, and fenfible of the impoffibility of relief, accepted of the 
terms offered by a' fummons on the 7th of May ; and by capitula- 
tion, (g.) furrendered themfelves prifoners of war.. 


■mi 


During thefe opei-ations, the befieging army fiuifhed their third' 
parallel, (n.), which they had carried clofe to the canal, and by a fap 
pujlied to the dam which fupplied it with water on the right, drained 
it in feveral parts to the bottom. On the 6frh and 7th of May, the 
i artillery was mounted in the batteries of this parallel,, and the tra- 
verfes and communications were perfectly completed. Thus enclofed 
(4.) on every fide, and driven to its laft defences, Sir Henry Clinton 
wifhing to preferve Charles town from, deftruftion, and to prevent 
that effufion of %lood which muff be the inevitable confequence of a 
ftorm, opened a correfpondence on the 8th with General Lincoln, for 
the purpofe of a furrender: But the conditions demanded by the 
American commander being deemed higher than he had a right to ex- 
pe£t from his- prefent fituation,. they were (c.) rejedled,. and hoftilities 
renewed. The batteries on the third parallel; were then opened, and 
by the fuperiority of fire, both of artillery and fmall arms, the Britifh 
troops were enabled’ to gain, the counterfcarp of the outwork which 
flanked the canal; which they likewife pafled, and then pufhed on 
their approaches diredfly towards the ditch of the place. The prefent 
I fiate of danger now urged the citizens and militia, who had formed 

I the objedlions to the late conditions, to acquiefce (d») in their being 

relinq.uifhed : General Lincoln accordingly propofed to furrender om 


the terms lately offered. The commander in chief and the admirah , 
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•befides their dillike to the cruel extremity of a ftorm, were not difpofed 
•to prefs to unconditional fubmiffion an enemy whom they wiflied to 
conciliate by clemency. They now granted the fame conditions which 
they had before prefcribed as the foundation for treaty. The (p.) capi- 
tulation was ligned the nth of May, and on the 12th, Major-general 
Leflie, by the order of Sir Henry Clinton, took pofleffion (q.) of 
Charles town. 


Cliarles town 
capitulates. 


As the liege was not produawe of fallies, or defperatc aflaolts, 

which were in a confiderable degree prevented by fituation and the na- 
ture of the works, the carnage was not great on either fide, and was 
not unequally fliared. The lofs (r.) of the King’s troops during tiie 
fiege, before the town and in the country, amounted to feventy-fix 
killed, and one hundred and eighty-nine wounded j*and that of the 
Americans, in the town, to eighty-nine killed, and one hundred and 
forty wounded. 


By the articles of capitulation the garrifon were allowed feme of the 
honours of war; they (e.) were to march out of the town, at an hour 
appointed for that purpofe, to the ground between the works of the 
place and the canal, where they were to depofit their arms ; but the 
drums were not to beat a Britifh march, or the colours to be uncafed ; 
The continental (f.) troops and feamen were to keep their baggage, 
and to remain prifoners of war until they were exchanged : The mi- 
litia fg.) were to be permitted to return to their refpeaive homes, as 
priloners on parole j and while they adhered to their parole, were not 
to be moiefted by the Britilh troops In perfon or property : The clti* 


(p.) In note E. 
{e.) In note G. 


(q^,) In note E« 
(f.) In note G, 


(r.) In note E. 
(g.) in note G, 
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zens (h.) of all defcrlptions, to be conffdered as prifoners oa parole, CHAPr^I. 
and to hold their property on the fame terms with the militia ; The 
officers (i.) of the army and navy to retain their fcrvants, fwords, 
piftols, and their baggage unfearched : They were permitted to fell 
their horfes, but not to remove them out of Charles town. A veffei 
(k.) was allowed to. proceed to Philadelphia with General Lincoln’s 
difpatches, which were not to be opened. 


Seven general officers, (a.) ten continental' regiments, and three 
battalions of artillery, became prilbners upon this occafion. The 
whole number of men in arms who furrendered, including town and: 
country militia, and French, amounted to five thoufand fix hundred, 
and eighteen,, excliifive of near a thoufand feamen. A confideraLfe 
quantity of artillery (b.) was taken ; the total exceeded four hundred 
pieces. (5.) Three ftout American (h.) frigates, one French, and a 
polacre of fixteen guns, of the fame nation, which efcaped the opera- 
tion of being funk to block up the channel, fell likewife into the 
hands of the vidors.. 


After the furrender of the town, the commander in chief, with- 
out lofs of time, adopted meafures which appeared both judicious and. 
neceffary. He returned thanks to the army (r.) in general, and ex- 
prefled himfelf in the language of gratitude when be particularized 
thofe officers and men, whole attention, tolls, and courage, had contri- 



(h.) In note G. (i.) In note G.. (k.) In note G... 

(a.) In note H. (b.) In note H. 

(5.) A number of fmall arms were likewife colleded in the town, for the ufe of the 
friends to the Britifh government in the province of South Carolina ; but they were un- 
fortunately deftroyed by the magazine taking fire a few days after the capitulation, toge- 
ther with Captain Collins, a valuable ofiicer, and feveral men of the royal , artillery. 

(h.) In note E. (r.) In note E, ;. 
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Chap. I. buted to bis fuccefs. He difpatcbed the Earl of Lincoln to Europe, 
with intelligence of the important advantage which had attended His 
Majefty’s arms; and he circulated proclamations amongft the inhabi- . 
tantsof South Carolina, well calculated to induce them to return to 
their allegiance, and to manifeft their loyalty by joining the King’s 
troops. (6.) It was ftated, that (a.) the helping hand of every man 
was wanted to re-eftablifti peace and good government : And that as 
the commander in chief wifhed not to draw the King’s filends 
danger, while any doubt could remain of their fuccefs ; fo now that 
this was certain, he trufted that one and all would heartily join, and, 
by a general concurrence, give efiba to hich necefliiry meafures for that 
purpofe as from time to time might be pointed out. Thole who had 
families w'ere to form a militia to remain at home, and occ.arionally to 
affemble in their own diftrias, when required, under officers of their 
own chufing, for the maintenance of peace and good order. Thofe 
who-had no families, and who could conveniently be fpared for a time, 
it was prefumed, would chearfully affift His Majefly’s troops in driving 
their oppreffors, afting under the authority of Congrefs and all ffie mi- 
feries of wai*, far. from that colony. For this purpofe it was laid to be 
necelfary, that the young men . (hould be ready to affemble when re- 
quired, and to fervp.wllh the Kill’s troops for any fix months of the 
enfuing twelve that might be found requifite, under proper regulations, 
They might chufe officers to each company to command them, and 
were to be allowed, when on fervice, pay, ammunition, and provi- 
fions, in- the fame manner as the King’s troops. When they joined 
the army, each man was to be furnilhed with a certificate, declaring 
not only engaged to ferve as .militiaman for the time fpe- 
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Cified; that he was not to be marched beyond North Carolina and -Chae. I. - 

Georgia ; and that when the tinae was out, be was freed from all 

claims whatever of ' military fervice, excepting the common and ufual 

militia duty at the place of his refidence : He would then, it was faid, 

have paid his debt to his country, and be entitled to enjoy, undifturhed, 

that peace, liberty, and property, at home, which he had contributed 

toeftablifli. 

The proclamations ilTued by the general produced great effedl in Eflfeft of the 

prociama^ 

South Carolina : In moft of the diftridts adjoining to Charles town, tbns. 
great numbers offered to ftarid forth in defence of the Britifh govern- 
ment, and many did voluntarily take up arms., and place themfelves 
under the diredtion of Major Fergufon, who was appointed to receive 
and command them. A general revolution of fentiment feemed to take 
place, and the caufe of Groat Britain appeared to triumph over that of 
the American Coagrefs. (7.) Two hundred and ten of the Inhabitants 
of the town, figned an addrefs to the commander in chief and the ad- 
miral, foliciting to be re-admitted to the charadler and condition of 
Britifh fubjeds, the citizens ha.ying been hitherto xonfidered as pri- 
foners on parole, dedaring their difapprobation of the dodrine of 
American independency, and expreffing their regret, that, after the 
repeal of thofe flatutes which gave rife to the troubles, the overtures 
made by His Majefly’-s commiflioners had not been regarded by the ge- 
neral affeinbly of the United States of America. Sir Henry Clinton, 
in' one of the manifeftoes iffued at this period, declared, (b.) that If 
any perfons fliould thenceforward appear in arms, in order to prevent 
the eftablifhment of His Majefty’s government in that country, or 



Should* 
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Chap. I. fliould, under any pretence or authority whatever, attempt to compel 
any other perfon or perfons fo to do, or who fhould hinder the King’s 
faithful and loyal fubjeas from joining his forces, or otherwife per- 
■ forming thofe duties thek allegianee required,- fuch perfons fhould be 
treated with the utmoft feverity, and their eftates be immediately 
feized for eoufifcationr 

The commander in chief having eftablifted order in Charles town, 
and having marked the general line of condua to be obferved through- 
out Carolina towards the friends and enemies of Grdat Britain, began, 
to make arrangements for his return with part of the army to New 
York; which had been particularly expofed to the attempts of Gene- 
Part of the ral Wafhington, owing to an uncommonly fevere winter. Previous to 
his embarkation, he planned feveral (a.) expeditions to march into the 
■interior parts of the country : One, to move up the Savannah river in 
Georgia; another, to pafs the Saluda to Ninety Six ; and a third, 
under the command of (a.) Earl Cornwallis, to crofs the Santee river, 

and by marching up the north-eaft bank, to endeavour to ftrike^ at 

Colonel Buford’s corps, which was retreating to North Carolina, with 
artillery, and a number of waggons, containing arms, ammunition, 

and clothing. 

• Earl Cornwallis left his ground near Hager’s bridge on the i8th 
of May, and direfled his march to Lenew’s ferry, with five pieces of 
- cannon, and upwards of two thoufand five hundred men ; Boats were 
colleaed with fome difficulty to pafs the troops ; the Americans 
having concealed or deftroyed all within their reach, to retard the 
progrefs of the royal army : By the information of negroes, who dif- 


(a.) In note M. 


(a.) In note K. 


covered 
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covered where fome were fecreted, and by the affiftanee of carpenters, Chap. I. 
who repaired others that were damaged, the light troops were not Earl Com- 

W3.il IS pEllCS 

long prevented from .croffin^ the river. As foon as the legion and the the^Santee 
detachment of 17th dragoons had pafl’ed. Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton 
received infl:ru£lions to march to George town, in order to chafe away, 
or take prifoners, all the violent enemies to the Britifli govern- , 
ment, and to receive the allegiance of the well aflfefled. This fervice 
was performed without any oppofition, during the paflage of the other 
itrOops. On (b.) the aad, the army moved forwards upon the fame 
road by which Colonel Buford had retreated ten days before : The 
infantry marched to Melfon’s ferry with as much expedition as the 
.-climate would allow. From this place, Earl Cornwallis thought pro- 
per to detach a corps, confifting of forty of the 17th dragoons, and 
one hundred and thirty of the legion, with one hundred mounted in- 
fantry of the fame regiment, and a three pounder, to purfue the 
Americans, who were now fo much advanced, as to render any ap- 
proach of the main body impraflicable. Lieutenant- colonel Tarleton, 
on this occafon, was defired to confult Ms own judgement, as to the 


diftance of the purfuit, or the mode of attack : To defeat Colonel 
Buford, and to take his canuon, would undoubtedly, in the prefent 
Hate of the Carolinas, have confi derable efie£l ; but the prafticability 
of the defign appeared fo doubtful, and the diftance of the enemy fo 
great, that the attempt could only be guided by dilcretional powers, 
and not by any antecedent commands. The detachment left the army 
on the 27th, and followed the Americans without any thing material 
happening on the route, except the lofs of a number of horfes, in 
confequence of the rapidity 6f the march, and the heat of the climate ; 
By preffing horfes on the road, the light troops arrived the next, day 


s(b.) In note K. 

E 2 at 
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Camden, when Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton gained intelligence^ 
that Colonel Buford, had qviitted Rugeley's mills on the 26th, and 
that he was marching with great diligence to join a dorps then upon 
the road from-Sali&ury to Charlotte town in North Carolina. 

■ This information ftrongly manifefted that no time was to be loft, 
and that a vigorous effort was the only refource to prevent the junc- 
tion of the two American corps. At two o’clock in the morning, the 
Britlfh troops being tolerably refrelhed continued their purfuit : They 
reached Rugeley'’s by day light, where thej learned that the conti- 
I nentals were retreating above twenty miles in their front, towards the 

; Catawba fettlement, to meet their reinforcement. At tins period, 

i Tarleton might have contented himfelf with following them at his 

^ leifure’ to the boundary line of South Carolina, and from thence have 

I returned upon his footftcps to join the main army, fatisfied with 

I purfuing the troops of Congrefs out of the province j but animated 

i by the alacrity which he difcovered both in the officers and men, 

I to undergo- al! hardfhips, fie put his detachment in motion, after 

I .adopting a ftratagem to delay the march of the enemy : Captain Kiu- 

i Back, of the legion, was emplojned to carry a fummons (a-.) to the 

.American commander, which, by magnifying the number of the Bri- 
; ■ tifh, might intimidate him into fubmiffion, or at leaft. delay him whiifir 

■ he deliberated on an an fwer. Colonel Buford, after detaining the flag 

fbr fome time, without halting- his march, returned- a. defiance, (b.)' 
:i, ■ By thik time many of the Britifh cavalry and mounted Infantry were 

; totally worn out, and' dropped fucceffively into the rear ; 'the horfes of 

the three pounder were iikewife unable to proceed. In this dilemma,- 
r Lleutenant'-colonei- Tarleton found> himfclf not far diflant from ths 
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enemy, and, though not in a fuitable condition for adlion, he deter- Cha?. I. 
mined as foon as poffible to attack, there being no other expedient to 
flop their progrefs, and prevent their being reinforced the next morn- 
ing : The only circutfiftance favourable to the Britilh light troops at 
this hour, was the known inferiority of the continental cavalry, who 
could not harafs their retreat to Earl Cornwallis’s army,, in cafe they^. 
were repulfed by the infantry, . 

At three o’clock' (a.)' in the afternoon, on the confines of' South: . 
Carolina, the advanced guard of the Britifh charged a ferjeant and four 
men of the American light dragoons, and made them prifoners in the. 
rear of their infantry. This event happening under the eyes of the* 
two commanders, they refpedively prepared their - troops for adion.' 

Colonel Buford’s force confided of ■ three hundred and eighty continen-- 
tal infantry of the Virginia line, a . detachment of Wafhington’s- 
cavalry, and two fix pounders ; He chofe his pod in an open w-ood, . 
to the right of the road ; he formed his infantry in one line, with a ; 
fmall referve ; he placed his colours in the center ; and he ordered hi3> 
cannon, baggage, and-waggons, to continue their march. . 

LieutenaNT-colonel' Tarleton- made his arrangement for the- 
attack with all poffible expedition ; He confided his right wing, which' 
was compofed of fixty dragoons, and neatly -as many mounted infan- 
try, to Major Cochrane, defiring him to difmount the. latter, to gall' 
the enemy’s flank, before he moved agalnft their front with his 
cavalry: Captains Corbet and Kinlock • were* direded,' with the, 17th 
dragoons and part of the legion, to charge the center of the Ameri-« 
cans ; , whild Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, with thirty chofen, . horfs; j 


(a.). In- note . 


andd 
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Chap, I. and fome infantry, affaulted their right flank and referve : This parti- 
cular fltuation the commanding officer feleded for himfeif, that he 
might difcover the effedt of the other attacks. The dragoons, the 
mounted infantry, and tliree pounder in the reaf, as they could come 
up with their tired horfes, were ordered to form fomething like a re- 
ferve, oppofite to the enemy’s center, upon a fmall eminence that 
commanded the road; which difpofition afforded the Britifh light 
troops an ohJe<fl: to rally to, in cafe of a repuHe, and made no incon- 
hderable impreffion on the minds of their opponents. 


The difpofition being completed without any fire from the enemy^ 
though within three hundred yards of their front, the cavalry advanced 
Aaion at to the charge. On their arrival within fifty paces, the continental 
infantry prefented, when Tarleton was furprifed to hear their officers 
command 'them to retain their fire till the Britilh cavalry were nearer^ 
This forbearance in not firing before the dragoons were within tea 
yards of the objedl of their attack, prevented their falling into confu- 
■fion on the charge, and likewife deprived the Americans of the farther 
ufe of Ijheir ammunition : Some officers, men, .and horfes, fuffered by 
this fire ; but the battalion was totally broken , and flaughter was com- 
menced before Lieutenaut-colonel Tarleton could remount another 
horfe, the one with which he led his dragoons being overturned by 
the volley. Thus in a few minutes ended an affair which might have 
-Bad a very different termination. The Britifh troops had (b.) two 
^officers killed, one wounded ; three privates killed, thirteen wounded ; 
.and thirty-one horfes killed and wounded. The lofs of officers and 
men was great on the part of tffie Americans, owing to the dragoons 
^o effectually breaking the in&ntry, and to .a report amongft the ca- 


note M. 


■yalry. 
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“talry, that they had loft their commanding officer, which ftimulated Chap. I. 
the foidiers to a vlndidive afperity not cafily reftrained. Upwards (c.) 
of one hundred officers and men were killed on the fpot ; three (d.) co- 
lours, two fix-pounders, and above two hundred prifbners, with a num- 
ber of waggons, containing two royals, quantities of new clothing, other 
military ftores, and camp equipage, fell into the pofleflion of the viftors.- 

The complete fuccefs of this attack may, in great meafure, be af- 
cribed to the miftakes committed by the American commander ; If he 
had halted the waggons as foon as he found the Britifh troops pref- 
fing his rear, and formed them into a kind of redoubt, for the pro^ 
teftion of his cannon and infantry againft the’ affault of the ca-- 
valry, in all probability he either would not have been attacked, or 
by fuch a difpofition he might have foiled the attempt : The Britifh: 
troops, in both cafes^ would have been obliged to abandon the pur» 
fuit, as the country in the neighbourhood could not immediately 
have fupplied them with forage or provifions ; and the continen- 
tals might have decamped in the night, to join their reinforce- 
ment. Colonel Buford,, alfo, committed a material error, in ordering, 
the infantry to retain their fire till the Britifh dragoons- were quite 
clofe ; which when given, had little effeft either upon the minds or 
bodies of the aflailants, in comparifon with the execution that might 
be expe6.ed from a fucceffive fire of platoons or divifionSj commenced: 
at the diftance of three or four hundred paces. • 

The wounded of both parties were collefled with all poffible dif-- 
patch, and treated with equal humanity. The American officers and- 
Ibldiers who were unable to travel, were paroled the next morning,.. 


(cr) In note M, (d.) In note M.. 
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Cb:ap..l 4 ind placed at the neighbouring plantations and in a ..meeting houfe*^ 
not far diftant from the field of battle : Surgeons were fent for from 
Camden and Charlotte town to aflift them, and every poffibie conve- 
nience was provided by the Britifh. This bufinefs being accompliOied, 
Lieutenant-colqnel Tarleton gained intelligence, that the American 
reinforcement had fallen back upon the report of the late affair; 
therefore, on the evening of the 30th, he commenced his march 
towards Earl Cornwallis. The main army (e.) had not moved more 
than forty miles from. Nelfon’s ferry, when the firll exprefs arrived 
with the news of the advantage obtained by the light troops. A few 
days afterwards, Lord Cornwallis was joined at Camden by the de- 
tachment under Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, with the addition of the 
American cannon, royals, and waggons j which were delivered to the 
artillery and quarter-mafter-general’s departments. 


Sir Henry 
Clinton 
fails from 
Charles 
t-town. 


On the 5th of June, Sir Henry Clinton left Charles-town harbour, 
on board the Romulus. Before he failed, he had the agreeable intel- 
ligence of the defeat of the Americans at Wacfaw ; a circuraftance 
that evinced the total extirpation of the continental troops within the 
provinces of Ceorgia and South Carolina. This event tended to in- 
creafe the fatisfadion die had before experietmed, on account of the 
favourable reports (f.) from Augufta and Ninety , Six ; where the inha- 
bitants had manifefted their peaceable intentions, and fome tlioufands 
vof militia men had flocked to the royal ftandard. 
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author thinks it necejfary to obfervey that the ariginals of all letters 
marked thus .are in his pojfejjion ', She ref .are copied from authentic 
publications^ 



o t e a.) 

Extrabis from a letter, written by Colonel fahn Lawrence* 

Charlestown, Feb. 25, 178.0. 

- ■ ■ . . . 

1 H E Britifla army, laid to be tinder the command of Sir Henry Notes to-the 

Clinton, are diftributed on Port-Royal ifland, Johti’s ifland, Stono Chapter, 
ferry, and a detachment laft night upon James ifland — Head quarters 
are at Fenwick’s houfe, on John’s ifland — Four of their gallies have 
■been leeii between John and James iflands ; the number of troops not 
known, fuppofed to be much diniinifhed fince the embarkation at 
New York — There is, undoubtedly, fome grand impediment to the 
^enemy’s progrefs. All their horfes perifhdd at fea, and much of their 

F furniture 
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■ Notestotlic fiirniture was captured. — The enemy’s (a-) delay has afforded an op- 

' Firft ' ' 

Ch-.iptcr. portunity for ffrengthening the lines of Charles town, which will be 

in pretty good order to-morrow — Reinforcements are expeded — Ge- 
neral Hagan is within a few miles — The Virginia troops are fomc- 
where ! AJjiJiance from that Jtfter fate has been expeSied' thefe eighteen 
months — General Moultrie is forming a camp at Bacon bridge, where 
he has about five hundred horfe, being horfe of this ftate,. Baylor’s 
and Bland’s of Virginia. General Williamfon is encamped at Auguffa. 
A thoufand men are expeded from his brigade — General Richardfon 
and Colonel Caphew are raifing the militia at and about Camden.— 
At this moment our efcape depends on farther delay on the enemy’s 
part. Tw'o or three weeks more will make this garrifon ffrong ; the 
inhabitants, in general, are in good fplrits. Competent judges (b.)- 
fay» that Sk Henry Clinton will then have caufe to repent his enter- 
p;-ize. , 



(NOTE B.) 


Ff-om the London Gazette, 

Whitehall, April. 26, 1780., 

'ExtraSi of a letter from Sir Henry Clinton, Knight of the Bath, to Lord 
George Germain, dated Head garters, James' if and. South Carolina, 
March f hi 1780., Received by the .Swift packet, CapU . Nichols, from ■ 
New Thrk» 

. ■ ' ■ ■ t ■ ■' ■ ■ 

MY- laft-difpatch, No. 83^ will have informed your lordfhip, that 
the admiral jand I only waited pofitive information concerning Count 
D’Effaing’s flaet to put to fea.,. 

Intel-.. 
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Intelligence (a.) of their having quitted the coaft arrived late Notes to the 
in December, and the troops having been fome time embarked, the Chapter, 
admiral was enabled to fail the 26th. 

I WILL trouble your lordfliip with no other particulars of a very 
tgdioiis voyage in (b.) uncommon bad weather, than to mention, that 
in our Ioffes of tranfports the lives of the crews have been faved ; that 
only one Ihip is miffing, having on board a detachment of Heffians, 
and fuppofed to have bore away for the Weft Indies : But we have to 
regret the total lofs of an ordnance ffiip, which foundered at Tea, and 
of much the greater part of the horfts brought for cavalry, or other 
public ufes. It was judged beft to proceed by a fecond navigatioft 
from Tybee to North (c.) Edifto, and from thence to pafs to John^s 
and next to James ifland. By a bridge over Wappoo cut, we have 
from this laft gained the banks of Aftiley river. My intention is to i 

pafs to the neck of Charles town as foon as poffible. The enemy 
have, I find, colletled their whole force to that place. This is faid 
not to exceed five thoufand men at prefent ; but reinforcements are 
daily expefted. In the mean time, as the rebels have made the de- 
fence of Charles town their principal objed, I have determined on my 
part to affemble in greater ftrength before it, and with this view have 
called immediately to this army a corps (d.) I had left in Gsorgia. 

They will pafs the Savannah riv’^er, and join me by land. 

The force afloat at Charles town is four rebel and One French fri- ' 
gate, with an old fixty-guii fhip, and ffime brigs and gallies. 

Although our long voyage, and unavoidable delays fince, have 
given the rebels time to fortify Charles town towards the land„ a 
dabour their number in negroes has greatly facilitated ; yet, confiding 


F a in 
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Notes to the in the merit of the troops I have the honour to command, in the 
Girapfer. great afllftauce I have from Earl Cornwallis, and the farther eo-ope- 
ration ofthe navj, I entertain great hopes of fuccefs. 

I CANNOT clofe my letter without expreffing how much I am 
hitherto to Admiral Arbuthnot for the afliftance given me 
through Gaptain Elphmftone, who as yet has been chiefly employed 
in the naval tranfaaions immediately relative to the army. This gen- 
tleman’s unremitted attention to us, from his fo ably and fuccefsfully 
conducing the tranfports into North Edifto to this hour, with the 
great benefit I have derived from his knowledge of the inland navh 

gation of this part of the coaft, merit my warmeft thanks, 

P. S. Since the above a reinforcement is arrived in Charles town> 
faid- to Gonfift of two thoufand men, from the northern army.. 


; .'( N O T 

ExtraSi of a letter from Major J^ndre, Deputy Adjutant General, to 

Lieutenant-colonel 1’arleton* 

' Head Quansrs, William’s Houfe, 

- the I ft April, 1780. 

I HAVE, by the general’s orders, juft clofed a letter to Brigadier- 
general Paterfon, in confequence of which a march of cavalry, (a.) 
light and legion infantry will be ordered ; It is to feek a paffage acroft 
Afhley river, at or above Dorchefter and Baycon bridge, and by this 
means to join the army before Charles town. The general won’ d not 
have you undertake any excurfion out of your route to us, or make 
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any Other delays, after paffing the river, than for the purpofe of ta- Notes to the 
king forage : Between your prefent encampment and the paflage you Chapter, 
will of courfe make none, as it wou’d invite oppofition. 



(N O T E D. ) 

Copy of a letter from. Lieutenant-general Bari Cornwallis to Lieutenant'' ■ 

■ colonel ‘Larletoni ■ 

\ , : 

Gamp, near St« Thomas’s Churcly 

I April aeth, 1780, 

S T R,- 

T H E commander in chief Having diredled me to ufe every effort to 
prevent fupplies and reinforcements being thrown into Charles town, 
but particularly to guard againil:” the garrifon’s efcaping out of it and 
its dependent fortrefles ; (a,), I find-it neceffary at prefent to place the 
corps under my command on the eaft fide of Miller’s bridge, keeping a > 
redoubt on the weft fide to fecure a communication ; I muft therefore 
commit the care of the country between the Cooper and Wando to • 
your charge j with the cavalry and infantry of the legion. The prin- 
cipal objefts of your care will be the landing places on the %veft:'fide of . 
the Wando and in Daniel’s ifland ; and I truft in your vigilance that I 
fhall receive the earlieft information of any material movement nf the - 
enemy in that quarter I muft likewife recommend it to you to take, 
every opportunity of procuring intelligence, either from the town, or 
the Santee river and the back country.. I'leave it to your diforetion to 
take fuch politious as you fliall find moft. convenient : You will pleafe . 
to report to me. whenever you move,' .that I may-know where to find 
you. As you will be- fo coiiftantly moving, you^ will not of courfe be 

abler. 
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Notes to the able to embarrafs yourfelf with the care of fuch ftores as may fall into 
Chspter. your hands : If you apprehend that any fuch may be in danger of 
being retaken by the enemy, and that they will be iifeful to them, you 
will pleafe to deftroy them. . I rauft recommend it to you in the 
ftrongeft manner to ufe your Utmoft endeavours to prevent the troops 
under your command from committing irregularities, and I am con- 
vinced that my recommendation will have weight, when I affure you 
that fuch conduct will be highly agreeable to the commander in chief. 

I am, SIR, 

Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 

CORNWALLIS. 

Lieutt Col* Tarleton* . 


(NOTE E. ) 

Ffom the London Gazette 'Extraordinary. 

■ ■ ■ . ^ . ■ ■ ' . 

Whitehal!, June 15, 1780. 

'^his morning the Earl of Lincoln', aid-de-camp to his Excellency General 
Sir Henry Clinton, Knight of the Bath, arrived at this ojice with the 
following difpatch for the Right Honourable Lord George Germain : 

■Charles town. May 13, 1780. 

My Lord, 

I WILL not trouble yotir lordfliip with a repetition of the delays 
and difficulties which protradled ferious operation until the 29th of 
March, on whkh day the l«mding on Charlcs-town neck was effedled. 

By this time a depot ■was formed'; ‘the admiral had paffed the bar, 
and I had the effential affiftance of officers and feanaen of the royal 
z t navy 
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navy for my operations. I was alfo ftreijgthened with the corps from Notes to the 
Georgia, under Brigadier-general Patterfon, which, through a country Chapter, 
interfedled with rivers^ and rendered more difficult by heavy rains, had 
advanced, not unoppofed, in the fpace of twelve days from Savannah 
to (a.) Affiley river. 

The paffage of Affiley, under the condud of Captain Elphinftone, 
and by the good fervice of the officers and failors of the fleet, was ac-- 
compliffied with order and expedition, and without refiftance on the ^ 
part of the enemy. 

The day fucceeding it the army moved towards Charles town, and ; 
on the night of the ift of (c.) April broke ground within eight hunsr- 
dred yards of the rebel works. 

By the (d.) 8th our guns were mounted in battery ; and I had the* 
&tisfadlon to fee the admiral pafs into Charles-town harbour with the - 
fuccefs his condud deferred, though uirder a very, heavy, fire from.i 
Sullivan’s ifland. 


At this period we judged it advifable to fend the iaclofed fum- 
mons to the place, which returned the anfwer I have, the honour to • 
tranfmit with it. 

The batteries (g.) were opened the next day. From their efied we 
foonobferved the fire of the. enemy’s advanced works to. abate confide- 
rably ; the attention of . the en^neers, and the diligence of the troops,- 
but increafing as they proceeded. A fecond parallel was completed on 
the 19 th of April, and fecure approaches opened to it. We were now 
tvithin four hundred and fifty yards of the place. 
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Notestothe had hitherto required the grea^^^ 

Chapter. They had been eholen from Perreuau’s landing m Stono river acrofs the 
Wappoo, and by fmali inlets, leaving only a mile of land carriage into 


Works for the protedlioa of the ftores and fliipping ni Stono, 
others on the communication, and feveral redoubts^ and batteries on 
Alhley, were the labours neceffary to give fecurity in fo important a 

point. 

The prefence of the fleet in the harbour relieving me from appre- 
henfion on that part, and the admiral taking to himfclf the defence of 
■fort (h.) Johnfon. 1 was able to detach one thoufand four hundred 
men, under Lieutenant-colonel Webfter, of the 33 ^ regiment, to 
break in upon the enemy’s remaining communication with the country. 

• Our fuccefs but for this meafure would have been incomplete, as I 
had reafou to fear a naval force con’d not be got into Cooper river, 
nor confequently the place to be totally iuvefled. 


Your lordfhip will obferve, that Colonel Webfter had, in the exe- 
cution of his orders, rivers to crofs, and other difficult operations -to 
effea, in prefence of a very fuperior cavalry, which might harafs him 
much. It was, therefore, of the utmoft importance to ftrike at this . 
corps, and, as fuddenly.as poffible, to feme the principal pafl'es of the 

country. 


The furprife (1.) and defeat of the colleaed cavalry and militia of 
le rebels, and the polTeffing Biggin’s bridge over Cooper, by Lieute- 
rleton with the horfe, the legion, and Major Fergufoii’s 

detachment* 
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detachment, gave the command of the country (k.) to Colonel V^eb" Notsstothc 
fter, threw into his hands great fupplies of provifion, and enabled him Chapter, 
to take a poll; near the head of Wandoo river, forbidding by land all 
farther accefs to the town from Cooper to the inland navigation, An 
armed nayal force which the admiral fent into Servee bay, and another 
ilationed in Spencer’s completed the iaveftiture to the fea. 

A CONSIDERABLE reinforcement joining me from (L) Mew York the 
i8th of April, I immediately ftrengthened the corps beyond Caoper 
river, which, thus augmented, I requefted Lieutenant-general Earl 
Cornwallis to take under his command. 


On the 6th of May, the third parallel (n.) was csompleted clofe to 
the edge of the rebel canal, and a fap carried to the dam, which con- 
tained its water on the right, by which means a great part was drained 
to the bottom. 

We could now form jufter opinions of the defences of the town to- 
wards the land, which extended in a chain (e.) of redoubts, lines, and 
batteries, from Afhley to Cooper. In front of either flank of the 
works, fwamps, which the canal connects, ooze to each river ; betwixt 
theft impediments and the place are two rows of abbatis, various other 
obftrudions, and a double pkketted ditch ; a horn-work of maftnry, 
which, during the fiege, the enemy clofed as a kind of citadel, 
ftrengthened the center of the line and the gate, where the fame na- 
tural defences were not found as near the water: Eighty pieces of can- 
non or mortars were mounted in the exient of theft lines. 

On the 6th of May our batteries were ready in the third parallel. 
Mew and very forcible motives now prevailed to induce the place to ca- 

G pitulatc, 

^ ^ ^ 
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i’:')! ■ Notes to tho piculate. Admiral Arbuthnot had landed a force of feamen and marinegf 
C'l; Firlt , 

ij' Chajsier., Oil Sullivan’s iflaiid, under Captain Hudfon, to whom, on the threat 
jb that Chips fhould batter the fort, the garrifon. delivered, themfelves 

'’i-i upon terms.,, 

' jl' Lieutenant-geneiial Ear! Cornwallis had been no lefs fuccefsfuF 

1 ‘ in, the country. The cavalry under Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton had. 

i again the good fortune which conduiS: and gallantry deferve,. and over^ 

^ ; took at the Santee a body of borfe the enemy had, with infinite diffi- 

culty, colleCled together. They, (m.) were moft fpiritcdly charged,, 

I and defeated. Moft of the riders fled to the moraffcs, or threw them- - 

I . I 

; I ftlves into the river, from . whence few have extiicated themfelves.. 

I Fifty or fisity men were killed or taken, and every horfe of the corps, 

1' || with the arms and appointments, fell into our. hands* 


A'lthough, in a fecond'eorrefpondence which the enemy folieited,, 
they had (hewn in their propofals for a furrender far too extenfive pre- 
tenfions, the admiral and myfelf could not refrain from attempting, 
once more to avert the cruel extremity of a ftorm.- In this renewal of. 
treaty, however,, we did not find their indifcretion much abated. . 

■■■■■■ ' 4 . ■ ■ 

The batteries of the third parallel (o.) were therefore opened, and 
a manifeft fuperiority of fire foon obtained ; the corps of yagers a<fting; 
as maikfmeii, were on this-oecafion egstremely ufeful. ,, 

UNdeb . this fire we gained the eounterfcarp..Qf the outwork which 
flanked the canal,' the canal itfelf was pafled, and. work carried on 
towards .the, ditch of the. place. 


■ 








The., 
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Tee nth. General Liiicoln feat 'to us his acquiefcence in the terms Wotestottc 

**• . '-■■'Firfi:''"'' 

he had two days before objeAed to, Whatevei: fevere juftice might Chapter. 

dictate on fiich an occafion, we refolded not to prefs to uiiGondltional 
fubmiffion fe reduced array> whom we hc^ed clemericy might yet recom 
cile to us. The articles of capitulation were therefore %ued, fuch as 
1 have the honour to inclofe them. 

On the 12th, Major-general Leftle took (q.) poifeffidn of the town. 

There are taken, feven general officers, a. eommodore, (f.) ten conti- 
nental regiments, and three battalions of artillery, together with 
town and country militia, French, and feameft, m^ke about fix thou- 
fand men in arms. The titular deputy governor, council, and civil 
'Officers, are alfo prifoners. 

Four frigates and feveral armed vefTels, with a great number of 
boats, have likewife fallen into our poffeffion, and about four hundred 
Jiieces of cannon. 

Of the gar-rifon^ artillery, and flores, your lordfhip will have as 
perfeft returns as I fhall be able to col'leQ:. 

I HAVE yet, my lord, to add to this letter, the expreffions of grati- 
tude I owe to the army, (r.) whole courage and toil have given me 
fuccefs. 


I HAVE mod: warmly to thank LieutenaUfr-general Earl Gornw^lis, 
Major-generals Leflie, Huyne, and Kolborth, and Brigadier-general 
Patterfon, for their animated affiftance. 


G 2 
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I TRUST I do not flatter myfeif vainly, that the good fervices during 
the fiege7 of the officers and foldiers of the royal artillery, of Captaia 
Elphinftone, and the officers and feamen of the royal navy ferving 
with us on ftiore, of the corps of engineers, of the officers and fol- 
diers of every corps, Britilh and Heffian, and particularly the yager 
detachment, will receive His Majefty’s gracious approbation. 


!■ HAVE efpeciahy to exprefs my obligation to Lieutenant-colonel’ 
Webfter, and the corps which a£led under him. And I have to give 
the greateft praife to Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton. and the cavalry, for 
their condudl, bravery, and emiirent fervices.. 


But to Major Moncrleff^ the commanding engineer, who planned, 
and, with the affiftance of fuch capable officers under him, conduced: 
the liege with fo much judgement, intrepidity, and laborious, atten-- 
cion, I wiffi to render a tribute of the very highefl; applaule, and mofl; 
permanent gratitude ; perfuaded that far more flattering commenda- 
tions than I can bellow will not fail to crown fuch rare merit. 


Your lordfiiip has feen how great a lhare Admiral Arbuthnot and 
the fleet have had in every meafure. I can add, that had we been ne- 
eeffitated to make an- affault, I am perfuaded a very cpnfpicuous part 
would have been taken by the Ihipa, to flivQur, us at that important 
erifis.. 


I HAVE the honour to fend your Ibrdlhip returns of our lofs. 


I have the honour to be, &c, 


Return 


' .. 1 V 
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Return (r.) of the killed and ^wounded of the troops under the command of Notes to the 
his Excellency General Sir Henry Clinton^ from the debarkation In South Chapter,. 
Carolina the i Uh of February ^ to the furrender of Charles town the i zth 
of May, 


Hoyal artillery, 5 rank and file killed ; 7 ditto wounded. 

I ft battalion of light infantry. 8 rank, and file killed; r ferjeant, 17 
rank and file wounded. 

ad battalion ditto, ii rank and file killed ; 1 lieutenant, 12 rank andi 
file wounded. 

Detachment of ditto. 3 rank and file killed ; 7 ditto wounded'. 

I ft battalion grenadiers., i ferjeant, 4 rank and file killed; 2 lieute- 
nants, i ferjeant, 13 rank and file wounded. 

2d battalion ditto. 10 rank and file killed ; i lieutenant, xi rank andi 
file wounded. 

7th. I rank and file killed ; 2 ditto wounded. ‘ 

23d. 4 rank and file wounded; 

33d. I rank and file killed ; 2 ditto wounded.. 

dad. 2 rank and file killed. 

63d. 4 rank and file woundedi. 

64th. I rank and file wounded; 

71ft. a enfigns, 6 rank and file killed ; i captain, i. Ueutenan4, . 14 
rank and file wounded. 


ditto woundedi 
ditto wounded, 

X.c ditto wounded 


Yagers. 7 rank and file killed ; : 
Linfing. 4 rank and file killed ; ' 
X-engerck; i rank and file killed 


Schuleix. 



#6 CAMPAIGNS Of 1780 AND 1781 IK THE 

Notes to the Schuler. 3 rank and file killed ; 18 ditto wounded. 

Chapter. Gran; a rank and file killed ; 3 lieutenants, 8 rank and file wounded 
Hoyne, 5 rank and file wounded. 


New-York volunteers. 2 rank and file killed ; r ditto wounded 
Britilh legion. 5 rank and file killed; 9 ditto wounded. 
Fergulbn’s corps. 5 rank and file wounded. • 


Total BRITISH, GERMAN, a>id PROVINCIAL. 


enfigns, i ferjeant, 73 rank and file, killed ; i captain, 7 lieutenant 
2 ferjeants, 179 rank and file, wounded. 


OFFICERS KILLED, 


71ft regiment. Enfign M‘Gregor, Enfigii Cameron. 


OFFICERS WOUNDED. 


22d regiment grenadier company. Lieutenant White. 

33d ditto. Lieutenant Bevor. 

42d ditto. Lieutenant Grant. 

164th ditto. Light infantry.' Lieutenant Freeman. 

71ft regiment. Captain M‘Leod, Lieutenant Wilfon, 

Graff’s grenadiers. Lieutenant Frietfon, Lieutenant Oethanfs. 


I 





SOUTHEH.N BROVIFCKS '®f NORtH AMERICA. 


(NOTE F. ) 

Admiralty Office, Jurie i-5, 1780. 

Mh Majejiys Jhtp the P erf em, commanded hy the Korn Keith Plphlnf one 

' Firft 

arrived late lajl night at Spithead, from Charles town, in South Carolina, chapter. ■ 

from whence Jbe failed the i^th of laf month, having on board Sir 
Andrew Hammond, who came to this Cfice this forenoon with a letter 
from Vice-admiral Arbuthnot, to Mr^ Stevens, ■ of which the following is 
a copy : 


SI R,. 


Roebnck, - off- Charles town, May 14, 1780. 


I' HAVE the fatisfaftion to acquaint you, for the information of^ 
my lords commiffioners of the admiralty, that Charles town, with all 
its dependencies, the fhipping in the harbour, and the army under 
©eneral Lincoln, has furrendered to His Majefty’s arms. 


My laft letters, by a Dutch fhip bound to Amfterdam, which failed' 
the 16th of February, will have informed you of my departure from 
New York, and my arrival off Savannah, with a fquadron of His ■ 
Majefty’s {hips, efcorting a conftderable_ body of troops under the com-; 
mand of Sir Henry Clinton. 


Most of the milling fhips having arrived, no time was loft in pro-- 
fecuting the intended expedition. I fhifted my flag from the Europe 
to this {hip; and the tranfports having repaired their damages fuf-- 
tained on the palTage, 1 proceeded with the fleet, on the loth of 
February, to North Edifto, the place of debarkation previoufly agreed ' 
upon. Our paffage (a.) thither was favourable and fpeedy ; and al- 
though it required ■ time to have the bar explored, .and the channel* 
3- marked,. 
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tHe marked, the tranfports all entered the harbour the next day ; and the 

:r. army took pofl’effion of John’s ifland without oppofition. 


Preparations were next made for paffing the fquadron over 
Charles-town bar, where the high water fpring tides there, is only 
nineteen feet water. The guns, (c.) provifion, and water were taken 
out of the Renown, Roebuck, and Romulus, to lighten them ; and 
we lay in that fituation on the open coaft in the winter feafon of the 
year, expofed to the infults of the enemy, for fixteen days, before an 
opportunity offered of going into the harbour, which was effeded 
without any accident, on the 20th of March, notwithftanding the 
enemy’s galleys continually attempted to prevent our boats from 
founding the channel. 
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in tke chaanel betweeii the tovvn and Shute’s Folly; a boom was ex- Notes to th<i 
tended acrofs, compofed of cables, chains, and fpars, fecured by the Chapter, 
ihips’ mafts, and defended from the town by ftrong batteries of 
pimento logs, in which were mounted upwards of forty pieces of 
heavy cannon. 

Every thing being in readinefs for •eroding the army over the 
Alhley river, the boats of the fleet, with the fiat boats, '.mder the 
command of Capt. Elphinftone and Capt. Evans of the Raifonable, 
the whole army, with the artillery and ftores neceffary for the liege, 
were landed under the cover of the galleys, on the town fide, with 
aftonifcing expedition. 

As foon as the army began to ered their batteries againll the town, 

I took the firfl: favourable opportunity to pafs Sullivan’s ifland, upon 
which there is a flrong fort and batteries, the chief defence of the 
harbour ; accordingly I weighed at one o’clock, on the (e.) pth ult., 
with the Roebuck, Richmond, Romulus, Blonde, Virginia, Raleigh, 
and Sandwich armed Ihip. The Renown bringing up the rear, and 
paffing through a fevere fire, anchored in about two hours under 
.James’ ifland, with the lofs of twenty-feven feamen killed and 
wounded. The Richmond’s foretop mall was Ihot away, and the Ihips 
in general fuftained damage in their malls and rigging ; however, not 
tnaterially in their hulls; But the Acetus tranfport, having on board a 
few naval ftores, grounded within gunlliot of Sullivan’s ifland, and re- 
ceived -fo much damage, that Ihe was obliged to be abandoned and bu rnt . 

Havino ilationed Ihips and armed vefleis off the different inlets, 
upon the coall, and the town being now nearly invelled, attempts 
Were made to pafs a naval force into Cooper river, by Hog’s ifland, 

H (the 


30 

to die 
rii'il 

,Chupi:cr* 
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^tlic nifliii cliflnusl bsin^ rendered imprsdlicable^ and rtna.!! veflels to 
carry heavy guns were fitted for that iervice ; But on being found the 
enemy had alfo funk veflels in that channel, and its entrance was de^ 
fended by the works on Sullivan’s ifland, and mount Pleafant, it was 
refolvedto difpoffefs them of the latter, by the feamen of the fleet,; 
and in the mean time, to arm the fmall veflels that had been taken 
by Earl Cornwallis in the Wandoo river. 

pOR this purpofe a brigade of five hundred feamen and marines was 
formed from the fquadron, and under the command of the Captains 
Hudfon, Orde, and Gambier, landed at day break, on the 39th, at 
mount Pleafant; where receiving information that the rebels were 
abandoning their redoubt at Lamprie’s point, (an advantageous pofl on 
Cooper river} they marched with a view of cutting off their rear, but, 
on a near approach, found the garrifon had efcaped in veflels to Charles 
town ; but their fudden appearance prevented the rebels from carry- 
ing off their cannon and ftores, or from deflroying theii works* 
About the fame time, a major, a captain, and fome other commif- 
fioned and non-commiffioned officers, with eighty privates, were made 
prifoners by the guard boats of the fleet, in retiring to the town. 

Captain Hudfon being relieved in his poft by Colonel Fergufon, 
returned to the fort at mount Pleafant, which being in the neighbour- 
hood of fort Sullivan, brought us in deferters daily, from whom I 
learnt very favourable accounts of its garrifon; I therefore (f.) formed 
a plan to attack Jt, which ffiould not interfere with the important 
operations the army were carrying on, and which now became every 
day more and more critical. 

Ths 
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The attention of the rebels, I found, had been chiefly direfled toNotes tothe 
the fQ|||j:h and call fides of the fort, which were tnoft open to attack ; Chapter, 
hut the weft face and north'Weft baftion, I difcovered, had been neg- 
lefted ; I therefore determined to attempt to carry the fort by ftorm, 
under cover of the fife from the ftiips of the fquadron. The Captains 
Hudfon and Gambler, and Captain Knowles, agent for tranfports, 
with two hundred fearaen and marines, embarked in the boats of the 
fquadron, in the night of the 4th inftant, and paffing by the fort un- 
obferved, landed before day light, and took pofieflion of a redoubt on 
the eaft end of the ifland; whilft other boats were preparing to carry 
over the fame iiumber of feamen and marines from mount Pleafant, 
under the command of Captain Orde. On the whole being ready, and 
the ftaips only waiting for the tide, to begin the attack, the fort was 
fummoned by Captain Hudfon, when, after a little confideration, the 
garrifon furrendered themfelves prifoners of war. A copy of the capi- 
tulation, and the return of prifoners and ftores, accompany this letter. 

The redu£lion of the city followed four days after ; for the prepara- 
tions to ftoi-m it in every part being in great forwardnefs, and the ftiips 
ready to move to the aftault, the town was fummoned on the 9th, by 
his Excellency Sir Henry Clinton, to furrender ; terms were in confe- 
quence propofed, and the enclofed capitulation, figned by the general 
and myfelf, the loth inftant. 

I HAVE commiffioned the rebel and French frigates, in the King’s 
ferviGe, and have given the command of them to officers ef long fer- 
vice, and acknowledged merit. ^ ^ 

The conduft of Sir Andrew Hammond, of the Roebuck, who 
bears this difpatch to you, deferves particular mention ; whether in the 

H 3 
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H«.=.t<,.h. great line o£ fervice, or in the detail of duty, he has been ever ready, 
Ch'S^r. forward, and animated. The Captains Hudfon, Orde, Gamb,^ El- 
phinftone, and Evans, have diftinguiflied themfelves particularly on 
fiiore ; and the officers and feamen, who have ferved with them on this 
occafion, have obferved the moft perfed diiciphne. 

Our whole lofs in the Ihips and galleys, and the batteries on ihore, 
is twenty-three feamen killed, and twenty-eight wounded ; among the 
latter is Lieutenant Bowers, of the Europe, but in fair way of re- 
covery.- 

The fleet has endeavoured moft heartily and ef&aually to co-operate 
with the army in every poffible inftance ; and the moft perfeft harmony 
has fubfifted between us. 

I juft add, that rebel privateering has recently received a fevere 
check; the Iris and Galatea having lately, in the fpace of ten days^ 
taken nine privateers, (two of which were Ihips of twenty guns, and. 
none lefs than fixteen) and eight hundred feamen.. 

I have the honour to be,. 

SIR, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

M. ARBUTHNOlt 


J llfi. of rebel Jhips (h.) f war taken or dejlroyed In the harbour f 

Charles town. 

THE Bricole, pierced for 6 o, mounting 44 guns, twerrty-four and 

eighteen pounders, funk, her captain, officers, and company, pn- 
® foiiers. 
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foners.— The Truite, 26 twelve pounders, funk, her captain, &c. pri- Note^ to the 
feiners. — Queen of France, 28 nine pounders, funk, ditto. ~ General Chapter. 
Moultrie, 20 fix. pounders, funk, ditto. Notre Dame, (brig) 1 6 ditto, 
funk, ditto. — •Providence, 32 guns, eighteen- and twelve pounders, 
taken, captain, officers, and company, prironers..-— Bofton, of the fame 
fiDrce, taken, ditto.— .Ranger, 20 fix pounders, taken, ditto.- # 

F R E N- G H SHIP S.. 

L’!A.vanture, 26 nine and fix. pounders, commanded by the Sieur 
de Brulot, Lieutenant de fV'aiHeau, taken, ditto. Polacre, 16 fix 
pounders, taken. — Some empty brigs lying at the wharfs, with other 
. fmall veflels, were alfo taken, with four armed galleysf 

M. ARBUTHNOT.. 


Jtrticles (g.) of Capitulatmny agreed on b'ePwetn- Captain Charles Hudfon;- 
commander of His Majejiy^s Jhip the Richmond , and Hieuienant-coidnel 
Scott j commandant- of fort Mouliricj on the fitrrender of that fori and its ' 
dependencies f Myr 7, rySo.. 

Art. I. THAT the troops in garrifon ffiall be allowed to march- 
out with the ufual honours of war, and to pile their, arms outfide of 
the gate.. 


Art. II.. That all the officers in garrifonf as well contihental as ' 
militia, and the non-commiflioned officers and privates of the militia, 
fhall be confidered as prifoners of war at large on their parole, , until 
exchanged ; . and be allowed, in the mean time, to refide with their fa- 
milies and friends, Charles town excepted,, as it is at prefent- under 
■fiege. 

' Art* 
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Art. IJI, That the continental and militia officers be permitted to 
wear their iide arms. 

Art. IV. That the flaves and other property of every individual in 
garrifon be fecured to their refpeftiye owners : That all luch flaves in 
garrifon, belonging to perfons out of it, be fecured to their refpeaive 
owners in fuch manner as may be agreed upon between Captain Hud- 
fon and the commanding officer of the fort. - 

Art. V. All property, flaves, &c. to be fecured to each individual 
of the garrifon ; fuch as is lodged in the fort for fecurity or otherwife, 
belonging to individuals, not of the garrifon, to be delivered up. 

Art. VL That the fick have every neceffary accommodation, and 
all the continental private foldiers be treated in a humane manner, and 
not rigoroufly confined .; every humanity to be fliewn to both fick and 
■well. 

Art. Vn. The fort, artillery, arms, ammunition, and flores, of 
all kinds, to be delivered up to fuch officers and guard as Captain Hud- 
fon lhall think proper to fend for that purpofe. 

Art. VIII. The garrifon to march out of the fort, and pile their 
arms early in the morning, in front of the Britifh forces, who w'ill be 
.drawn up before the entrance of the fort on the occafion. 

CHAR L E S H U D S ON. 

WILLIAM SCOTT, 
Lieut, Col. ifl: reg. ‘and commandant 
of fort Moultrie. 


A Copy. 

M. Arbuthnot, 

I 
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Fort Moultrie, on Sullivan’s ifland, May 7, 1780. 

A return of the garrifon effort Moultrie, made f rtf oners of war hy a hri~ Notes to the 
gade of feamen and marines, commanded hy Captains Hudfon, Gambier, Chapter. 
and Knowles, of the royal navy. 


Continental commiffioned officers. — Lieutenant colonel, !,; 
Captains, 3 ; Lieutenants, 4; Non-commiffioned and privates, no. 


Militia.-— Captains, 2 ; Lieutenants, 7 ; Nbn-commiffioned and 
privates, 9 r. 


(Signed) CHA. HUDSON. 


A return of ordnance and other fores taken on fort Moultrie, on Sullhan's. 
if and, by the naval brigade, Mayyth, 1780. 

I R O N G R D N A N G E. 

Twenty- four pounders, 9 ; eighteen pounders,. 7- ; twelve pounders, 
10 ; nine pounders, 9; fix pounders, 2; four pounders, 4 ; mortar of 
ten inches, i . Total of iron ordnance, 41, 

ROUND SHOT. 

Twenty-four pounders, 539 ; eighteen pounders, 613 ; t welve poun* • 
ders, 690 ; nine pounders, 1334 ; fix pounders, 264 ; four pounders, , 
369. Total, 3809. 

BAR SHOT. 

Twenty- four pounders, 50; eighteen pounders, 47; twelve poun-- 
ders, 42; nine pounders, 9. Total of bar ffiot, 148, 


GRAPE. 



Notes to tlic Twenty-four pounders, 82; eighteen pounders', 50 ; twelve 

Fidl 

Chapter, -ders, 42; uiiie pounders, 50. Total of grape ihot, 224. 


Twelve pounders, 13; nine pounders, 56 ; fix pounders, 3 
pounders, 34. Total of cannifter ihot, 122. 


Ten-inch Ihells, 1 20 ; fix-inch ihells, 32 ; lint flocks, 54 ; barrels 
of powder, 46; worms, ladles, and fponges, 193; lanthorns. To? 
handfpikes, 256-; flannel cartridges for field pieces, 9S ; mufquet car- 
tridges, 6032; beds fpare, 35 ; coins fpare, 39; ftand of arms, 520; 
cartridges filled, 3706 ? Blank cartridges, 1994 ? port fires, 250 ; fpare 
fufes, 300; hand granadoes, 120; bits and prickers, 80 ; reams of 
paper, .2 ; tubes fpare, iioo ; fpare gun carnages, 9 ; barrels of tur- 
pentine, 40; 3 waggons ; i fling cart for great guns ; 1 gin ? i ditto 
fall and .flings ? i .water-engine ; 3 coils of rope, (four inches.) 

((Signed) CHA. HUDSOM. 

-A Copy. 

M. Arbuthnot. 


■ Supplement to the X,ondon Gazette .Extraordinary i 
^tiopy of .'the fummons fent to Major-general Lincoln, the <ioth of April, 


■'Cainp'before Charles town, Aitrll 16, 1780. 

S i (a.) llenry Clnitbn, K. B. .general and commander in chief ofl 
Bis Majefty’s forces 4 n the colonies lying on the Atlantic, from Nova 

•Scot% 
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Scotia, &c. &c. and Vice-admiral Arbutiuiot, commander in chief of Notes to the 

' Firit' 

His Majefty’s Ihlps, &c. in North America, &c. &c. regretting the Chapter, 
efFufion of blood, and the diftrefTes which muft now commence, deem, 
it confonant to humanity to warn the town and garrifon of Charles 
town of the havock and defolation with which they are threatened 
from the formidable force furroimding them by land and fea. An al- 
ternative is offered at this hour to the inhabitants of faviiig their lives 
and property, (contained in the town) or of abiding hythefatal confe- 
quences of a cannonade and florm-. . 

Should the place in a fallacious fecurity, or its commander in a 
wanton indifference to the fate of its inhabitants, delay the furrender, 
or fhould public flores or fhipping be deffroyed, the refentment of an 
exafperated foldiery may intervene ; but the fame mild and Gompaf- 
fionate offer can never be renewed. 

The refpedive commanders, who hereby fummon the towij, do not 
apprehend fo rafh a part as farther refiffance will be taken ; but rather 
that the gates will be opened, and themfelves received with a degree 
of confidence which will forbode farther reconciliation. 

(Signed) H. C L I N T O N. 

M. A RBU T HNO'T, 


■Copy qf a letter from Major-general Lincoln to General Sir Henry Clinton 
and Vice-admiral Arbuihnot^ dated Charles town., April lo, 1780. 


Gentlemen, - 

(b.) I HAVE received your fummons of this date. Sixty days 
have paffed fince it has been known that your intentions againfl this 

I town 
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Notes to the towii were hoftile, iti which time has been afforded to abandon it ; but 

'Firfi: ' 

Chapter, duty and inclination point to the propriety of fupporting it to the laft 
extremity. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) B. LINCOLN, 
Commanding in the fouth 
department. 

Copy of a letter from Sir Henry Clinton to Major-general Lincoln, dated 
camp before Charles town. May iy%o. 

SIR, 

CIRCUMSTANCBD as I now am with refpea to the place in» 
veiled, humanity only can induce me to lay within your reach the 
terms I had determined ihould not again be proffered. 

The fall of fort Sullivan, the deflrudtion on the 6th inflant of what 
remained of your cavalry, the critical period to which our approaches 
againfl the town have brought us, mark this as the term of your hopes 
of fuccour, (could you ever have framed any) and as an hour beyond 
which refiflance is temerity. 

By this lafl fummons, therefore, I throw to jDur charge whatever 
vindidive feverity exafperated foldiers may inflid on the unhappy peo- 
ple whom you devote, by perfevering in a fruitlefs defence. 


your anfwer until eight o’clock, when hoftilities will 
furrendered. 


soiJ'TirEffiif pl'o'vifircks^ 6’r A'M']SR'i<i'A, 5^ 

(c.) In confequence of this letter, articles of capitulation were pro- NotM to the 
pofed by Major-general Lincoln, and anfwered by their Excellencies Chapter. 
General Sir Henry Clinton, Knight of the Bath, and Vice-admiral 
Arbuthnot ; vphich anfwers being deemed by General Lincoln to be in- 
dmiffible, he propofed that other articles, which he then fent, might 
be acceded to. Thofe articles were rejefted by Sir Henry Clinton and 
Vice-admiral Arbuthnot ; and on the 1 1 th of !May Major-general Lin- 
coln wrote the following letter : 


Copy of a letter from Major general Lincoln to General Sir Henry Clinton^ 
dated Charles temon. May 

SIR, ■ 

T H E fame motives of humanity which inclined you to propofe ar- 
ticles of capitulation to this garrifon, induced me to offer thofe I had 
the honour of fending you on the 8 th inflaht. They then appeared 
to me ftich as I might proffer, and you receive, with honour to both 
parties. Your exceptions to them, as they principally concerned the 
militia and citizens, I then conceived were' fuch as could not be con- 
curred with ; but a (d.) recent application from thofe people, wherein 
they exprefs a wiliingnefs to comply with them, and a wifh on my part 
to lefTen as much as may be the diflreifes of war to individuals, lead 
me now to offer you my acceptance'of them, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) B. LINCOLN. 

His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton. 





Notes to the Copy of a letter from Sir Henry Clinton to Major-general Lmcolnj dated 
Chapter. camp before Charles town^ May 1780. - 


W H E N you rejeded the favourable terms which were diftated by 
an earned; defire to prevent the efFufion of blood, and interpofed articles 
that were wholly inadmiflible, both the admiral and myfelf were of 
opinion that the furrender of the town at difcretion was the only con- 
dition that fliould afterwards be attended to ; but as the motives which 
then induced them are ftiir prevalent, I now inform you that the terms : 
then offered will ftill be ^ranted., 


A COPY of the. articles fhall be fent for your ratification as. foon as' 
they can be prepared; and immediately after they are exchanged, a 
detachment of grenadiers will be fent to take^'pofiefiion of the horn, 
work oppofite your main gats. Every arrangement which may con- 
duce to good order in occupying the town, fliall be fettled before noon 
to-morrow, and at that time your garrifon will march out. . 


I have the honour to be, &c 


Major-general Lincoln, 


* , ^ ' 
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SOUTH CAROLINA. 

jdHkles of capitulathn between their Excellencies Sir Henry Clinton, Knight 'ttiam to the 
of the Bath, general and commander in chief of His Majefy s forces /a Chapter. 
the feveral provinces and colonies on the Atlantic, from Nova Scotia tO ' : ^ 

Wef Florida inclufve, Mariot Arbuthnot, Ffq, Vice-admiral of the 
Blue, and commander in chief of all His Majefy's Jhips and vejjels in 
North America, and Major-general Benjamin 'Lincoln, commanding in 
chief in the town and harbour of Charles town^ 

Art. L- that all adls of hoffillty and work’ fhall ceafe between- 
the befiegers and the befieged, until the articles of capitulation lhall be 
agreed on, lignedj and executed, or colledtively rejedled. 

Answer. All afts of hoflility and work fhall ceafe, until the ar- 
ticles of capitulation are finally agreed to or rejeified. 

Art. II. The town and fortifications jEhall be furrendered to the 
commander in chief of the Britifh forces, fuch as they now Hand. 

Answer. The town and fortifications, with the fhipping at the 
wharfs, artillery, and all other public ftores whatfoever, lliall be fur- 
rendered in their prefent fiate to the commanders of the invefting 
forces ; proper officers fhall attend from the refpeiflive departments tc 
receive them.-.. 

Art. hi. The (f.) continental troops and failors, with their bag-- 
gage, lhall be conduced to a place to be agreed on, where they ffiall re- 
main prifoners of -war until exchanged. While prifoners, they fiiall be 
lupplied with good and wholefome provifions in fuch quantity as is-' 
ferved out to tlie troops of-Ills Britannic Majefiy. . 

Answer. Granted;- . 



Ae.T;. 



Art. IV. The militia now in garrifon fhall be permitted to return 


Chapter, to their refpedive homes, and be feciired in their perfons and property. 
Answer. The militia (g.) now in garrifon lhall be permitted to re- 
turn to their refpediive homes as prifoners on parole ; which parole, as 
long as they obferve, Ihall fecure them from being molefted in their 
property by the Eritifh troops. 


Art. V. The fick and wounded lhall be continued under the care 
■ of their own furgeons, and be fupplied with medicines and fuch necef- 
faries as are allowed to the Britilh hofpitals. 

Answer. Granted. 


Art. VI. The officers of the army and navy fhall keep their 
horfes, fwords, piftols, and baggage, which fhall not be fearched, and 
retain their fervants. 

Answer. Granted, (i.) except with refpedl to the horfes, which 
will not be allowed to go out of the town, but may be difpofed of by 
a perfon left from each corps for that purpofe. 


Art. Vll. The garrifon. fhall, at an hour appointed, march out 
’’-with fhouldered arms, drums beating, and colours flying, to a place, 
to be agreed on, where they will pile their arms. 

Answer. The whole (e.) garrifon fhall, at an hour to be appointed, 
h out of the town to the ground between the works of the place 
and the .canal, where they will depoflt their arms. The drums are 
not to beat a Brilifh march, or colourlto be uncafed. 


Art. VIII. That the French conful, his houfe, papers, and other 
moveable property, fhall be protedled and untouched, and a proper 
' ’ ' ’ * ' to any place that may afterwards be 

agreed 
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agreed "upon between him and the commander in chief of the Britiih Notes to the 

■ . . Firft 

forces. 

Answer. Agreed, with this reflridion, that he is to confider him- 
felf as a prifonjr on parole. 

Art. IX. That the citizens fliali be protected in their perfons 
and properties. * 

Answer. All civil officers, (h.) and the citizens who have borne 
arms during the liege, muft be prilbners on parole ; and with refpeft 
to their property in the city, lhall have the fame terms as are granted 
to the militia ; and all other perfons now in the townj not to be de- 
fcribed in this or other article, are notwithftanding tinderftood to be 
prifoners on parole. 


Art . X. That a twelvemonth’s time be allowed all fuch as do 
not chufe to continue under the Britilh government to dilpofe of their 
effects, real and perfonal, in thfe Hate, without any moleftation what- 
ever ; or to remove fuch part thereof as they chufe, as well as them- 
felves and families ; and that, during that time, they or any of them 
may have it at their option to refide occafionally in town or country. 

Answer, The difcuffion of this article of courfe* cannot poffibly 
be entered into at prefent.^^ 


Art, XI. That the fame protedion to their perfons and proper- 
ties, and the fame time for the removal of their effefls, be given to 
the fubjeds of France and Spain, as are required for the citizens in. 
the preceding article. . 

Answer. 1 he fubjeds of France and Spain lhall have the fame< 
terms as are granted to the French conful. 


Z'. 




Art. 
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Notes to the Art. XIT. That a veffel be permitted to go to Philadelphia with 
Chapter, the general’s difpatches, which are not to be opened. 

Answer. Granted, (k.) and a proper veliei w’ith a flag will be 
provided for that purpofe. 


All public papers and records mufl: be carefully preferved, and 
faithfully delivered to fuch. perfons as fliall be appointed to receive 
them. 

Done in Charles town. May 12, 1780. 

B. L I N C O L Ns 

Done in camp before Charles town, May 12, 1780. 

(Signed) H. CLINTON. 

M. ARBUTHNOT. 


"^otal of the rebel forces commanded by Major-general Lincoln at the fur- 
render of Charles town^ May 12, 1780, now prif oners of war, 

TWO major generals, 5 brigadier generals, 3 majors of brigade, 

1 6. colonels, p lieutenant colonels, 41 cornets or enfigns, i paymafter, 
7 adjutants, 6 quarter mailers, 18 furgeons, 6 mates, 322 ferjeants, 
M37 drummers, 4710 rank and file. 

of a return iigned ly the Britlfli coramiffary of 

7J: 0'h’:N 

Deputy adjutant general. 


Return 
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Return vf or dnmcey (^ ammunition in Charles toivn, Notes to the 

fur rendered, to His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton, Knight of the Bath, chapter. 
commander in chief of His Majefy's forces, &c. May 14, 1780, 

Ordnance mounted on carriages and beds, with fde arms, Wc. 

BRAS S G U N S. 

One fix pounder, 17 four ditto, 3 three ditto. 

B R A S S M O R T A R S. 

One ten inch, I nine inch three quarters, r feven inch one quarter, 

3 five inch and half, 3 four inch and half, i eight-inch brafs howitzer, 

IRON GUNS. 

Twelve twent,y*fix pounders, 12 twenty.four ditto, 29 eighteen 
ditto, 79 twelve ditto, 70 nine ditto, 27 fix ditto, 44 four ditto, 6 
three^half-pound fwivels, 2 carronades, 3 four pounders. 

^ ^ 

Forty twent^'-fix pounders, 626 twenty- four ditto, 1219 eighteen 
ditto, 3120 twelve ditto, 2089 nine ditto, 500 fix ditto, 700 four ditto, 

100 three ditto. 

CASE FIXED With F 

Three thonfand two hundred and thirty-fix four pounders, 108 three 
dittO), 420 two ditto, 

hi 



SHELLS, 



SHELLS, E M P T Y. 

Notes to the Ninety ten inch, 96 nine ditto three quarters, 150 eight ditto, 30 
Chapter, fevea ditto three quarters, 40 fix ditto three quarters, 26 five ditto and 
half, I OQ four ditto and half, 213 hand granadoes, fixed. 


SHOT, GRAPE AND CASE, UNFIXED. 

Fifteen twenty-four pounders, 96 eighteen ditto, 256 twelve ditto, 
897 nine ditto, 214 four ditto ; mufquet fhot, 3 cwt. 


Eighty-fix eighteen pounders, 209 twelve ditto, 40 four ditto j 55 
fponges, with ftaves and rammer heads, of forts ; 209, ladles, with 
fi:aves, &c., of forts; 21. wadhooks, with ftaves.. 


- HANDSPIKES. 

One hundred and twenty-nine common, 41 iron-crow leavers, Sa- 
fpikes, with ^ ^ 

CARTRIDGIS, FLANNEL, filled.. 

Two hundred and twenty nine-pounders,, 8 four pounders. 


DITTO, PAPER, FILLED;. 

hundred and fixty-three t wen ty-faur pounders,. 422 eighteen* 
455 twelve ditto, 671 nine ditto, 20 four ditto, .100 three ditto, 
^5’55° naufquet cartridges filled with ball, 7796 carabine ditto, 2 car- 
riages, fpare four pounders, 71 cutlaffes; 3 gun triangles, with blocks 

complete ; 
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complete; 14 lanterns, common ; naatch flow, acwt.; 376 barrels Notes 
of powder, corned ; 37 powder horns. Chapter. 

PAPER CARTRIDGES; EMPTY. 

Two hundred and twenty twenty-four pounders, 941 eighteen ditto, , 

Soo tw'elve ditto, 990 nine ditto, 400 fix ditto, 6 dozen port fires, 

270 tin tubes filled, 6000 ditto empty. 

FRENCH MUSa.UETS. 

Eight hulidred and forty-feven in flore, 4569 delivered at the abbatis, 

15 ftands of regimental colours. 

Large quantities of mufquet cartridges, arms, and other fmall 
articles, not included in the above return : The fcattered fituation of 
the different {lores not admitting of collefting them in fo ftiort a time, 

A more exad account will be given as foon as poffible. 

Brafs guns, 21 ; mortars, 9 ; howitzers, i ; iron guns, 280. To* 
tal, 311. Befides the ordnance taken in fort Moultrie, Lampries, 
mount Pleafant, and on board the veffels, amounting in the whole to 
eighty or ninety pieces ; and one ten*inch mortar. 

i V v ' .y 

( (Signed) PETER TRAILLE, 

Major, commanding in the royal 
artillery. 

Kz. , (NOTE, 






(NO T E I. ) 
'London Oazeiie’. 


Notesto tlie Copy of a letter from General Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Lord George 
Chapter. Germain^ dated Head garters, Churks towu. South Carolina, fune g. 


y ■ Mri Ijowi, , 

I HAVE the honour to enclofe, for your lordfhip’s information, 
the copies of two proclamations I have found it neceffary to iflue as 
commander in chief, and the copy of a handbill which has been circu- 
lated amongft the inhabitants, and appears to have had a very good 
cfFcdi:, 

I have- the honour to be, &c. 

H. CLINTON. 


Handbill ijfued efter the Jurrender of Charles town, 

WHEN the royal afnay arrived in South Carolina, the commander 
In chief avoided, as much as poffible, every meafure which might ex- 
cite the loyal inhahitants to rife in favour of government, and thus 
ng danger and trouble upon themfelves, at a time when the King’s 
ny, being employed in the reduflion of Charles town, could not 
or fecoiid their flruggles. 


The blood of the loyalifts that had been unhappily fhed, and the 
feverities which had been infiided on them by the rebels, in confe- 
quence of the former fpirited but ill-timed infurredions of the King’s 
numerous friends on the back of both Carolinas, had already occafioned 
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too much grief and regret to His Majefty, and the fellow fubjeds in Notes tothe 
Europe, for him wantonly to bring again into hazard the lives and hap- Ci^ter. 
pinefsof men who deferve fo well of their country. 

But Charles town, with its harbour, and fort Moultrie, being now 
reduced, and their garrifons, to the amount of fix thoufand men, with 
all their arms, ftores, artillery, and fhips of war, being in pofleffion 
of His Majefty’s forces, the time is come when it is equally the intereft 
and duty of every good man to be in readinefs to join the King’s troops, 
and affift them in eftablifliing juftice and liberty, and in reftoring and 
fecuring tlieir own property, whenever they Ihall march to fupport 
them againft the fmali rebel parties that ftill linger at a diftance in the 
province. 


After fo much diforder, viorenee, and oppreffion, the helping hand 
of every man (,a.) is wanted to re-eftabliflr peace and good government; 
and as the commander in chief wilhed not to draw the King’s friends 
into danger, when any doubt could remain of their fuccefs ; fo now 
that that is certain, he trufls that one and* all will heartily join, and, 
by a general concurrence, give efFeft to fuch neceffary meafures for 
that purpofe, as, from time to time, may be pointed out to them. 
And they may reft aflured that every means wilfbe ufed to.avoid giving 
them any trouble but what is neceffary to fecure to them peace, liberty, 
and profperity. 


In order to attain thefe happy ends, it is the duty of all men, who 
wifh well to themfelves and their country, to be ready at a moment, 
'ivith their arms, to regain their juft rights, and fupport the free con- 
ftitution of their forefathers, under which we all increafed and prof- 
pered. 


Those 



CAMPAIGNS OTP. AND 'I781 IN’ THE 

die Those \vhQ have families will form a militia to remain at home, 
Chapter, and ocGafionally to alTemble in their own diilridls, when required, un- 
der officers of their, own chufing, for the maintenanee of peace and 
good order.- Thofe who have no families, and can conveniently be 
^ for a time, it is hoped will chearfully affift His Majefly’s 

troops in driving their rebel oppreflbrs, and all the miferies of war, 
far from the province. 


For this purpofe it is necefTary that the young men be ready to 
aflemble when required, and ferve with the King’s troops for any fix 
months of the'enfuing twelve that may be found requifite, under pro- 
regulations. They may chnfe officers to each company to com- 
mand them, and will be allowed, when on fervice, pay, ammunition, 
and provifioiis, in the fame manner as the King’s troops. When they 
jcdn the army, each man will be furnifhed with a ceitificate, declaring 
that he is only engaged to ferve as a militia man for the time fpecified ; 
that he is not to be marched beyond North Carolina and Georgia} 
nd that when the time is out, he is freed from all claims whatever of 
military fervice, except the common and ufual militia duty where he 


He will then have paid his debt to his country, and be entitled to 
ei^oy-, undiflurbed, that peace, liberty, and property, at home, which 
had contributed to fecure» 
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S O U T H C A R O L I N A. 

By His Excellency Sir Henry Clmtoni Knight of the mof honourable order to xha 
of the Bath ^ general and commander in chief of all His Majeffs forces Cimptci-.. 
within the colonies lying on the Atlantic oceans from Nova Scotia to 
Wef Florida Inclufve. . 


PROCLAMATION.. 

WHEREAS, notwithflanding the gracious offers wHich-have been 
made to receive to His Majeftj’s peace and protedion, with pardon 
and oblivion for their pah: offences,, all. thole his deluded and infatuated 
fubjehs, who fhould return to their duty, and a due obedience to the 
laws, yet there are fome wicked and defperate men, , who, regardlefs 
of the ruin and mifery in which the country will be involved, are 
hill endeavouring to fupport the. flame of rebellion, and, under pre- 
tence of authority derived from- the late ufurped legill^tureSj. are at- 
tempting, by enormous fines, grievous imprifonments, and fangui- 
nary punifhments.,, to compel His Majehy’s faithful and unwilling 
fubjedts to take up arms againft' his authority and government.; and it- 
is therefore become neceffary, as well for the protedion of the loyal 
fubjeds, as to procure the eflablifhment of peace and good govern- 
ment in the country, to prevent, by the terror of example, fuch 
enormous offences being committed in future : I have therefore 
thought fit to iflue this my proclamation; to declare, (b.) that if any 
perfon fhall hereafter appear in arras, in order to prevent the eflablifh- 
ment of His Majehy’s government in this country, or fliall, under, 
any pretence or authority whatfoever, attempt to compel any other 
perfon or perfons to do fo, or who fhall hinder or intimidate, or. at- 
tempt to hinder or intimidate, the King’s faithful and loyal fubjeds 
3 from . 
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the from joining his forces, or otherwife performing thofe duties their 

r, -allegiance requires, fuch perfon or perfons fo offending flrall be treated 
■•^vith that feverity fo criminal and hardened an obflinacy will deferve, 
and his or their eftates will be immediately feized, in order to be con- 
fifcated. And for the encouragement of the King’s faithful and 
peaceable fubjedls, I do again affure them, that they fhall meet with 
effedlual countenance, protedtion, and fupport ; and whenever the 
fituatlon of the country will permit of the reiloration of civil govern- 
ment and peace, they will, by the commiffioners appointed by His 
Majefly for that purpofe, be reftored to the full poffeffioa of that 
liberty in their perfons and property which they had before expe- 
rienced under the Britifh government. And that fo defirable an event 
may be the more fpeedily accomplifhed, 1 do hereby, in His Majefty’s 
name, require and command all perfons whatfoever to be aiding and 
afiifting to his forces, whenever they fhall be required, in order to ex- 
tirpate the rebellion, and thereby reftore peace and profperity to this, 
at prefent, defolated and diftradted country. 


Given under my hand, at head quarters in Charles town, the 33d 
day of May, 1780. 

(Signed) H. CLINTON. 


By his excellency’s command, 

(Signed) Nathaniel Philips, 
Affifting fecrstary. 


(COPY.) 
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SOUTH CAROLINA. 

By Mis Excellency Sir Henry Clinton, Knight of the moji honouraik erder '^ott% tatht 
of the Bath, general and commander in chief of all His Majefy's forces Chapter. 
within the colonies lying on the Atlantic ocean, from Nova Scotia to 
IVeJi Florida inclufive, &c, &c. &c. 

PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS after the arrival of His Majefty’s forces under my 
command in this province, in February laR, numbers of perfons were 
made prifoners by the army, or voluntarily furrendered themfelves as 
fuch, and fuch perfons were afterwards difmifl'ed on their refpedtive 
paroles ; and whereas fince the furrender of Charles town, and the de- 
feats and difperfion of the rebel forces, -it is become unneceirary that 
fuch paroles fhould be any longer obferved ; and proper that all per- 
fons fhould take an adive part in fettling and fecuring His Majefty’s 
government, and delivering the country from, that anarchy which for 
fome time paft hath prevailed ; I do hereby iffue this my proclama- 
tion, to declare, that all the inhabitants of this province, who are now 
prifoners upon parole, and were not in the military line, (thole who 
were in fort Moultrie and Charles town at the times of their capitula- 
tion and furrender, or w’ere.then, in adual confinement excepted) that 
froni and after the twentieth day of June inflant, they are freed and 
exempted from all fuch paroles, and may hold themfelves as reftored 
to all the rights and duties belonging to citizens and inhabitants. 


And all perfons under the defc rip tion before mentioned, who £h all 
afterwards negled to return to their allegiance, and to His Majefty’s 

tt; governmentji^ 
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Notes to the government, will be confidered as enemi es and rebels to the fame, and 

Firfl: - i 

Chapter, treated accordmgly. 

Given under my hand, at head quarters in Charles town, the 3d; 
day of June, 1780, and in the twentieth year of His Majefty’s reign. 

(Signed) H. GLINT O N. 

By his excellency’s command, 

(Signed) Peter Russel,. 

Affifling fecretary.. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

By Sir Henry Clinton, Knight of the Bath, general of His Majeff s forces, . 
I md Mariot Arhuthnot, Efquire, vice admiral of the blue. His Majeffs. 

cofnmijjioners to ref ore peace and good government in the feveral colonies 
in rebellion in North America. 

P R O C L A M A T I O N. 

HIS Majefty having been pleafed by his letters patent, under the 
great feal of Great Britain, to appoint us to be his commiffioners, to 
reftore the bleffings of peace and liberty to the feveral colonies in re- 
bellion in America,, we do hereby make public his moft gracious in- 
tentions, and in obedience to his commands, do declare to fuch of his 
deluded fubjedls as have been perverted from their duty by the fadlious 
arts of felf-interefted and ambitious men, that they wiU be received 
with mercy and forgivenefs, if they immediately return to their alle- 
giance, and a due obedience to thofe laws and that government which 
they formerly boaRed was their heft birthright and nobleft inheri- 

a : ■ V 
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tance ; and upon a due experience of the fincerity of their profeffions, Notes to the 
a full and free pardon will be granted for the treafonabie offences Chapter, 
which they have heretofore committed, in fuch manner and form as 
His Majefty’s commiffion doth dire£l. * 

Nevertheless it is only to thofe, who, convinced of their errors, 
are firmly refolved to return to and fupport that government under 
which they were formerly fo happy and free, that thefe gracious offers 
are once more renewed ; and therefore thofe perfons are excepted, 
who, notwithftanding their prefent hopelefs fituation, and regardlefs 
of the accumulating preflure of the mlferies of the people, which their 
infatuated condud muff contribute to increafe, are neverthelefs ffill lb 
hardened in their guilt, as to endeavour to keep alive the flame of re- 
bellion in this province, which will otherwife foon be reinftated in its 
former profperity, fecurity, and peace. 

Nor can we at prefent refolve to extend the royal clemency to 

thofe who are polluted with the blood of their fellow citizens, moff: 

■'0 

wantonly and*inhumanly fhed under the mock forms of juftice, be- 
caufe they refufed fubmiffion to an ufurpation which they abhorred, 
and would not oppofe that government with which they deemed 
themfelves infeparably connedled : And in order to give quiet and 
content to the minds of His Majefty’s faithful and well-affe£ted fub- 
jeds, we do again affure them, that they fhall have effedual counte- 
nance, protedion, and fupport, and, as foon as the' fituation of the * 
province will admit, the inhabitants wilt be re-inftated in the poffef- 
fion of all thofe rights and immunities which they heretofore enjoyed 
under a free Brithh government, exempt from taxation, except by 
their own legillature : And we do hereby call upon all His Majefly’s 
faithful fubjeds, to be aiding with their endeavours, in-order that a 


X- s meafure 
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Notes to the meafure fo conducive to their own happlnefs, and the welfare and 
CMpfer. profperity of the province, maybe the more fpeedily and eafily at- 
tained. 


Given und'er our hands and feals, at Charles town, the ift day of 
June, in the twentieth year of His Majcfty’s reign, and in the year 
of our Lord 17 80. 


By their excellencies command, 

James Simpson, Sec 


ExtraSi of a letter from Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornwdlls, 
Charles towny May ly, I 


YOUR (a.) lordfhip has already with you (in the field j two 
thoufand five hundred and forty-two rank and file ; but if you have 
the leaft reafon to fuppofe the enemy likely to be in great number, 
you fliall be reinforced with the 42 ( 3 , the light infantry, and any 
ether corps you chufe. As. your move is important, it muft. not be 
fiinted,. I will give you- all you whh of every fort. Let me know 
what it is as foon as poffible. In the mean time, I ftiall order the 
light infantry and 42d regiment to prepare ;; depending upon- it, that 
as foon as you can. fpare them, you will return them, to me; for all 
I. . opera- 
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operations to the northward muft be cramped without them. If you Notes ^ the 
chufe to keep the I yth dragoons, you are heartily welcome to them Chapter.- 
during this move. ■ 

of a letter from JLarl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton^ dated 
Camp at Henew’s, eaf fde of Santee y May 31 , 1780 . 

T H E march of the light infantry and 43d to Monk’s corner will 
he of ufe to- thofe corps, and will help to fpread alarm through the 
country; but from what I hear, Ido not believe that there can be 
any neceffity for detaining any part of the firft embarkation a moment- 
after the fhips are ready foe t-ietm 


(NOTE L. ) 

Copy of a fumrmns fent hy Lieutenant-colonel Ldrleton to Colonel Bufordy . 
dated IFacfawSy May 2^y I'jZo.. 

^ S T R, 

RESISTANCE being vam, to prevent the effufion of human; 
blood, I make. offers which can never be repeated:— You (a.) are now 
almolbencompaffed by a corps of feven hundred light troops on- horfe- 
back ; half of that number are infantry with cannon, the reft cavalry 1 
Earl Corwallis is likewife within a ihort march with nine Britifti bat*- 
talions., 

I. WARN you of the temerity of farther ihimical proceedings, and 'I: 
bold out the following conditions,, which are nearly the fame as were. 

:acceptedi 
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Notssto the accepted by Charles town : But if any perfons attempt to fly after this 
Chapter, flag is received, reft aflured,^ that their rank .fliall not protedl them, if 
taken, from rigorous treatment. 


ift Art. All officers to he prifoners of war, but admitted to 
parole, and allowed to return to their habitations till exchanged. 


2d Art. All continental foldlers to go to Lamprie’s point, or any 
neighbouring poft, to remain there till exchanged, and to receive the 
fame provifions as Britifh foldiers. 


3d Art. All militia foldiers to be prifoners upon parole at their 
refpedive habitations. 


All arms, artillery, ammunition, ftores 
&c. to be faithfully delivered. 


5th Art. All officers to be allowed their private baggage and 
horfes, and to have their fide arms returned. 


I EXPECT an anfwer to thefe propofition-s as foon as poffible ; if they 
are accepted, you will order every perfon under your command to pile 
his arms in one hour after you receive the flag : If you are rafh 
.enough to rejeft them, the blood be upon your head. 

i have the honour to be, 

(Signed) B A N. T A R L E T O N, 

Lieutenant colonel, commandant 
of the Britifti legion. 

C!oloii«l Birford, "^c. iBco. 


■i 
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Notes toth# 

' ' Firfi ' 

Wopy of Coknel Buford's mfwer to Lkutenant-colonelTarleton's ChapttT. 


funmons to furrender. 


S I R, 


WaGfaws, May 29, ijSo,- 


(b.) r R E JE CT your propofals, and fhali defend myfelf to the 
extremity. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A B R, BUFORD, Colonel 

Eieut. CqI. Tarieton, ' 

Commanding Britifli legion. 


(NOTE M. ) 

*• -j*- 

Mondon Gasiette Extraordinary*. 

Whitehall, July 5, 1780. 

follouDing letters from Sir Henry- CUnUn, Knight of the Bath.) corn-' 
mander in chief of His Majefy's forces in North America, to the Right 
Hon, Lord George Germain, one -of His Majefy's principal fecretaries of 
fate, were this ddy received hy Lieutenant~colonel Bruce, one of Sir 
Henry Clinton's aids-de^campf whoiarrived in the South-Carolina packet. 

Head Quarters, Charles town, South Carolina, 
June 4, 1780.. 

My LoRDjiU 

I H A D the honour, in my difpatoh. No. 88, by the Earl of Lin- 
coln, to communicate to your lordlhip the furrender of Charles town. 
I am now able to give your lordlhip a return of the prifoners * taken, 

* Placed after the public letter tranfmitted by , the Earl of Lincoln. 

amounting. 
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Notes tofiie amounting, as you will obferve, exclufive of near a thoufand failors in 
Chapter, arms^ to five thoufand fix hundred and eighteen men. 

I INFOEMED (a.) your lord fliip, that Lieutenant-general Earl Corn- 
waliis was to march up the north fide of the Santee, while another ■ 
corps moved up the hither fhore of that rivet towards the difiiria; of 
Ninety Six. Thefe corps are in motion, as well as the one up the 
Savannah river in Georgia. 

The troops immediately under his lordlliip’s command have prefled 
fo efFedlually upon a body of the rebels which remained in the pro- 
vince, that the earl, by detaching his corps of cavalry, and with t 
them the legion infantry, (mounted) has completed the deflruiflion of '■ 
every thing in arms agaiuft us in this province. 



Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton headed this detachment, whofe celerity 
in performing a march of near a hundred miles in two days, was 
equal to the ardour with which they attacked the enemy. Thefe 
refufing tlie terms which were offered them, were charged and de- 
feated, with the lofs of one hundred and feventy-two killed, and fome 
taken, together with the remaining field artillery of the fouthera 
army, their colours, and baggage. 


With the greatefl; pleafure (f.) I farther report to your lordfhip, 
that the inhabitants from every quarter repair to the detachments of 
the army, and to this garrifon, to declare their ailegianGe to the King, 
and to offer their ferviees, in arms, in fupport of his government. 
In many inftances they have brought prifoners their former oppreflbrs 
or leaders ; and I may venture to affert, that there are few men in 
South Carolina who are not either our prifoners, or in arms ’^ith us. 



I HAVE 


8i 
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I HAVE alfo the fatisfa^liou to receive correfpondbg accounts, that Notes to die 
the loyaUfts in the back parts of North Carolina are arming. I dare Chapter, 
entertain hopes that Earl Cornwallis’s prefence on that frontier, and 
perhaps within the province, will call back its inhabitants froin theic 
ilate of error and difobedience. If a proper naval force can be col- 
leded, I purpofe fending a fmall expedition into Cape-fear river, to 
favour the revolution I look for higher in the country. 

I AM, with the troops I could take, quitting the harbour of Charies 
town, on my way to New York, hoping no foreign armament can 
yet have reached the coaft, ' or have been able to attempt any thing, 
in oitr abfence, againil that place. 

LiEUTENANT-colonel Bruce, my aid-de-camp, will have the ho- 
nour of prefenting thefe difpatches to your lordlhip. He has ferved 
with dildindlion during this whole war, and is well able to fatisfy 
your lordfliip in any inquiries you may be pleafed to make eoncerning 
the late operations in Carolina. 

Your lordlhip will receive by Major-general Prevoft, who fails in , 
a few days, the account from Earl Cornwallis of what fliall have oc- 
curred to that time, 

I have the honour to be, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

H. *C L IN T O N. 


Romulus, off Charles-towa bar, 

, Junes, 1780. 

My Lord, 

I HAVE juft received from Earl Cornwallis a letter, enciofing a 
more particular report than has yet been received from Lieutenant- - 
colonel Tarletofl, of the affair at Wacfaw. I have the honour to en- 




I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(COPY.) 
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fottis clofe both, together with a return of the killed and wounded, and of 
Chapter, the artillery and other implements taken. 


YotfPv lordlhip will obferve, that the enemy’s killed and wounded, 
and taken, exceed LieUtenant-colonel Tarleton’s numbers with which 
he attacked them. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

R C LIN T O N. 


I HAVE now the honour of tranfmitting to you his account of the 
march and engagement, with the lofs on both fides. 


I CAN only add the higheft encomiums on the conduft of Lieute- 
nant-colonel Tarleton, ' It will give me the moft fenfible Ltisfadlion 
to hear that your Excellency has been able to obtain for him fome dif- 
of His Majelly’s favour. 


(C O P Y.) 

Camden, June s, 1780. 

SIR, 

IN my letter (e.) of the 30th of laft month, T enclofed a note from 
Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, wrote in great hafte from the field of 
adlion, and I explained my reafons for fending the detachment under 
his command in purfuit of the enemy. 


SOUTHJESN PlkOVINaeS OF IfORTH AMERICA, 


(C O P Y. ) 


My Lord, 


Notes to tha 
Firft 
Chapteiv 


I H AV E (a.) the honour to inform you, that yefterday at three 
o’clock, P. M. after a march of one hundred and five miles in, mty- 
four hours, with the corps of cavalry, the infantry of the legion, 
mounted on horfes, and a three pounder, at Wacfaw, near the line 
which divides North from South Carolina, the rebel force, commanded 
by Colonel Buford, confifiing of the iith Virginia and detachments of 
other regiments, from the fame province, with artillery, and fome ca- 
valry, were brought to adtlon. 

After the fummons, in which terms fimilar to thofe accepted by 
Charles town were offered, and pofitively rejedled, the adlon com- 
menced in a wood ; the attacks were pointed at both flanks, the front, 
and referve, by two hundred and feventy cavalry and infantry blended, 
and at the fame infant all were equally .victorious, few of the enemy 
efcaping, except the commanding officer by a precipitate flight on 
horfeback. 

It is above my ability to fay any thing in commendation of the 
bravery and exertion of officers and men. I leave their merit to your 
lordfhip’s confideration. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

BAN. TAR LET ON, 
Lieutenant colonel, commandant of 
the Britifh legion. 

Lieutenant-general Earl Cornwallis, &c. .&c. 


M z 


Return 
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Note^_tothe Retum (c.) of rebels hilled, ‘wounded, and taken, in the affair at Wacfaw, 
Chapter. _ the %()th of Mc^, l . 

I ^ I Lieutenant colonel, 3 captains, 8 fubalterns, i adjutant, i 

i mafter, 99 ferjeants and rank and file, killed. 

3 Capt ains, 5 fubalterns, 142 ferjeants and rank and file, wounded, 
unable to travel, and left on parole. 

3 Gaptains, I fubaltern, 50 ferjeants and rank and file, prifoners. 

Taken, 3 fland (d.) of colours, 2 brafs fix pounders, 2 royals, 3 
waggons with ammunition, r artillery forge cart, 55 barrels of pow- 
der, 26 waggons loaded with new cloathing, arms, mufquet cartridges, 
new cartridge boxes, flints, and camp equipage. 

(Signed) BAN. tar LET ON, 

Lieutenant colonel, commandant of 
the Britifh legion. 

Return of Britijh killed and ‘wounded in the affair at Wacfaw, the 

of May, 1780. 

Cavalry. 2 privates, ii horfes, killed; i fubaltern, 8 privates, 
19 horfes, wounded. 

Lfantry. 2 fubalterns, i private, killed ; 3 privates wounded. 

N. B. Lieutenant Patefchall, 17th dragoons, wounded ; Lieute- 
nant Lauchlin M‘Donald, of the legion infantry, killed ; Enfign 
Campbell, of the legion infantry, ferving with cavalry, killed. 

(Signed) B. T A R L E T O N, 

Lieutenant colonel, commandant 
of the Biitilh legion. 

3 CHAP- 
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CHAPTER ir. 


Earl Cornwallis takes the command of the King's troops in Georgia and 
South Carolina. — His difpoftion of the King's troops. — Earl Cornwallis 
goes to Charles town. — Eight hundred loyalifs from North Carolina join 
the Britfh. — Intelligence of a continental army. — Hhe efeSl it produces 
in South Carolina. — Colonel Sumpter attach Rocky mounts — and 
Hanging rock. Baron de Kalbe approaches with the American army.—' 

General Gates fuperfedes de Kalbe. — Lord Raw don ajjembles the King's 
troops. — Earl Cornwallis arrive s^ at Camden. — Battle near Camden. — 

Abtion near the Catawba fords* ' 

Up ON Sir Henry Clinton’^ departure, the command of the King’s Chap. ii. 
troops to the fouthward devolved to ‘Lieutenant-general Earl Corn- Earl Corn- 
wallis.- The fubmiffion of General Williamfon (a.) in Ninety Six, command : 
who formerly commanded the militia of that diftrift, and the difper- troops * 
lion of a party of Americans who had afiembled ' at an iron- work, on Caro- 
the north-weft border of the province, put a temporary period to 
refiftance in South Carolina. The heat of the fummer, the want of 
ftores and provilionSi and the unfettled ftate of Charles town and 'the 
country, impeded (b.) the immediate invafion of North Carolina : 

Earl Cornwallis difpat died emiffaries with inftrudions to the leading June 6. 
men in that province, , to attend , to the harveft, to prepare provifions, 


In note A*- 


(b.) In- note A. 



irl! 
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Chap. II. and to remain quiet, till the King’s troops were readj to advance, 
which operation could not take place before the latter end of AuguH 
or the beginning of September : That interval of time was deemed ih- 
difpenfably requifite for the conftrudlion of magazines with properly- 
fecured communications, for a clear eftablifliment of the militia, and 
for a final adjuftment of thofe civil and military regulations which in 
future were to govern Georgia and South Carolina. 

(• Y'In the beginning of June Colonel [Lord Rawdon, with the volun- 

teers of Ireland and a detachment of legion cavalry, made a fhort ex- 
pedition into a fettlement of Irifh, fituated in the Wacfaws : The fen- 
timents of the inhabitants did not correfpond with his lordfhip’s expec- 
tations ; He there learned what experience confirmed, that the Irifli 
were the mofl; averfe of all other fettlers to the Britlfli government in 
America. During the flay of the volunteers of Ireland in the Wac- 
faws, many of the inhabitants gave their paroles; an obligation they 
readily violated, when called to arms by the American commanders. 
Lord Rawdon being returned to Camden, and the move into North 
Carolina being poflponed, Earl Cornwallis made a dlfpofition (i.) of 
the King’s troops upon the frontiers, and w'ithin.the provinces, well 
calculated to procure the regiments and corps every neceflary and con- 
venience, to protect the new levies who had begun to incorporate, and 
to fecure the pofTeflion of the lately-acquired dominion. 


Hlsdlfpofi- The 23d and 33d regiments of infantry, the volunteers of Ireland, 

rion of die 

King’s the legion infantry. Brown’s and Hamilton’s corps, and a detachment 

.troops* 

-of artillery, were placed in and about Camden, where huts, of proper 


(i .) Soath Carolina contained about five thoufand four hundred effe61:ives, and Georgia 
about one thoufand one hundred, ]Jritifh, Heffians, and Provincials. 




materials 


If 

materials to refift the hot weather, were conftruded. Major M‘Ar- Chap. n. 
thur, withthe 71ft regiment, was ftationed at the Cheraws, in the vi- 
cinity of the Pedee river, to cover the country between Camden and 
George town, and to hold correfpondence with a friendly fettlement at 
Crofs creek, in North Carolina. A fmall detachment of provincials 
was deemed fufficient for the protedlion of George town ; the pofition of 
the 71ft and the neighbourhood of Charles town leaving no apprehen- 
fions of an attack in that quarter. The chain, to the weftward of 
Camden, was conneded with Ninety Six by Rocky mount, a Rrong 
poll: on the Wateree, and occupied by Lieutenant-colonel Turnbull, 
with the New-York volunteers and Lome militia. Lieutenant-colonel 



Balfour, and afterwards Lieutenant-colonel Cruger, commanded at 
Ninety Six ; The force there confifted of a battalion of De Lancey’s, 
and Innes’s and Allen’s regiments of provincials, with the 1 6th and 
three other companies of light infantry. Major Fergufon’s corps and 
a body of loyal militia travcrfed that part of the province lituated be- 
tween the Wateree and Saluda, and fometimes approached the borders 
of North Carolina. Lieutenant-colonel Brown held poffeffion of Au- 
gufta, the frontier town of Georgia, with his own and detachments 
from other regiments in that province. Savannah,, the capital, was 
fufficiently garrifoned by a corps of Heffians and provincials, under the 
orders of Colonel Alured Clarkri-- Charles town contained the 7th,. 63d,. 
and 64th regiments of infmtry, two battalions- of Heffians,. a large de- 
tachment of royal artillery, and fome corps of provincials, under the 
command of Brigadier-general Patterfon. The legion dragoons (the 
I7tb being ordered to New York) were direfled to keep the communi- 
cations open between the principal pofts of this extended cantonment : 
This fervice injured them infinitely more than all tlie preceding moves: 
and adlions of the campaign, and though hitherto fuccefsful againfir 
their enemies in the field, they were nearly deftroyed in detail by the- 

patroles- 



CAMPAIONi OF 1780 AND 1781 IN THE 

patroles and detachments required of them during the intenfe heat of 
the feafon. 

Besides the defence of the frontiers, another material and national 
advantage refulted from this difpofidon of the King’s troops. The 
officers and men of the different regiments and corps were fupplled by 
the flour and cattle, whilft the horfes were foraged by the produce of 
the country. Any expenditure of the proviflons brought acrofs the 
Atlantic was unknown except in Gharles town and Savannah. The 
militia, the cavalry, the fecret fervice, the rum, and the pay of the 
troops, were almoft the only neceflary expences. The contingent 
charges for the civil and military eftablifhments requifite for Charles 
town and Savannah could not be burdenfome : And the affiftance 
yielded to the quarter-mafter-generars and commifiariat departments, 
by the country, by confifcatlon, and by captures froni the enemy, af- 
forded an eligible opportunity for retrenching the diffiurfements of 
thofe chargeable branches of the army : In lhort, fo favourable a junc- 
ture, owing to many propitious circumflances, never before prefented 
itfelf in AmeriGa, for the exercife of public oeconomy. 

Rum, fait, and other ftores, that were wanted by the regiments, by 
the artillery, by the quarter-mafler-general’s, and by the commifiariat 
departments, were ordered to be conveyed from Charles town to Cam- 
den. The magazine was formed at that place on account of the con- 
venience of Water Carriage by the tiver from Nelfon’s ferry, and be- 
caufe it was the moft eligible pofition to fupport the communication 
between the army and Charles town, when the King’s troops moved 
forwards into North Carolina. 


SOXJTHIERJ? RRp’FI-NGES v©F KORTH AMERICA. I9 

The (a.) arrangement of the commercial and civil regulations, for CaAP. II. 
the profperky of South Carolina, next deiHanded the attention of Earl 
Cornvyallis ; for this purpofe he committed the care- of the frontier to 

Lord Rawdon, and repaired to Charles town about the middle of Earl Corn, 

Wallis goes t<r 

June, where he entered upon that difficult bufinefs with great atten- Charles 

. , , , ^ ^ ^ town. 

tion and affidutty. The inhabitants who had formerlj borne arms 
againll: the Britlffi troops in the province, and had returned to their 
plantations face the departure of Sir Henry Clinton, were difarmed, 
and admitted to their parole. The eftates of the violent abfentees 
were feized, and placed in the hands of commiffionets, who were 
vefted with power to fell the produce, which, with the iiock of cattle 
and horfes found upon them, was appropriated to the ufe of the army, 
upon the comm iffaries giving receipts to the trulhees for the different 
articles they received. The friends to the Brltlfli caufe, who had been 
driven out of the country, on proper application, had their property, 
or what remained of it, reftored. The havoc made by the Ameri- 
cans, during their banifhment, often defeated this intention. En- 
couragement was given to trade, by allowing merchants to convey to 
Charles town a variety of manufactures which had been long wanted 
throughout ail the fouthern provinces,- and permitting them to receive 
payment in - the produce of the country. Commiffioners were ap-, 
pointed to arrange the differences which fubfifted in Carolina -concern- 
ing the negroes. It is here neceffary to obferve, that all th-e negroes, 
men, women, and children, upon the approach of any detachment of 
the King’s troops, thought themfelves abfolved from all refpect to 
their American makers, and entirely rdeafed frora fervitude : Influ- 
enced by this idea, they quitted the plantations, and followed the 
^rmj ; which behaviour caufed negletk of cultivation, proved detri- 


-;(a.) In note E» 
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mental 
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IL mental to the King’s troops, aad occafioned eantinual difputes about 
property of this, delpription : In a Ihort time tho attention of the cotn- 
mifliouers produced arrangements equally ufeful to the military and 
inhabitants. Lord Cornwallis attempted, to conciliate the minds of 
the wavering and unfleady, by promifes and employments : He en- 
deavoured fo to condudt himfelf, as to give offence to no party ; and 
die confequence was, that hp was able, entirely to pleafe none. He. 
carried his lenity fo far,, that violent enemies, who had given paroles 
for their peaceable behaviour, availed themfelves of the proclamation 
of the 3d of June, and, without examination, took out certificates as 
good citizens ; which condud opened a door to forae defigning and 
infidious Americans, who fecretly undermined, and totally deftroyed, 

■ the Britifh intereft in South; Carolina, The army was governed with 
particular difcipline, and notwithftanding the exultation of vidory, 
care was taken to give as little offence as poffible in Charles town and^ 
country to the jealoufy of the vanquifhed. This moderation pro- 
duced not the intended effed : It did not reconcile the enemi^, but 
it dlfcouraged the friends. Upon their return home, they compared 
their pad with their enemies prefent fituation, they refleded on their 
own Ioffes and fuffering's, and: tl^ey. enumerated the recent and general; 
ads of rigour,, e.xercifed upon them; and their aflbciates by all the 
civil officers employed under Gongrefs, for their attachment to Great' 
Britain. The. policy therefore adopted on this occafion,. without gain- 
ing new, difcontented the old; adherents and the future fcene will 
difcQver, that, lenity and generofity did not experience in America the 
merited jrettttns; of gratitude, and iaffedion. 


r 



50th J^iae. 


A.t the. prefept |>eHod,.(d,) it was jaid,, that the. militia made a pro- 
mifing appearance, and that they equalled the wifhes of their leaders, 


(d.) In note B. 
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both 
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both as to numbers and profeffions of loyalty : Cunningham and Har- Chaj^^ It. 
rifon, (c.) men of fortune and influence ift their refpeftlve diftt ids, 
obtained Lord Cornwallis’s leave to convert their levies of friends and 
adherents into regiments of provincials. But liotwithftanding the 
fuccefs which attended the enrolment of the loyal militia, the reports 
which now began to circulate of the exertions of Congrefs, and of 
the American army, united to the efforts of Virginia and North Ca- 
rolina, gave a turn to the minds of the inhabitants of the fouthern 
provinces: Difcon tents were dilfeminated; fecret confpiracies were 
entered into upon the frontier ; hofHUties were already begun in many 
places, and eVery thing feemed to rnehacd a revolntlon, as rapid as 
that which fucceeded the furrender of Charles town. 

The precautions employed to prevent the riling of the King’s 
friends in North Carolina had not had univerfal elFedt. Several of the 
inh^itants of Tryon county, excited by a Colonel (d.) Moore, mani- 
fefted their attachment to the Britifh caufe,- by taking up arms on' the 
1 8th- of June, Wkhnnt the' neceffiiry cau^otf requifite for fuCh'an un- 
derlakingv arid they Were in a few days afterwards' defeated by Gene- 
ral Rutherford. This event encouraged a fpirit of perfecution, which 
made Goknel Bryan^- another loyaliH, who’ had promifed to’ w'ait for 
orders,- lofe all patience, and /ofCed* hind- 15 hroye With' eight hundred Eight hun- 
men,.(b;) affembied' from the- neighbourhood' of the Yadkin,- toWards from 
the neared; Britilh poft : After many diffioulties, be fortunately reached theBritfii?” 
the 7 id: regiment, flationed in the Cheraws. The news brought by 
thefe loyallfe- created* Ihiii^aft'cHiiflihtenlt iifkh© military,' and dilfufed 
univerfal condernation amcmgd:- the inhabltaiits of South Cardlina : 

They reported, that Major-genefal de (c.)-,K€lbe, a French ofScer in' 

(c.) In note A. (d>) In note A.- (i>.) In note B. (c.) In note B. 
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the American fervice, was advanckig from Salifbury, with a large 
body of continentals ; that Colonel Porterfield was bringing ftate 
troops from Virginia ; that General Cafwall had raifed a powerful 
force in North Carolina,; and that Colonel Sumpter had already en- 
tered the Catawba, a fettlement contiguous to the Wacfaws. Thefe 
accounts being propagated, and artfully exaggerated, by the enemies 
within the province, caufed a wonderful fermentation in the minds of 
the Americans, which neither the lenity of the Britilh government, 
the folemnlty of their paroles, by which their perfons and properties 
enjoyed protection, nor the memory of the undeferved pardon fo lately 
extended to many of them, had fufficient ftrength to retain in a. ftate 
of fubmilfion or neutrality- 

WhieSt the Americans were collecting their forces, Lord Rawdoiii 
made occafional alterations in the diftrlbution of the King’s troops 
■Upon- the frontier, in ofd'er to eolifi-rm- the adherence of the loyal- in- 
habitants, and to- obviate the defign-s of the enemy- Some log houfes 
were conftruCted at Ninety Six, at Williams’s, on the ban-ks' ofthe 
Pacokt, and- at Rocky mount- The legion infMitr-y,. a detachment of 
Colonel 'Browne’ S' regim^it, ' ^nd Colbneb Bryan’s militia, were ad- 
vanced r to- Hanging, rock •- Lieutenant- colonel Webfier w’as- recalled 
from that poft, and the 23d regiment fell back to Riigeley’s mills. 
Major M‘Arthur’s pofitlon in the Gheraws was deemed too forward^ 
and he was defired to retire fbme miles into the province- 

The. ftate ^ the countiy; and the exaggerated reports of the Ame- 
ricans, OGcafiioned fre(|uent patroles of cavalry and- mounted infantry 
from the advanced Britifli polls pne of which experienced both dif- 
grace and defeat, Lieutenant-colonel (a.) Turnbull, on forae intelli- 


(a.) In note' C- 
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gence from Fifliing creek, fent Captain Huck of the legion to invefti- Chap. II. 
gate the truth ; The detachment committed to his care conhfted of 
thirty-five dragoons of the legion, twenty mounted infantry of the 
New-York volunteers, and about fixty militia. On his arrival at the 
crofs roads, near the fource of Filhing creek. Captain Huck negleded 
his duty, in placing his party careleflly at a plantation, without ad- 
vancing any pickets, or fending out patroles : Some Americans who 
were aflembled in the neighbourhood heard of his negligent fituation, 
and with an inferior force furprifed and deftroyed him, and a great 
part of his command. 

An inftance of treachery which took place about this time, ruined 
all confidence between the regulars and the militia : The (a.) inhabi- 
tants in the diftridls of the rivers Ennoree and Tyger had been .en- 
rolled fince the fiege of Charles town, under the orders of Colonel. 

Floyd ; Colonel Neale, the former commanding officer, having fled 
out of the province for his violent perfecution of the loyalifts. One 
Lifle, who had belonged 'to the fame corps, and who had been ba*- 
niffied to the iflands, availing himfelf of the proclamation to exchange 
his parole for a certificate of his being a good citizen, was made fecond 
in command : And as foon as the battalion was completed with arms 
and ammunition, he carried it off to- Colonel, Neale, who had joined 
Colonel Sumpter’s command in the Catawba. , , 

This reinforcement, added to bis former numbers,, iafpired Colonel 
Sumpter with a defire of fignalizing himfelf^, by attacking fome of the 
Britiffi polls upon the frontier. Having gained the neCeflary informa- 
tion, he direded his- efforts againft the corps at Rocky mount. (b.Y 
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HAP. II. Near the end of July he palled Broad river, at Blair’s ford, with 

about nine hundred men, and advanced upon Turnbull, whofe force 

Col. Sump- vvas compofed of one hundred and fifty provincials, and as many 

Rocky militia. The defences of Rocky mount confifted of two Ioh houfes, 
mount, •' ■ ° ' 

a loop-holed building, and an abbatis ; placed upon an eminence, 
which commanded a view of the neighbouring country. Colonel 
Sumpter having no cannon to deftroy the abbatis or the buildings, 
felecled fome of his braveft followers, to remove the former, and to 
endeavour to fet fire to the latter, whilfl: his people, under cover of 
“ the trees and rocks, on the declivity of the mountain, maintained a 
heavy fire upon the garrifon. After three attacks, in the laft of which 
Ibme of the forlorn hope penetrated within the abbatis, the American 
icommande/ retreated ^ith I0& and precipitatioiu In the gallant de« 
“fence of this pofe, Ueutenaafi-colonel Turnbull had one officer killed, 
one wounded, and about ten men killed and wounded. 


CoLONEi. Sumpter crofled Broad river, and; retired 60 Ids former 
camp in the Catawba fettlement ; where, reinforcing the numbers he 
had loU at 'Rocky mount, he was ibon in a* condition to projedl other 
•operations. This adive pasndzan. was thoroughly fenfible, that the 
minds of men are influenced- by ©nterprizei and that to keep undiffe- 
plined people together, it is necefifery to employ them;. For this 
purpofe, he again furveyed the ftate of the Brltiffi polls upon the 
frontier, and on minute examination he deemed Hanging rock the 
moft- vulnerable ; He hallefeedihls preparations for the attacki, becaufe 
a detachment of cavalry and -mounted infaatcy* had been' orderedi from 


Hanging ithat place, to reinforce Rocky mount* ©n the fi^h-'of' A^gnft; at feven 

d’OclC'* 

o’clock in the morning, bo- approached the flank of' the poll, which 
' was entrufted to the North-Carolina refugees, under the orders of 
Colonel Bryan. This Ibjglift, with his uadifeipiined people, though 

oppofed 
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oppofed by troops eqiaally undifclpliiied, fooii retreated from his groufid, Cha?.!!. 
and Colonel Sumpter dire<Sted the weight of hW attack againft the 
legion infantry, which refifted bis efforts with great cooinefs and 
bravery. The exam'ple of courage exhibited by one hundred ^ 

fixty men of the legion, who charged the Americans twice with 
fixed bayonets, to fave their three pounder, made a detachment of 
Colonel Brown’s regiment recover from the confternation into which 
they liad been thrown by the flight of Colonel Bryan, and they now 
joined their endeavours to defend the Britifh encampment. Colonel' 

" Sumpter ftill perfevered in his attack, and very probably would have 
fucceeded, if a fliratagem employed' by Captains SteWart and M*Do‘ 
nald, of the Brltifh legion, had not dlfconcerted his operations.. Thefe. 
officers, with forty mounted infantry, were returning the fame morn- 
ing from Rocky mount, and on the route heard the cannon and muf— 
ketry at Hanging rock ; on a nearer approach to their poll,, they, 
judicioufly left the Rocky mount,, and. made a circuit to get into the 
main Camden road, to reinforce their companions :. When they ar- 
arrived in fight of the Ameficans,- rfid bugle hotn. was. direftedUo 
found the charge, and the foMierS were Ordered to extend their files^, 
in order to look like a formidable detachment.- This unexpeded ap- 
pearance deranged the American commander,- and threw- his corps into 
a flate of confufion, which produced a- general retreat.. Captain 
M^Cullock, who commanded the legion infantry With fo much' dil* 
tihfilbny was killed, with two other, officers, and twenty men .: Up- • 


wards of thirty of the fame corps were wounded.. The detachrrient 
of Colonel- Browne’s- regiment had,' Hkewife,' fome officers and men 
killed- and wounded, and a few taken prilbners. . Colonel' Bryan’s 
North-Carolina refugees were greatly difperfed,, but did not'-fufler 
confiderably by the fiire of the enemy. About one hundred dead and S , 
wounded Americans were left on. the field of battle. Colonel Sump- 




ter- 
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ter rallied his men not far from Hanging rock, and again fell back to 
the Catawba fettlement, to colleft more men froth the Wacfaws, and 
to receive refugees, who flocked from all parts of South Carolina. 
'I'he repulfes he had fuftained did not dlfcourage him, or injure his 
caufe ; The lofs of men was eafily fupplied, and his reputation for 
adlivity and courage was fully eftablifhed by his late enterprizing coti- 
du£l. 


As foon as the account of Colonel Sumpter’s attack reached Cam- 
den, Lord Rawdon ordered the 23d regiment to advance from Ruge- 
ley’s mills to Hanging rock. This reinforcement under Major Mecan 
put the poft in fecurity, and enabled Colonel Bryan to colled his 
people, who were fcattered over the face of the country. The 
wounded were afterwards conveyed to Camden, where the climate 
had fent a number of non-commiffioned officers and foldiers into hof- 
pitaL 


In this fituation of affairs upon the frontier, Lord Rawdon received 
frequent intelligence that the American army, compofed of the Mary- 
land brigades, the Delawar regiment, fome Virginia Rate troops, and 
Colonel Armand’s legion, continued to advance ; He had, likewife, 
authentic information, that the continentals had been reinforced on 
Peep river, by General Cafwall, (b.) with the North-Carolina militia. 
As foon as General Wafhington obtained accounts of the critical fitua- 
tion of Major-general Lincoln to the fouthward, owing to the great 
addition of force carried to that quarter, under the immediate direc- 
tion of the Britifh commander in chief, he judicioufly determined to 
fend a conliderable detachment of continentals from the American 
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army in the Jerfi.es, to flop the progrefs of the royalifts. This Chap. II. 
powerful reinforcement was committed to Major-general Baron de 
Kalbe, an officer of reputation, who prefiled forwards the troops with 
indefatigable attention : By long and repeated marches they now ap- Baron de 
proached the South Carolina. Their paflage through Vir- proaciies with 

ginia had given vigour to that province, and large detachments of army, 
militia followed the route of the main army. North Carolina likewife 
made exertions to raife troops, and the governor and aflembly voted 
three thoufaud men for the fervice. Notwithfianding thefe formida- 
ble preparations, the Baron de Kalbe met with great difficulties after 
he pafi'ed the Roanoke river i Provifions (2.) were fo fcarce in North 
Carolina, that the continental troops endured extreme hardfiiips, and 
were frequently retarded on their march for want of necefiary fupplies. 

Whether the complaiats and remonfirances forwarded by Baron de 
Kalbe to the governor and the aflembly of the province, to Congrefs, 
and to General Wafhington, on this fubjeifi:, produced an alteratiozi 
of opinion refpeding himfelf, is not certain, but another commander 
in chief was foon afterwards appointed, and feat to the louthward. 

On the a4th of July, Major-general Gates arrived in the i\merican General 
camp. His name and former good fortune re-animated the exertions 

■ , _ _ ^ ■ Kalbe. 

of the country ‘. Provifions were more arnply fupplied by the inhabi- 
tants, and the continentJil troops foon reached the frontier of South 
Carolina. On the banks of the river Pedee, the American general 
iflued a proclamation, (K.) inviting the citmem of Carolina to 
aflemble under his io vindicaU the rights of America ", holding 

out an amnefiy to all who had fubfcribed paroles, impofed upon them 

(2.) Remembrancer, parted, 1780, page 279, 

(K.) Note Ki • 
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CiiA?. H.. bj the ruffian hand of conqueji ; and excepting only thofe, who in the 
hour of devafation had exercifed a£ts of barbarity and depredation upon 
the per Cons- and property of their fellow citizens. 


The approach of General Gates with an army of fix thoufand men, 
induced Lord Rawdon gradually to contrad the ports upon the fron- 
tier, in order to aflemble his forces : Major McArthur was direded to 
draw nearer to Camden; the two battalions of the 7irt: regiment, 
under his orders, were at this period confiderable futFerers by the un- 
healthy climate of Carolina. To difencumber himfeif for movement, 
he colleded fome boats on the river Pedee, and committed upwards 
of one hundred fick men to the care of Colonel (c.) Mills, to- be 
efcorted to George town by the militia under his command. Alter • 
the fiCk were embarked. Major M‘ Arthur commenced his march. In 
lefs- than two days the militia mutinied, and fecuriug their own 
officers and the fick, conduded them prifoners to General Gates, in 
orth Carolina. This inftance of treachery in the eaft of the pro- 
vince followed the perfidious condud of Lieutenant-colonel Lifle on 
the wertern border, and flrongly proved the miftake committed by the 
Britifh, in placing confidence- in the inhabitants of the country when 
ading apart from the army.- The only probable way to reap advan- 
tage from'the levies made in Carolina, would have been to incorporate 
the young' men as they v^re ralfed in the eftablifhed provincial corps, 
where they could he proper^ gained, and. formed under officers of 
By fuch a Ime of condud, all. the Britifh regulars would 
favedj. the King’s troops in general would have been aug- 
mented, and confiderable. fervice might have hcern derived from theic 
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When General Gates fafled the boundary line of South Catolina, Chap. Ii. 
the Britlfli detachment was recalled from Hanging rock. Lord Raw- 
don afterwards took poll on the weft branch of Lynche’s creek, about 
fourteen miles from Camden, with the 33d, 33d, and 71ft regiments 
. of infantry, the volunteers of Ireland, Lieutenant-colonel Hamilton’s 

* corps, about forty dragoons of the legion, and four pieces of cannon. 

• The infantry of the legion, and part of Colonel Browne’s regiment, 
were placed at Rugeley’s mills. The hofpital, the baggage, the pro- 
vilions, the ammunition, and the ftofes, remained under a weak 
guard at Camden. General Gates advanced to the creek oppoftte to 
, the Britifh camp, and ; Ikirmilhes . enfued between the advanced parties 

I of the two armies. The American commander difcovered that Lord 

f, 

! Rawdon’s pofttion was ftrong, and he declined an attack ; but he had 

’ not fufficient penetration to , conceive, that by a forced march up the 

creek, he could have paffed Lord Rawdon’s flank, and reached Cam- 
den; which would have been an eafy conqueft, and a fatal blow to 
the Britifli. 

While the two armies remained facing each other at Lynche’s 
f creek. Lord Rawdon fent an order to Lieutenant-colonel Cruger, to 

forward to Camden, without lofs of time, the four companies of light 
infantry, under Captain Charles Campbell : He likewlfe directed the 
troops at Rugeley’s mills to quit their pofttion : Major Carden, with 
the detachment of Browne's, was ordered to Camden ; and the legion 
' infantry, under Captain Stewart, were defired to find the moft direO: 

road from their prefent fituatiori to the camp at Lynche’s creek. A 
guide conducted Captain Stewart to the outpoft of General Gates’s 
army ; a warm falutation from the picket difcovered the miftake : No 
farther inconvenience enfued, though Armand’s cavalry, and Porter- 
field’s light infantry, followed the legion till they reached the Britiflx 


O 3 - encamp- 
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CHAP.n. encampment. Lord Rawdon withdrew the corps from Rugeley’s 
mills, on account of its expofed fitualion ; and fufpe£ling yet that 
the enemy meant to detach againfl: fome of his outpofls, he defired 
Lieutenant-colonel Turnbull to evacuate Rocky mount, and to join 
Major Fergufon at his pofttion on Little river, where he had erected 
fome field works,, with his corps of provincials and loyal militia. : 

Lord Rawdon fent regular information of every material (a.) inci- 
dent, or movement, made by the Americans, and by the King’s 
troops, on the frontier, to Earl Cornwallis at Charles town ; where 
the public bufinefs, (D.) relative to claims, commercial arrangements,, 
and other civil regulations, required great time to reduce it to order., 
The appearance of a formidable arniy in. the province prevente d a me- 
thodical completion of the lyflem of government, and called the at- 
tention of Earl Cornwallis to objects of more immediate importance.. 
His lordlhip, therefore, prepared' to leave Charles town, after fome of 
the mofl; necefiary and eflential (b.) points were adjufted.. 


In the mean time. Lieutenant-colonel' Tarieton, being- recovered! 
from a fever, was defired to colleft all the dragoons^ he could find in 
Charles town, and join Lord I^awdon in the country :• With the affif- 
tance of Major Hanger, who was lately appointed to the cavalry, 
thirty dragoons and forty mounted militia were affembkd': With this 
force Lieutenant-colonel Tarieton crolTed the Santee at Lenew’s ferry 
i the 6’th of Augufl: : He moved from thence to the Black (c.) river, 
hich he paffed, in order to punifli the inhabitants in that quarter for 
late breach of paroles and perfidious revolt; A neceffary fervlee 
was concealed under this difagreeable exertion of authority ; The vici- 

■■ . ''i,' 
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nlty of the rivers Santee and Wateree, and of all the Charles-town Chaf.IL 
eomm unications with the royal army, rendered it highly proper to 
flrike terror into the inhabitants of that diftri£t. This point of duty 
being effedled, Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton crolTed the Black river, 
giving out to the country that he intended to join the Britifli army by 
the main road over the Santee hills ; but really defigning to re-crol5 
the river, to gain intelligence of General Gates’s operations: He ac- 
cordingly palled at a private place in the night, and marched with- 
great rapidity for twenty-four hours ; when, ordering his party to af- 
fume the enemy’s appearance and names, the Americans were liberal of 
their information and every other affiftance. A member of aflembly,. 
of the name of Bradley, at that time on parole, was fevere in bis de- 
nunciations againll the Brithli officers and foldiers,. and warm in com- 
mendation of the heroic fpirit of his fuppofed friends and guefts. 

The iiearnefs of General Gates’s camp at laftobliged Tarleton to de-- 
lire his new acquaintance to conduft him over a very intricate morafs,^ 
that he might attack the rear of Lord Rawdon’s polls : Bradley en- 
tered heartily into the plan, and colledted fome neighbouring American 
militia to join in the expedition : After palling Megert’s fwamp, the 
Iburce of Black river, Tarleton undeceived his- late holl, and conducted 
him and his volunteers prifoners to Camden. Gn his arrival at that 
place, he had evident proof that the legion cavalry were nearly de- 
. llroyed by the conllant duties of detachment and patrole : He colledled 
• all the dragoons at that poll, and in the neighbourhood, and joined. 

. Lord Rawdon at Lynche’s creek on the i oth day of Auguft- 


A PATROLE, fentby General Gates to Rugeley’s mills on the rath, 
occaliohed a report that the American commander was moving^to his 
right: The lituation of the Britilh holpital and magazine, and the pre- LordEaw-- 
fent dihance of the army*, pointed out to Lord. Rawdon the propriety 

: • forces# 

of 


I©3 


C A M P A I G N S O F I 780 AND 1 78 1 I N T II S 

Ckai>. 11. of falling back from Lynche’s creek, and of concentrating bis force 
near Camden. The move was accordingly made, without any molef. 
tation from the enemy, and an encampment was chofen at Log town, 
the moft eligible to be found in the neighbourhood of Camden, which 
did not afford any naturally -advantageous pofition for defeiillve ope- 
rations. 

^On the 13th, (a.) General Gates moved the. American army to 
Rugeley’s mills : The Maryland brigades, the Delawar regiment, the 
cannon, the cavalry, the baggage, and the militia, were polled on 
the north- fide of Granney-quarter’s creek; and Colonel Porterfield 
and 'Major Armftrong’s corps of light infantry were advanced over the 
creek, on the road leading to Camden. Gn the fame day the four 
companies of light infantry arrived from Ninety Six, and in .the 

Earl Cora- night (d.) Earl Cornwallis croffed the Wateree ferry, and joined the 

Wiillis srrivcs - 

atCainden. Britifli army. The arrival of the noble earl and of the light infantry 
were fortunate events: A reinforcement (b.) of feven hundred Vir- 
ginia militia, under the command of General Stevens, which reached 
Rugeley’s on the morning of the 14th, prompted the American com- 
mander in chief to make an addition of one hundred continentals, 
three hundred militia, and two pieces of cannon, to the corps under 
Colonel Sumpter, who was immediately diredled to interrupt the 
-communications between Charles town. Ninety Six, and Camden. 
Colonel Sumpter appeared on the morning (a.) of the 15th on the 
'Weflern bank of the Wateree, and captured fome waggons with rum 
and ftores below Camden, feveral waggons loaded with fick and tired 
light-infantry foldiers on the road from Ninety Six, and the efcorts of 
loyal militia and regulars attending each convoy. 


(a.) la note M. (d.) Iti note F. 
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Lord Cortiwallis, upon hts arrival with the army, adopted the rnoft Chap. II. 
likely meafures to obtain, intelligence of the enemy’s force and pofition ; 
he like wife diredted his attention to ftrengthen the Britilh regiments 
and provincial corps, by muftering the ableft convalefcents ; and he 
was not unmindful of his cavalry. Upon application from Lieute- 
nant-colonel Tarleton, he ordered all the horfes of the army, belong- 
ing both to regiments and departments, to be afiembled ; The beil 
were feledted for the fervice of the cavalry, and, upon the proprietors 
receiving payment, they were delivered up to the Britifh legion. Thefe 
aftive preparations dilFu fed animation and vigour throughout the army. 

On the 15th the principal part of the King’s troops had orders to 
be in readinefs to march: In the afternoon Earl Cornwallis defired 
Lieutenant-colonerTarleton to gain circumflantial intelligence, by in- 
tercepting a patrolc, or carrying off fome prifoners, from an American 
picket : About ten miles from Camden, on the road to Rugeley’s 
mills, the advanced guard of the legion, in the evening, fecured three 
American foldiers : The prifoners reported, that they came from 
Lynche’s creek, where they had been left in a convalefcent Rate, and . 
that they were direded to join the American army, on the high road, 
that night, as General Gates had given orders for his troops to move 
from Rugeley’s mills . to attacki the Bfitifli camp, next morning near 
Camden. The information . received from thefe men induced Tarle- 
ton to countermarch before he was difcovered by any patrole from the 
enemy’s outpoft : The three prifoners were mounted behind dragoons, , 
and conveyed with fpeed to the Britifh army : When examined by. 

Earl Cornwallis, their Rory, appeared credible, and confirmed all the 
other intelligence of the day. Orders were immediately circulated for 
the regiments and corps, defigned for a forward move, , to Rand to their , 
arms. The to-wn, the magazine, the hofpital, . and the prifoners, . 



were 
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Chap. II. were committed to the care of Major M‘Arthur with a fmall body of 
provincials and militia, and the weakefl convaiefcents of the army. 
A part of (e.) the 63d regiment, who had been fupplied with horfes 
at Charles town, were expedted to join this detachment in the niglit, 
by the Nellon’s-ferry road, for the fecnrity of Camden.^ ^ 

At ten o’clock the King’s troops moved from their ground, and 
formed their order of march on the main road to Rugcley’s mills ■: 
Lieutenant-colonel Webfter commanded the front divifion of the army : 
He compofed his advanced guard of twenty legion cavalry, and as 
many mounted infantry, fupported by four companies of light infan- 
try, and followed by the 23d and 33d regiments of foot. The center 
of the line of march was formed of Lord Rawdon’s divifon, which 
confifted of the volunteers of Ireland, the legion infantry, Hamilton’s 
corps, and Colonel Bryan’s refugees : The two battalions of the 711]; 
regiment, which compofed the referve, followed the fecond divifion. 
Four pieces of cannon marched with the divifions, and two with the 
referve: A few waggons preceded the dragoons of the legion, who 
compofed the rear guard. 

, About twelve o’clock the line of march Was fomewhat broken, in 
paffing Saunders’ creek, five miles from Camden. A fhort half re- 
' medied this inconvenience, and the royal army proceeded in a corapad 
ftate with moft profound filence. A little after two the advanced 
guard of -the Britilh charged the head of the American column : The 
weight of the enemy’s (L.) fire made the detachment of the legion 
give way after their officer was wounded, and occafioned the light in- 
fantry, the 23d and 33d' regiments, to form acrofs the road. Muf- 
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ketry continued on both fides near a quarter of an hour, when the Csat. it, 
two armies, finding themfelves qppoled to each other^ as if actuated 
by the fame prefent feelings and future intentions, ceafed firing. On 
examining the guides, and the people of the country, Earl Cornwallis 
difcovered that the ground the Britifh army now occupied was re- 
markably (f.) favourable to abide the event of a general adtion againfi: 
the fuperior numbers of the enemy : Tke fortunate iituation of two 
fwamps, which narrowed the pofition, fo that tkeEnglifh army could 
not be outflanked, inftantly determined the Britifh general to halt the 
troops upon this ground, and order them to lie down to wait the - ap- 
proach of day ; Thefe commands were executed as foon as a few fmall 
pickets were placed in the front.: A by-way, beyond the morafs upon 
the left, which led to Camden, gave Earl Cornwallis for a fhort time 
fome uneafinefs, left the enemy fhould pafs his flank ; but the vigilance 
of a fmall party in that .quarter, and the -.recolle< 3 tian of the .hazard in- 
curred by fuch an attempt, foon diffipated his jealoufy. Except a few 
occafional fhots from the advanced fentries of each army, a filentex- 
pedlation ufhered in the morning. 

At dawn the two commanders proceeded to make their refpedtlve ar- Battle near 

, ^Caixiden 

rangements for adtion. The light (g.) infantry, the 23d and 33d re- 
giments, under Lieutenant-colonel Webfter, formed the right divifion, 
in the front line, of the Brklfh army*: The flank was covered by a 
fwamp ; the left extended to the road. The other divifion of the front 
'line, confifting of the volunteers of Ireland, the legion infantry, Ha- 
milton’s corps, and Bryan’s refugees, was commanded by Lord Raw- 
don : The .flank was likewife protedled by a morafs, and the right 
communicated with Webfler’s divifion. Two fix-pounders, and two 


(f.) In note F, 


.(g.) In note F, 


three 
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Chap. II, thrce-pounders, were placed to the left of the road, mider the orders 
of Lieutenkit M‘Leod. The 71ft regiment, with two fix-pounders, 
formed a fecond line j. one battalion in the rear of Webfter^s, the other 
of Lord llawdon’s divifion. The legion cavalry remained in column, 
©n account of the thickiiefs of the woods, to the right of the main. 
' ■ road, clofe to the firft battalion of the 71ft, with orders to a£t ofFen- 
fively againfl: the enemy, or in defence of the Brithh troops, as oppor- 
tunity offered, or neceffity required. The Britlfh, the provincials, and' 
the militia of the royal' army, officers and folSdlers inclufive, amounted 
to fomething above two thoufand men. (G.) 


Before daybreak General Gates had made the following difpofitlon 
of the American army, confifting of two thoufand continentals, and 
four thoufand ftate troops and militia. Three regiments of (c.) the 
Maryland line, under Brigadier-general Gift, formed the right wing : 
The North.-Caroiina and Virginia militia, commanded- by Generals 
Cafwall and Stevens, compofed the left wing and center. Colonel 
Porterfield’s and Major Armftrong’'s light infantry were placed in the 
rear of the Virginia brigade of militia : Colonel Armand was ordered 
to fupport the left with his cavalry. The firft Maryland brigade and 
the Delawar regiment, under Brigadier-general Smallwood, formed the 
fecond line and referve. The principal part of the American artillery 
was pofted to the left of their right wing of continentals : The re- 
mainder was placed in the road, under the protedion of their referve. 


When the day broke, General Gates, not approving of the fituation 
of Cafwall’s and Stevens’ brigades, was proceeding to alter their (h.) 
pofition : The circumftance being obferved by the Britifti,. was re^* 
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ported to Earl Cornwallis, who inftantly, in perfon, commanded CHAr. II. 
Webfter’s divifion to advance, and difpatched the fame order, by an 
aid-de-camp, to Lord Rawdon on the left. The adlon became imme- 
diately general along the fronts and was contefled on the left and in the ■ 
center with great firmnefs and bravery. General Gift preferved perfeift 
order in his brigade, and, with liis fmall arms and artillery, continued 
a heavy and well-direifted fire upon the 33d regiment and the whole of 
the left divifion. The morning (i.) being hazy, the fmoke hung over, 
and involved both armies in fuch a cloud, that it was difficult to fee or 
eftimate the deftruftion on either fide. Notwithftanding the refiftancej 
it was evident the Britifh moved forwards : The light infantry and the 
23d regiment being op pofed only by militia, who were fomewhat de- 
ranged by General Gates’s intended alteration, firft broke the enemy’s 
frontline, which advantage they judicioufly followed, not by purfuing 
the fugitives, but by wheeling on the left fiank of the continentals, 
who were abandoned by their militia. The conteft was yet fupported 
•by the Maryland brigades and the Delawar regiment, when a part of 
the Britifh cavalry, under Major Hanger, was ordered to charge their 
flank, whilft Lieutenant-colonel Tacleton, with the remainder of his 
regiment, completed their con fufion. Baron de Kalbe, on the right 
of the Americans, being ftill ignorant of the flight of their left wing 
and center, owing to the thicknefs of the air, made a vigorous charge 
with a regiment of continental infantry through the left divifion of 
the Britifh, and when wounded and taken, would fcarcely believe that 
General Gates was defeated. , - , 

After this laft effort of the continentals, rout and {laughter en- 
fued in every quarter. Brigadier-general Gift moved off with about 

(b) In note F. 
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Chap. II, one hundred continentals ih a body, by wading through the fwamp oa 
the right of the American pofition, where the Britilh cavalry coul'd 
ncit follow ; this was the only party that retreated in a compadt ftate 
from the field of battle. The continentals, the flate troops, and the 
militia, abandoned their arms, their colours, and their cannon, to 
feek protedllon in flight, or to obtain it from the clemency of the 
conquerors. As foou as the rout of the Americans became generaf, 
the legion dragbom advanced with great rapidity towards Rugeley’s 
mills: On the' rc«id,, General Rutherford, with many other officers 
and men, were made prifoners.. The charge and purfuit having greatly 
difiperfed the Brltiffi, a half was ordered on the fouth fide of the 
creek, in order to colled a fufficient body to diflodge Colonel Armand 
and his corps, who, together with feveral (e.) officers, were employed 
in rallying the militia at that pafs, and in fending oflp the American 
baggage. The quick jundion of the fcattered cavalry counteraded the 
defigns of the enemy: Colonel Armand’^s dragoons and the millria di'^ 
played a good countenance, but were foon borne down by the rapid 
charge of the legion : The chafe again commenced, and did not ter- 
minate till the Americans were difperfed, and fatigue overpowered 
the exertions of the Britifli, In a purfuit of twenty-two miles, (k.^ 
many prifoners of all ranks, tw^ty ammisnition waggons, (5.) one 
hundred and fifty carriages, contamlng the baggage, llores, and camp 
equipage of the American army, fell into the- hands oft he vidof s. 


In the adion near Camden, the killed, wounded, and mrfling^ of the- 
Ring's (H.) troops, amounted to three hundred and twenty-four, offi- 


4®,) la note M. , (k.T' In' ^ 

( 3 .)- A brafs two pounder was taken in one of the waggons ^ the carriage being da- %, 
maged in the night, it was Tent to the b^gage, ‘ 
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cars included. The deftrudtion fell principally uppn the center, oVving Chaf.II. 
to the well-diredted fire of the continentals, and the execution done 
by the American artillery. The Americans lofi: feventy officers, two 
thoufand men, (killed, wounded, and prifoners) eight pieces (a.) of 
Cannon, feveral colours, and all their carriages and waggons, contain- 
ing the ftores, ammunition, and baggage, of the whole army. 

On reviewing the ftriking circumfianees preceding and during the 
battle, the condu^ of Earl Cornwallis cannot be placed in a clearer 
light than by contrafting it with that of his opponent. The faults 
committed by the American commander, during his Ihort campaign 
at the head of the fouthern army, were neither unimportant in them- 
felves, nor inconfiderable in number. The firfl mifconception im-» 
putable to General Gates, was the not breaking in upon the Britifb ^ 
communications as foon as he arrived near Lynche’s creek. The 
move up the creek, and from thence to Camden, was pradlicable and 
eafy before the King’s troops were concentered at that place ; or he 
might, without the fmalleft difficulty, have occupied a flrong pofition 
on Saunders’ creek, five miles from Camden, before Earl Cornwalirs 
joined the royal forces. His fecond error was moving an army, con- 
fifting of young corps and undifciplined militia, in the night ; A ma- 
noeuvre always to be avoided with troops of that defcription, in the 
neighbourhood of an enterprifing enemy ; and only to be ha^arded, 
when regiments are perfedlly officered, and ' welf trained. His third 
mifiake was in the dilpofition of his army before the adfion : If the 
militia had been formed into one line, in front of the continentals, 
they would have galled the Britifh in the wood, when approaching to 
attack the main body : Or, if the militia had been kept totally fepa- 
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rate- from the continentals, and too much confidence had not been 
placed in them, perhaps that confufion in part of the Marjland line, 
owing to the early flight of Cafwairs brigade, had never happened. 
His laft and greateftiault, was attempting to make an alteration in the 
difpofition the inflant the two armies were, going to engage; which 
circumftance could not efeape the notice of a vigilant enemy, who by 
a fkilful and fudden attack threw the American left wing into a hate 
of confufion, recovered. The favourable oppor- 

tunities which prefen ted themfelves to Earl Cornwallis during the 
inarch and the adlion, were feized with judgement, and profecuted 
with vigour ; a glorious vidory crowned the defigns of the general, 

.and the exertions of the troops. 


Immediately after the adion every pofilble affiftance was given 
to the wounded of both parties : The loyal militia were ordered to ex- 
plore the adjacent woods, and to colled the difabled : Waggons were 
afterwards afFembled, in which they were placed with care, in order to 
ibllow the principal part of the Britifh army, which fell back to its po- 
fition at Camden. Lord Cornwallis, with the light and legion infan- 
try, and the z^d regiment, moved forwards to Rugeley’s mills, where 
he was joined in the afternoon by the legion cavalry, on their feturii 
from Hanging rock. 


Though the late vidory was compiete, and the principal army of 
the Americans was defeated, there yet remained in South Carolina 
>fome troops under Colonel Sumpter, well furnifhed with arms, and 
provided with cannon. The vicinity of their fituation to the late fcene 
of adion, equally afforded them opportunity to give refuge to the fu- 
gitives, and to augment their own numbers. The river Wateree, 
which had feparated General Gates and Colonel Sumpter, abounded 

I with 
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^ith public ferrys and private boats, befides being fordable in many Ghap.II. 
places. It Was not to be fuppofed but that Sumpter had early informa- 
tion of the late misfortune, and that he would avail himfelf of his 
knowledge of the country to prote<£l his dilperfed friends, and to fe- 
cure his own retreat. The neceffity of beating or driving this corps 
out of the province was fo evident, that Earl Cornwallis difpatched an 
order on the evening of the i6th to Lieutenant-colonel Turnbull, to 
move infta'ntly with the New-Yotk volunteers. Major Fergufon’s de- 
tachment, and the loyal militid, hi pUrfuit of Colonel Sumpter. The 
light infantry, (I.) aild the Britifli legion, who were exhaufted by the 
fatigue of the preceding bight’s march, and by the aftion and purfuit 
of the day, alfo received orders to be in readhiefs to move early next 
morning. Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton was defired to harafs or ftrike 
at Colonel Sumpter, as he fhould find it moft advifable when he ap- 
proached him: For this purpofe he directed his courfe next morning 
through the woods, with three hundred and fifty nien and one piece of 
cannon, and marched up the eaft fide of the Wateree, intending to pafs 
it at or near Rocky mount : Upon the route he picked up about twenty 
fcdttered continentals, and in the afternbon he gained intelligence that 
Ciolonel Sumpter was retreating along the weftern bank of the river. 

Tarleton made no alteration in his plan, but continued his march to 
the ferry facing Rocky mount : On his arrival at dufk, he perceived 
the enemy’s fires about a mile diftant from the oppofite fhore : Imme- 
diate care was taken to fecure the boats, and in ftaht orders were given 
to the light troops topafs the night without fires. No alarm happened, 
and at daybreak it was apparent that the Araericans had decamped 
Some of the Britifli vedettes and fentries reported at dawn that they 
could difcover the rear guard of the enemy quitting Rocky mount. 

(I.) In note F. 

Tarleton 
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Chap. II. Tarleton inftantiy detached Captain Campbell, of the light infantry, 

■ with a fmall .party acrofs the river, with inftrudions -to hold out a 

I white handkerchief on Rocky mount, if Colonel Sumpter continued 

■ his route up the Wateree : In the.mean time, pr^parationswere made 
for palling the river : Captain Campbell, on his arrival at Rocky 

i mount, took a prifoner, .and difplayed the appointed lignal : The boats, 

\ with the three-pounder and the infantry, immediately pulhed off, and 

* the cavalry .croiTed the part which was not fordable by fwimming. 

After the paflage was eliefled, a patrole of legion dragoons was di- 
reded to proceed a few miles to the weftward, to inquire after Turn- 
I bull and. .Fergufon ; but no intelligence was obtained. 
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In the meantime. Colonel Sumpter, with His detachment, confift- 
ing of one hundred continentals, (d.) feven hundred militia, and two i 
pieces of cannon, direded his march towards the fords near the Ca- 
tawba fettlement, where he intended to pafs the river, in order .to take 
a pofition eligible for his own numbers, and well adapted to receive the 
fugitives of the American army. This officer, fincethe period that he 
received reinforcement from General Gates, had been fortunate in his 
operations: He had taken above one hundred Britilh foldiers, he had 
fecured one hundred and fifty loyal American militia, and he had cap- 
tured near fifty waggons loaded with arms, do res, and ammunition. 
Information was obtained at Rocky mount, that thefe trophies of fuc- 
cefs were in SumpteFs pofleffion, and under the efcort of his advanced 
guard: The impoffibility of reaching that part of his corps, without 
the knowledge of the main body, determined Lieutenant -colonel 
Tarleton to hang upon the rear, and watch an opportunity of attempt- 
ing fomething in that quarter.: He was fenfible that no alarm had been 
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given, and that no jealoufy could yet be entertained of his having Chap* II. 
pafled the Wateree. Thefe incidents, which at fiift fighf appeared fo 
favourable, were nearly counterbalanced by the diligence of Sumpter’s 
march, by the exhaufted condition of the Britifh light troops, by the 
dntenfe heat of the day, and by the ground yet to be gained before an 
attack could take place. When Tarleton arrived at Fifliing creek at 
twelve o’clock, he found the greatell part of his command over- 
powered by fatigue ; the corps covild no longer be moved forwards in 
a compa^f and ferviceable Hate : He therefore determined to feparate 
the cavalry and infantry moft able to bear farther hardlhip, to follow 
the enemy, whilft the remainder, with the three , pounder, took pofl: 
on an advantageous piece of ground, in order to refrefh themfelves, 
and cover the retreat in cafe of accident. 

The number feleded to continue the purfuit did not exceed one 
hundred legion dragoons and fixty foot foldiers ; The light infantry 
furnifhed a great proportion of the latter. This detachment moved 
forwards with great circumfpedion ; No intelligence, except the 
recent tracks upon the road, occurred for five miles. Two of the 
enemy’s vedettes, who were concealed behind fome buflies, fired upon 
the advanced guard as it entered a valley and killed a dragoon of the 
legion: A circumftance which irritated the foremoft of his comrades 
to fuch a degree, that they difpatehed the two Americans with their 
fabres before Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton could interpofe, or any in- 
formation be obtained refpefling Colonel Sumpter. A ferjeant and 
four men of the Britifti legion foon afterwards approached the fummit 
of the neighbouring eminence, where inflantly halting, they crouched 
upon their horles, and made a fignal to their commanding officer. 

Tarleton rode forwards to the advanced guard, and plainly difcovered 
■over -the crefl: of the hill the front of the American camp, perfefbly 

quiet, 
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quiet, and not the leaft alarmed by the fire of the vedettes. Tlie 1 
decifiou, aiiH the preparation for the attack, were momentary. The 
cavalry and infantry were formed into one line, and, giving a general 
Ihout, advanced to the charge. The arms (a.) and artillery of the 
Gontiuentals were fecured (a.) before the men could be afiembled: 
Univerfal (m.) confternation immediately enfued throughout the 
camp ; fome oppofition was, however, made from behind the wag^- 
gons, in front of the militia.. The numbers, and extenfive encamp?. 
men t of the eneitiy, occafioned feveral conflids before the adlion was 
decided. At length, the releafe of the regulars and the loyal militi^ 
who were confined in the rear of the Americans, enabled Lieutenant*- . 
colonel Tarleton to flop the flaughter, and place guards over, the pxi. 
foners. 

The purfuit could not with propriety be pufhed very far, the quan-- 
tity of prifoners upon the fpot demanding the immediate attention of 
great part of the light troops. Lieutenant 'Colonel-, Tarleton loft 110 
time in fending for the detachment left at Fifliing creek, thinking this 
additional force neceftary to repulfe any attempt the enemy might 
make to refeue their friends. All the men he could aflemble were 
likewife wanted to give affiftance to the wounded, and to take charge 
of the prifoners ; the troops who had gained this aftion having a juft 
claim to fome relaxation, in order to refrefti themfelves after thek late 
vigorous exertions. 

Captain Charles Campbell, (n.) who commanded the light infant 
try, was unfortunately killed near the end of the affair. His death 
cannot be mentioned without regret. He was a young officer, whofe 
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conduft and abilities afforded the moft flattering profpedt that he Chaf.II. 
would be an honour to his country. The lofs, otherwife, on the fide 
of the Britifh was inconfiderable; fifteen non-commiffioned officers 
and men, and twenty horfes, were killed and wounded* 

Colonel Sumpter, who had taken off part of his clothes on ac- 
count of the heat of the weather, in that fituation, amidft the general 
confufion, made his efcape : One hundred and fifty (o.) of his officers 
and foldiers were killed and wounded 5 ten continental officers and one 
hundred men, man)'' militia officers, Rnd upwards of two hundred 
privates, were made prifoiiers 5 two three pounders, two ammunition 
Waggons, one thoufaud fiand of arms, forty- four carriages, loaded 
with baggage, rum, and other fiores, fell into the pofieffion of the 
Britifh* 

The pofition occupied by the Americans was eligible and advanta- 
geous; but the fuppofed diftance of the King’s troops occafioned a neg- 
ligence in their look out, and lulled them into fatal fecurity. Some 
explanation, however, received after the adlion, greatly diminifhed the 
miftakes which Colonel Sumpter feemed to have committed : It ap- 
pea.red upon inquiry that he had fent patroles to examine the road to- 
wards Rocky mount ; but, fortunately for the Britifh, they had not 
proceeded far enough to difcover their approach : It was evident like- 
wife that he had demanded the caufe of the two fhots, and that an 
officer juft returned from the advanced fentrles had reported, that the 
militia were firing at cattle: A common practice in the American 
Camp. In one word, the indefatigable perfeverance of the Britifh 
light troops obtained them a moft brilliant advantage when their hopes ’ 

(y.) In note Fs 
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CiiAPill. and ftrength were nearly exhaufted. The wounded being drefled, and 
the arras and prifoners being colleded, the legion and light infan- 
try commenced their march towards Camden. The three following 
days finilhed their toilforae duty, when their fervices were rewarded by 
the approbation of Earl Cornwallis,, and. the acclamations of their felj»- 
tow ibldiers. 
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( N O T E A. ) 

Extras of a letter from Eieutenant-general Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry- 
Clinton^ dated Charles town. South Carolina, June 30, 1780. 


T HE fubmiffion of General Williamfbn (a.) at Niiietj Sis-, whofe Notes to the 
capitulation I enclofe with Gaptain Paris’s letter, and the difperfion of Chapte^. 
a party of rebels, who had alTembled at an iron work on the north- weft 
border of the province, by a detachment of dragoons' and militia from 
Lieutenant, colonel Turnbull, put an end to ali refiftance in Soutb 
Carolina. 


I HAVE agreed to a propofal made by Mrv Harrifon, (c.)^ to - raife a 
provincial corps of five hundred men, with the rank of major, to 
be compofed of the natives of the country between the Pedee and 
Wateree, and in which it is at prefent extremely probable that he will 
fiiGceed, 

" I^HAVE 


Kotes to t\iQ 
Second 
Chapter# 
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iHAVEeftabliflied' the moft fatisfaSory correfpondence, and have 

feenfevcial people of credit and undoubted fidellly tom North Cato- 

lina They all agree in the affurances of the good difpofition of a 

conMerable body of the. inhabitant*, and of the inrpoffibility of fub- 

fiffine a body of troops in that country till the harveft is over. This 
reafol the heat of the fummer, and the unfettled Hate of South Caro- 
lina, all concurred to convince me of the neceffity of poftponmg (b.) 
offenfive operations on that fide until the latter end of Auguft, or be- 
ginning of September; and, in confe,uence, I ftnt emiffanes to the 
reading perfons amongft our friends, recommending, in the ftrongeft 
terms, that they fliould attend to their harveft, prepare ptovifions, and 
remaiL qniet till the King’s troops were ready to enter the province. 

Notwithstanding thefe precautions, lam forty to fay, that a 
confiderable number of loyal inhabitants of Tryon county, encou- 
raged and headed by a Colonel (d.) Moore, rofe on the 18th inftant, 
without order or caution, and were in a few days defeated by Gene- 

ral Rutherford with fome lofs. ^ 


rii. 


t 'til 

‘ nil 


(N O T E B.) 

ExtraB of a letter from Lieutenant-general Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry 
Qintony dated Charles toWnt Juty 14, 1780. 

SINCE my arrival at this placfe, I haire beeh employed m the 
internal (a.) regulations of the province, and fettling the mihtia of the 
lower diftrias, both of which are in great forwardnefs; and I have 
kept up a continual correfpondence with the frontiers, and the inter” 
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sal parts of North Carolina, where the a^pe£i: of affairs is not fo peace- Notes to tije 
able as when I wrote laft. Major-general de Kalbe (c.) is certainly at Chapter. 
Hillfborough, with two thoufand continental troops, including fome 
cavalry, and faid -to be preparing to advance to Salifbury : Porterfield 
is ill the neighbourhood of Salifbury, with three hundred Virginians’; 
and Rutherford, with fome nailitia, with him : Cafwall, with one 
thoufand five hundred militia, is marched from Crofs creek to Deep 
river, between Hillfborough and Salifbury and . Sumpter, with about 
the .fame number of militia, is advanced as far as the Catawba - fettla- 
ment. Lord Rawdon reports to me, that many of the difaffeded 
South Carolinians, from the Wacfaw, and other fettlements on the 
frontier, whom he has. put on parole, have . availed, themfelves ■ of the 
general releafe of the 20th of June, and have joined General Sumpter. , 

Accounts from Virginia, through different channels, fay, that - 
two thoufand five hundred, of their militia had followed De Kalbe ; 
that the affembly had voted five thoufand^' men to be immediately 
drafted ro ferve as a-corps of ■ obfervatlon,. and had .vefled their governor 
with abfolute power during their recefs,; The government of North 
Carolina is likewife making great exertions to raife troops, andperfe- 
cuting.our friends in the mofl cruel manner ; in confequence of which, . 

Colonel Bryan, although he had ppmifed to wait .for my orders, loft 
all patience, and rofe with about eight hundred (b.). men on; the Yad- 
kin ; and, by a difficult and dangerous march, joined Major M'Arthur 
on the borders of Anfon county : About two thirds only of his. people 
were armed, . and. thofe I believe but indifferently. . 

The effects of the exertions .which, the enemy are makingin thofe' 
two provinces, will, I make no- doubt, be exaggerated to us. . To 
enable me to begin firft, I, am ufing every poffible difpatch in tranf- 

^ . porting. 
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Notes to the porting to Camden, rum, fait, regimental ftores, arms, and ammu- 
Cbapter. nition, which, Oil account of the diftance and exceffive heat of the 
feafon, is a work of infinite labour, and requires confiderable time. 
In the mean while, the meafures I have directed Lord Rawdon to tak^, 
will, I truft, put it out of the power of the enemy to ftrike a blow at 
any of our detachments, or to make any confiderable inroads into this 
province. I have (d.) the fatisfadlion to affure your excellency, that 
• the numbers and dilpofitions of our militia equal my mofi: fanguiae 
expeaations. . 


I HAVE agreed to the propofal of Mr. Cunnlnghame, in 
i difiridt, to raife a . corps on the footing of Major Harrifoii’s. 


y-fix 


( N O T E C.) 

MxtraSi of a letter front Lieutenant-general Earl CornwMis to Sir Henry 
Clinton, dated Charles town, July ij5, 1780. 


1 HAVE jufl: received intelligence from Xord Rawdon, that De 
Kalbe has certainly joined Cafwall (b.) at Coxes’ plantation on Deep 
river ; his lordfhip in confequence has withdrawn Major M‘ Arthur’s 
detachment over the Black creek, when he means to join him with 
two battalions, and poft Lieutenant-colond 'Webfter on Hanging- rock 
creek. This will make his lituation pretty compa^ ; but I fear the 
enemy will make incurfions into tlie country. I propofe going down 
in a few days. Although -you will eafily imagine, that arrangements 
-here are much wanted, and that I cap be but ill (pared, the other 
bufinefs is, however, the mofi: prelfing. 

I Lori 
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Lord Rawdon likewife inclofed to me a letter from Lieutenant- Notes to rte 

Second 

colonel Turnbull, (a.) at Rocky mount, on the weft bank of the Chapter. 
Wateree, thirty miles from Camden, who reports, that having heard 
that fome of the violent rebels, about thirty miles in his front, had 
returned to their plantations, and were encouraging the people to join 
them, he fent Captain Huck of the legion, with a detachment of 
about thirty or forty of that corps, twenty mounted men of the New- 
York volunteers, and lixty militia, to feize or drive them away. 

Captain Huck, encouraged by meeting with no oppofition, encamped 
in an unguarded manner, was totally furprifed and routed. The 
captain was killed, and only twelve of the legion, and as many of the 
militia, efcaped. 



(NOTE D. ) 

SOUTH C A R D L I N A. 

By the Right Honourable Charles Earl Cornwallis, Lieut enanUgeneral of 
His Majejiy's forces, &c^ 

PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS it hath been reprefented unto np, that fome li- 
centious and evil-difpofed perfons have lately drove away, from the 
plantations of feveral of the inhabitants in this province, the cattle 
which were upon the fame, falfeiy afferting, that they were properly 
authorized fo to do, to the great lofs and injury of the proprietors of 
the faid cattle; in order that a flop may be put to fo iniquitous and 
unjuft a pradice, I do, by this my proclamation, moft ftrldly prohibit 
and forbid the fame ; and I do hereby give notice, that if any perfoii 
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Notes to tlie- or perlons ffiall hereafter offend therein , he or they fhali not only be 
Chai^er. Compelled to make recompence and fatisfaffion to the owners of cattle 
drove away, but Ihall be farther puniihed in a manner that an offence 
of fo great enormity and evil example doth deferve. And the more 
effedlually to prevent complaints and irregularities in future, I do 
hereby give notice, that whenever a future exigency may render it 
necefiary to imprefs, for the ufe of His Majefty’s troops, any cattle, 
the held officers of the militia of the diftrid will receive the proper 
orders, and be authorized to caufe the fame to be done ; and no per- 
fons whatever, except thofe adting under their authority, are, upon 
any pretence, to interfere therein ; and all perfons whatever are hereby 
moff ffriffly required to pay a due obedience to this proclamation, as 
they will anfwer the contrary at their peril. 

Given under my hand, at Charles town, the eighteenth day of 
July, Anno Domini one thoufand feven hundred and eighty, and in 
the twentieth year of His Majefty’s reign. 

(Signed) CORNWALLIS. 

By his lordfhip’s command, 

(Signed) A. Ross, Aid-de-camp. 

“From the South-Carofma Gazette, dated Charles town, July i 

By the Right Honourable- Charles Carl Cornwallis, Ueutenant-general of. 

Hh Meyejlf s forces-, &c. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS a memorial hath been prefented unto me by fundry 
perfons, who have been heretofore concerned in carrying on the trade 

v:a»d 


SOUTHERN PEpVINCES OF north AMERICA. I23 

and merchandize of this province, fetting forth, “ That, in conie- Notes to the 
“ queace of their former dealings, they are indebted unto feveral Chapter. 

“ merchants and manufadurers in Great Britain, in large fums of 
“ money, which they are anxious to difeharge as faft as poffible, and 
“ that there are now in this province, over and above what will be 
“ wanted for the confumption of the army and inhabitants, feveral 
“ thoufand barrels of rice, and alfo other ufual articles of produce, to 
“ a very confiderable amount, which, if they are permitted to be 
“ ftiipped to Great Britain, would be applied to that purpofe, but if 
“ detained in the country, will, from their perilliable nature, greatly 
“ diminiih in value.” And they have therefore prayed, that I would 
grant them my permiflion to export the fame to Great Britain, under 
fuch regulations and reftridtions as may be thought fit to be efta- 
bliftied. And whereas, upon due confideration it hath appeared to 
me, that it will be fit and expedient to grant the prayer of the faid 
memorial, I do,, by this my proclamation, notify and declare, that 
permifiion will* from henceforth be granted to His Majefly’s faithful 
and loyal fubjeds, to export to Great Britain or Ireland, for the pur- 
pofe above mentioned, fo much of the rice now remaining in the 
country, and alfo fuch other articles of produce as may be lawfully 
exported, and will not be w'anted for the ufe of the army, navy, or 
inhabitants; fubjed neverthelefs unto, and under fuch rules, regula- 
tions, and reftridious, as it hath been found neceffary to fubftitute 
and fuperadd to thofe fpecified and direded by the proclamation iffued 
by. His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton, on the twenty-feventh day of 
May laft. And all mafters of veflels, and other perfons, are hereby 
cautioned againfi: receiving on board any merchandize or effeds which 
may belong to prifoners, either upon parole or under confinement, or 
to any others whatfoever, except His Majefty’s loyal fubjeds, as tlieir 
veflels will thereby be rendered liable to ednfifeation, and themfelves 

R 2 to 
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to Other forfeitures and punifliments, which will be levied and Inflidled 
with the rigour fo criminal a condudt doth deferve. 


Given under my hand, at Charles town, the twenty-fecond day of 
July, Anno Domini one thoufand feven hundred and eighty, and in 
the twentieth year of His Majefty’s reign. 


(Signed) 


By his lordfliip’s command, 

(Signed) A. Ross, Aid-de-camp, 


By the Right Honour able Charles Earl Cornwallis ^ Lieutemnt-gemral of 

His Majeftys forces, &c. 


WHEREAS it hath been reprefented unto me, that fome of 
the inhabitants of this province have endeavoured to difpofe of great 
part of their property, and intended to remove with their eftedls out 
of the limits of His Majefty’s government, whereby the merchants in 
Great Britain, and other lawful creditors, may be greatly injured and 
defrauded of the juft debts which are due to them ; and for many 
other reafons, the fame ought not at prefent to be permitted : I do 
therefore, by this my proclamation, ftriftly forbid ail perfons what- 
ever, from felling or difpofing of, or from offering to fale or dilpofal, 
any lands, houfes, or negroes, without having firft obtained a iicente 
fo to do from the commandant of Charles town, vyho in fit and rea- 
fonable cafes will grant the fame ; and all houfes, lands, or negroes, 

' • ' — ^ which 
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which fhall hereafter be fold, or otherwife difpofed of, without fuch Notes to the 
licenfe, will be feized and fequeftered. And whereas the privileges Chapter, 
and advantages incident to the trade and commerce which is carried 
on in this province, are by law limited to, and ought to be exclu- 
lively enjoyed by, His Majefty’s liege and faithful fubje£ls ; yet, ne- 
verthelefs, perfons who are prifoners have prefumed to interfere 
therein, and have opened {hops for the purpofc of carrying on trade 
and commerce in Charles town : All fuch perfons are hereby cautioned 
againft continuing fuch praftices ; and if, in future, they do not defift 
therefrom, their goods and merchandize will be feized and forfeited; 
and all auctioneers and vendue mailers, or other perfons, are hereby 
flriftly enjoined from carrying on any trade, or felling, or difpofing 
of any goods, wares, or merchandize, on account of, or for the bene- 
fit of fuch perfons, upon pain of having their licenfe taken from 
them, or being otherwife dealt with according to the nature of the 
cafe. Provided, neverthelefs, that nothing is hereby to be conflrued- 
to extend to prevent bakers, butchers, or any handicraft tradefman, 
manufaClurer, or labourer, from exercifing or carrying on their ufual " 

and accuflomed occupations and employments. And as fundry perfons 
may clandeflinely withdraw themfelves from this province, to the 
prejudice of His Majefty’s fervice, and injury of their lawful creditors,, 

I do hereby, in the moft flriCl manner, prohibit and forbid all maflers 
of tranfports, or other veffels employed in His Majefly’s fervice, from 
receiving on board, or carrying away any perfons whatever, either 
white or black, except the crew they brought w'lth them, unlefs they 
fhall receive a written paffport or permiffion from the commandant of 
Charles town for that purpofe. And the more effeClually to prevenf- 
the fame being done in’ the veffels- employed in the trade and com- 
merce of the country, the maflers- of all fuch vefiels are hereby or- 
dered to comply with the diredions fpecified in two ads of the gene- 
%. ral 
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the ral affembly of this province ; the one entitled, An ad for the entry 
ar, <« of vefTels and the other, “ An additional aft to an aiSt for the 
entry of velTeis,” upon pain of being profecuted for the penalties 
inflifted by the faid adls, in cafe of their neglefl or refufal. 


Given under my hand, at Charles town, the twenty-fifth day of 
July, Anno Domini one thoufand feven hundred and eighty, and in 
the twentieth year of His Majefty’s reign. 


(Signed) 


By his lordfliip’s command, 

(Signed) A. Ross, Aid-de-camp, 


ExffaSi of a letter from Lieutenant-general Earl Cornwallh to Sir Henry 
Clinton^ dated Charles town, Huguji hth, 1780. 


THE general Rate of things, in the two provinces of North and 
South Carolina, is not very materially altered fince my letters of the 
14th and 15th of laft month were written. Frequent flcirmifhes, 
with various fuccefs, have happened in the country between the Ca- 
tawba river and Broad river. The militia (a.) of the difi: rid about 
Tiger and Ennoree rivers was formed by us under Colonel Floyd ; Co- 
lonel Neale, the rebel colonel, had fled ; but Lieutenant-colonel Lifle, 
who had been paroled to the iflands, exchanged, on his atrival in 
Charles town, his parole for a certificate of his being a good fubjetl, 
returned to the country, and carried off the whole battalion to join 
I General 
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General Sumpter at Catawba. We have not, however, on the whole, Notes to the 

Sccon<l 

loft ground in that part of the country. Turnbull was attacked at (b.) Ghaptcr, 
Rocky mount by Sumpter, with about one thoufand two hundred 
men, militia and refugees, from this province, whom he repulfed 
with great lofs ; We had, on our part, an officer killed, and one 
wounded. Colonel Turnbull’s condudl was very meritorious. The 
affair of Captain Huck turned out of lefs confequence than it appeared 
at firft : The captain and three men of the legion were killed, and fe- 
ven men of the New-York volunteers taken. On the eaftern part of 
the province, Major M‘Arthur, feeing the great importance of the 
poft at Chiraw hills, and finding himfelf pei'feftly fecure from any at- 
tack of the enemy, defired to continue there longer than it was in- 
tended he ftiould when I had the honour of writing to you on the 15th. 

At laft, however, the 71ft regiment grew fo exceedingly fickly, that 
he found it abfolutely necefiary to move, and marched on the 24th to 
the eaft branch of Lincoln’s creek. Gates, who had taken the com- 
mand of De Kalbe’s corps, was ftill on Deep river ; and Rutherford no 
farther advanced than Rocky river, Pedee. Knowing of no enemy 
within many miles, he ventured to fend about one hundred fick in 
boats down the Pedee to George town. Colonel (c.) Mills, who com- 
manded the militia of the Cheraw diftridb, though a very good man, 
had not complied with my inftrudfcions in forming his corps ; but had^ 
placed more faith in oaths and profeffions, and attended lefs to the for- 
mer conduift of thofe he admitted. The inftant the militia found that: 

M'Arthur had left his poft, and were affured that Gates would come 
there the next day, they feized their own officers, and the hundred 
lick, and carried them all prifoners into North Carolina. Colonel 
Mills wnth difficulty made his efcape to Georgetown. The wheat har- 
veft in North Carolina is now over, but the weather is ftill exceffively 
hot ] and, notwithftanding our utmoft exertions, a great pact of the 



Eum„ 



CAMPAIGNS OF 17S0 AND X781 IN THE 

rum, fait, cloathing, and iieceffaries for the foldiers, and the arms for 
■the provincials, and ammunition for the troops, are not very far ad-^ 
vanced on their way to Camden. However, if no material interrup- 
tion happens, this bufinefs will be nearly accomplifhed in a fortnight 
or three weeks. 


Our affurances of attachment from our diftreffed friends in North 
Carolina are as ftrong as ever. .And the patience and fortitude with 
which thofe unhappy people bear the moft oppreffive and cruel tyranny 
that ever was exercifed over any country, deferve our greateft ad- 
miration. 


"London Gazette Extraordinary* 

Whitehall, 0 £ 1 . 9, 1780. 

^hts morning Captain Rofs, aid-de-camp to Lieutenant-general Earl Corn- 
•wallis, arrived in town from South Carolina^ with a letter from hi 
iordjhip to Lord George Germain, one of His Majeffsprincipalfecreta' 
riesofjiate, of which the following is a copy, 

__ _ Camden, Aug. 21, 1780. 

My Lord, 

IT is with great pleafure that I communicate to your lordfliip an ac- 
count of a complete viftory obtained on the i6th inftant, by His Ma- 
jefty s troops under my command, over the rebel fouthern army, com- 
manded by General Gates. 
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In my difpatch, No. i, I had the honour to inform your lord ih ip, Notes to the 

• Second ' 

that while at Charles town, I was regularly acquainted, by Lord Chapter, 
Rawdon, with eveiy material (a.) ‘incident or movement made by the 
enemy, or by the troops under his lordlhip’s command. 

On the 9th inftant two espreffes arrived with an account that Ge- 
neral Gates was advancing towards Lynche’s creek with his whole 
army, fuppofed to amount to fix thoufaiid men, exclufive of a detach- 
ment of one thoufand men under General Sumpter, who, after having 
in vain attempted to force the polls at Rocky mount and Hanging 
rock, was believed to be at that time trying to get round the left of 
our pofition, to cut off our communication with the Congarees and 
Charles town ; that the difaffecled country between the Pedee and 
Black (c.) river had adually revolted ; and that Lord Rawdon was 
contrafling his polls, and preparing to alfemble his force at Camden. 

In confequence of this information, after finlfliing fome Important 
(b.) points of bufinefs at Charles town, I fet out on the evening of 
the loth, and arrived at Camden on the night between the 13th (d.) 
and 14th, and there found Lord Rawdon with all our force, except 
Lieutenant-colonel Turnbull’s fmall detachment, which fell back 
from Rocky mount to Major Fergufon’s polls of the militia of Ninety 
Six, on Little river. 

I HAD now my option to make, either to retire or attempt the 
enemy ; for the pofition at Camden was a bad- one to be attacked in, 
and by General Sumpter’s advancing down the Wateree, my fupplles 
mull have failed me In a few days. 


m'. 
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Notes to the I S AW HO difficulty ill making good my retreat to Charles town 
C?ap°S. with the troops that were able to march ; but in taking that refoiu- 
tion, 1 muft have not only left near eight hundred fick and a great 
quantity of {lores at this place, but I clearly faw the lofs of the whole 
province, except Charles town, and all of Georgia, except Savannah,' 
as immediate eonfequences, befides forfeiting all pteteniions to future 
confidence from our friends in this part of America.- 

On the other hand, there was no doubt of the rebel army being 
well appointed, and of its number being upwards of five thoufand 
men, exclufive of General Sumpter’s detachment, and a corps of Vir- 
ginia militia, of twelve or fifteen hundred men, either adlually joined, 
or expefled to join the main body every hour ; and my own corps, 
which never was numerous, was now reduced, by fieknefs and other 
cafualties, to about fourteen hundred fighting men, of regulars arid 
provincials, with four or five hundred militia and North-Carolina 
refugees. 

However, the greatefi: part of the troops that I had being per- 
fedly good, and having left Charles town fufficiently garrifoned and 
provided for a fiege, and feeing little to lofe by a defeat, and much to 
gain by a viftory, I refolved to take the firft good opportunity to at- 
tack the rebel army. 

Accordingly, I took great pains to procure good information of 
their movements and pofition and I learned that they had encamped, 
after marching from Hanging rock, at Colonel Rugeley’s, about twelve 
miles from hence, on the afternoon of the 14th. 

I After 
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Aft er confulting fome iutelligent people, well acquainted with Notes to the 
the ground, I determined to march at ten o’clock on the night of the Chapter. 
15th, and to attack at daybreak, pointing my principal force againii 
their continentals, who, from good intelligence, I knew to be badly 
pofted, clofe to .Goionei Rugeley’s houfe. Late in the e%’^ening I re- 
ceived information, that the Virginians had joined that day ; however, 
that having been expedied, I did not alter my plan, but marched at 
the hour appointed, leaving the defence of Camden to forae provin- 
cials, militia, and convalefcents, and a detachment of the (e.) 63d 
regiment, which by being mounted on horfes which, they had prefled 
on the road, it was hoped would arrive in the courfe of the night. 


I HAD proceeded nine miles, when about half an hour pafl; two in 
the morning my advanced guard fell in with the enemy. By the 
weight of the fire 1 was convinced they were in confiderable force ; 
and was foon afl'ured by fome deferters and prilbners, that it was the 
whole rebel army on its march to attack us at Camden. I imme- 
diately halted and formed, and the enemy doing the fame, the firing 
foon ceafed. Confiding in the difciplined courage of His Majefty’s 
troops, and well apprifed by feveral intelligent inhabitants, that the 
ground (f.) on which both armies flood, being narrowed by fwamps 
on the right and left, was extremely favourable for my numbers, I 
did not chufe to hazard the great flake for which I was going to 
fight, to the uncertainty and confufion to which an afition in the dark 
is fo particularly liable ; but having taken meafures that the enemy 
(hould not have in their power to avoid an engagement on that ground, 
I refolved to defer the attack till day : At the dawn 1 made my lafl: 
dlfpofition, and formed the troops in the following order : The divi- 
fion on the right, confifling of a fmall corps of light Infanty, the 23d 
and 33d regiments, under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Web- 

S 2 fter ; 
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Nott?5 to the fter; the divilion of the left, confifting of the volunteers of Ireland, 
Chapun-. infantry of the legion, and part of Lieutenant- colonel Hamilton’‘s 
North-Carolina regiment, under the command of Lord Rawdon, with 
two fix and two three-pounders, which were commanded by Lieute- 
nant M'Leod. The 71ft regiment, with two fix-pounders, was formed 
as a referve, one battalion in the rear of the divifion of the right, the 
otfier of that of the left, and the cavalry of the legion in the rear, and 
the country being woody, clofe to the 71 ft regiment, with orders to 
feize any opportunity that might offer to break the enemy’s line, and 
to be ready to protedt our own, in cafe any corps ftiould meet with a 
check. 


This difpofition was juft made when I perceived that the enemy, 
having likewife perfifted ’ in their refolution to fight, were formed in 
two lines oppofite and near to us ; and oblerving a movement (h.) in 
their left, which I fuppofed to be with an intention to make fome 
alteration in their order, I diredled Lieutenant-colonel' Webfter to 
begin the attack, which was done with great vigour, and in a few 
minutes the aftion was general along the whole front. It was at this 
time a dead calm, with a little hazinefs in the air, which preventing 
the fmoke from rifing, occafioned fo thick a darknefs, that it was dif- 
ficult to fee the effedl of a very heavy and well-fupported fire on both, 
fides. Our line continued to advance in good order, and with the 
cool intrepidity of experienced Britifti foldiers, keeping up a conftaiit 
fire, or making ufe of bayonets, as opportunities offered, and, after an 
obftinate refiftance during three quarters of an hour, threw the enemy 
into total coufufion, and forced them to give way in all quarters. At 
this inftaiit I ordered the cavalry to complete the rout, which was 
performed with their ufual promptitude and gallantry ; and after doing 
great execution on the field of battle, they continued the purfuit to 

Hanging 
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Hanging rockj twenty-two miles from the place where the adlon Notes to the 

' ' . , _ , . .Second"' 

liappened, dunng whiehj many of the enemy were flaio, and a nnm- Chapter^ 

her of prifoners, near one hundred and fifty waggons, (in one of which 
was a brafs cannon, the carriage of which had been damaged in the 
fkirmifh of the night) a confiderable quantity of military ftores, and’ all 
the baggage and camp equipage of the rebel army, fell into our hands.- 

The lofs of the enemy was very confiderable ; a number of colours, 
and feven pieces of brafs cannon, (being all their artillery that were 
in the adtion) with all their ammunition waggons, were taken ; be- 
tween eight and nine hundred w’e re killed,, among that number Briga- 
dier-general Gregory, and about one thoufand prifoners, many of whom 
wounded, of which number were Major-general Baron de Kalbe, fines 
dead, and Brigadier-general Rutherford. 



i; I HAVE the honour to Inclofe a return of the killed and wounded 

on our fide. The lofs of fo many brave men is much to be lamented ; 
but the number is moderate in proportion to fo great an advantage, 

1^ The behaviour of His Majefiy’s troops in general was beyond ail 

I praife ; it did honour to themfelves and to their country. I was parti- 

cularly indebted to Colonel Lord Rawdon, and to Lieutenant-colonel 
Webfter, for the difiinguithed courage and ability with which they con- 
duced their refpeCive divifions ; and the capacity a!nd vigour of Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarleton, at the head of the cavalry, deferve my higliefi: 
( commendations. Lieutenant M‘Leod exerted himfelf greatly in the 

I GonduC of our artillery. My aid-de-camp. Captain Rofs, and Lieu- 

tenant Haldane, of the engineers, who aCed in that capacity, ren- 
dered me moft eflential fervice; and the public officers, major of bri- 
gade England, who aCed as deputy adjutant general, and the majors 
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of brigade Manley and Doyle, fhewed the mod: adlve and zealous aU 
tentioii to their duty. Governor Martin became again a military man, 
and behaved with the fpirit of a young volunteer. 

The fatigue of the troops rendered them- incapable of farther exer- 
tion on the day of adlion ; but as .1 faw the inaportance of dedroying 
or difperling, if poffible, the corps under General Sumpter, as it might 
prove a foundation for affembling the routed army, on the morning of 
the 17th I detached Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton with the legion ca- 
valry and infantry, and the corps of light infantry, making in all 
about three hundred and fifty men, with orders to attack him where- 
ever he could find him ; and at the fame time I fent orders to Lieute- 
iiant-colonel Turnbull and Major Fergufon, at that time on Little 
ixiver, to put their corps in motion immediately, and on their fide pur- 
fue and endeavour to attack General Sumpter. Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton executed this fervice with his ufual adivity and military ad- 
■drefs. He procured good information of Sumpter’s movements, and, 
by forced and concealed marches, came up with and furprifed (m.) 
him in the middle of the day on the 1 8th, near the Catawba fords. 
.He totally deftroyed or dlfperfed his detachment, eonfilling then of 
feven hundred men, killing one (o.) hundred and fifty on the fpot, 
and taking, two pieces of brafs camion and three hundred prifoners, 
and forty-four waggons. He likewife retook one hundred of our men, 
who had fallen into their hands partly at the aSion at Hanging roek, 
and partly in efcorting fome waggons from Congarees to Camden ; and 
he reieafed one hundred and fifty of our militiamen, or friendly coun- 
itry people, who had been feized by the rebels. Captain Campbell, 
.(n.j who commanded the light infantry, a very promifing officer, was 
unfortunately killed in the affair. Our lofs otherwife was trifling. 
This aflion was too brilliant to need any comment of mine, and will, 

I have 
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I have no doubt, highly recommend Lientenant-cdlonel Tarleton toNotes to Aa 
His Majelly’s favour. The rebel forces being at prefent difperfed, the Chapter, 
internal commotions and infurredlions in the province will now fubfide. 

But I lhall give directions to inflidl exemplary punilhment on fome of 
the raoft guilty, in hopes to deter others in future from fporting with 
j allegiance and oaths, and with the lenity and generofity of the Britilh 
government. 

On the morning of the 17th I difpatched proper people into North 
Carolina, with diredions to our friends there to take arms and aflem- 
ble immediately, and to feize the moft violent people, and all military 
ftores and magazines belonging to the rebels, and to intercept all ftrag- 
i glers from the routed army ; and I have promifed to march without lofs 
of time to their fupport. Some neceffary fupplies for the army are 
now on their way from Charles town, and I hope that their arrival 
will enable me to move in a few days. 

My aid-de-camp. Captain Rofs, will have the honour of delivering 
this difpatch to your lordfhip, and will be able to give you the fullefl: 

'' account of the ftate of the army and the country. He is a very de- 
fervlng officer, and I take the liberty of recommending him to your 
lordfhip’s favour and patronage. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORN WALLia 

I • • . . ■ ' . ' ' ' ■ ■ 

i; ■ ■ . 
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CAMPAIGNS OF I.^^So AND I781 IN ITHE 

(NOTE G. ) 

"Field return of the troops under the command of hieutenant-general Eari 
CornwaUis, on the night of the i phof riiiguf, 1780. 

ROYAL art'illeiy. 2 lieutenants, 2 ferjeants, 15 rank and file. 

Light companies. 2 captains, 3 lieutenants, i enfign, i adjutant, 
1 1 ferjeants, I drummer, 1 29 rank and file. 

23d regiment. 3 captains, 6 lieutenants, i adjutant, 13 ferjeants, 
8 drummers, 261 rank and file. 

33d regiment, i lieutenant colonel, 5 captains, 4 lieutenants, 2 
enfigns, i adjutant, i furgeon, i mate, 13 ferjeants, i drummer, 
209 rank and file. 

lil battalion, 71 ft regiment. 2 captains, 4 lieutenants, i enfign, i 
adjutant, 1 quarter rnafter, i mate, 14 ferjeants, 6 drummers, 114 
rank and file. 

2d battalion, ditto, i captain, 3 lieutenants, 3 enfigns, 9 ferjeants, 
94 rank and file. 

Volunteers of Ireland. 1 colonel, 4 captains, 4 lieutenants, 6 en- 
figns, I mate, 23 ferjeants, 11 drummers, 253 rank and file. 

Britifli legion cavalry, i lieutenant colonel, i major, 2 captains, 3 
lieutenants, 2 cornets, i adjutant, i furgeon, 12 ferjeants, 2 trumpe- 
ters, 157 rank and file. 

Brltilh legion infantry. 4 captains, 4 lieutenants, 9 ferjeants, 3 
drummers, 106 rank and file. 

Royal North-Carolina regiment, i lieutenant colonel, i major, 5 
■captains, 6 lieutenants, .4 enfigns, i adjutant, 1 quarter rnafter, i 
furgeon, 16 ferjeants, 8 drummers, 223 rank and file. 

Pioneers. 2 lieutenants, 3 ferjeants, 23 rank and file. 


Volunteers 
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Volunteer militia, i lieutenant colonel, i major, 3 captains, jNotcs to tha 

Second. 

lieutenants, 4 en%ns/ 8 ferjeant^ 300 rank and file. Chapter; 

Total. I colonel, 4 lieutenant colonels, 3 majors, 31 captains, 46 
lieutenants, 23 enfigns, 6 adjutants, 2 quarter mailers, 3 furgeons, 3 
mates, 133 ferjeants, 40 drummers, 1944 rank and file. 

(Signed) R. ENGLAND, 

Ading deputy adjutant general. 



(NOTE H. ) 


Return of the killed, mounded, and mijjtng, of the troops under the com^ 
mand of Lieutenant-general Earl CornmaUis, in the battle fought near 
Camden, South Carolina, on the i(>th of Augujl, 1780. 

ROYAL artillery, i lieutenant, 2 rank and file, wounded. 

Light infantry, i ferjeant, 6 rank and file, killed; i enfign, 5 
rank and file, wounded. 

23d regiment* 6 rank and file killed ; i captain, 1 7 rank and file, 
woitnded* 

33d regiment* i captain, 17 rank and file, killed ; i lieutenant co- 
lonel, i captain, 2 lieutenants, i enfign, 4 ferjeants, 72 rank and 
file, wounded ; i rank and file miffing. 

ifl battalion, 7 ifl:. i lieutenant, 4 rank and file, killed ; i captain, 
j lieutenant, i ferjeant, 22 rank and file, wounded* 

2d battalion, ditto, i ferjeant, 4 rank and file, killed ; i ferjeant, 
8 rank and file, wounded. 


T 
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Volunteers of Ireland. 17 rank and file killed ; 1 lieutenant, ’ 2 eii- 
figus, 2 ferjeants, i drummer, 64. rank and file, wounded. 

Legion cavalry. 4 rank and file killed ; i ferjeant, 3 rank and file 
wounded 12- rank and file miffing.^ 

Legion infantry, 1 rank and file killed; i lieutenant,- i ferjeant,. 
10 rank and file, wounded ; z ferjeants, 3 rank and file, miffing. 

Royal North-CaroHna regiment. 3 rank and file killed ; i lieute- 
nant colonel, I lieutenant, i enfign,. 3 ferjeants, 8 rank and file,. 
wounded. 

Pioneers. 2 rank and file killed ; i lieutenant wounded. 

Volunteer militia. 2 rank and- file wounded ; 3 rank and file 
milling. 

Total. I captain, i lieutenant, 2 ferjeants, 64 rank and- file, 
killed ; 2 lieutenant colonels, 3 captains, 8 lieutenants, 5 enfigns, 13: 
ferjeants, i drummer, 213 rank and file,, wounded; 2 ferjeants, 9- 
rank and file, miffing. 

OFFICERS KILLED-- AND WOUNDED. 

Royal artillery. Lieutenant Marquois wounded. 

Light companies. Enfign Bowen wounded. 

23d regiment. Captain James Drury wounded, 

33d regiment. Captain Allen Malcolm killed ; Lieutenant-colonel 
Webfter, Captain Richard Cotton, Lieutenants George Wynyard, 
James L. Harvy, Enfign John-Wheeler Collington, wounded. 

ift battalion, 71ft. Lieutenant Archibald Campbell killed ; Captain 
Hugh Campbell, Lieutenant John Grant, \younded. 

Volunteers] of Ireland, Lieutenant Gillifpie, Enfigns Whatley and 
Thompfon, wounded. 

Legion infantry. Lieutenant Donovan wounded. 


North- 
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North-Garolina regiment. Lieutenant-colonel Hamilton, Lieu te- 'Notes to the 

' • ' ■ ' ' ■ »■ ^ ' ■ ■■ ■ '''Second' 

:iiant ■M*AlpiEaV'':Enfi^^^^^ wotiadcd. , , ■ Ch^>m. 

Pioneers. Lieutenant Macdonald wounded. 


(Signed) CORNWALLIS 
Lieutenant General, 


: I. ) ;: 

'iB.eium of ordnance and military fores taken by the army under the command 
of LieutenanUgeneral Earl Cornwallis, at the battle fought near Camden, 
the 1 6th of Auguf, 1780. 

BRASS FIELD PIECES. 

Six pounders, 4 ; three pounders, 2 ; two pounders, 3. Total, S. 


(Abandoned by the enemy, and brought from their camp, Eynche's creeh 
IRON FIELD PIECES. 

Three pounder, i ; two pounder, x ; fwivels, 3. Total, 5.) 
Ammunition waggons, covered, 225 travelling forges, 2 ; fixed 
ammunition for fix pounders, 160 ; ditto for three pounders, 520 ; 
iltinds of arms, 2000 1 mufquet cartridges, 80,000. 


I 



Notea to the T^ahit by UeuUnant-cohnel ^arleton at the defeat of General Sumpter 

' Second ^ 

'I chaptet:. Aumfl 1 %-, IvSo^ 


Augujl 1%-, 1780^ 
FIELD PIECES. 


Three pounders, z. 


(Signed) J. MAC L E O D, 

Lieutenant, commanding ofEcer 
©£ artillery. 

Return of killed and' wounded’ of the troops under the command of "Lieutenant^- 
colonel d’arleton, in the aSiion near Catawba fords., on the i%th ef 
Augujl, 1780. 

LIGHT infantry., i captain, 5 rank and file,, killed*. 

Legion cavalry, i ferjeant,. 2 rank and file, killed.; 6 rank and file- 
wounded. 

(Signed). R. ENGLAND,. 

Ading deputy adjutant generalL 


(N O T E . E.) 

Copy of a proclamation ijfued by General Gates at Pedee, thP 
4ib. of Augif 

By Horatio Gates, Bfq- major general and commander in chief of the army, 
of the United States in the fouthern department of America, ISc. &c. &c.. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

THE patriotic exertions of the virtuous citizens of the United' 
States having enabled me, under the proteadon of Divine Providence,. 
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to vmdicate the rights of America in this ftate, and by the approach Notes to the 

i- ,1 • , 1 ^ , Second 

or a numerous, weil-appomted, and formidable army, to compel our Chapter, 
late triumphant and infulting foes to retreat from their moll advan- 
tageous pofts with precipitation and difmay, I have judged it moft 
expedient, at this period of my progrefs, to give aflurances of for- 
givenefs and perfeft fecurity to fuch of the unfortunate citizens of 
this ftate as have been induced, by the horror of languinary punifli- 
ments, the menace of confifcation, and all the arbitrary meafures of 
military domination, apparently to acquiefce under the Britilh govern- 
ment, and to make a forced declaration of allegiance and fupport to a. 
tyranny, which the indignant fouls of citizens, refolved on freedom, 
inwardly revolted at, with horror and deteftation. 

And in order to afford an opportunity to real friends- of America, to 
teflify the affedlion. and attachment to the caufe of liberty, an invita- 
tion is held out to them to affert that rank among the free and inde- 
pendent citizens of America, in which their former exertions and 
zeal had- defervedly placed them, and to join heartily, when called 
upon, in refcuing themfelves and their country from an oppofition of 
a government impofed on them by the ruffian hand of Gonquefl:. Ne- 
vertheleft, I cannot at prefent refolve to extend thefe offers of pardon, 
and fecurity to fuch as in the hour of devaftation have exercifed ads - 
of barbarity and depredation on the perfons and property of their fel- 
low citizens ; nor to fuch,,. as being apprized of the fecurity afforded^ 
to them by the army under my command, ffiall be fo loft to a fenfe 
of honour, and the duty they owe to their country, as hereafter to> 
give -countenance and fupport to that enemy, who, but for the difaf- 
fedion of many of the apoftate, fons of America, had long ere this 
been driven from the continent. 
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The 
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Notes to the The inhabitants of this ftate may rely on the affurance that aa 
Chapter, army compofed of their brethren and fellow citizens cannot be brought 
among them with the hoftile vices of plunder and depredation. Such 
triumphs, under the colour of protedlion and fupport, are left to 
grace the Britifh arms alone ; but they may reft fatisfied, that the 
genuine motive which has given energy to the prefent exertions, is 
the hope of refcuing them from the iron rod of oppreffion, and refto- 
ring to them thofe bleftiugs of freedom and independence which it is 
the duty and intereft of the citizens of thefe United States, jointly and 
reciprocally, to fppport and confirm. 

Given at our head quarters, on the river Pedee, this fourth day of 
Auguft, ill the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and 
eighty, and in the fifth year of our independence. 

HORATIO GATES. 


i ii 


vtl^y the general’s command, 

Christ, Richmond, Sec. 


(NOTE L, ) 

• ^ 

• AFTER ORDERS. 

Camp, at Rugeley’s, 15th of Auguft, lySo. 
The fick, the extra artillery ftores, the heavy baggage, and fuck 
-quarter-mafter’s ftores as are not immediately wanted, to march this 
•evening under a guard to Wacfaws : To this order the general re- 
J quefts 
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querts the brigadier generals to fee that thofe under their command Notes to the 

„ ' T 1* 'Second 

pay the moft exad a«d icrupub Ghapter. 

Lieutenant-colonel Edmonds, with the remaining guns of the 
park, will take poft, and march with the Virginia brigade, under 
General Stevens 5 he will diredl, as any deficiency happens in the 
artillery affixed to the other brigades, to fupply it immediately ; his 
military ftaffs, and proportion of his officers, with forty of his men, 
are to attend him, and wait his orders. 

The troops will be ready to march precifely at ten o’clock, in the 
following order, viz. Colonel A rmand’s advance, cavalry commanded 
by Colonel Armand : Colonel Porterfield’s light infantry on the right 
flank of Colonel Armand, in Indian file, two hundred yards from the 
road; Major Armftrong’s light infantry in the fame order as Colonel 
Porterfield’s, on the left flank of the legion ; advanced guard of foot, 
compofed of the advanced pickets, firfl; brigade of Maryland, fecond 
brigade of Maryland, divifion of North Carolina, Virginia divifion ; 
rear-guard volunteers, cavalry on the right and left of the baggage 
equally divided. In this order the troops will proceed this night. In 
cafe of an attack by the enemy’s cavalry in front, the light infantry 
on each flank will inftantly march up, and give, and continue the 
moft galling fire upon the enemy’s horffi; this will enable Colonel^ 

Armand not only to fupport the enemy’s charge, but finally rout 
them ; The colonel will therefore confider the orders to fland the- 
attack of the enemy’s cavalry, be their numbers what they may, as 
pofitive ; General Stevens will immediately order one captain, two 
lieutenants, one enfign, three ferjeants, one drum, and fixty rank and 
file, to join Colonel Porterfield’s infantry. Thefe men are to be taken 

from- 
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CAMPAIGNS OP I' 7 Bo AND I781 IN THiS 
Notes to the from the moft experienced woodfmen, and men every way fittefl for 

Second . '' 

Chapter, the fer Vice. 

The general will likewife complete Armftrong’s light infantry to 
their original number ; thofe mull be immediately marched to the 
advanced poll of the army. The troops will preferve the profoundeft 
filence on the march ; and any foldier who offers to fire, without the 
command of his officer, muff be inffantly put to death. 

When the ground will admit of It, and the near approach of the 
enemy renders it neceffary, the army will, when ordered, march In 
'Columns ; the artillery at the head of their refpe(5live brigades, and the 
baggage in the rear. The guard of the heavy baggage will be com*- 
pofed of the remaining officers and folders of the artillery. One cap- 
tain, two fubalterns, four ferjeants, four drums, and fixty rank and 
file, and no perfon whatever is to prefume to fend any other foldier 
upon that fervice. 

All batmen, waiters, &c. who are foldlers taken from the line, 
are forthwith to join their relpeflive regiments, and a<ff with their 
mafters, while they are upon that duty* 

The tents of the whole army to be ftruck at Tattoch, 
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( N O T E M. ) NotestoAe 

^ Second 

: ' Chapter^' 

ExtraSi of a letter from General Gates to the P ref dent of Congrefs, dated 

PLlllforough^ Aug. 20, 1780. 

i. S I R, 

IN the deepeft dift refs and anxiety of mind, I am obliged to ac- 
quaint your excellency with the defeat of the troops under my com- 
mand. I arrived with the Maryland line, the artillery, and the North- 
Carolina militia, on the (a.) i^th inftant at Rugeley’s, thirteen miles 
from Camden; took poll there, and was .the next. (b.) day joined by 
General Stevens, with feven hundred militia from 'Virginia. Colonel 
Sumpter, who was at the Waefaws with four hundred South-, Carolina 
militia, had the Sunday before killed and taken near three hundred of 
the enemy, who were polled at Hanging rock. This, and other 
Urokes upon the enemy’s advanced polls, pccafionejd their calling in * 
all the outpolls to Camden. The r, 5th, at daylight, I reinforced 
Colonel Sumpter .'vyith three h.undred (d.) North-Carolina militiR, one 
'hundred .of the Maryland line, and two three-pounders from the artiX- 
‘ Jery, having p rev bully ordered him down to the Waefaws, and dire^led, 
as foon as the reinforcements joined him, that he.lhould proceed down 
the Wateree, oppofite Camden, Intercept any llores coming to the 
enemy, and particularly the troops from Ninety Six, who were .like- 
wife withdrawn from that poll. This was well executed by Colonel 
Sumpter, as his letter inclpfed will Jhew. 

Having communicated ray plan to the general officers in the 
afternoon of the 1 5th, it was refolved to march at ten at night, to 
,take poll in a very. advantageous fituation, with a deep creek in front, 

■U fevea 
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5=4$;. or lyZo jind 1781 in the : 

Notes to *e feven miles from Gamden the heavy baggage, &e. being ordered to 
Sptsr. march immediately by the Wacfaw road. At ten the army began to 
march in the following order : Colonel Armand’s legion in front, 
fupported on both flanks by Colonel Porterfield’s regiment, and the 
light infantry of the militia ? the advanced guard of infantry, the 
Maryland line, with their artillery, in front of the brigades, the 
Morth-Garolina militia^ the Virginia militia, the artillery, &c. and the 
rear guardi Having marched about five miles, the legion was charged 
by the enemy’s cavalry, and' well fupported on the flanks, as they 
were ordered,: by Golonel Porterfield, who beat back the enemy’s 
horfe, and was himfelf unfortunately wounded ; but the enemy’s in- 
fantry advancing with a heavy fire, the troops in front gave way to 
the firft Maryland brigade, and a confufion enfued, which took fome 
time to regulate. At length the army was ranged in line of battle, 
in the following order: General Gift’s brigade (c.) upon the right, 
with his right clofe to a fwamp, the North-Carolina militia in the 
center, and the Virginia, militia^ with the light infantry and Porter- 
field’s corps, on the left;, the artillery divided to the brigades ; and the 
firft Maryland brigade as a corps de referve, and to cover the cannon 
in the road, at a proper diftance in the rear. Golonel Armand’s corps 
were ordered to the left,, to fupport the left flank, and oppofe the 
enemy’s cavalry. At daylight the enemy attacked and drove in our 
light party in-front, when I' ordered the left to advance and attack the 
enemy; but to my aftonifliment, the left wing and North-Carolina 
militia gave way. General Gafwall and my felf, aflifted by a number 
of ofiScers, did all in our power to rally the broken troops, but to no* 
purpofe,. for the enemy coming round the left flank of the Maryland- 
divifion, completed, the rout of the whole militia, who left the conti- 
nentals to oppofe the enemy’s whole force. I endeavoured, with Ge- 
•neral. Gafwall, -to rally the mHitia at fome diftance, on an advantageous 
S-- piece 
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piece of ground, but the enemy’s cavalry continuing to harafs their'Notes to fc 

Second" 

rear, they ran like a torrent, and bore all before them# Hoping yet, Cba|>ter. 

that a few miles in the rear they might recover from their panic, and 
again be brought into order, I continued my endeavour, but this like- 
wife proved in vain. 

■ i ■ 

I ■■ 

The militia having taken the woods in all diredions, I concluded, 
with General Calwall, to retire towards Charlotte. I got here late in 
the night ; but refleding there was no profped of colleding a force at 
that place adequate to the defence of the country, Iproceeded with 
all poffible difpatch hither, to endeavour to fail upon fome plan of 
defence, in conjundion with the legiflative body of the date. I fhall 
immediately difpatch a flag to Lord Cornwallis, to know the fituation 
of our wounded, and the number and condition of the prifonera in his 
hands. 



(N O T E N.) 

Copy of a letter from Colonel Sumpter to General Gates^ dated Waieree ferry, 

Auguf i ph, 

Dear General, * 

I HAVE juft time to inform you, that early this morning I took 
pofffffion of all the paffways over the Watcree river, from Elkins’ 
ford to Mr. Whkear’s ferry, live miles below Camden. The enemy 
had guards at many different places upon the river, all of which were 
evacuated laft night or this morning, and the guards ordered into 
Camden, except thofe at Wateree ferry, which was continued on 
both Aides of the r-iver^ of which the guard upon the weft fide was 

LT 2 furprifed 



Npfes to Ae' furpdfe by a party of ray men, who killed feven, and took abous 

, Seco-nd ; , , , ' < • 1 r^ 1 ^ r^ 

ehaptsf. thirty p’rifoners, among which was Colonel Cary, the commander, 
together with thirty-eight waggons, loaded with corn,, rum,, &c. 
aifo a number of horfes: The boats are all upon the oppofite fide of 
the river }‘ the ground upon this fide is very bad ; the enemy keep up 
a confiant fire, but I have received no damage yet. I intend to keep 
poflefiion if I can, until I am honoured with your excellency’s farther 
commands I fhould not have been; fo. precipitate in my tnovements, 

, but forefaw the exceffive difadvantage that would refult from theie 

m ' ' ' 

having the communication open, whereby they were conllaiitly re-? 
eeiving, both men and provifions.. 


The number of troops, regulars l.mean, . do not exceed twa thou-i 
fapd, and not as many as- one. thoufand of the militia, , who are gene-? 
rally fickly,, and much difpirited. There is a reinforcement faid. to 
be on the road from town, which , will arrive, in two days, the numT- 
ber about five hundredo- 


ASi foon as poflible, will give you an accoant of what is paffingi 


Tam, dear general^ 

With the greatefi: relpeftV 

Your«excell&ncy’s moft obedient^ 
Humble fervant, 

TBOM.AS SUMPTER 


His Excellency Gmejal Gatesi 


P. Sv I HAVE the- pleafure to inform'- your excellency, . that I have 
this inftant made about feventy prifoners, all Britifli, fix waggons, 
baggage, &cc, juft from Ninety Six;, many of the prifoners are ficfc. 

(NOTE 



149 


FROiVINCES 


OF NORTH AMERICA. 


(NOTE O.) 


Notes to Ae 
Second 
■Chapter. 


ExiraB of a letter from Governor 'Hajh to the Delegates of North Carolina, 
dated milfoorough, ^ug. 2^, 


SINGE our late defeat near Camden, I delayed writing tiir I 
could give you fome certain account of that unhappy affair. The 
militia, except one North'Carolina regiment, commanded on the oc- 
cafion by Colonel Dixon, of the regulars, gave way on the firft firej, 
and fled with the utmofl: precipitation. The regulars and the regi- 
ment juft mentioned, bravely ftood, and pufhed bayonets to the laft. 
By the defertion of the militia, the enemy were able to turn the left 
of the ftanding troops, and to bend their whole force againft them. 
The conflid was obftinate and bloody, and lafted for fifteen minutes. 
After our brave troops had retreated from the ground, they were 
fiercely charged by a party of Britifh horfe, whom they repulfedi, and, 
to their immortal honour, made good their retreat. General Cafwall 
has fent in a flag, and a furgeon to attend the wounded.,. As. yet we 
have no particular account of the fate of. the miffing, except a few 
principal officers ; among thefe is the Baron de Kalbe, laid, to be mor- 
tally wounded. Generals Gift, Smallwood,. Stevens, Rutherford, But- 
ler, and Gregory, are fafe ; fo is Colonel Gunby, vvhb was faid to be 
killed. To add to our misfortunes. Colonel Sumpter,- who the day 
before the aftion had captured a p?irty . of., the Britifti, with forty wag- 
gons, was the- day- after the adtion overtaken and furprifed near Hang- 
ing rock, by a party , of' the Britiffi horfe. They came on him fo 
unprepared, as to oblige him and his men (a.) to fly to the woods, 

leaving their prifoners, waggons., and even their arms behind them. 

** 

« li General.. 


■ \ AND tySl IN< THE 

Notes to the General Stevens writes to General Gates, that he has colle£l:ed between 
Chapter, jfeven and eight hundred of Virginia militia and ftate troops. General 
Cafwall made a Hand at Charlotte, near the boundary line, and called 
in upwards of one thoufand frefh men. Thefe he added to Colonel 
Sumpter’s party of about feven hundred, and gave him the command 
of the whole, whilft he came here. I have ordered out three regi- 
ments from this diftridt, and mean to put them under the command 
of General Sumner, and the officers of the three regular regiments of 
this ftate, fo that I hope in a few days we IhaU be able to affume a 
tolerable good countenance. 


( N O T E P. ) 

■E.xtraSi of a letter from Generd Gates tQ tbe Trefdent ^f 'Congrefs^ dated 

miljboroughy dug, 1780, 

SIR, 

I HAVE the honour to endlofe to your excellency, for the pemfal 
•of Congrefs, my letter of this date to General Wafliington. 


'ExtraSi from the enclofed letter to '.General Wajhington^ dated Hillfbor ought 

dug. 30, 1780, 


SINCE my public letter to Gongrefs, I have been able to colled 
authentic returns of the killed, wounded, and miffing of the officers 
of the American line, Delaware raiment, artillerifts, and thofe of the 

legion 
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legion under Colonel Armand. They are enclofed. The mllkia Notes to the 
broke fo early in the day, and fcattered in fo many diredlions upon Chapter, 
their retreat, that very few have fallen into the hands of the enemy. 

By the firmnefs and bravery of the continental troops, the vidlory is 
far from being bloodlefs on the part of the foe ; they have upwards of 
five hundred men, with officers in proportion, killed and wounded. - 
Lord Cornwallis remained with his army at Camden, when I received ; 
the iafl accounts from thence. Two days after the aftion of the i6th, , 
fortune feemcd determined to continue to diftrefs us ; for Colonel: 
Sumpter, having marched near forty miles up the river Wateree,- 
halted with the waggons and prifoners on the 15th. By fome indifr 
eretion, the men were furprifed, cut off from their arms, (a.) the ' 
whole routed, and the waggons and prifoners retaken. Colonel Sump- 
ter, fince his furprife and defeat up the. weft fide of the Wateree, has 
reinftated and increafed his corps to upwards of one thoufand mem 
1 have direded him to continue to harafs the enemy upon that fide ; 

Lord Cornwallis will, therefore, .be cautious how he makes any con- 
fiderable movement to the eaftward,. while, this corps-rem^ns in force 
upon his left flanks and the main army is in a manner cantoned in his 
front. Anxious for the public good, I (hall continued my unwearied 
eirdeavours to ftop the progrefs of the enemy, to reinftate our affairs, . 
to. recommence an offenfive war, and . recover our lofies ia.thefe. fou»* 
them ffates. 

Taji of 'the continental officers killed, capiimted, wounded, and miffing^ in^ 
theaSiionsofthei6thandi%th.of,AuguJl,i^%o^ 

KILLED. The honourable Major-general the Baroa de ■ Kalbe ; . 

Captain Williams, 6th Maryland regiment; Captain Duvall,: 2d ditto; 

Lieutenants 
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Lieutenant Donovan, 6th^ aitto ; Lieutenant and Adjutant Coleman, 
artillery. 

Wounded. •'Gaptain Somerwell, 6th Maryland regiment ; Gibfon, 
5th ditto ; ' Roun, Virginia-ftate artillery ; Lieutenant Duvall, 3d Ma- 
ry land' regiment; Sears, ditto; Enfign Fickle, yth. 

'Trisonees. Lieutenant-colonel Woolford, 5th Maryland regiment, 
wounded ; Lieutenant-colonel Vaughan, Delaware ; Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Porterfield, Virginia Rate, wounded; Lieutenant-colonel Du Bu- 
fon, A. D. C. Gerald Kalbe, ditto. Majors, Winder, ift Maryland 
regiment ; Pen ton, Delaware regiment ; Pinkney, A. D. C. General 
Gates, wounded. CapSi^ius, Brice, 3d Maryland regiment; Hoops, 
5th ditto; Lynch, 5th;. Hamilton, 5th ; Hardman, 2d, wounded; 
Smith, 3d, ditto ; Dorfet, artillery, ditto. Lieutenant Brune, legion, 
ditto; Rhoads, Delaware regiment; Lamout, ditto ; Captain-lieute- 
nant Waters, artillery ; Lieutenant Shoemaker, 4th Maryland regi- 
ment, wounded ; Hanfon, 4th ditto, ditto ; Norris, 6th ditto, ditto ; 
Wallace, artillery, foot legion ; Moreley, artillery ; Doll, Delaware 
regiment'; Skillington, ditto'; Lieutenant and Adjutant Penvie, ditto. 
Enfigns, Burgis, 4th Maryland regiment ; Roach, Delaware regiment. 
Volunteers, Nelfon, ■ 6th Maryland regiment, wounded; Rutledge, 
4th ditto. 

’Missing. Captains, Morris, 7th Maryland regiment, wounded ; 
GafiTay, 2d ditto. Lieutenant GafiTaway, 2d ditto ; Captain Meredith, 
-artillery ; Captain-lieutenant Blair, ditto. 
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SIR, 

THE above is the moil accurate return at prefent. Thofe who Notes to the 

Second 

have received flight contufioiis, which do not hinder their doing their Chapter, 

dutj, are not included. ■ 

Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 

O. H. W I L L I A M S> 

. Deputy adjutant general. 

Hillftiorongh, Auguft 29, 1780. 

N. B. Seven hundred non'-commiffioned officers and foldiers of; the 
Maryland divifion have rejoined the array. An exad return thereof, 
fhall be fent by the next conveyance. 

HORATIO GATES* 

Publifhed by order of Congrefs. 

Charles Thompson, Sec. 
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CHAPTER III. 

State of the royal army. — State of South Carolina. — The King's troop's 
move forwards, — and halt at Charlotte town. — Lieutenant-colonel 
Browne attacked by Colonel Clarke, — and relieved by Lieutenant-colonel 
Cruger. — Fergufon defeated. — 'T’heBritiJb army falls bach — Pajfes the 
Broad river, — and takes pof at JVynneJhorough. — Marion overruns the 
lower diftrlBs. — IneffeSiual attempt upon Sumpter. Sumpter moves to- 
wards Ninety Six. — Abiion at Blackfochs. — State of the American 
army, — Major-general Greene takes the command. — Preparations for a 
fecond invaf on of North Carolina. — Major-general Lefie arrives at- 
Charles town with a reinforcement.. 

Ji H E immediate advance of the King’s troops into North Carolina Chap. III. 
would undoubtedly, at this critical period,, have been productive of va- 
rious and important advantages^ The appearance of the royal forces-, 
after fuch brilliant fuccefs, would have animated their friends, difcou* 
raged their enemies, and continued the confufion and difperfion of the 
American army. But however ufeful and beneficial fuch an expedition 
might have proved, many material requifites and necelfary arrange- 
ments were not in convenient Rate or fufficient forvvardnefs to warrant 
the undertaking. The number of fick in the hofpital, the late addi- State of the 
tion of the wounded, the want of troops, and the deficiency of Rores 
upon the frontier, operated with the prefent heat of the climate, and 
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Ghaf. III. the fcarcity of provifions in North Carolina. The convoys with fup- 
plies were again preiisd forward, and a reinforcernent of men was 01 
dered from Charles town. In the mean time, direaions (A.) were 
difpatched to the well afFeded, to lofe no time in affembling for the 
purpoles of flopping the fugitives, and fecuiing tne continental flores, 
to the fouthward of the Roanoke. Afliirances of an early movement 
of the royal army accompanied thefe inflrudions: And, in order to 
keep alive the Britifh intereft in North Carolina, Major Fergufon s 
corps of rangers, and about one thoufand. loyal militia, were advanced 
to the weftern borders, to hold communication with the inhabitants of 
Tryon county till the King’s troops under Earl Cornwallis were in 
condition to advance. 


1 


‘ Stateof So util 
vCaroiina^ 


Notwithstanding the commotions had been violent, and aimoft 
general, in South Carolina, it was imagined and hoped that thefe in- 
ternal troubles would fubfide, when the inhabitants gained infoi mation 
,of the late diftinguiflied fuperiority which had attended His Majefty s 
.arms.: But accident now difcovered how much the enemies exceeded 
The King’s friends in artifice. Perfidy and revolt had not been con- 
fined to the lower order of fociety. Some papers taken in the baggage 
of the American general officers, and other collateral intelligence, dif- 
■played the late opinions and condua of many of the principal inhabi- 
tants of Charles town,: Upwards of thirty (B.) of this defcription, 
fince they had received pardon and proteaion from the Britifh com- 
manders, had held treacherous correfpondence with the armed enemies 
of England, or had been indefatigably engaged in fecretly advancing 
,the intereft of Congrefs throughout South Carolina. An order was 
^immediately given to ifecure ;tlie perfons of thofe individuals who had 


.(A.) Note A. 


ifB.) Note B. 


.violated 
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violated their engagements. The accufed were committed to the pri- G hap. in. 
foil fhips, and from thence conveyed to confinement at Augtiftine. A 
diiferent fate awaited thofe delinquents who had fought againfi; the 
Britifii troops with paroles in their poflHfiou. A number of thefe 
i offenders were led forth from the pro voft, and, upon a full conviction 

of their guilt, were publicly executed. 

A SUBSEQIIENT event manifefted in ftrong colours the duplicity of 
the inhabitants of the province, and the neceffity of occafionally exer- 
I cifing exemplary punifhment on the mod: guilty. In the diftrifts 

* through which the prifoners were to pafs, on their journey to Charles 

town, the inhabitants had almoft univerfaliy given their paroles, or 
*► taken out certificates as good citizens. This refleClion, and the heat 

I of the weather, caufed the King’s officers to fend fmall guards only of 

infantry from Camden to efcort detachments of continentals and mi- 
litia, taken in the late adions : The firftand the fecond convoy pafled 
in fecurity ; but the third was waylaid by the inhabitants of the couii- 
* try, under the direction of one Horry; the Britifli were made pii- 

foners, and the Americans releafed from captivity. 

* ’ ' 

Earl Cornwallis had leifure, before the army was ready to move, 
to adjuft fome civil arrangements, which -were wanted in Charles 
town, and to digeft judicious regulations for the future government of 
the (C.) commiflioners vefted with powers to feize the eftates of the 
violent enemies of Great Britain. Confifcation was a proper punifli- 
j ment for the avowed partizans of Congrcfs, and for revolters ; but ma- 

j terial benefit could not be derived from it, except order and occonomy 

.directed the application. About this time Brigadier-general Patterfon 


(C.) Note G. 
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Was 
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Chap. III. was advifed by the phyficlans to leave Carolina on account of his bad 
health ; and, upon his departure, Lieutenant- colonel Balfour was ap- 
pointed commandant of Charlestown. 


I 

I 


11 


Before the middle of September, part of the {lores being arrived, 
with a reinforcement from Charles town, confifting of the 7th regi- 
ment, and fome recruits for the provincials, the intended movement 
into North Carolina was immediately undertaken. No great altera- 
tion was made upon the frontiers; Lieutenant-colonel Brown being 
left at Augufta, Lieutenant-colonel Cruger at Ninety Six, and Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Turnbull at Camden ; except, that fome directions were 
given for the conftruClion of redoubts, to defend the magazine, and 
to protedl the communications with Charles town. Earl Cornwallis, 
The King’s with the principal column of the army, compofed of the 7th, 23d, 
33^’ and regiments of infantry, the volunteers of Ireland, Ha- 
milton’s corps, Bryan’s refugees, four pieces of cannon, about fifty 
waggons, and a detachment of cavalry, marched by Hanging rock, 
towards the Catawba fettlement ; whihl the body of the Britiih dra- 
goons, and the light and legion infantry, with a three pounder, crofled 
the Wateree, and moved up the eafl fide of the river, under Lieu. ' 
tenant-colonel Tarleton. The fcarcity of forkge in the diflnCl of the 
Wacfaws was the principal reafon for this temporary feparatiom 
Flour, cattle, and forage were collected with difficulty by the main 
army, to fupply the men and horfes upon the march, the depreda. 
tions of both parties having made a defert of the country. 


On the 2 2d, Earl Cornwallis direCled the Britifh legion and light 
infantry to crofs the Catawba at Blair’s ford, in order to form the ad- 
vanced guard, for the immediate (D.) pofleffion of Charlottetown. 


(D.) Note D. 


The 
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Tliejun£tion of the light troops had been prevented for a few days, Chap. III. 
by a violent fever which had attacked Lieutenent-colonel Tarleton, 
and which yet difabled him from (a.) holding his fituation when his 
regiment moved forwards. Several convalefcent men of the army 
having relapfed, the 71ft, (a.) under M‘Arthur, was left near Blair’s 
mill, to afford protedlion to the fick, to cover the mills in the neigh- 
bourhood, and to hold communication with Camden, till the arrival 
of the additional fupplies. Earl Cornwallis moved forwards as foon as 
the legion under Major Hanger joined him. A party of militia fired at 
the advanced dragoons and light infantry as they entered the town, 
and a more confiderable body appeared drd?wn up near the court houfe. 

The condufl: of the Americans created fufpicion in the Britifli : An 
ambufcade was apprehended by the light troops, who moved forwards 
for fome time with great circumfpeftion : A charge of cavalry, under 
Major Hanger, diffipated this ill-grounded jealoufy, and totally dif- 
perfed the militia. The purfuit lafted fome time, and about thirty 
of the enemy were killed and taken. The King’s troops did not come 
out of this Ikirmifii unhurt: Major Hanger and Captains Campbell 
and M‘Donald were wounded, and twelve non- commiffioned officers 
and men were killed and wounded. 


Charlotte town afforded fome conveniencies, blended with great 
diladvantages. The mills in its neighbourhood were fuppoled of fuf- 
ficient confequence to render it for the prefent an eligible pofition, And halt at 
and, in iuture, a neceffary poll:, when the army advanced : But the^wn!"*** 
aptnefs of its intermediate fituation between Camden and Salilbury,: 
end the quantity of its mills, did not counterbalance its defeas. The 
town and environs abounded with inveterate enemies ; the planta- 


(a.) In note E. 


(a.) In note D. 


tions 
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€hap. iii. tions in rie neigbourhood were fmall and uncultivated ; the roads 
narrow, and crofled in every diredtion ; and the whole face of the 
country covered with dole and thick woods. In addition to thefe 
difadvantages, no eftimation could be made of the fentiments of half 
the inhabitants of North Carolina, whilft the royal army remained at 
Charlotte town. It was evident, and it had been frequently men" 
tioned to the King’'s ofEcers, that the counties of Mecklenburg and 
Rohan were more hoffile to England than any others in America. 
The vigilance and animohty of thefe furrounding diftrids checked 
the exertions of the well afieded, and totally deftroyed all communi- 
cation between the King’s troops and the loyalifts in the other parts 
of the province. No Britilk commander could obtain any information 
in that pofition, which would facilitate Iris defigns, or guide his future 
condud. Every report concerning the meafures of the governor and 
aflembly would undoubtedly be ambiguous; accounts of the prepa* 
rations of the militia could only be vague and uncertain ; and all in- 
telligence of the real force and movements of the continentals mull be 
totally unattainable.. 

The foraging parties were every day haralled by the inhabitants, 
who did not remain at home, to receive payment for the produce of 
their plantations, but generally fired from covert places, to annoy the 
Britiih detachments. Ineffeduat attempts were made upon convoys 
coming from Camden,, and the intermediate poft at Blair’s mill ; but 
individuals with exprefles were frequently murdered. An attack was 
direded agalnfi: the picket at Polk’s mill, two miles from the town : 
The Americans were gallantly received by Lieutenant Guyon, of the 
23d regiment and the fire of bis party from a loop-holed building 
adjoining the mill, repulfed the affailants. Notwithftanding the dif- 
ferent checks ?i.nd Ioffes fuftained by the militia of the diftrid, they 

continued 
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■jeontinued their hoftilities with tinwearied perfeverauce; ^nd the Brltifh CsAr. in,, 
troopr wet?e fo efFedially b!acl:aded la their >prefent pofition, that 
very few, out of a great number of mefleagers, could reach -Charlotte 
town ia the beginning of Odlober, -to give intelligence of Fergfufon’s 
Situation. 

Ir is here iieceflary to take are trofpe£live view of the weftern frontier 
of Georgia and South Carolina, (i.) A Colonel Clarke had aflembled'tieuteMnt. 

cobml 

a corps of back woodfmen abomt the begiiming of September, with B>^‘i at- 
which he marched to attack the Britrfh poft at Augufta ; Upon the 
approach of the Americans, lieutenantncobBel Brown thought it ne* 
ceflary to call fonae friendly Indian-s, about three miles diliant, to his 
affiftance. As foon as he had joined two hundred Cherokees to his 
corps of provincials, which confitted of one hundred and fifty, he was 
informed of the near advance of the enemy. The town of Augufta 
did not afford an eligible pofition 3 the Britifh commander, therefore, 
diredled his courfe towards Garden hili, a plantation on the Savannah. , 
road. When the provincials and Indians arrived in fight of Mackay’s 
houfe, it was dlfcovered that the Americans were already in pofieflion 
of Garden hill. Lieutenant-colonel Brown ordered his cannon to fire 
upon the enemy, and gave diredbion to his troops to charge and dif- 
lodge them. Notwithflanding the lofs of a three pounder, the attack 
was attended with fuccefs, and the bttiMings on the hill, after a con- 
fli£l of twenty minutes, were poffcfled by the aflailants. Greatipart 
of the Indians behaved with order and bravery. 

Immediate inftruftions were given to the Britifh, to loophole the 
buildings, and to remain upon the defenfive. Colonel Clarke rallied 
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Chap. III. his men, and received a reinforcement before evening, when he de*- 
tached a party of riflemen to fire upon the provincials and Indianso. 
Nothing of confequence happening before daybreak, Lieutenant-colonel 
Brown directed his people to throw up fome intrenchments round the 

buildings. They had not proceeded far with this work, when ano- 
ther detachment of fifty Cherokees came into the pofl;, and reported, 
that the Americans were approaching^ Soon after, Colonel Clarke 
fired upon the buildings with cannon : The attack w'ith artillery and 
fmall arms was continued with little intermiffion. After two days, 
dole fiege, the American fent a fumraons to the Britilh commanding 
officer, to furrender Garden hill : Lieutenant-colonel Brown anfwered, 
that he would defend the place to the lafl: extremity. Not fatisfied 
with this correfpondence, Clarke • infolently required a compliance 
with his demand, accompanied with menaces of cruelty in cafe of 
refufal : He received for reply, that the Briti£h wouldcommencehof- 
tilities on the return of the flag. The befiegers began a very heavy, 
fire from their artillery and fmall arms, in which the lofs of the gar- 
rifon was inconfiderable : They renewed it at intervals during the. 
night. At daybreak it was repeated and returned ; when a fog clear- 
ing away, the Britifk difcovered that the Americans were retreating.. 

The motive for the preffing fummons and fubfequent retreat, was 
foon apparent. Lieutenant-colonel Cruger, who commanded at Ninety, 
Six, had made exertions to relieve Lieutenant-colonel Brown from his^ 
embarraffed fituation. ' Upon the firft news of the advance of Clarke, 
againft Augufta, he colledled a number of friendly militia, and after 
adding them to the force which he could with propriety draw from 
And relieved his ganifou, he marched towards the Savannah river. - In confequence; 
aL^-^Tonei his approach, the Americans began to retreat. On the 19th, 
*-'ruger. ^ mcffage over the river to Brown, requefiing his advice 

concerning 
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concerning co-operation. The plan being fpeedily adjufted, a fire Chap. ill. 
was commenced from Garden hill, to cover the paffage of the rein- 
forcementacrofstheriver,andthroughahollowway:Beforethead' 
vanced guard reached the garrifon, Clarke’s corps had abandoned their 
camp with evident marks of confufion. The Britifti purfued the rear 
I (b.) of the Americans, made fome prifoners, and retook the cannon 

they had loft in the firft aiElion, 

: In this refolute defence. Lieutenant-colonel Brown had other diffi- 

culties to ftruggle with, befides the fuperiority of the enemy. The 
, diftance of the wells from the’ buildings I’endered the pofition ex- 

I tremely inconvenient and difadvantageous, as it was impoffible to 

' procure fupplies of w’ater for the garrifon towards the end of the 

I fiege. On the part of the Britifih, Lieutenant-colonel Brown Was 

I wounded ; Captain Johnfon, a very promifing officer of the fame 

corps, was killed ; The lofSj Otherwife, was not confiderable, and fell 
principally upon the Indians’. The American force which formed the 
attack confifted of feven hundred men, and their killed and wounded 
amounted to near a fixth of their number. 


Although this expedition was baffled, the cloud which hung over 
was not difperfed. Many parties from the back fettlements had taken 
the field, to reinforce Clarke, and overwhelhii fome poff or detach- 
ment on the frontier. The diftance of the country from whence the 
mountaineers marched, -together with the rapidity of their movements 
on horfeback, equally prevented intelllgenee of their approach, or pre- 
paration for their reception. The failure of Colonel Clarke before 
Augufta infpired Lieutenant-colonel Cruger with an idea of cutting 


(b.) In note E. 
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CUAP. Illi off his retreat- to the meu-ntalns ; He gave nOtiee of his defign to 
Major Fergufon, then employed upon- the ffontier, who williiigly con- 
curred in the proje^i Cruger,. after gaining, fotne advairtage, found 
the purfuit would carry him too far from Ninety Six, to which place 
hejudicioufly returned* Fergufon unfortunately adhered to the plan 
of ffriking at Glarke, and thought the dire(9:ion which he had taken 
towards Gilbert town perfedly confonant to* his purpofe. Fhe objed 
Glarfce aimed at, was to form a communication with many detach- 
ments of his- friends' who were approaching ; or,- if the fuperiority, or 
advanced fituation of Fergufon prevented that mtention, to join Golo-- 
nel Sumpter on' the borders of South Garolina. Near the end of Sep- 
tember, Major Fergufon had intelligence of Clarke’s having joined- 
Sumpter, and- thafa fwarm of hadkwoodfmen, by an unexpeded and 
rapid approach to Gilbert town, now threatened his deftrudion* He 
difpatched information to Earl CornwaHls of the fuperior numbers to 
which he oppofed, and diredly commenced his maroh. to the Gatawba* 
(c;) Notwithftanding the prudent plan of verging towards the royal' 
army, and advertifing the Britifli general of his lituation, owing to 
fome interruption of communication, or the diffance of his friends, a 
detachment did not march ki time from Charlotte town to yield him 
affiftance. 

Colonels Campbell, (F.jCieveland, Selby, Seveer, Williams, Bran- 
don, and Lacy, being informed ai Gilbert town, of the retreat of Fergu- 
fon by the Cherokee road, towards King’s mountain, feleded fixteeii 
hundred chofen men on horfeback,, for a vigorous purfuit. The rapid 
Fergufonde- march of this corps fooH' rendered an adlon inevitable. Major Fergufon 
feaud. heard of the enemy’s approach at King’s mountain t He occupied the 


(c.) In note E. 
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moft favourable pofidon he could find, and waited the attack. The Crap. Ill, 
a£tion commenced at four o’clock In the afternoon, on the 7th of 
Oftober, and was difputed with great bravery near an hour, when 
the death of the gallant Fergufon threw his whole corps into total 
Gonfulion. No effort was made after this event to refili the enemy’s ■ 
barbarity, or revenge the fall of their leader. By American accounts, 
one hundred and fifty officers and men of the provincials and loyal 
miliatia were killed, one hundred and fifty were w'ounded, and eight 
hundred were made prifoners. The mountaineers, it is reported, ufed 
every infult and indignity, after the aftion, towards the dead body of 
Major Fergufon, and exercifed horrid cruelties on the prifoners that 
fell into their poffeffion. 

In the beginning of Oftober it was intended to fend a corps from 
Charlotte town, under the orders of Lieutenant-colonel Webfler, to 
attack a party of Americans, commanded by General Sumner, at 
Alexander’s mill, on a branch of Rocky river ; but the defign was laid 
afide, on aceount of the news from the Weft ward. On the joth, 

Earl Cornwallis gave orders to Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, to march 
with the light infantry, the Britifh legion, and a three pounder, to 
affi ft Major Fergufon, no certain Intelligence having arrived of his 
defeat : It was rumoured with great confidence by the Americans in 
theneigbourhoodofCharlottetown,aiidtheprobabilityofthecir-. 
cumflance gave weight to the report. Tarleton’s inftrufllons diredled 
him to reinforce Fergufon wherever he could find him, and to draw 
his corps to the Catawba, if after the jun£lion, advantage could not be 
obtained over the mountaineers ; or, upon the certainty of his defeat, 
at all events to oppofe the entrance of the vi£torlous Americans into 
South Carolina : Accordingly, Tarleton marched to Smith’s ford, below 
the forks of -the Catawba, where he received certain information of 
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Chap. III. the melancholy fate of Major Fergnfon. This mortifying inteirigeiice 
was forward town, and the light troops croffed the river, 

to give protedlion to the fugitives, and to attend the operations of the 
enemy. 


The deftrudion of Fergufon and his corps marked the period and 
the extent of the iirft expedition into North Carolina. Added to the 
depreffion and Jfear it communicated to the loyalids upon the borders, 
and to the fouthward, the effeft of fuch an important event was fen- 
hbly felt by Earl Cornwallis at Charlotte town. The wei^knefs of 
his army, the extent and poverty of North Carolina, the want of 
knowdedge of his enemy’s defigns, and the total ruin of his militia, 
prefented a gloomy profped at the commencement of the campaign. 
A farther progrefs by the route which he had undertaken could not 
poffibly remove, but would undoubtedly encreafe his difficulties ; he 
therefore formed a fudden determination to quit CharlcJtte town, and 
pafs the Catawba river. The army was ordered to move, and expreffes 
were difpatched to recal Lieutenant-colonel Tarletoa. 



In the mean time the light troops, after croffing the Catawba, di- 
reded their courfe to the weftward ; on the route, they picked up a 
fmall number of fugitives, and gained intelligence that the hoft of 
mountaineers which had deftroyed Fergufon was returned to the north- 
ward, without following the vidory ; that Colonel Sumpter with his 
corps remained upon the frontier .; and that General Gates was expeded 
to advance, upon the news of the late fuccefs, with the continentals 
and militia to the Yadkin. The fituatlou of Colonel Sumpter’s de- 
tachment on Bullock’s creek attraded Tarleton’s attention, and he was 
adopting meafures to diflodge the Americans when the expreffes from 

royal 
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«Ee royal army prevented bis defign, by requiring his inftant return to CHAr. in. 
the Catawba. 

The King’s troops left Charlotte town on the evening of the i 4 th 5 ,TheBrit'ifli 
to mareh to tlie Catawba ford ; Owing to the badnefs of the road, the back, 
ignoranee of the guides, the dark nefs of the night, or feme other un- 
known caufe,- the Britifh rear guard deftroyed, or left behind, near 
twenty waggons^ loaded with fupplies for the army, a printing prefs, 
and other ftores- belonging to public departments, and the knapfacks 
of the light infantry and legion. Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton had di- 
redled his troops to leave their baggage with the army, when fent upon 
the late expedition. The order for the move being unexpedled at Char- 
lotte town, the property of the abfent was committed to the worfl 
waggons, and was unfortunately loft. As foon as the Britifli legion, 
and the light infantry, arrived at the Catawba ford, tbey wereordered- 
to crofs the river, which they accompliftied with fome difStcuIty, on 
account of a great fall of rain. The royal forces remained two days 
in an anxious.and miferable fituatlon in the Catawba fettlement, owing 
to a dangerous fever, which fuddenly attacked Earl Cornwallis, and to 
the want of forage and provifions : When the phyficians declared his 
lordlhip’s health would endure the motion of a waggon,. Colonel Lord 
Rawdon, the fecond in command, diredled the King’s troops to crofs 
Sugar creek, where fome fupplies might be obtained from the country: 

On this move, the Mecklenburg militia, fuppofing the cavalry ftill ab-^ 
fent, attempted to harafs the head of the column ; when their want 
of intelligence proved fatal to the mbft enterprillng of the party. A 

few days afterwards the army pafled the Catawba river, near Twelve- paffes the Ca« 
mile creek, without difficulty or oppofition. tai\baiivei,. 


a 
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It was now evident, beyond contradiction, that the Britifli general 
had not adopted the moft eligible plan for the invafion of North Caro- 
lina. The route by Charlotte town, through the moft hoftile quarter 
of the province, on many accounts, was not advifabie. Its diftance 
likewife from Fergufon allowed the enemy to direCt their attention and 
force againft that officer, which ultimately proved his deftruaion. A 
movement on the weft of the Catawba, towards Tryon county, would 
have been better calculated either to cover the frontier of South Caro- 
lina, or to proted detachments from the army. Another operation 
might alfo have been attempted, which, in all probability, would have 
had a beneficial effeCl. Confidering the force of the King’s troops at 
this period, a march to Crofs creek would have been the moft rational 
manoeuvre that could have been adopted ; where the inhabitants were 
acknowledged to be almoft utiiverfally loyal : Upon this move Fergu- 
fon would have been undoubtedly ordered to retire, and to remain upon 
the defenfive to the weftward.; and Earl Cornwallis would have had a 
favourable and convenient opportunity to . try the fidelity of the King’s 
friends, and to difcover whether the water communication between 
that place and Wilmington could be opened ; a point which ffiould ne- 
ceffarily have been afcertained before the royal.army proceeded to the 
interior parts of North Carolina, 



The plan for the wintef’siCampaign being abandoned, the next ob- 
je£t was to look out for a proper pofition (G.) to cover South Carolina: 
Immediate attention was given to procure intelligence of -the ftate of 
the country between the .Catawba and Broad rivers, and of the fitua- 
tious that would allow fafe and direfl; communication with Ninety Six 
and -Camden. ..Several movements were: made before a regular camp 

' Note G* 
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was eftabUflied : It was impoflible to rely upon the information of in- CtUF. Iir. 
liabitants ; for, in all defcriptions of country, they are influenced by 

fecret confiderations, which diredt them to confuit their own interefl; 

' , 

and convenience, Befides, it is not to be expedted that individuals, 
unacquainted with war, can point out the mod: eligible poll to be occu- 
pied by an army adding upon the defen five. The King’s troops moved 
through a plentiful country in the neighbourhood of Fifhing creek, 
whilft raeafures were employed to find out the mod: convenient pofition 
on the frontier. Before the end of Odtober, Earl Corinvallis fortu- 
nately recovered from his indifpofition, and about the fame period a 
proper encampment was difcovered. After minute inquiry and exami- 
nation, Wynnefl)orough prefented the mod numerous advantages : Its 
fpacious plantations yielded a tolerable pod ; its centrical fituation be- 
tween the Broad river and the Wateree affbi-ded protedlion to Ninety 
Six and Camden ; and its vicinity to the Dutch forks, and a rich coun- 
try in the rear, promifcd abundant fupplies of flour, forage, and cat- 
tle. As foon as the army arrived on this ground, the fick were con- 
veyed to the hofpital at Camden ; rum and other dores were required wynLfto- 
from that place, and communication was opened with Ninety Six. loin’s!'* 


During the move into North Carolina, the officers who commanded 
upon the frontier, and within the province of South Carolina, had 
been attentive to the fecurity of their refpedlive commands. Lieute- 
nant-colonel Turnbull, with the affidance of the inhabitants, and by 
I the labour of the provincials and the negroes, had commenced, and 
almod completed, fome redoubts at Camden, which would greatly re- 
medy the badnefs of the pofition. Works were likewife coadruded at 
Thompfon’s houfe, and at Nelfon’s fenj, to fecure the communica- 
tions with Charles town. Liewtenant-colonel Cruger had made ufe of 
the lame precautions at Ninety Six ; the defences at that place were in 

Z 


great 
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Chap. III. great forwardnefs, and the port was in a tenable ftate. The troops af 

fmce a late attempt of the Americans, had been em- 
ployed lathe fame manner, and they were affifted by an armed naval 
force. Great alterations were made in the fortifications of Charles 
town; the old works were nearly thrown down, and Major Mon- 
criefie demonftrated his knowledge and judgement in the projedled im- 
provements. 

Aa foon as the'news of the vidory near Camden arrived at New 
York, the commander in chief immediately embarked a refpedable 
corps, which he difpatched under the orders of Major-general (H.) 
Leflie into the Chefapeak, to make a diverfion in the lower part of 
Virginia, and, by paffing the Roanoke, to form a jundlion with the 
fouthern army. Thefe inftrudions were accompanied with an order 
from Sir Henry Clinton for General Leflie to obey the mandates of 
Earl Cornwallis, in cafe fuch a jundtion could not be made, or that 
fuch operations in Virginia did not tend to the public welfare. Letters 
were lifcewife fent to Earl Cornwallis, declaring the objedl of the ex- 
pedition up James’ river but leaving the profecution of that defign, 
and the future management of the troops under Leflie, to his lordlhip’s 
judgement and abfolute. diredlion. The diftance between Nanfemond 
in Virginia, and Wynnelborough in South Carolina, the pofitions of 
. General . Leflie and Earl Cornwallis in the beginning of November, 
did not promife a very early jundlion, or co-operation by land ; the 
latter, therefore, about this period, made ufe of the authority allowed 
him by the commander in chief, in defiring the Virginia army again to 
embark, and to proceed firfl: to Wilmington, and afterwards to Charles 



town. 
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The fuccefs of the Americans at King’s mountain, and the diftance c hap. III. 
of Earl Cornwallis’ army, prompted many of the difaffefled inhabi- . 
tants of South Carolina again to violate their paroles, and to unite un- 
der a leader in the eaflern part of the province. Mr. Marion, by his 
zeal and abilities, Ihewed hlmfelf capable of the truft coramitted to 
his charge. He collefted his adherents at the fliorteft irotice, in the Marion wer. 
neighbourhood of Black river, and, after making incurfions into thediMa*. 
friendly diftridls, or threatening the communications, to avoid purfuit, 
he dilhanded his followers. The alarms occalioned by thefe infurrec- 
tions frequently retarded fuppHes on their Way to the army ; and a late 
report of Marlon’s firength delayed the jundllon of the recruits, who 
had arrived from New York for the corps in the country. The 64th 
regiment of in fantry was ordered to Nelfon’s ferry from Charles town, 
and diredtions were given to Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton to pafs the 
WaCeree to awe the infurgents. Earl Cornwallis was imp refled with 
an idea that the Americans had a defign upon Camden : The report of 
the advance of General Morgan towards the head of Lynche’s creek, 

I with Colonel Walhington’s cavaky, and a body of continental infan- 
try, together with the exaggerated accounts of Marion’s force, gave 
plaufibility to the fuppofirion. The fituation and importance of the 
magazine caufed early jealouly and immediate attention. The light 
troops, however, on their arrival at Camden, found no reafon to ex- 
; pedl an attack from General Morgan, and Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton 
I thought the opportunity favourable to commence an expedition againfl:4th Novem- 

1 Marion. Wr. 

E^^^ Cornwallis approving (a.) the defign, the light troops (I.) 

' marched down the eaft bank of the Wateree. According to the re- 
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. Ill, ports of the country. General Marion’s numbers were hourly increa- 
fing, which induced Licutenant’Colonel Tarleton to move bis corps, 
for a Ihort time, in a very cpmpad body, left the Americans Ihould 
gain any advantage over patroles or detachments : But as foon as he 
found the account of numbers exaggerated, and that the enemy de- 
clined an engagement, he divided his corps into feveral fmall parties, 
publifliing intelligence that each was a patrole, and that the main body 
of the King’s troops had countermarched to Camden. Notwithftand- 
Ing the divilions fcattered throughout the country, to impofe upon the 
enemy. Lieutenant- colonel Tarleton took care that no detachment 
fticuld be out of the reach of afllftance; and that the whole formed, 
after dulk every evening, a folid and vigilant corps during the night. 
This ftratagem had not been employed more than three days before 
General Marion was on the point of falling a ficrlficc to it. He ad- 
vanced on the loth, before day, with five hundred militia, to attack 
Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, (who had notice of his approach) and ar- 
rived within two miles of his poft ; when a perfon of the name of 
Richardfon difeovered to him his mifconception of the Britilh force. 
Tarleton, unable to account for the flow advance of the Americans, 
difpatched an officer with a few men to find out the caufe, who foon 
obtained information how the projedt was betrayed, which had already 
caufed Marion to retreat with confnfion and rapidity. A purfuit was 
immediately commenced, and continued for feven hours through 
fwamps and defiles : Some prifoners fell into the pofleffion of the le- 
gion dragoons, who gained ground very faft, and muft foon have 
brought the enemy to addon, when an exprefs from Earl Cornwallis, 
who had followed the tracks of ihe march, recalled Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Tarleton. 
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The circumftance (K.) which occafioned this unexpedled order for Chap. ill. 
the light troops to return taThe weftvvard, was the failure of an enter- 
prife in that quarter, which made an opening for the advance of a for- 
midable corps of Americans into the diflrift of Ninety Six. Whillf 
the Britifh legion and the light infantry were employed in watching 
the fecurity of Camden, and afterwards engaged in the expedition ^ 
againft General Marion, Earl Cornwallis received intelligence of the 
approach of General Sumpter : (b.) In a few days the information be- 
came partkuKr, in refpedl to the number of the Americans, and their 
pofition : Thefe neceffary points being afcertained, the noble Earl 
communicated Ins defign of flriking at General Sumpter to Major 
I Wemyfs, of the 63d foot, whofe corps had joined iince the army had 
■ been encamped at Wynneiborough, and brought horfes enow, with 

the addition of a fmali fupply from the departments, to mount a con- 
fiderable part of the regiment ; This- body of mounted infantry, wkh 
anoificerandfortymen,whowereIeftatheadquartersfromthele-- 
gioncavalry,compofedftrengthfufficientfortheexpedItion,andthG- 
execution of it was, committed to Major Wemyfs.. 


On the 8th, being furnid-ied with guides, he left the army in the, 
evening, and moved towards Fifh dam, the camp of General Sumpter: 

The rapidity of the march, or the fliortnefs of the dhfance, brought 
him to the American poft fooner than he expeflred : A delay till day- ' 
break, wdrich was the time intended for the attack, he thought would ^ 
difcover his defign, and afford the enemy- an opportunity to decamp.- 
Afiuated by thefe confiderations,- he determined to attempt General ineffeauaiat- 
Sumpter’s detachment without lofs of time, and before any difcovery 
had been made by the patroles. . At one o’clock in the morning Major 


,(K.) Note K. 
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(b.) In note G. 


Wemyfs, 
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Chap. III. Wemyfs, at the head of his corps, charged the picket, ^ when, out of 
five fhots which vvere fired, two took place in the arm and knee of the 
Britifh commanding officer: This event rendered the furprifeufelefs-.; 
and General Sumpter owed, perhaps, his own and the fafety of his 
people to the perfcnal misfortune of Major Wemyfs. The fecond in 
command not being fully acquainted with the plan previous to the ac- 
cident of his fuperior officer, was at a lofs how to proceed ; which 
fiate of uncertainty gave Sumpter time to recover his people from eon* 
fufion, and to make a handfome retreat. The Britiih ha^ near twenty 
officers and men killed and wounded. The American commander puh- 
liffied exaggerated accounts of the affair, pafled the Broad river to join 
■Sumpter Colonels Glarke and Brannen, and, thus reinforced, threatened the 

'.■'■■moves'' to-'., 

wards Nmety diftfid of Ninety Six. 


Although the light troops had made a laborious march of twenty- 
four miles, through a very difficult country, they returned ten miles 
the fame evening the exprefs arrived from Earl Cornwallis. When 
they reached Singleton’s mills, on the 12th, they found that their late 
expedition, though not completed to their wifhes, had taken very 
defirable effedl. The militia flocked to Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, 
and affured him of their friendly difpofitions, which they durft not 
manifeft before Marion’s retreat : Theylikewife informed him, that 
the appearance of the Britiffi troops had checked a revolt, which 
would in a few days have become general, between the Pedee and 
Santee rivers, and inevitably have deftroyed the navigation which fup- 
plied the magazine. Tarleton encouraged the difpirited loyalifts, and, 
after adopting feme meafures by which the commanding officer at 
Camden would have early intelligence of any danger which threatened 
the communications, he purfued his march towards Wyunefborough. 
On paffing the Wateree, he received orders to lead the light troops to 

Brierley’s 
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Brierley’s (2.) ferry, on Broad river, where he would find the firft Chap. III.^ 
battalion of the 71ft, and a detachment of the 63d (a.) regiment. Be- 
fore he reached the ferry, he received inftruftions from Earl Corn-’ 
wallis to pafs the river, with the legion, the light infantry, and the 
63d, aiwi to endeavour to defeat or difperfe General Sumpter’s com- 
mand, which was approaching Ninety Six. Care was taken to con ' 
ccal the green uniform of the cavalry from the view of an enemy’s 
detachment, which occupied the oppofite bank. This precaution was ^ 
neceflary, in order to throw the Americans off their guard, and con-- 
tinue their belief of the abfence of the Britifh legion, vvhich Sump- • 
ter fuppofed fiill employed on an expedition againfi: Marion. The 
appearance of the 63d and in red clothing, tended to corroborate 
the enemy’s information, and lull them into fecurity ; which circutn- 
ftance had a reafonable chance of producing future advantages to the 
light troops, who had marched with fo much celerity from the eaf- 
tern part of the province, that no intelligence of their return had 
reached General Sumpter. Two pieces of cannon Were fired from 
Major McArthur’s quarters on the edge of the river, to difperfe the- 
American riflemen on the oppofite bank, while a detachment of Bri* 
tifh infantry took pofiTeffion of both Ihores. At dark, the cavalry, 
pafied at a ford fome diflan ce below the ferry, and at ten o’clock the 
lame night, the whole corps aflembled three miles beyond Brierley’s, ; 

On the evening of the 1 8th, Tarleton obtained informatidn, thatw 
General Sumpter, with upwards of one thoufand men, was moving , 
towards (a..) Williams’ houfe, a poll occupied by friendly militia, fif- ■ 
teen miles from Ninety Six. At daybreak next morning the light ; 
troops directed their courfe for Indian creek, marched all day with . 
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III. great diligence, and encamped at night, with fecrecj and precaution j 
near the Ennoree. Another day’s movement was intended up the 
hanks of that river, which, if completed without difcoveiy, would, 
perhaps, give an opportunity of deftroying General Sumpter’s corps 
by furprife; or certainly would prevent his accomplifliing a retreat 
without the rilk of an aftion. This encouraging hope was fruftrated 
in the evening by the defertion (b.) of a foldier of the 63d, and the 
American commander at twelve o’clock At night obtained intelligence 
of his danger. Tarletoii purfued his march at dawn, and before ten 
o’clock in the morning had information of the retreat ’ of General 
Sumpter ; He continued his route to a ford upon the Ennoree, where 
he expedted to gain farther intelligence, or perhaps meet the. Ame- 
ricans. oil his arrival near that pkce, he found that the advanced 
guard and main body of the enemy had pafled the river near two 
■ hours, and, that a detachment to cover the rear was waiting the re- 
turn of a patrole : The advanced guard of the Britith dragoons charged 
this body, and defeated them with confiderable flaughter. From pri- 
foners k was learned, that the fudden movement of the Americans 
was owing to the treaqhery of the deferter, by whofe information 
General Sumpter. ,,h#. fojtuaately efcaped an.unexpeded attack, and 
had* now the optica) to fight ot retire, 

m 

Though greatly fuperior in number, he did not wait the approach 
,of the Brithh, but by a rapid? foarch endeavoured to crofs the rivers 
in his rear ; beyond which, if preffed to extremity, he could difband 
his followers in the woods, and without great detriment aflemble 
them again at an. appointed quarter to, the. northward of the Pacolet. 
The march ahready made infantry^, he imagined mufo 


V ' ^ ^ 
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Toon render them unable to keep up with thf cavalry*; which circurn- Chap. III. 
ftance, he flattered himfelf, would impede the advance of Lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton, or, at the worft, produce only a partial engagement. 

Influenced by fuch reflexions, he continued an indefatigable march, 
which was followed without intermiffion by the Britifh. * Tarleton, 
unwilling to divide his corps, and rilk an aXion againfl: a great 
Tuperiority with his dragoons and the 63d, prcfled forward his. 
light and legion infantry, and three pounder, in a compaX body, till 
four o’clock in the afternoon ; at which time it became evident,' that 
the enemy would have an opportunity of palling unmolefted the Tyger 
river before dark, if he did not alter his difpofition r He therefore left 
his legion and light infantry, who had made meritorious exertions- 
during the whole day, to march on at their own pace, whilfl: he 
made a rapid purfuit with one hundred and feventy cavalry of the- 
legion, and eighty mounted men of the 63d. Before five o’clock the 
advanced guard charged a detachment of the Americans, who gave2otKNoTCm*< 
ground after fome lofs, .and retreated to the inain body. Sumpter ’ 
now difcovered, that he could not with fafety immediately attempt to 
pafs the Tyger, and that the ground which he poffelTed on its banks 

SI 

gave him a favourable opportunity to refill: the efforts of the cavalry. 

R!^egular information of his being prelied at this period by the mounted 
part of Tarleton’s corps had been communicated to him ; which, 
without fuch report, he might have ealcakted by the dillance and 
duration of the movement : A woman (c.) on horfeback had viewed 
the line of march from a wood, and, by a nearer road, had given iiiteL 
ligence that the Britifli were approaching without infantry or cannon.. 

Decided by thefe confiderations, the American commander; pre- 
pared for aXion, and made a judicious difjpofition of his force: He 

(fi.) In not* M.- 
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pofled the center of his troops In feme houfes and out-houfes, com- 
pofed of logs, and fituated on the middle of an eminence ; he ex- 
tended his right along fome rails, which were flanked by an inacceffi- 
ble mountain ; and he diftributed his left on a rugged piece of ground 
that was covered by a bend of the river ; a fmall branch of water ran 
in front of the whole riling ground, which was called Blackftock’s 
hill : The great road to the ford acrofs the river paffed th rough the 
center of the Americans, and clofe to the doors of houfes where the 
main body were ftationed. The whole pofition was vifible, owing to 
the elevation of the ground, and this formidable appearance made 
Tarletoa halt upon the oppofite height, where he intended to remain 
quiet till his infantry and three pounder arrived : To encourage the 
enemy to do the fame, he difmpunted the 63d to take poft, and part of 
the cavalry to, eafe their liorfes. Sumpter obferving this operation, 
ordered a body of four htindred Americans to advance, and attack the 
63d in front, whllft another party approached the dragoons in flank. 
A heavy fire and fliarp conflidl eiifued : The 63d charged with fixed 
bayonets, and drove the enemy back ; and a troop of cavalry, under 
Lieutenant Skinner, bravely repulfed the detachment which threatened 
the. flank. The ardour of the 63d carried them too far, andexpofed 
them to a confiderable fire from the buildings and the mountain. 
Though the undertaking appeared hazardous. Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton determined to charge the enemy’s center .with a column of 
dragoons, in order to cover the ,!63d, whofe fituation was now become 
dangerous. The. attack was condudled with great celerity, and was 
attended with immediate fuccefs. The cavalry .foon reached .the 
houfes, and broke the Americans, who from that inflant began to 
difperfe;, The. ^,634 immediately r.allkd,- and- darknefs put an end to 
the engagement. A purfuit Acmfs a river, with a few troops of 
iiCavalry, and a. fmall body of .infantry, was not advlfablein the night; 

’ 4 ,. ■ a pofition 
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a pofition was therefore taken, adjoining to the field of battle, to wait Chap. Ill, 
the arrival of the light and legion in'fantrj. 



An exprefs was fent to acquaint Earl Cornwallis with the fuccefs 
of his troops, and patroles were difpatched over the river at dawn, to 
difcover if any part of the enemy remained in a body : Intelligence 
was foon brought acrofs the Tyger, that the corps was entirely dif* 
perfed, except a party of one hundred, who remained in a compact 
ftate, in order to efcort General Sumpter, who was wounded in the 
aftion. This news, and fome rumours of approaching reinforcements, 
impelled Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton to follow the late advantage, by 
purfuing the fugitives ; which would prevent their rallying to affift 
their friends, if the report was true concerning their advance. Ac* 
cordingly, leaving a guard to proted the wounded, he again com- 
menced his march ; rhe men who had remained with their general 
fince his misfortune, upon hearing of the approach of the Britifii, 
placed him in a litter between two horfes, and difperfed through the 
woods. After a toilfome purfuit of , three days, in which a few firrag-' 
glers were fecured, intelligence was obtained that General Sumpten 
had been conduded acrofs the country by five faithful adherents, tilh 
he was removed out of danger. Tarleton upon receiving this news,, 
and having no farther information of an advancing enemy, retiree^ 
flowly to Blackftoek’s. . 

Three of rhe enemy’s (d.) colonels fell'in the adion, and'General’ 
Sumpter received a fevere wound in the: fliOulder. Upwards of one? 
hundred Americans were killed and wounded,, and fifty were made; 
prifoners.. On. the fide of the Britifh, LieutenantS'Gibfon and Cope,, 
of the 63d,. were killed; and Lieutenant Money, aid-de-camp to.- 
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Chaf. iH. Earl CornwaHis, who had commanded the detachment of mounted 
infantry, with great gallantry, was mortally wounded : Another 
officer of the d^d, and two fubalterns of the Brltifh legion, were 
likewife wounded. The former corps had alfo thirty, and the latter 
•fifteen, non-commiffioned officers and men, with thirty horfes, killed 
and wounded. 

General Sumpter tnade proper ufe of the good fortune which 
had manifefted itfelf in his favour previous to the aftion ; and if he 
had waited in his ftrong pofition at Blackdock’s till dark, without 
.advancing a corps to attack the 63d, and the cavalry, he might, have 
withdrawn, in all probability, without his adverfaries’ knowledge; 
hut, he would have been completely protedled in the operation, even 
if they had notice of his intention ; owing to the fuperiority of his 
numbers, and the advantages he derived from the fituation of the 
‘ ground, and the river ; which could not be approached, after dark, by 
the Britlfh, till the light and legion infantry arrived; previous to 
which event, the rear guard of the Americans might certainly have 
' • pafied the Tyger. The light troops made very great exertions, to 

bring General Sumpter to a^ion, and the hazard incurred by the 
cavalry, and 63d, was compenfated by the complete difperfion of 
the enemy. 

A LETTER, (L.) which had arrived at Blackftock’s, from Earl Corn- 
wallis, diredted Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, on his return from the 

W. 

purfuit,to remain fome time in that quarter of South Carolina ; in order 
to give proteflaon to Ninety Six, to oppofe a corps of mountaineers which 
was expeded, and to afibrd fecurky to the loyalifts, whilft they 
attempted to affemble and form a refpeflabie body, Mr. Cunningham, 
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a man of fpirit and conduct, who was appointed brigadier-general of Chaj.iil 
militia, adopted judicious meafures to encourage the well- affeQed in- 
habitants. At the end of the month, it was evident, that the report 
concerning the mountaineers was erroneous, and that there was no 
immediate danger to be apprehended on that border of the province, 

Thefe favourable circumftances induced Tarleton, after refrelhing his 
horfes with the forage, which this diftridt abundantly fupplied, to re- 
turn by flow marches, with his dragoons and infantry, who wanted many 
neceflaries and appointments, towards the neighbourhood of Broad 
river, whence he could have a more direct communication with the 
sn^a^ine on the frontier, and with Charles? town. 

About this time, the American force in North Carolina afliimed a 
tolerable appearance. General Gates had advanced from Hlllfborough 
in the middle of November, to reinforce the detachments on the 
Yadkin ; and on the 25th, he again moved forwards with the coh- state of the 
tinentals and militia, to Six-mile run, where he was foon joined by 
Colonels White, Wafhington, and Armand, with two hundred ca- 
valry, and two pieces of cannon. This pofijdon was not far diftant 
from the frontier of South Carolina, and was adopted m order to 
give Ipirit and vigour to the militia. The American commander pub- 
liflied reports, that he would advance to the Tuckafeege ford, to 
proted the detachments which invaded Ninety Six ; and that General 
Smallwood would remain with a powerful corps at Six-mile run, * 
which, in cafe of any movement of Lord Cornwallis acrofs Broad 
river, would incline towards the head of Black creek, to give jftrengtii 
and influence to Marion, who, in confequence of fuch afliftance, 
might be able to deftroy the communications between Camden and 
Charles town. 


In 
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Chap, in, In the beginning of December, General Morgan and Golonel Wafh"* 

I ington, with fome continental light infantry and cavalry, advanced 

through the Wacfaws to Hanging rock ; from which place they de- 
tached a threatening fummons to Colonel Rugeley, who commanded 
the militia of the Camden diftrid, and was polled with one hundred 
men at his own houfe, where fome defences had been ereded. Rugeley 
being intimidated hy the fummons, and the appearance of the Ame- 
ricans, who placed the reftnablance of a cannon oppofite his houfe, 
furrendered to the light dragoons, without firing a fhot. The conti* 
nental infantry had not advanced within three miles of the poll, wheii- 
I this (N.) irrefolute commander laid down his arms. General Morgan 

retreated with his prifoners to the main army, which about this time 
] Major-gene’- changed its leader ; General Gates being recalled, upon the appoint- 
i takes the meiit of Major general Greene to fucceed him in the fouthern de-^ 

1 command. ' • 1 

pactment. 

Major-general Leflle, being defired in the beginning of NovemBef" 
i to leave Virginia,- and proceed to the fouthward, was hourly expe£led‘ 

I ' ■ at Charles town. Previous , to his arrival, Earl Cornwallis' made fome: 

I ' arrangements, which were, imiifpenfably requifite, before the King’s. 

I Preparations troops again invaded North Carolina: Hedlrefled the recruits and con- 
P ^vafion°of valefcents to join their regiments : He ordered all deficiencies of arms,. 

I Inal* ^***^°” appointments, and neceffaries, to be replaced: He prepared proper- 
i fupplies, to attend the march.;, and he adopted judicious precautions. 

I for the fecurity of the frontier. In a fhort time; numbers- flrengtb- 

I ened each corps and regiment of the army '. Above one hundred ' and’ *' 

I ■ fifty (a,)i joined the light troops : Deficiencies of 'arms and neceffaries ‘ 

I were completed :: Many horfes were collected, and purchafed for the-. 

I cavalry; And the magazine at Camden was confiderably increafed.. 


(N.) Note-- In .Note O. . 
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Colonel Lord Rawdon was requeued to take the prefent command of Chap. 
that place, and the future dircdion of the frontier, when the army 
advanced, the fortifications at Camden began to be refpeaable : 
Utenfils, ammunition, and cannon, were conveyed thither, and eno-i, 
neers direded the labour of the garrifon. The ’ centrical fituation of 
this poft, and the importance of its water communication, lirongly 
manIfeRed the advantage of holding it, if the army did not advance, 
and It became doubly necefl'ary to render it formidable, in cafe fuch 
an operation fliould take place; that it might then be deemed, by 
friends and enemies, the bulwark of the province. ' An officer of 
engineers was fent to Ninety Six, 'to fuperiia'tend.the works, and every 
requifite was furniffied to give fecurity to that port. Redoubts, to 
ftrengthen the communications, were completed, and the defences of - 
George town received additional improvement. 

In the mean time, the, Americans were not idle, in attempting to 
difiurb the frontier, and the interior parts of the province. Colonels 
Few and Clarke advanced to Long Cannes, in the diRrld of Ninety 

Six, with on intention to frighten and difperfe the militia : Brigadier- 

general Cunningham gave notice of their approach to Lieutenant- 

colonel Cruger, who fecretlj fent Liutenant-colonel Allen, with a 
detachment from his garrifon, to give «a»ce to the loyalifts... The 
Americans, ignorant of this reinforcement, advanfced'upon Cunning- 
ham, who received them with firmnefs, and defeated their projedt 
Some recent effeds of Marion, within the province, drew the atten- 
tion equally of Charles town and Camien. Lieutenant-colonel Bal- 
ffiur direaed the 64th regiment to pafs the river Santee, and take poll: 
on the eaft: of the. communications ; and .Lord Rawdon detached the 
mounted infantry of the .N$w-York volunteers, under Major Coffin,- 
•to affift Major M‘Leroth, wh^ommaudjd the 64th. Manj Ikirmiffiel 
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took place without material lofs, and the fupplies for the royal army 

were always proteaed, though occafionally delayed. 


riod of their eftablilhment, neither the eneampment at 
nor its communication with the magazine at Camden, 

Meal, flour, cattle, and fo- 
ibitants ; and the cdnvalefcent 
the neighbouring plantations. 


Since the pe 
Wynnefborough, 
had ever been di 

rage, were peaceably luppiieo oy tnc um 
and lick men were daily recovering on 
The ift battalion of the 7 ifl: regiment continued to occupy Brierley’s 
ferry, on Broad river, in order to cover the country between Wynnef. 
borough and that place : The vicinity of the Britifli legion and light 
infantry to that poft, afforded fupport to Major M‘ Arthur, proteaion 
to the mills in the Dutch fork, and fecurity to all the diftrifts in the 
rear. ' Many confifcated eftates (b.) yielded great fupplies to the royal 
army, which, in its prefent pofition, could enjoy the greateft plenty, 

with the ftriaeft oeconomy of public money. 


Before the middle of December, Commodore Gayton convoyed a 
confiderable body of the King’s troops to Charles town : Major-general 
Leflie, on his landing., 'found a,n order to march to the frontier, with 
the brigade of guards^*^ the regiment of Bofe, one hundred and twenty 
'yagers, and a detachment of light dragoons : The remainder of his 
corps being deftined to ftrengthen Camden, and augment the garrifon 
of Charles town. The arrival of a reinforcement of upwards of two 
thoufand4hree hundred men, feemed, at this crifis, to promife the 
focure pofieffion of the two fouthern provinces, and the redudlion of 
North Carcdina ; whilfl: the offenfive operations carried on in Virginia 
by Brigadier-gaaeral Arnold, appeared well adapted to attract the at- 
tention of that powerful <juart«r of America. 


Maj0r-|ene- 
:ral Lefiie ar- 
rives at 
Charles town 
wirii a rein- 
forcement. 





. -- 
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Extract. — Froffi Ear^'Csrtnvallh to Lord Georgs Germain^ dated Camden^ 

Auguji 21, 1780, 

On the morning of the 17th I dlfpatched proper people into North Nows to the 

/Y* IT 

C^oEa?, with lErcflions tp par fr’^ds to take arms and afl^spable Chapter, 
immediately, and to feize the moft violent people and all military itoros 
and magazines belonging to the rebels, and to intercept all firagglers 
from the routed army ; and I have promifed to march without lofs of 
time to their fupport. SoCie the army are nw 

on their way from Charles town,'^ad 3 * I Jbdpo that , thdr arrjval will 


.. (NOTE 

Chtiftophi^r Gadfden; lieutenant 

governor. .. 'r:?; ■ ; 

Thotnas Farr, late fpeaker,. • 


Thomas Eergufon. 
Anthony Toomcr. 
Alexander Moultrie, : 
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Edward M‘Crady. 
David Ratnfay. 

John Todd. 

Georg6 Flagg. , 
Peter Fayffoux. 
Jofiah Smith. 

John Parker. 

) John Sa»lam* 
John-Erneft Poyas, 
JohnBudd. 

John Loveday. 
Thomas Singleton. 
Edward North. 
Jofeph Atkinion. 
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Jacob Read. 

Richard Hutfon. 
Edward Blake. 

Edward Rutledge, 

Ifaac Homes. 

Richard Lulhington. 
Peter Timothy. 

John Edwards. * : / . 

Hugh Rutledge. 

John Floyd. 

William Price. 

Thomas Savage, 
Thomas Heyward. 
William-Hazel GShba, 
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By 'the tieufenant-gm^^ 

His MaJeJ^'s forces t&Cm. 

i: . ' ( . ^ i I- . 

A ®-K'O^0;K.A,.m^TvEO-N; 

WHEREAS, notwithftaiwJing. the. moderation of the Britifli go-^- 
vernment, and His Majefty’s unparallelled clemency to thofeof his de-- 
luded fuhje^s, who, from ‘a mfe , have returned to their.- 

duty and i^Qp©rty.'’ip;this;p:o-t 

vince, who obfrWsI^ ^ilty and treafonal^ piaSices^ 

and are ehherrilt under* th«f ^nthoi^' of the 

T , ‘ ■ • '.rebel 



soiJTHBiF A-mEmGA. ‘'^ 

rebel Congrefs; or th«ir piteations, to join the etie-.Notes to ft^ 

mies of Great Britain ; or by an open avowal of rebellious principles* chapter, 
and other notorious aas, do manifeft a wicked and defperate perfeve- 
rance, in oppofing to the utmoft of their power the re-eftablilhment of 
His Majefty’s juft and lawful authority : And whereas it is a duty in- 
cumbent upon nae, to^take all due precaution to fecure the tranquillity 
of His Majefty’s government, and the peace and liberties of his faith- , 
ful and loyal fubjeds in this province, and to prevent the wicked de- 
igns of fuch iil*dilpofed perfons- sus, are above defcribed from taking 
cifed: And whereas hjftn4|ht be dangerous fconfequenoe to fufter 
^ fuoh^pittffoai to pofieftHrti-Aalte 

thereby fubiiftiing them with the means of carrying on thttir mali- 
Clous and traiterous defigns more effedually into execution ; and as it 
iikewife appears to me both juft and expedient, that the property 
tvhich they have voluntarily ftaked in fupport of rebeUion, fliould 
now be applied, on -our. part, to* defray a fiortom' of the expences oc- 
caSoned by the obftMjfatfeTdeli^^uoii^ di I hav^ there-. 

®tot% to'rfr.per&na 

conceraed; f hat *1. have ordered ^ eftatJ^i bath real and'perfonal, in 
this province, belonging to the wicked and dangerous traitors above 

defcribed, to he fequeftered ; and 1 have conftituted and appointed 
John Cruden, Efq^im 

proclamation, with full pother andfaktfesa^ ili wdcr 

or warrant under my hand, or the hand of the oBc^ .commandim. 





verance in oppoling, to tne utmoit or tneir power,, cne re-eiiaoiimmenc 
of His Majefty’s juft and lawful authority. And the faid comtxiif- 
iioner lhall, within the term, of twenty-one days after execution of 
every fuch order or warranC above mentioned, by feizure of the 
eftates or property therein defcribed, caufe notice thereof to-be pub- 
liflied in three fucceffive newlpapers, that no perfon concerned may 
plead ignorance of the fame ; and the like term is allowed for the 
removal of pofleftbrs from'; the.- premifes fo feized. And to the end that 
this truft., of fo great importance, be duly and faithfully adminiftered 
for the public benefit,.! do hereby ftridtly require and enjoin, that 
the faid commiffioner doth, im every cafe of the feizure of property^, 
whether real- or perfonal, forthwith take upon the fpot, (if ia.the 
country) in the. prefence of two perfons adliiig either as field officers, 
or captains- of militia under His Majefty, and (if in town) in pre- 
fence of two- creditable freeholders, an exad inventory of the property 
fo feized, which they are hereby required to fign ;; and it is to be kept 
aiid; ^ j-votioherjpn the, exhibition <o£ 

his.^cdunfsv--' |i3»ted;hy;iwmanity and copapaffion*. 


continue 
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fidered fufficient vouchers t;o the fald comaiffioner at the fettlenaent ofN^test^tt© 

• • . . ■ , . T ' /-I Th W' 

his accounts. And' it being highly expedient, that accounts of all Chapter, 
perfonal property, and of the iffues and produceof all eftates, eonfift- 
ing of land, negroes, cattle, and of every fpecies of property, feized 
by virtue of this proclamation, be kept in the moll: clear and diftindl 
manner poffible ; 1 do hereby diredt, that the faid commiffioner do 
keep ■ particular and feparate accounts of all property, real and per- 
fonal, under the names of the pferfons who were fuppofed and acknow- 
ledged to be the proprietors at the, time of feizure : And I do hereby 
ferther dire<35'antd<«q^fe 'tiie feM coflaaiiffioartr* to make up a gene- 
®®|®^‘<5fin3liageiiient:#;j'aOd-©f?tihe amount of. the 
fale .amd^’dilpofaL of 'all- property whatfoever that lhall come into his 
hands, which is- to be laid before the commandant and board of 
police of Charles town, every fix. months,, or oftener if it lhall appear 
neceffary and' pradlicable ; and he flrall be thereunto required, during 
fuch time as the faid eftates lhall remain under fequeftration : And 
the cctfnmandant and board of "police are hereby diredfed and required 
tori^pe^ liii4.;:^CG0uh^^ wi]|h‘ai^,convenie»t:di,fpatch, and if rheyf 
appear to them to be jull: and right, > to grant a certificate thereof to 
the’ faid" commiffioner ; and the faid commiffioner is hereby farther 
required,, upon fuch certificate being granted, to pay the balance 
arifing from the above-delhribed' pay-r 

mailer general of His MajellyV forces- to^he applied to 

the purpofe before mentioned, or in any manner that, may be diredled 
by His Majelly’s commiffioners for Tailoring peace to America, or the 
eomnaaader in. chief. And i do- hereby, declare* that any. perfon or * 
perfpns obllrudling or impeding the faid" commiffioner in the execution 
of his duty, by concealmeut or removal of any property he may be 
authorifed to^.fei:^,, 0 ^^ ffiall„,oa convidlion, be punilhed as- 

aidipg, and or perfons 

! > , . - difcover y ■ 



^ny pei^i or perfons ; 




difcovery 



n 

, ‘.f 
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difcpvery where any efFe<Sl:s are concealed, or attempted to be carried 
away, or (hall give any neceffary information to the faid John Cruden, 
Efq. fo that efFedls belonging to a perfon whofe eftate is fequeftered 
may be feciired, the perfon or perfons giving ftich information fhall be 
moft liberally rewarded : And all officers, civil or military, and all 
■other perfons whatfoever, are ftri^ily enjoined and required to aid and 
affift the faid John Cruden and his deputies in the execution of the 
•truft rcpofed in him. And whereas certain limited orders and powers 
have been given by me to colonels and commanding officers of militia, 
in foKie few of the diftri£ls of this province, to felze the horfes, 
•cattle, negroes, and provihons of perfons concerned in the laft revolt, 
more particularly defcribed in the faid orders, and to apply the feme, 
under certain 'regulations and reftridlions, to the indemnification of the 
King’s loyal and faithful fubjefts in the refpeaive diftridts, who had 
fuffered by .the depredations of the rebels : And whereas the colen^ 
and commanding of&ers of milicia were by the faid orders dkedled to 
report to me, at the head quarters of the army, the pfopei»ty fhey 
•fhould feke by -virtue of the fame, fpecifying ckarly its- nature and 
value, and the appl’kation fh^ereof toward the relief' and indemnity of 

npquIM of reporting to me 

their proceedings, as above diredled, to tranfmk to • the oommandanC 
■of Charfes town, within the term of fourteen days* after the 
tioti ' ' of’ the property 'rf aft, fooh property 

'l^eAf-aiidi of 'rts -amjfefalion ^bd ffitftributionf in widtibc* vphieft aw 


Notes to tke 
Third 
Chapter. 



•* ' 

Bame«3 in this prochmation^ to be lodged iii Lis office at Charles 
to the end that it may appear and be afcertained how the p: 
feized, under the above-recited orders, hath been applied and 
buted» ' ' -'r"' „■ X 


Given under my hand and feal, at head quarters, in the diftria; of. 
Wacfaw, in the faid province, the fixth day of September, Anno Do* 
mini one thoufand feven hundred and eighty, and in the twentieth: 
j%hifo£His Majefty’a ' ' '' 

'I i.ii-n i' 'fj? ■)> ■[ >} c. . 

u.tjiuU vrit ru‘j ; %‘.hS- iofdlh^V eoifamiandir-*;: xh 

J. Money, A. D; G.. 


'* I’ > ' « r ^ ' ■' ' ■' ■ ■■ ' ■ 

; . .a ,„^y » ; ' ‘iO .'I- f; ; ;.;i . • 

Exira^i^^From Earl Cornw£(lUs to Sir ITenry Clinton, dated camp at 
. , E^acfanv, Sept, 

I'F nothing material happens to^ obflru^^my plan of operaticais, I 

mean, as foon as Lieutenant-colonel Tarfetoia^Sri' lirreifloWd,^ to' pro- 
ceed. with the 23d, 33d, volunteers of Ireland, and legion, to Chan 
Ibltfe tbwn; andltfave the 71ft here (a.) until, the fiek can be brought on 
tb'Usi Ivthen mean to makelfeM«f»re( 3 c«ibeh,^itod'eftabli^^ fixed poft. 

at- aiid''give'the command^of 'k-eW'Major^Wemyfs,- wbofe. 

regiment i^fo-totally demolifhed . by fick.aefs,,that.it will not be fit for 
a^ual.fdrviefi .fiklfb^emonihsi,! ‘ 'kJ‘ 
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Notes^oAe - (NOTE E. ) ' 

^ Third'. 

Chapter. 

ExtraSl of a letter from Earl Cornwallis to Major Fergufon^ found in the 
Major's baggage f and fublfhed by the Americans after his death., dated 
Wacfaws, Sept. 23, 1780. (i.) 


SIR, 



I H AVE juft received yours of the 19th, and laft night had the fa- 
tisfailion to hear from Eieutenant -colonel Cruger, that he had arrived 
in time to fave Browne, and (b.) retaken the guns, and totally routed 
the enemy, who had retired with great precipitation ; that the Indians 
had pur&ed and fcalped many of them. I have no obje6:ions to your 
making any allowance to the militia you think they deferve ; but had 
rather have it called gratuity than pay, even if it amounts to the fame 
fum. Tarleton (a.) is better, and was moved to-day in a litter ; his 
illnefs*— f Iftiallf — 

I HEARD a report that a Major Davie, who commands a corps of 
about eighty horfe militia, had marched againft you. You will know 
whether this is true before this can poffibly reach you, 

I am, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 

Major Fergufon# 


P. S. As foon as I have confumed the provifions in this fettlement, 
fhall march with as much expedition as poffible to Crofs creek. I am 
told the climate will be healthy there by the middle of next month. 

(i.) Vide Remembrancer, page 280, part Vft, 1781* 

^ The reft of the fentence in cypher* 


I 

I 
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luxtraSl of a letter (b.) from Major Fergufon to Lord Cornwallis , puMlfed'^ottt to th.ti 

, - . . Third 

by the Americans* . Chapter. 

My Lord, ■ 

A D O U BT .floes not remain with regard to the kiteiligexice I fent 
your lordfliip : They are fince joined by Clark and Sumpter, of courfe 
are become an objedt of fome confequence. Happily their leaders are 
obliged to feed their followers with fuch hopes, and fo to flatter them 
with accounts of our wcaknefs antj fear, that, if neceflary, I ihould 
hope for fuccefs. againfl: them myielf ; hpt, numbers compared, that 
mufl: be doubtfuL I am on my march towards you by a road leading 
from Cherokee ford, north of King’s mountain. Three or four hun- 
dred good foidiers, part dragoons, would finifli the bufinefs. Some- 
thing muft be done foon. This is their laft pufli in this quarter, &c. 

PATRICK FERGUSON. 


'• 3 ! . I • iJ 


■ (NOTE F.) 

The following letters were fuUljbed hy order of Congrefs t 

ExtraM of a letter from his Excellency Goverfior yefferfon, of Flrginiaf H 
the P ref dent of Congrefs^ dated Richmand^ Odioher 15, 1780, 
o'clock, P, M. 

SIP, 

IDO myfelf the pleafure of congratulating your excellency on the 
fmall dawn of good fortune which at length appears in the fouth, as 
■you will find by. the difpatches I have the honour of enclofing to you, 
And which 1 this mcanmt received ficoia Genesr^l Gates. 

Cc . SIR, 



campaigns op 1780 and 1781 in the 
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Burk county, Oflt. 2, i jSo. 


SIR, 


I AM at prefent about feveiity miles from Salilbury, m the fork of 

the Catawba, with about four hundred and fifty horferaen, m purfuit 

of Colonel Fergufon. On my eroffing the Catawba river, I difpatchefi 
to different quarters for intelligence, and this evening 1 was favoured 
with this news, which you may depend on : That Colonel Clark, of 

the ftate of Georgia, with one hundred riftemen, forced his way 
through South Carolina to Georgia. On his route thither, being 
joined by feven hundred men, he proceeded to the town of Aupfta, 
and has taken it with a large quantity of goods-; buf not finding it 
prudent to continue there, he has retreated to the upper parts of 
South Carolina, in Ninety-fiic drftria, md made a ftand- with, eight 
hundred brave meiu 

This moment another of my exp reffes is arrived fmm CoM 
M‘Dowell and Shelby i They were on their march, near Burk, court 
houfe, with one thoufand five hundred brave mountain men, and Co- 
lonel Cleveland was within' |en miles of., them with eight hundred men,., 
and was to form a junaion with them this day. I expea to join them 
to-morrow, in purfuit of Cobnef Fergufon, and, under the direaion. 
of Heaven, I hope to be able to render your honour a good account of 
him in a few days.. 

lam, &c. 

JAM,ES WILLIAMS.. 


Major-general Gates. 


SIR, 


HiUfborough, 06 ):. 12, 1780. 


THIS inftant i reedvei the great and' glorihes. news contained m 
the enclofed letter from Brigadier-general Davifon to General.Snmner, 
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who diredly aifpatched it to me by exprefs. We are now more than. Notes to the 

. Third 

even with the enemy* The moment the fnpplies for the troops arrive Chapter, 
from Taylor’s ferry, I fhall proceed with the whole to the Yadkin. 

General Smallwood and Colonel Morgan are on their way to that port ; 
the latter, with the ligh.t infantry, was yefterday advanced eighteen 
miles beyond Guildford court houfej the former, with the cavalry, 
lay laft night thirteen miles on this fide that place. I defire your ex- 
cellency will forthwith difpatch Copies of all the letters I now fend 
you to the Prefident of Coiigrefs. 


Governor Jcfferfon. 


I am, &c. 

HORATIO GATE^ 


Camp, Rocky river, Od. lO, 1780. 

SIR, 

I HAVE the pleafure of fending you very agreeable intelligence 
from the weft. Fergufon, the great partizan, has mifcarried. This 
we are affured of: by Mv. Tate, who was naajonin General Sumpter’s 
late ojmraand; the particulars from that gentleman’s mouth ftand 
thus : That Colonels Campbell, Cleveland, Shelby, Seveer, Williams, 
Brandon, Lacey, &c., formed a conjunff body near Gilbert town, 
confiftingof three thoufand men. Prom tfiis body were feleded one 
thoufand fix hundred good horfe, who immediately went in purfuit of 
Colonel Fergufon, who was making his way to Charlotte. Our peo- 
ple overtook him well pofted on King’s mountain, and on the evening 
of the 7th inftant, at four o’clock, began the attack, which continued 
forty-feven minutes. Colonel Fergufon fell in the aaion, befides one 
hundred and fifty of his men ; eight hundred and ten were made prl- 
foners, including the Britifti; one hundred and fifty of the prlfoners 
•are wounded ; One thoufand five hundred ftand of arms fell into our 
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N..«».l= haads. Colonel Fergufon had about one thoufand four hundred men- 
Ch,i“. Our people furrounded them, and the enemy furrandered. 


. ■ ' ■ twenty meii'-; ■■ among wIiom'''is ': Major Gkranide, .ol | 

Lincoln county ; Colonel WiUiams is The nutn. 

ber of our wounded cannot be afcertaincd. This blow will certainlj 
alFea the Brltilh very confideraU>. ‘The brigade major who gives this 
was in the aaion. The above is' true. ' The blow is great. I give you 
joy on the occahon. 

: ■ ■ T am, ' &c. I 

Honourable General Sumner. ^ ^ | 

. ■ ■ ■ " ■ ',’ ; - ■ , ' ' •• ■ ' ' '■ ■ : ■ 

Camp, Yadkin ford, G£l. 10 , 1780, 

eight o’clock evening. 

s I R, 

WITH great fatisfadtion I inform you of the defeat of Major Fer- 
gulbn on King’s mountain, four o’clock Saturday afternoon. The par- 
ticulars I enclofe you as 1 received them a few minutes ago ; Alfo a j 
letter from General Davifon, of his fecuring twenty-nlne barrels of ) 

powder, which were fecrcted feme time fittce near Charlotte. 

I am, SIR, 

With great refpefl, 

Your very humble fervant, | 

JETHRO SUMNER. " 

GeoiralQites. | 

Publilhed by order of Congrefs, 

Charles Thompson, Sec. . 




(NOTE 


SaV^THSR'N .fRp'VlitFCES, OF A> 41 E 1 CA. 

( N O T E G. ) 

Copy of a letier from Colonel Lori Blawdon fo LTeutendnt-coMel ’Tarkton^ 

dated BntiWs plantation, OB. 23, i-;78i. Chapter. 

dr I AM very much obliged to you, my dear Sir, for the pains 
which yoju have taken jn looking out for a pofition for us. All the 
maps of the country which I have are fo very inaccurate, that I m'uft 
depend totally on your judgement : Whilfl I remain in this quarter, 
my principal point is to communicate readily with Camden and Ninety 
Six ; at the fame time that I fliall be in a neighbourhood where the 
camp may be well fupplied. The nearer to the great road I &ould 
imagine the better : However, I am not enough acquainted with that 
part of the country to decide. Swan’s report appears to be in feme 
degree influenced by his defire of getting in fafety to his own home. 

Twenty miles weftward frota the crofs roads I. fihpuld think would re- 
move us too far from that dire<3: communication which we wilh. But 
I muft repeat, that I fpeak from maps, in which I fufpedl: the relative 
pofitions to be ill laid down. 

The fupplies of rum and other {lores which we muft receive from 
Camden, would make it eligible not to ft rike off too wide from that 
poft. I {hall proceed to the crofs roads to-morrow, where I ihall hope 
to hear from you : But we beg that you will in the mean time encou- 
rage the inhabitants to bring us in as much flour and meal as poftible ; 
afiTuring them that they fliall be pundually paid for every thing with 
which they furnifli the camp. 

I have the honour to be, 

4 Dear Sir, with great regard. 

Your very faithful fervant, 

RAWDON. 

Copy. 


Lieut. Col. Tarleton. 
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Notes to tte j€ci>^. ’-Ffom Earl CortmMs U^Ueutenant^olonel Farleton, dated 
Third — — t ^ .r a ^ 

Cbaptete 


Wynnejhor ought Dec. Adh 17 ^®* 


^ Dear Tari-eton, 

A L E T TER from Defpard Informs us, that you have the rank of 
lieutenant colonel, which gives me the greateft fadsfaAion, and which 
you fo truly deferve ; i am glad it was done before they knew of the 
affair of the i8th, as it puts them ftill in your debt. I know nothing 
more than when I wrote laft. Our fupplies of all forts very fcanty. 
Rebel plundering parties come within fourteen miles j their force on 
this fide only (b.) Sumpter, &c. Poor Captain Hovendeii is laid up 
with fever and ague. 

lam, with the greatefl: regard, 

Moft fincerely yours, 

y eORNWALLI& 

Lieut. Col. Tarkten. 

Extradi,-^ From Earl Cornwallis to Lleufenani-colonet Farkton, dated 
Wynnejbor ought Nov. ^t i7^i* 

I RECEIVEt) yours yefterday, and moft fmcerely hope 
you will get at Mr. Marion, (a.) l am always fanguine when you are 
concerned. I cannot think the march of the detachment of cavalry 
on this fide very material. 


(KOTTE 


■A 


£!"vfA,’Kv;.V' , : 
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BtJlruBions to the Hon, Major-general Lejlle, dated' head quartersj iST^wN^tothc 

Third ^ 

Torkj QSl. lOf 17S0.. Cha|),tefo 


YOU will' be pleafed to proceed with tHe troops embarked und^ 
your command to Chelkpeak bay ; and, upon your arrival at that 
place, you wiir purfue fuch meafures as- you fhall judge raoft likely to 
anfwer the purpofe of this expedition ;■ the principal objedl of which is 
to make a diverfibn in favour of Lieutenant-general Earl Cornwaliis, 
who, by the time you arrive there, will probably be adtingin the back 
parts of North Carolina. The Information you {hall procure on the 
ipot, after your arrival' at your deftined poft, will point- out' to you the. 
propereft method of accomplifhing this.. But from what T have re<*- 
Ofiived here, I'lhould judge it' befl to- proceed up James river as high as 
poflible, in order to feize or deftroy any magazines the enemy may-, 
have at Eeterfburg, Richmond, or any of' the places adjacent; and- 
finally to eftablifli a poft on Elizabeth river. But this, as well as the 
diredtion of every other operation, is- fubmitted to Earl Cornwallis,, 
with whom you are asfoon as poflible to communicate, and afterwards 
to follow all fuch orders and diredtions as you ftiall. from time to time.- 
receive from his lordflbip. 




Notos to' the 
' Third 
ClKipteft 





*7So Aifin %jti in ;f HS 
( N O T E I. ) 

Extras of a letter from Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, dated [ 
Camp at Wynnejhorough, December 

COLONEL Marloa Lad fo wrought on the minds of the people, 
partly by the terror of .his threats and crnelty of his punifhments, and 
partly by the promife of plunder, that there was fcarcely an inhabi- 
tant between the Santee and Pedee, that was not in arms againft us. 
Some parties had even croffed the Santee, and carried terror to the gates 
of Charles town. My -fii-ft objed was to reinftate matters in that 
quarter, without which Camden could receive no fuppiies. I there- 
fore fent Tarleton, who purfued Marion for feveral days, obliged his 
corps to take to the fwamps, and by convincing the inhabitants that 
there was a power fuperior to Marion, who could hkewife reward and 
^unilh, fo far checked the infurreaion, that the greateft part of them 
have not dared to appear in arms againft us fince his expedition. 

(N O T E- :K.^) 

Copy f a letter from Earl Cornwallis to Lieutenant-colonel ^arletoftf dated 
Wynnejbormgh, November^, 1780. 

Dear Tarleton, 

MAJOR Wemyfs attacked Sumpter atFifii Dam at one o’clock 
this morning, contrary to his plan, which was to wait until day 
light ; the conlequence is, that W emyfs is wounded and left, and 
about twenty men i Lieutenant Hovenden is wounded, but I believe 

the 
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the lesion has not loft much — Muft beg of you to return immediately. Notes to the 

■ , ■ ■ . ■ , ' ^ , 'Thirci'- , 

leaving fome horfes for mounting men at Camden. I am under the Chapter. 

greateft anxiety for Ninety Six, and truft you will lofe no time in 
returning to me. 

' I am, ■ . 

Yours iincerely, ' Y 

CORN 

Lieutenant-coionel Tarleton. 


Extras} From Earl CornwaUis to Lieutettant-celonel 'Earleton, dated 
Wynnejhoroughy November 10 ^ i^8q. 

{Et* YOU will liave received my letter of yefterday, lince which 
\ve have intelligence that Sumpter has pafled the Broad River, and 
joined Clarke, Brannen, &e. They talk of expedting fome of the 
mountaineers; as they have excellent horfes we cannot hurt them; and 
unlefs they receive fome check they will be very troublefome. The 
63d are well mounted for infantry, and may occafionally ride in your 
train, they behaved vaftly well, out of five lliots which were fired 
from the picket, one broke Wemyfs’ arm, and another his knee, the 
command then devolved to a young lieutenant, who knew nothing of 
the plan, or the ground, or the force of the enemy, and all was con- 
fullon. After what I have faid, I am fure I may depend on your 
adllng for the b'eft, on the general plan of the welfare of the army. 

ExtraSi. — From Earl Cornwallis to Lieutenant-colonel Earkton.^ daie2 
Wynnejborough^ November I'l, 1^80. 

I S E N D duplicates of my two laft letters, as I ordered one 
of the exprefies to return Immediately, and he is not yet come; I am 
apprehenfive fome accident may have -happened to him.. The enemy 

D d - declare 




, CAMPAIGNS OF 1780 AHD 1781 TTXW: ^ 

Notes to tiie dcckfe their intentions of going to Ninety Six ; I hav® fent M‘Artlmr 
with tb^ battalion (a.) of the 71ft, and die 63d under Money to 
Shirar’s ferry : I whh you would get three legions, and divide yourfelf 
We can do no good without you, I truft to your 
coming immediately, unlefs you Ibe fbmething more materially 
preffing. 


- (N O TE L.) 

Copy of a letter from Earl Cornwallis to Lkutenant-cohnel Earkton, dated 
Wynnejhorough, Novemier 1780. 

^ My Dear^Taeleton, 

I M O ST heartily wifli you joy of your fuccels : But wlfli it had 
not coft you To much ; I have ordered M‘Arthur to proceed to Galley’s 
ford on Ennoree, and to wait for your orders with his battalion, fend- 
ing on the baggage with a captain and fifty men : If you foould want 
him it will make but little delay ; if not, it will fave him a long 
march. I hav^ fent Stewart to affifi: your wounded ; I am happy to 
hear that Money is in no danger ; I moft fincerely rejoice in your efcape, 
as well on my own account, as on that of your country : That fuc- 
cefs and every happinefs may ever attend you, is the fincexe wilh 

' Of your moft faithful 

And affeftionate friend, 

CORNWALLIS. 




^ If you hear, of Campbell, or any force advancing, you need 

not hurry yourfelf. In Ihort, I leave all to your difcretion ; you know 

the 
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the importance of putting the diftrid' of Ninety Six into a ftate of Notes to the 
fecurity, and will ad accordingly: You will make any requifitions Chapter, 
you pleafe to Cruger, either from co-operation from him, or afiiftance 
of militia, which is now under the diredion of Cunningham, briga- 
dier general of the militia of the diftrid, and which, I hope, will do 
better than it has lately done. 


X have a letter from L-— — , who, on the firft application, com- 
plies with our wilhes : I will not tire you with a repetition of my obli- 
gations to you ; I truft you will find that I lhall never forget 
Pray exprefs my thanks in the drongeft terms to the officers and men 
under your command. 


ExtraSi.—From Earl GornwaUis io Lkutenant-cohnel farktoHi dated 
IVymeJboroughy November 2^^ eight o'clock P. M. 

$|r I HAVE no doubt but your vidory will be attended with as 
good confequences to our affairs as it is with honour and credit to your- 
felf ; I ffiali be very glad to hear that Sumpter is in a condition to give 
us no farther trouble ; he certainly has been our greatefl: 'plague in this 
country. 


( N O T E M. ) 

P,xiraB.—lFroM Earl .GornwaUis to Sir Neftry Glintofit dated Camp, at 
IPynneJborough, Decemkf ^y jjB'o. 


SUMPTER having palled the Broad river, and joined Brannen, 
CjUrke, dcii, I detached or M‘Arthur with tire iff battalion of ^ the. 

D d a * 71.11, 
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71ft; and the 63d regiment, after having.fhnt my aid-de-camp, Lien- 
tenant Mon^, to take the command of it, to Lrlerlef a ferry, on 
Broad River, in order to cover our milla, and to give forae check to the 
enemy’s march to Ninety Sk. At the fame time I recalled Lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton from the low country. Tarleton waafo fortunate aa 
topafs not only the Wateree, but the Broad river,, wiAout General 
Sumpter’s being apprized of it, who having increafed his corps to onc 
thoufand, had pafl’ed the Ennoree. and was on the point of attacking 
our hundred militia at Williams’ (a.) houfe, fifteen mUes from Ninety 
Six, and where, I believe, he would not have met with much refif- 

tmcc. Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton would have furprized him on the 

fouth of Ennoree, had not a deferter of (b.) the 63d given notice of his 
march: He, however, cut to pieces his rear guard in paffing that river; 
and purfued his main body with fuch rapidity, that he could not pafs 

theTyger, and was obliged to halt on a very flrong pofition, at a place 

called Blackflock’s, clofe to it; Tarleton had with him only his ca- 
valry, and the 63d mounted, his infantry and a three pounder being 
feverll miles behind. The enemy not being able to retreat with fafety,. 
and being informed of Tarleton’ s approach and want of infantry, by a 
woman (c.) who pafled him on the march,’ and contrived by a nearer 
road to get to them, were encouraged by their great fuperiority^ of 
numbers, and began to fire on the 63d, who were difmounted. Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarleton, to far’e them from confiderable lofs, was 
obliged to attack, although at fome hazard, and drove the enemy with 
lofs over the river ; Sumpter was dangeroufly wounded, three of (d.) 
their colonels killed, and about one and twenty men killed, wounded, 
or taken. On our fide about fifty were killed and wounded, Licute- 
nants Qibfon and Cope, of the 63d, were amongfl the former, and my 
atd-de-camp, Lieutenant Money, who was a moft promifing officei, 

died of his wounds a few days after. Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, as 

foon 
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fooa as he had taken care of his wounded, purfued and difperfed the Notes to the 
remaining part of Sumpter’s corps ; and then, having aflembled fome Chapter, 
militia under Mr, Cimningham, Whom I appointed brigadier general 
of the militia of that diftri£l, and who has by far the greateft influ- 
ence in that country, he returned to Broad river, where he at prefent 
remains ; as well as Major M‘ Arthur, in the neighbourhood of Brier- 
ley’s ferry. 


It is not eafy for Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton to add to the repu- 
tation he has acquired in this province ; but the defeating one tbou- 
fand men, polled on very flrong ground^ and occupying log houfes, 
with one hundred and ninety cavalry and eighty infantry, is a proof 
of that fpirit and thofe talents which mull render the moft effential 
lervices to his country. Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton commends much 
the good behaviour of the officers and men under his command ; and 
he particularly mentions Lieutenant Skinner, of the 1 6th regiment of 
infantry, who does duty with the legion,, as having diflinguifhed 
himfelf.. 


(NOTE N, ) 

EzlraSl. — From Earl Cornwallis to Eicutenant-colonel Tarleton^ dated- 
J'FynneJhoroughf Eec. e^th, 1780. 

RUGELEY will not be made a brigadier. He Surrendered 
without firing a fliot, himfelf and one hundred and three rank and 
file, to the cavalry only : A deferter of Morgan’s affures us that the 
infantry never came within three miles of the houfe. I wifh you to 
try all you can about intelligence. 


(NOTE 




'Extrai^. — Ivrjin Earl Cornnjadlh to Lkutenant-colonel E’arleton, dated 
Wynnejboroughy Dec, i^th^ 1^80. 


IF it fliould happen that any of your foraging parties fliQtild go to 
any of the fequeftered (b») eftates on which a deputy of Mn Cruden’s 
may be placed, you will diredt your officer to make application to that 
deputy for the forage, and give him the receipt. 


I HAVE no material intelligence, and I am forry to fay, none that I 
can depend on from the enemy on our front. If you can meet with 
any perfons more enterprizing than thofe I can find, I beg you will 
employ them. No news from Ninety Six, or General Cunningham, 
fince you left Us. I faw yefterday your, (a.) convalefcents ; fome of 
them I hardly thought fit to join ; and there wete rather more black 
attendants, both male and female, than I think you will like to fee. 
As foon as 1 hear any thing material from Leflie, you fhall hear 
jfe'om me. 



souTH-EaN faoviwcss ©t »©atii AMEaicA. ^ ' my 


C HAP TER IV. 

. *K 

Mo'oements of the Americans ^ — ^he BritiJIi light troops pafs Broad rin^et^ 

Karl Cornwallis moves from Wynnejborough . — ASiion at the Cow- 
pens. — General Lejlie joins Earl Cornwallis. — Purfuit of General Mor- 
gan. — Margan pajfes the Catawba river. — 'Khe Kin f s ir oops pafs the 
Catawba. — Affair at Tarrant' s. — Earl Cornwallis marches to Salif- 
bury, — Skirmijh at theTrading ford.— Earl Cornwallis moves to the 
Upper fords* — -General Greene paffes the Kan. — Earl CornwaUh 
marches to Hillfborough^ — and ere Sis the King's fandard.— General 
Greene- repaffes the Kan. — Earl Cornwallis croffes Haw river. ■ — Skir- 
mi/h near Allmance. — Affair at Wet%eirs mil, — - Earl Cornwallis 
paffes a branch of Keep river t 

D u RING the preparations for the iecond invafion of North Caro- Csaf. IV. 
lina, emiffaries had been difpatched into that province, to obtain intel- 
ligence of the force and defigns of the Aifiericans. Near the end of 
December information was received, that General Greene {D.) had 
made a divifion of his troops, who did not exceed one thoufand four 
hundred men, exclufive of the militia ; and, that he had committed 
the light infantrj and Colonel Wafliirrgton’s cavalry to General Mor- 
gan, with direftions to pafs the Catawba and Broad rivers, in order toMoveraem* 
colled the militia in the diftrids through which he marched, and 



(D.) Note D. 


afterwards 





Whilst the reinforcement marched from Charles town to join- the 
royal forces, Earl Cornwallis employed various meafures, in order to 
ire daily intelligence of the enemy, and to obtain a competent 
knowledge of the nature of the country in his front. No expence was 
pared to learn the Hate of the roads, (a.) the number of the mills, 
and the quantities of forage and provifions, between Broad river and 
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Chap. IV. afterwards threaten Ninety Six ; whilft he conduaed the other divh 
Hon of the continentals to Haley’s ferry, on the river Pedee, to form a 

and give jealoufy to Camden. This 
appeared to be the outline of the American defigns previous to the 
of General Lefoe’s reinforcement. The intelligence General 
Greene had procured fince his appointment to the fouthward, and the 
calculation of his own and the Britifh force, might fugged: the pro- 
priety of attempting to diftrefs the frontier of South Carolina by a de- 
fultory war, till he could acquire a command fufficiently numerous and 
well difciplined to undertake more decifive operations. There could 
not be an arrangement better chofon, provided the royalifts were not 
joined by any additional regiments ; but the increafe of the Engliflr 
army would certainly fruflrate fuch a difpofition. It is not to be fdp- 
pofed that General Greene would have adopted the hazardous plan ot 
dividing and advancing bis troops, if he had received authentic in* 
formation of General Lellie’s command being withdrawn from Vir- 
ginia, and united to the force in South Carolina ; becaufe fuch an 
acceffion of ftrength would naturally produce a movement from 'Wyn- 
nefborough, which, if executed with tolerable rapidity, might fepa- 
rate the two divifions of the American army, and endanger their being 
totally difperfed or deftroyed. . 


(a.) Ifl note B. 

'4 
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the Catawba, This (a) information was peculiarly neceflary for a Ckap.IV. 
general who was about to invade a province not remarkable for its 
fertility, and which has no navigable livers to convey fupplies to the 
interior parts of the country. 

Tryon county prefented an entrance into North Carolina, which 
accorded equally with the defigns of Earl Cornwallis and the prefent 
pofition of the King’s troops. Its comparative abundance, and the 
proofs of attachment exhibited by the inhabitants, enhanced its local 
recommendation. The motives for the fecond invafion of North Ca*- 
rolina may he explained -in a few words. The ftrength of the royal 
army in South Carolina, near the end of the year 1780, allowed Earl 
Cornwallis the experiment of an enterprise, which the- loyalifts and 
Britifh troops in America, as well as the adminiftration in England, 
fuppofed he could with facility accomplifli. The fuperiority of his 
force, when compared with General Greene’s, gave every reafonable 
affurance, that with proper care the latter might be deftroyed, or 
driven over the Roanoke ; when it was imagined that the loyalifls, 
who were computed to be the greater proportion of the inhabitants, 

-would make indefatigable exertions to render themfelves independent 
of Congrefs. Such was the opinion of thoufands when the King’s 
troops prepared for this expedition : But their expeaations were not 
verified, though the continental army was chafed out of the province, 
and the loyal fubjeas were Invited to repair to the King’s aandard at 
HUllborough ; it therefore becomes neceflary to inveftigate, whether 
the feheme itfelf was vifionary, or the plan to complete it injudicions i 



or whether the force employed was inadequate to the purpofe. 
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Chap. IV. If Earl Cornwallis was not equally fanguine in his expedation of 
final conqueft, it muft, however, be univerfally acknowleaged, that 
the prefent was a favourable crifis for exertion. The ftrength of the 
king’s troops, and the weaknefs of the enemy, ftrongly recommended 
this invafion of North Carolina. On the junaion of General 

Leflie, three thoufand five hundred fighting (b.) men could advance 
into that province, befides leaving a large force on the frontier. Any 
advantage gained over the Americans at this period, would undoubt., 
edly derange their projeas, and give a better barrier to South Carolina 
and Georgia; and though the expedition was ultimately produaive 
only of the advantage of fecuring (A.) old poffeffions, yet the at- 
tempting greater objeaa was jufiifiable, and gave a fair trial to the ar- 
dent wifhes of government at home,, and the confident hopes of the 
loyalifts in America.- 

Gener al Lefiie, with one thou fimd five hundred and thirty (C.);: 
men, was greatly advanced on his march toward the army, when the . 

operations of the Americans to the weftward of Broad river laid im. 
mediate claim to the attention of the Brltilh.^^^ General Morgan, with. 

the contiuental fight infantry. Colonel cavalry,, and 

large detachments, of militia, was reported to be advancing to Ninety 
Six. Although the fortifications were in tolerable condition at that: 
place, and fufficiently ftrong to refift an affault, yet the prefervation. 
of the country in its neighbourhood was confidered as fo great an ob- 
jea for the garrlfon and the Ibyalifts- of the diftria, that Earl Corn- 
wallis difpatched an aid-de-camp (a.) on the^ ift of January, to order 
TheBruiih Lieutenant- colonel Tarleton over Broad river, .with his corps of ca- 
valrv and infantry, of five hundred and fifty men,, the firft battalion 


(a.) In note F. 
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of the 71ft, confifting of two hundred, and two three-pounders, to Chap. IV. 
counterad the defigns of General Morgan, by proteding the country, 
and compelling him to repafs Broad river. Tarleton received a letter 
the next day from his lordihlp, communicating an earheft wifh, that 
the American commander, if within his reach, fhould be pulhed (b.) to 
“ the utmoft ; and requiring, likewife, his opinion, whether any move 
of the main army (c.) would be advantageous t© the fervice. On the 
receipt of this letter, he diredled his courfe to" the weftward, and em- 
ployed every engine to obtain intelligence of the enemy. He had not 
proceeded above twenty miles from Brierley’s ferry, before he had 
undoubted proofs, that the report which occafioned the order for the 
light troops to march was erroneous. The fecure Bate of Ninety Six, 
and the diftance of General Morgan, immediately prompted Tarleton 
to halt the troops under his command, as well to allow time for the 
junftion of the baggage of the different corps, which had been left on 
the ground when they firft decamped, as to give information to Earl 
Cornwallis of the lituation and force of Morgan, and to propofe ope- 
rations which required his fandion and concurrence. 

As Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton had been entruffed with the outline 
of the future campaign, he thought it incumbent on him to lay beforo 
his lordlhip, by letter, the probable accounts of Morgan’s (a.) force 
and defigns; the neceffity of waiting for the baggage of the light 
troops in their prefent fituation, as any future delay might prove a 
great inconvenience to the army; and the plan of operation which 
ffruck him as equally neceffary and advantageous for the King’s 
fervice. He reprefented the courfe to be taken, which fortunately 
correfponded with the fcheme of the campaign: He mentioned the 

(t).) In note F. (c.) In note F. (a.) In note G. 

E e 2 mode 
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CiiAF. IV^ mode (b.) of proceeding to be employed againfl General Morgan . He 
propofed the fame (c.) time, for the army and the light troops to 
commence their march : He explained the point (d.) to be attained by 

the main body :■ And he declared, that it fliould be his endeavour to 
pufli the enemy into that quarter, (e.) 

Earl Cornwallis approving the (a.) fnggefted operations, the light 
troops only waited for their baggage to proceed. Two hundred men 
of the 7th regiment, who were chiefly recruits, and defigned for the 
garrifon at Ninety -Six, and fifty dragoons of the 17th regiment, 

brought the waggons from Brierley’s to camp. On their arrival, 
Lieutoiant-colonel Tarleton croflbd Indian, and afterwards Dunken 
creek, though both were confiderably fwelled by a late fall of rain : 

He hourly received accounts of the increafe of Morgan’s corps, which 

Earl Corn- iiiduced him to requefl: Earl Cornwallis, who was moving on the eaft 
FrJm wyn-' of Broad rivcr, to give him permiffion to retain the 7th regiment, that 
nefcorongh. might be fooner prelfed over Broad river, or fome favour- 

able fituation obtained, whence great advantage might be derived from 
additional numbers : Having received leave to carry forwards the 7th 
regiment, he continued his courfe on the 1 2th to the weftward, in or- 
dcv to difcover the moft prafficable fords for the paflage of the Ennoree 
and Tyger, and that the infantry might avoid the inconveniencies. they 
had undergone in croffmg the other waters. An ufeful expedient 
was concealed under this apparent neceffity. In proportion to the ap? 
proach of the light troops to thefources of the rivers, and the progrefs 
of the main army to Eing’s mountain. General Morgan’s danger 
would increafc, rf he remained to the weftward of Broad river. The 




(b.) In note G. 
(e.) In note G. 


(c.) In note G. 
(a.) In note H. 


(d.) In note G» 
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Eatioree and Tyger were paffed on the 14th, above the Gherokee road, Chap. IV., 
and Tarleton obtained information in the evening that General Morgan 
guarded all the fords upon the Pacoll?. About the fame time Earl 
I Cornwallis advertifed Tarleton, that the main army (a.) had reached. 

• Bull’s run, and that General Leflie had furmounted the difficulties 

; which had hitherto retarded his march. At this crifis Lieutenant-co- 

lonel Tarleton afllired Earl Cornwallis that he would endeavour to pafs 
the Pacolet, purpofely to force General Morgan to retreat towards 
Broad river, and requefted his lordffiip to proceed up the eaftern bank) 
without delay, becaufe fuch a movement might perhaps admit of co- 
operation, and would undoubtedly Hop the retreat of the Americans. 

On the t5th circumftantlal intelligence was procured by Lieutenant- 
I colonel Tarleton of the different guards ftationed on the Pacolet. A 

march was commenced in the evening towards the iron works, which 
are fituated high upon the river ; but in the morning the courfe was 
altered, and the light troops fecured a paffage within fix miles of the- 
I enemy’s camp. As foon as the corps were affembled beyond the Pai- 

1' colet. Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton thought it advifable to advance to- 

t wards fome log houfes, formerly conftruded by Major Fergufon,. 

which lay midway between the Britifh and Americans, and were re-^ 
ported to be unoccupied by General Morgan. The neceffity and uti- 
lity of fuch a proceeding appeared fo ftrong, that feme dragoons and 
^ mounted infantry were fent with all poffible expedition to fecure. them, 

. left a fimilar opini-on fhouid ftrike the Araerlean commander, which 

! be produdtive of great inconvenience. Tarleton intended to 

t take poft, with his whole corps, behind the log houfes, and wait thsK 

motions- of the enemy; but a patroie difeovering that the. Americans-.. 

; ,(a.) In note I. 


were 
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Chap. iv. were decamped, the Britiih light troops were direfted to occupy their 
portion, becaufe it yielded a good poft, and afforded plenty of provi- 
fions, which they had left behMd them, half cooked, in every part of 
their encampment. 




Patroles and fpies were immediately difpatched to obferve the 
Americans : The dragoons were directed to follow the enemy till dark, 
and the other emiffaries to continue their inquiries till morning, if 
fome material incident did not Gccur :; Early in the night the patroles 
reported that General Morgan had ffruck into byways, tending towards 
Thickelie creekr A party of determined loyaliffs made an American 
colonel prifoner, %vho had cafualiy left the line of march, and con* 
dueled him to the Britifh camp -: The examination of the militia colo- 
nel, and other accounts foon afterwards received, evinced the propriety 
of hanging upon General Morgan’s rear, to impede the jundlion of re- 
inforcements, faid to be approaching, and likewife to prevent his paf* 
■fing Broad river without the knowledge of the light troops, who could 
perplex his defign, and call in the afliftance of the main army If ne« 
ceffity required. Other reports at midnight of a corps of mountaineers 
being upon the march from Green river, proved the exigency of mo- 
ving to watch the enemy clofely, in order to take advantage of any 
favourable opportunity that might offer. 


Accordingly, at three oMock in the morning on the 17th, the 
pickets being called in, the Britilh troops, under the command of 
Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, Were direded to follow the route the 
Americans had taken the preceding evening, and the baggage and wag- 
gons were ordered to remain upon their ground till daybreak, under 
the protedion of a detachment from each corps. Three companies of 
light infantry, fupported- by the legion infantry, formed the advance ; 

the 
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the 7th regiment, the guns, and the lil battalion of the 71ft, com- Chap.iT* 
pofed the center ; and the cavalry and mounted infantry brought up 
the rear. The ground which the Americans had pafled being broken, 
and much interfered by creeks and ravines, the march of the Britiih 
troops during the darknefs was exceedingly flow, on account of the 
time employed in examining the front and flanks as they proceeded.- 
Before dawn, Thickelle creek was palfed, when an advanced guard of 
cavalry was ordered to the front. The enemy’s patrole approaching, 
was purfued and overtaken Two troops of dragoons, under Captain 
Ogiivie, of the legion, were then ordered to reinforce the advanced ■ 
guard, and to harafs the rear of the enemy. The march had not con- 
tinued long in this manner, before the commanding officer in front re- 
ported that the American troops were halted and forming. The guides 
were immediately confulted relative to the ground wdrich General 
Morgan then occupied, and the country in his rear. Thefe people de-- 
fcrlbed both with great perfpicuity : They faid that the woods were 
open and free from fwamps ; that the part of Broad river, juft above 
the place where King’s creek joined the ftream^ was about fix miles- 
diftant from the enemy’s left flank, and. that the river, by making a-. 
curve to the weftward, ran parailer to their rear, . 

Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton hayihg attained a pofition, which 
he certainly might deem advantageous, oir account of the vulnerable 
fituation of the enemy, and the fuppofed vicinity of the two Britifli 
corps on the eaft and weft of Broad river, did not hefitate to undertake 
thofe meafures which the inftruiftions . of his commanding officer im-Aaion at the 
pofed, and his own judgement, under the prefent appearances, equally 
recommended. He ordered the legion dragoons to drive in the militia 
parties who covered the front, that General Morgan’s difpofition might' 
be conveniently and diftiniftly iufpedled. He difeovered that the Ame- 
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GHAf. iY. rican commander had formed a front line of about one thoufand mi- 
ditia, and had compofed his fecond line and referve of five hundred con- 
tinental light infantry, one hundred and twenty of Walhington’s ca- 
•valry, and three hundred back woodfraen. This accurate knowledge 
•being obtained, Tarleton defired the Britifli infantry to difencumber 
-themfelves of every thing, except their arms and ammunition: The 
light infiintry were then ordered to file to the right till they became 
equal to the flank of the American front line : The legion infantry 
were added to their left; and, under the fire of a three-pounder, this 
part of the Britifh troops was iuftruaed to advance within three hun- 
dred yards of the enemy. This fituation being aequired, the 7th re- 
giment was commanded to form upon the left of the legion infantry, 
and the other three-pounder was given to the right divifion of the 7th : 
A captain, with fifty dragoons, was placed on each flank of the coips, 
who formed the Britifh front line, to proted their own, and threaten 
the flanks of the enemy; The ift battalion of the 71ft was defired to 
extend a little to .the left of the 7th regiment, and to remain one hun- 
dred and fifty yards in the rear. This body of infantry, and near two 
hundred. cavalry, compofed the referve. During the execution of thefe 
arrangements, the animation of the officers and the alacrity of the fol- 
diers afforded the moll promlfing affurances of fuccefs. The difpofition 
being completed, the front line received orders to advance ; a fire from 
fome of the recruits of the 7th regiment was fupprefTed, and the 
troops moved on in as good a line as troops could move . at open files : 
The militia, after a fhort conteft, were diflodged, and the Britifh ap- 
proached the continentals. The fire on both fides was well fupportcd, 
and produced much flaughter : The cavalry on the right were direaed 
to charge the enemy’s left : They executed the order with great gallan- 
try, but were drove back by the fire of the referve, and by a charge of 
■Colonel Wafliington’s cavalry. 
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As the contefl: between the Britifli infantry in the front line and the Cha». IV* 
continentals Teemed equally balanced, neither retreating. Lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton thought the advance of the 71ft into line, and a 
movement of the cavalry in referve to threaten the enemy’s right flank, 
would put a vi£torious period to the adion. No time was lofl: in per- 
forming this manoeuvre. The 71ft were defired to pafs the 7th before 
they gave their fire, and were direded not to entangle their right flank 
with the left of the other battalion. The cavalry were ordered to in- 
cline to the left, and to form a line, which would embrace the whole of 
the enemy’s right flank. Upon the advance of the 71 ft, all the infantry 
again moved on : The continentals and back woodfmen gave ground t 
The Britifh rufhed forwards : An order was difpatched to the cavalry 
to charge : An unexpeded fire at this inftant from the Americans, who 
came about as they were retreating, flopped the Britiih, and threw 
them into confufion. Exertions to make them advance were ufelefs. 

The part of the cavalry which had not been engaged fell likewife into 
diforder, and an unaccountable panic extended itfelf along the whole 
line. The Americans, who before thought they had loft the aftion, 
taking advantage of the prefent fituation, advanced upon the Britilh 
troops, and augmented their aftonifliment. A general flight enfued, 

Tarleton fent diredions to his cavalry to form about four hundred, yards 
to the right of the enemy, in order to check them, whilft he endea- 
voured to rally the infantiy to prote£t the guns. The cavalry did not 
comply with the order, and the effort to colka the infantry was inef- 
fedual : Neither promifes nor threats could gain their attention ; they 
lurrendered or difperfed, and abandoned the guns to the artillery men, 
who defended them for fome time with exemplary refolutiou. In this 
laft ftage of defeat Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton made another ftruggie 
to bring his cavalry to the charge. The weight of fncli an attack 
might yet retrieve, the day, the enemy being much broken by theklatc 

^ ^ . rapid 
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€uap. IV. rapid advance’; but ail attempts to reftore order, recolleaio or cou- 
rage, proved fruitlefs. Above wo hundred dragoons forfook their 
leader, and left the field of battle. Fourteen officers and forty horfe- 
men were, however, not unmindful of their own reputation, or the 



The number of the killed and wounded, in the aaion at the Cow- 
pens, amounted to near three hundred on both fides, officers and men 
inclufive : This lofs was almofi; equally ffiared ; but the Americans 
took two pieces of cannon, the colours of the 7th regiment, and near 
four hundred prifoners. ^ 


A DIFFUSE comment upon this affair would be equally ufelefs and 
tirefome ; Two obfervations will be fufficient : One will contain the 
general circumftances which affeded the plan of the campaign, and 
the other the particular incidents of the adtion. It appears that Earl 
Cornwallis intended to invade North Carolina : Before his march com- 
menced, an irruption was made by the enemy into the wefiern part of 
South Carolina : In order to expel hoftility from that quarter, he di- 
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retSed Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton to proceed tvitli a corps, and “ piifla Cha?. IV. 
‘‘theeneniytotheutrnofl:;’’atthej||petimedefirmgtoknowifany 
movement o£ the main arnay would be ufeful. Tarleton, finding the 
Americans hot fo far advanced as was reported, halted his troops, that 
he might convey his opinion, by letter, to his commanding officer. 

He propofed that the army under Earl Cornwallis, and the corps of 
Ijight troops, fliould commence their march at the fame time for King’s 
mountain, and that he would endeavour to deftroy the enemy, or pufh . 
them over Broad river to that place. Earl Gornwallis replied, that 
I'aricton perfectly underftood his intention^. After three days move 
from Wynnelhorough, his lordfhip fent inteiiigenGe that General (I.) 

Lellie was retarded by the waters, and that he imagined the light 
troops mufi' be equally impeded. Tarleton fhortened his marches till 
he heard that the reinforcement was out of the fwamps, though he 
had more difficulties of that nature to ftruggie againfl than could poffi- 
hly be found between the Catawba and Bmad rivers : This delay being 
Qccafioned by General Leflie’s corps, rather aftoniihed him, becaufc 
the , troops pipder that officer’s .command were not mentioned in the fir ft 
propofd ; anji- if they were deemed neceflary for the combination, one 
forced march would have brought them from the banks of the Ca- 
tawba to the .middle road, which Earl Corawalils was then moving on, 
between the two great, r.ivej:s!, and wJierciio credb or waters could ob- 
ftruT their advance towards Tryonhounty. On the HthiEarl Corn- 
wallis informed Tarleton that Leflie had fiirmounted his difficulties, 

(a.) and that he imagined the enemy would not pals the Broad river, 
though it had fallen very much.: Tarleton then anfwered, that lie 
would try to crofs the Pacolet to force them,, and defired Earl Corn- 
W'allis to acquire as high a ftation as poffible, in order to flop their rc- 
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Chap. jy. treat. No letter, order, or intelligence, from head quarters, reached 
Tarleton after this reply, previ^ to the defeat on the 17th, and after 
that event he found Earl Cornwallis on Turkey creek, near twenty- 
£ve miles below the place where the aftion had happened. The dif- 
tance between Wynneiborough and King’s mountain, or Wynnelbo- 
rough and Little Broad river, which would have anfwered the fame 
purpofe, does not exceed fixty-five miles : Earl Cornwallis commenced 
his march on the 7th or 8th of January. It would be mortifying to 
defcribe the advantages that might have refulted from his lordfhip’s 
arrival at the concerted point, or to expatiate upon the calamities 
which were produced by this event. If an army is adling where no 
co-operation can take place, it is neceffary for the commander in chief 
to keep as near as poffible to his detachments, if fueh a proceeding does 
not interfere with a manoeuvre which in itfelf would decide the evenf 
of the campaign. A ileady adherence to that line of condud would 
prevent the misfortunes which detachments are liable to, or foften; 
their effedfcs. Earl Cornwallis might have conceived, that, by attend^ 
ing to the iituation of the enemy, and of the country, and by cover* 
ing his light troops, he would, in all probability, have alternately^ 
brought Generals Morgan and Greene into his power by eo-operative 
movements: He might alfo have concluded, that all his parties that* 
were beaten in the country, if they bad no corps to give them inftant 

i ■ 

fupport or refuge, muft be completely deftroyed. Many inftances of 
this nature occurred during the war. The fall of Fergufon was a re* 
cent and melancholy example : That cataftrophe put a period to the 
firft expedition into North Carolina and Hie afiair of the Cowpens? 
overfliadowed the commencement of the fecond.. 

The particular incidents relative to the aflion arife from an exa*» 
mination of the, ordqrs,^ the inarch, the comparativej fituation of Mor- 
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I gan and Tarleton, the difpofition, and the - defeat. The orders' were CHAP, lVi 

f pofitive. The march was difficultj^j| account of the number of 

creeks and' rivers ; and circuitous* m coufequence of fuch impedi- 
ments :• The Pacolet was paffed by ftratagem : The Araericans to 
avoid an afiion, left their camp, and marched all night : The ground 
I which General Morgan had chofen for the engagement, in order to 
©over his retreat to Broad river, was difadvantageous for the Ameri-* 
cans,, and convenient for the Britifh : An open ■ wood - was certainly as 
proper a place for adlion as Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton could defire ; ■ 

America does- not produce many more, fuitable to the. nature of the 
troops under his command. The fituation of the. enemy was delpp--< 
rate in cafe of misfortune ; an open country, and a river in their rear, 

^ muft have thrown them entirely into the power of a fuperior cavalry ; . 
whilft the light troops, in cafeofrepulfe, hadthe expe£tationof .a- 
neighbouring force to fMfoteft them from deftruftion. The diippfition 
was-planned with coolnefs, and executed without embarralTment. The • 
i defeat of the Britifh muft . be afcribed either to the bravery or good' 
eondud of.the American s .; 40 the ioofe manner of forming which had. 
always . been pradlifed by . the King’s troops in America ; or to feme • 

I unforefeen e.vent,. which may. throw terror into the moft difciplined 
feldiers, or counteradt the beft-concerted defigns.. The extreme exn 
tenfion of the files always expofed the Britifh' regiments and corps, 

, and wo(5 Id,, before this unfortunate affair., have been attended with-.. 

I detrimental effedl, had not themultiplicity of lines with which they, 
generally fought refcued them from fuch imminent danger. If infan-. 

' try who are formed very open, and only, two deep, meet with oppo- 
I lition, they can have no ftabllity : But when- they experience an un- - 

I expedted fhock, confufion , will enfue,. and .flight, .without immediate - 

fupport, muft be the inevitable confequence. Other circumftances, . 
perhaps, contributed to fo decifive a rout, which, if the military fyftem i 

2 i admitted 




Ca-iP. lY. admitted the fame judicious regulation as the naval, a court martial 
would, perhaps, have difclofe^jpPublic trials of commanding officers 
after unfortunate affairs, are as neceflary to one fervice as the other, 
and might, in fome inftances, be highly beneficial to the military pro- 



-feffion. Influenced by this idea. Lieutenant-colonel Tarle ton, fome 
days after the action, required Earl Cornwallis’s approbation of his 
proceedings, or his leave to retire till inquiry could be inftituted, to 
inveftlgate his condudl. The noble earl’s decided fupport of Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarleton’sinanagement of the Eing’s troops, previous 
to and during the aflion, is fully exprefled in a letter (L.) from his 
lordfhip. 


Above two hundred cavalry who .had fled to the main army, and 
feveral other fugitives, joined Lieutenant-colonel Tarle ton the day 
General Lef- after the a&ion, at Hamilton’s ford. Major-general Leflie’s corps 
Corwaiii.^^'^ marched into Earl Cornwaliis’s camp on the morning of the (a.) i8th: 

* The 19th, the army, wdth the cavalry on their left flank, moved 
towards King’s creek ; The 20th, Lveutenant-colonel Tarletoii was 
dire6:ed to pafs Broad river with the dragoons and the yagers, to ob- 
tain intelligence of' General Morgan, and to give protedlion to the 
fugitives who might yet have efcaped the power of the victorious 
Americans. He recrofied the river in the evening, having received 
information, that Morgan, foon after the adion, had quitted the field 
of battle, to pafs his corps and the prifoners at the high fords on Broad 
river, leaving the wounded under the protection of a flag of truce. 
This news induced Earl Cornwallis to crofs Buffaloe creek and Little 
Broad river, in hopes of intercepting General Morgan ; but the: cele- 
rity made ufe of by the Americans, after their unexpedecl advantage 


Purfult of 
■General Mo; 
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fit the Cowpens, enabled them to evade -hig lordlhip’s army, and Chap. i¥, 
reach (a.) the Catawba. Ill the raeai^^rje, General Greene appointed Morgan 

■' ' . ■ ifm . , palTes tiie Ca-- 

the eaftern bank of that river for the place of rendezvous of the tawba riTer.. 

militia, and to effedl a jundtion, if poffible, of the continentals. In 
order to complete his plan, he prepared to difpute the paffage of the 
Britifh, with General Morgan’s (b.) divifion and the militia, tiU tho- 
other corps of continentals could, by forced marches, reach the upper 
parts of North Garollna.. 


> The King’s troops, after their inefFedlual purfuit, pointed their 
courfe towards the Catawba : The train of waggons that now attended 
them met with great obftacles on the march, which conliderably im- 
peded the progrefs of the army. On the 25th, (b.) a halt was made 
at Ranfoure’s mills, for the purpofe of deftroying all the baggage and 
carriages, except fuch as were abfolutely neceffary. Earl Gornwallis 
reduced the fize and quantity of his own baggage, and this laudable 
example was followed by the general and other officers under his com- 
mand. After adopting this meafure, fo neceflary for the profecution 
of offcnfive operations, the army proceeded towards the Catawba, Pa- 
troles were difpatched to reconnoitre the neighbouring fords : Par- 
ties of continentals and militia were difeovered on the oppofite banks : 
Intelligence was likewlfe obtained of the arrival of General Greene,-, 
with an effort of American dragoons, at Beatty’s ford ; and, that his 
troops were advancing by rapid marches from the Pedee. The fitua- 
tion of the public fords rendering them formidable, inhabitants and 
Ipies were employed to difeover the Rate of the private pafl'es through 
the river, that the main column of the army might attempt fome 
place not ftrongly guarded, whilft a detachment, with great demou- 


(a.) In note N. 


(b.) In note N. 


(b.) In note R. 


Rration, 
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Chaffy. aratloa, oc^^^^ the attention of the Americans at the moft . fre- 


quented and fhalloweft part of the Catawba. 


On the evening of the 31ft of January, a large proportion of the 
King’s troops received orders to be in readinefs to march at one o’clock 
in the morning., and Colonel "W^ebfter was dire£fed to move at day- 
break, .with .the .33^> the fecond battalion of the 71ft, Hamilton s 
corps, the yagers, the fix pounders, and all the waggons, to Beatty’s 
ford. At the time appointed, Earl Cornwallis commanded the guides 
to condud him, with the principal part of the army (c.) and two 
three-pounders, to M‘Cowan’s, fix miles to the fouthward of the 
public ford. Owing to the intricacy of the roads, and the darknefs 
of the morning, one of the three pounders was overfet, and for fome 
time caufed a feparation of the 23^ t’egiment, the cavalry, and the 
artillerymen, from the main body. The brigade of guards, and the 
regiment of Bofe, reached the river before dawnj and it evidently 
appeared, by the fires on the oppofite bank, that a detachment of the 
enemy were ready to conteft the paflage. Brigadier-general O’Hara 
formed the guards into column, and direded them to move forwards. 
The King’s and approach .the Americans without firing. As foon as the light 
JhXtSba. company entered the water, fupported by the grenadiers and the two 
battalions, the enemy .commenced a galling and conftant fire, which 
was fieadily received by the guards, without being returned. The 
column advanced without the fmallefi: halt, though the foldiers were 

frequently above their middle in water ; and a rapid itream, upwards 

of five hundred yards wide, was paffed in the face of an enemy with 
great gallantry (d.) and refolution. Ehe attack of the light and gre- 
nadier companies, as foon as they reached the land, difperfed the 
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Americans, who left their leader, General Davidfon, dead upon the Chap. IV. 
■fpot, and about forty men killed ai|d wounded. Lieutenant-colonel 
Mali, of the light infantry, fell as he quitted the ftream. The guards 
had very few men killed, and only thirty-fix wounded, on this trying 
oecafion. 

The regiment of Bofe, the 23d, the three pounders, and the ca- 
valry, followed in fuccehion. When the paflage was completed, Earl 
Cornwallis diredled Lieutenant- colonel Tarleton (e.) to move forw'ards 
with his own corps and the 23d regiment, to attack the rear of the 
camp at Beatty’s, in cafe the Americans had not quitted that pofition : 

But as thatwas looked upon as the probable confequence of the firing 
at jM'Cowan's, upon finding the ford open for Colonel Webfier, he 
was intlrucled to make a patrole into the country, to gain intelligence 
of the enemy. The advanced dragoons foon brought fome prifoners 
to Tarleton, who informed him, that the different guards upon the 
fords had quitted the river, and were making a precipitate retreat. A 
heavy rain and bad roads preventing the progrefs of the infiuitry, the 
23d was pofied about five miles eaft from Beatty’s ford, on the main 
route leading to Saiifbury, and the purfuit was continued with the 
cavalry : They had not proceeded above three miles, when Tarleton 
gained intelligence, that the fugitives from the fords, and other par- 
ties of militia from the counties of Rohan and Mecklenburgh, were to 
affemble at two o’clock in the afternoon at Tarrant’s tavern. Al- 
though the report of the difiance and the numbers was contrary to his 
wiflies, he reflected, that the time was advantageous to make impref- 
iion upon the militia; that the weather, on account of a violent rain, 
was favourable .for the proje«fi ; and that a retreat was always p.ra<fl:i- 

* (e.) In note R. 
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Chap. IV. cable with a fuperior body of cavalry. Adluated by thele confidijia- 

rapM march, to approach the enemy : 

The militia were vigilant, and were prepared for an attack. In this 

critical fituation, Tarleton refolved to hazard one charge, ^and, if un- 
fuccefsful, to order a retreat : When at a proper diftance, he defired 
his foldiers to advance, and remember the Cowpens. Animated by this 
reproach, a furious onfet enfued ; They broke through the center 
svith irrefiftible velocity, killed near fifty on the fpot, wounded many 
in the purfuit, and difperfed above five hundred of the enemy. Small 
parties of dragoons were detached in every diredfion, to continue their 
confufion, and prevent their affembling : The remainder of the ca- 
valry halted at Tarrant’s. Seven men were killed and wounded, and 
twenty horfes fell, by the firft fire of the enemy. This exertion of 
the cavalry fueceeding the gallant aftion of the guards in the morning, 
diffufed fuch a terror among the (f.) inhabitants, that the Kings 
troops paired through the moft hoftile part of North Garolina without 
a Ihot from the militia. Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, on the returii 
of the detachments, fell back with his corps and fome prifoners, to- 

join the army, five miles from Beatty’s ford. 

Some papers belonging to Colonel Locke, who was killed in the 
late affair, difcovered General Greene’s folicitude (M.) for the allem- 
bllng of the militia. On his firft arrival in Mecklenburgh and Rohan,, 

he thought thofe counties would fupply force fufficient, with the aid 

of Morgan’s corps, to prevent the King’s troops palling the Catawba 4 
but if the inhabitants joined their affiftance after that event, he had 
full confidence in the ability of General Piekens,. to harafs and im- 
pede the progrels of the King’s troops, till he placed the diftrias be- 


(f.) In note R. 
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yond the Yadkin in a ftate of defence, by calling out their militia, and 
eftedting a junSion of the divided continentals. The defign of the 
American commander being in fome degree fruffcrated, Earl Goriiwal- 
lis proceeded with the royal army on the 2d of Febrbary, to endea- 
vour to render the whole abortive. He reached Salifbury on the 
4th, where fome emifl'aries informed him, that General Morgan was 
at the Trading ford, but had not paffed the river: Brigadier-general 
O’Hara was diredled to march to that place, with the guards, the 
regiment of Bofe, and the cavalry. Owing to rain, darknefs, and bad 
roads, the troops did not arrive at the Yadkin till near midnight. 
After a Ikirmifh (c.) it was dlfcovered that Morgan’s corps had crofled 
in the evening, leaving a detachment of riflemen to protedl fome wag- 
gons and ftores belonging to country people, who were flying with 
their efleris, to avoid tiie Britifh army. General O’Hara having made 
a fruitlefs (g.) effort to get pofieffion of the flats and large boats upon 
the river, took poll: with the infantry on the ground which com- 
manded the ford and the ferry, and fent back the cavalry to Salilbnry. 
A heavy rain fwelled the Yadkin the fucceeding day and night, and 
General Morgan remained on the eaftern bank, facing the Britifh 
troops. 

Earl Cornwallis finding that he could not attempt the Trading 
ford, on account of the advantageous pofition of the enemy and depth 
of the river, detached the cavalry, fupported by the 23d regiment, on 
the afternoon of the 6th, to reconnoitre Grant’s creek, and the coun- 
try beyond it. Some militia broke the bridge on the creek, but re- 
tired on the approach of the Britifh. As foon as the bridge was re- 
paired. Lieutenant -colonel Tarleton made a long patrole with the 
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cayalry, and finding no obftacles to impede the courfe of tlie main, 
army to the upper fords, and.no probability of oppofition in croffing, 
the Yadkin above the forks, he returned' towards his infantry, and 
fent a written report of his difG-overies to Salilbuiy. On this news, 

Earl Cornwallis direaed General O’Hara to quit his pofition at the 

Trading ford, and return to head quarters ; which being accomplifhed,.. 
the royal army marched from Salilhury, and pafled the difFerent creeks 
on the road to the ihallow fords, where they croffed the Yadkin,, and' 

entered the Moravian fettiement. 

The mild and hofpltable difpofition of the inhabitants, being affifted. 
bv the well-cultivated and fruitful plantations in. their poffeffion, at- 
forded abundant and feafonable fuppHes to the King’s troops during 
their pafiage through this diftrid. Earl Cornwallis, wifiriing to in- 
tercept the Americans, and force them to adlion to the fouthwaid of 
the Roanoke, proceeded from Salem towards the head of Haw river, 
and on his march gained intelligence of their having compofed a for- 
midable (d.) corps of light troops, coulifilng of Lee’s, Bland’s,, and 
Wafliington’s cavalry, the continental light infantry, and fo me rifle- 
men, i^ order to watch his motions, and retard his progiefs, whilfi: 
General Greene removed the {lores and heavy baggage of the conti- 
nental army into Virginia, and hafteued the remainder of his troops to 
the river Dan, on the frontier of that province. At the crofs roads, 
near the Reedy fork, the advanced guard of the Britifli light troops 
was attacked by Colonel I^ee’s dragoons, who were repiilfed with 
fome lofs ; but an officer of the advanced guard continuing the purluit 
too fir, was made prifoner, with three of his followers. The bridge 
on Reedy fork being broken down, retarded for fome hours the ad- 


pi 
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vaiice of Earl Cornwallis, who afterwards croffed Troiibiefome creek, 
and perfevered in the direftion to the high fords of the Dan. On 
the road many Ikirmi flies took place between the Britifli and the Ame- 
rican light troops, without great lofs to either party, or any impedi- 
ment to the progrefs of the main body. Gwing to an excellent dii- 
pofition, which was attended with fome fortunate contingencies, Gfene- 
ral Greene pafl'ed the whole army over the river Dan on the 14th, 
near Country-line creek, without their receiving any material detri- 
ment from the King’s troops. Every meafure of the Americans, du- 
ring their march from the Catawba to Virginia, was judicloufly de- 
figned and vigoroufly executed. The Britifli proceeded without inter- 
miflion to Boyd’s ferry, (h.) where they found fome w'orks evacuated, 
which had been conftrufted to cover the retreat of the enemy, who 
fix liours before had finlflied their paffage, and were then encamped on 
the oppolite bank. 

The continentals being chafed out of North Garolma, and the 
militia being awed and impeded from colleditng, Earl Cornwallis 
thought the opportunity favourable for affembling the King’s friends. 
With this intention he retired from the Dan, and proceeded by eafy 
inarches towards Hilifborough, the capital of the province. On this 
movement the King’s troops gradually recovered from the fiitigue they 
had undergone on the late march, which they had borne with exem- 
plary patience and fortitude. Earl Gornwallis, on his arrival at 
Hilifborough, publiflied a proclamation, (O.) inviting all iGyai fubjeds 
to repair to the King’s ftandard, (i.) and to take an adive part in 
aflifting him to reftore order and eonftitutional government. 
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y'l Chap. IV. DURING thefe operations. Generals Sumpter and Marion endea- 
I voured to diflurb the communications, and excite infurredlions, in 

fi; South Carolina. Lord Rawdou immediatelj fuppreffed all the ene- 

my’s attempts within his reach. A body of continentals, under Colo- 
nel Lee, had met with fome fuccefs on the extremity of the eaftern 
f border, where the garrifon of George town were furprifed : But this 
liL part of the frontier was relieved by the recall of the continentals to the 

|'|; northward, and George town was again occupied by the Britifh. 

I ^ 

II l! Previous to the movement of the royal army from Wynnelbo- 

rough, Earl Cornwallis inftrufted Lieutenant-colGnel Balfour, to fend 
a detachment from Charles town, under the convoy of a naval force, 
to take poffeflion of Wilmington, in North Carolina. Information 
was received about this time, that Major Craig, of the Sad, with the 
flank companies of his regiment, and two hundred men, had pro- 
ceeded up Cape-Fear river with military fupplies, and had fortified 
himfelf in that poft. From Hillfborough, Earl Cornwallis opened 
Gorrefpondence with Wilmington, and defired the officer commanding 
at that place to report to him the ftate of the country in his neigh- 
bourhood, and to gather as early and complete information as poffible, 
of the pradllcability of eftabliffiing' a water communication between 
his garrifon and Crofs creek. 


Soon after the King's fliandard was eredted at Hillfborough, many 
liundred inhabitants of the furrounding diftrldts rode into the Bri- 
tiih camp, to talk over the proclamation, inquire the news of the day, 
and take a view of the King’s troops. The generality of thefe vifi- 
tants feemed defirous of peace, but averfe to every exertion that might 
tend to procure it. They acknowledged the continentals were chafed 
out of the province ; but they declared, they foon expeded them to re- 
turn. 
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turn, and the dread of violence and perfecution prevented their taking Chap. IV, 
a decided part in a caufe which yet appeared dangerous. Some of the 
moft zealous profeflbrs of attachment, who were denominated torie?, 
from having publicly avowed their fentimeats, promifed to raife 
corps and regiments for the King’s fervice ; bur their followers and 
dependents protefting againft military reftraint and fubordination, 
numbers were never found to complete their eflablifhmeiits. Another 
circumftance deferves mention, which undoubtedly had material influ- 
ence at this period. Owing to a variety of caufes, the King’s troops 
had never made any ferious effort to affift the well affefled in North 
Garolina fince the commencement of the war. The length of time 
that had elapfed fince Governor Martin quitted the province, and the 
variety of calamities which had attended the exertions of the loyalifts,. 
had not only reduced their numbers and weakened their attachment, 
but had confirmed the power and fnperiority of the adverfe party, and 
had occafioned a general depreffion in the King’s friends, which would 
not eafily have been fliaken ofl'in the moft profperous times, and there- 
fore was not likely to be warmed into adllon with the prefent appear- 
ance of public affairs. ' 


Notwithstanding the indifference or the terror of the loyalifts 
was vifible at Hlllfborough, Earl Cornwallis entertained hopes of re- 
ceiving reinforcements from the inhabitants between the Haw and the 
Deep river. On the 23d (k.) Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton was de- 
tached with two hundred cavalry, one hundred and fifty men of Co- 
lonel Webfter’s brigade, and one hundred yagers, to give countenance 
to the friends of government in that diftridl : A family of the name of 
Pyle had made preparation for an infurrediion in that quarter, and had; 


(k.) In note Ri. 
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lY. communicated their intentions to Earl Coruwaliis, who allured them 
that a Britifli force fllould be fent to give them protedlion vvh lift they 
airembled, and at the fame time requefted them to march to Hillfbo" 
rough, or to Lieutenaut-colonel Tarleton’s corps, as foon as they had 
collected a body. On the 24th the Brkifli detachment palled the Haw, 
and difperfed a party of American ihilitia, who had united to coun- 
teract the intentions of the loyalills. Tarleton was told by the pri- 
foners, that a continental force was expeCted in the neighbourhood, 
■which intelligence induced him to lend to the Pyles to join him with- 
out delay. In the courfe of the day particular and authentic in torma- 
tion was obtained of Colonel Lee’s cavalry having palfed Haw river 
to meet a corps of mountaineers under Colonel Prefton, for the purpnfc 
of intimidating or difperling the King’s friends. This report made 
Tarleton repeat his orders to the Pyles for an Inftant junction of the 
numbers already alTembled, that he might proceed againll: either Lee or 
Prellon before they united. Spies were fent to gain intelligence of 
both, and fome fatisfadory accounts had arrived, w'heii 'feveral wounded 
loyalills entered the Britilh camp, and complained to Tarleton of the 
cruelty of his dragoons. Though the accufation was erroneous, their 
fulFerings were evident, and the caufe from whence they proceeded was 
foon afterwards difeovered. Colonel Pyle, and two hundred of his 
followers, being all equally ignorant of the culloms of war, had not 
complied with the orders they received, and though forewarned 
of their danger, thought fit to pay vilks to their kindred and ac- 
quaintance before they repaired to the Britilh camp; Infpired by 
whilkej and the novelty of their fituation, they unfortunately pro- 
longed their excurfions, till, meeting a detachment of dragoons, whom 
they fuppofed to be Britilh, they received a fierce and unexpedled at- 
tack, in anfwer to their amicable falutatioii of “ God fave the King,” 
and many of them experienced inhuman barbarity ; when difeovering 

\ ^ I their 


SOUTHEllN PROVINCES OF NORTH AMERICA. 233 

their mlftake, they fuppiicated for mercy. Patroles were feat out to Chap. IV. 
learn the courfe the American dragoons had taken after this event, and 
affiftance was difpatched to the wounded loyaiifts. After dark informa- 
tion was procured of the diftance and poiition of the mountaineers; 
and when the Britilh troops were under arms at midnight, to proceed 
towards their encampment, an exp refs arrived from Earl Cornwallis 
with an order (P.) for Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton’s return to Hillf- 
borough. 

The exertion made by the noble Earl to call forth the loyalifts in 
North Carolina, fince the abfence of the continental army, had excited 
the attention of General Greene, who endeavoured to oblbruft the de- 
fgn, by privately employing the adive emiflaries of his party, till he 
had colledted a fufiicient force to venture over the Dan, and give public 
fupport to the American caufe. The report of his advance foon made General 

Greene re- - 

the luke-warm friends abandon the Britifh camp, and prompted the 

Cornwallis to call in his detachments. The exprefs from head quar- 
ters obliged Tarleton to forego his enterprife, and return immediately 
to the general, who had taken a new pofition out of the town, on the 
banks of the river Eno. The American commander, though coiifi- - 
derably reinforced by ftate troops, by back wood fmen, and by militia, , 
did not intend to approach and offer battle to the King’s troops in the • 
prefent fituation of the two armies,. His plan was not to venture upon 
aftion without manifeft fuperiorlty and advantage ; but to keep alive 
the courage of his party, to deprefs that of the loyalifts, to wait for 
the additional affiftance which he expefted, and to harafs the foragers : 
and detachments of the Britifli. 
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' J Earl Coni- 

. willis paiies 
■ ; ' . Haw river. 




Although the King’s flandard had been eredled at Hilliborough, 
and the loyalifts of North Carolina invited to repair to it, Earl Corn- 
wallis did not deem it judicious (1.) to remain long in that fituation 
after General Greene returned from Virginia. On the 26th the royal 
army marched by the left, paffed through Hilliborough, and pointed 
their courfe towards the Haw. The fruitfulnefs of the country, and 
the protedlion of a body of the King’s friends, fuppofed to refide in 
•that diftrict, were the reafons affigned for this ^ movement. The Haw 
was paffed on the 27th, and the King’s troops took pofl near Allamance 
creek and Stinking quarter. If General Greene loft the confidence of 
his friends by quitting North Carolina when purfued by a fuperior 
force, Earl Cornwallis likewife relinquifhed his claim to the fuperiority 
of the Britifh arms by abandoning Hilliborough upon the return of the 
American general into the province ; and undoubtedly both officers 
from this period placed their future hopes in their own military con- 
dudb, and reibed the event of the campaign upon the operations of their 
relpedtive armies. 



As foon as General Greene was informed of the pofitlon of the main 
body of the King’s troops near Allamance, and that their advanced 
guard extended a little way towards Deep river, he crolled the Haw 
near Its fource, and took poll between Troublefome creek and Reedy 
fork. The two armies did not long remain in this fituation. The 
Britifh cavalry were ordered on the 2d of March to forage about three 
miles in front of their encampment. Captain Hovfenden, of the le- 
gion, who commanded the covering party, obferving fome of the Ame- 
rican dragoons in the neighbourhood of the plantations where he was 
cdiredled to collect forage, rode .forwards to examine more clofely ; 







it 


.when. 
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when, perceiving the enemy’s infantry, he difpatched the foragers to CnAr.IV. 
camp witho'Jt their burdens, and, on his return, reported the clrcum- 
fiances he had difcovered. This intelligence induced Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Tar leton to make a patrole with his whole corps, which confifted 
of the cavalry, a few mounted infantry, the light company of the 
guards, and one hundred and fifty men of Colonel Webfler’s brigade, 
after having conveyed to Earl Cornwallis, by exprefs, his reafon for 
fuch a proceeding. The approach to the ground where the enemy 
were defcribed to have been feen proving unfit for the operations of ca- 
valry, Tarletondirefted the infantry to form the advance, and to ex- 
plore the thick woods upon the flanks with great attention. The light . 
company of the guards, commanded by Captain Dundafs, led the co- 
lumn, the Infmtry of the line followed the guards, and the cavalry 
brought up the foragers in the rear, till the country would allow the 
dragoons to move on to the front. When the Britifh drew. near to the 
plantations which were to furnifli the forage, a heavy fire from fome 
thickets on each fide of the road difcqvered the fituation of the enemy. 

The guards formed with their ufuaLalacrity^j and Captain Ingram, ofSkirmffli'- 
the 33d regimeiit^ who cofiHBaiKied the hundred aiid fifty men. of Web- mance, . 
filer’s brigade, was direfled to drefs his left by their right, whilfi the 
cavalry moved to his right, where the country appeared mofi favourable 
for their exertions. The gallantry of. the Brltifli troops, after a fihort 
conflifi, diflodged and dlfperfed a corps of eight hundred men, com- 
pofed of Lee’s legion, Wafhingtou’s dragoons, and Prefion’s back- 
woodfmen. The lofs of the Aniericans was confined principally to 
the woodfmen ; the continentals retreated early, and did not wait the 
charge of the Britifh dragoons, .who were much impeded in their ad- ' 

vance by a thick wood and high rails, .which prevented the adion from ^ 
being more general and decifive. . 
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Ch/vp. IV. The pnrfult reftrained on account of the various roads by which 
the eueitiy’s cavalry could efcape, and In confequence of the report of 
prifoners, w^ho acknowledged that General Greene was moving with 
the American army to the fouthward of the Reedy fork, ThGugh the 
continentals fufFered little in this affair, numbers of the riflemen were 
killed and wounded ; and being abandoned by their cavalry, the reft 
were totally difperfed. The lofsof the Britifli amounted to one officer 
wounded, and twenty men killed and wounded, which fell principally 
upon the guards. During the time that the dragoons were colledling 
their trufles, an exprefs was fent to Earl Cornwallis to advife him of 
the movement of the enemy ; and the forage being completed, the 
' ' light troops fell back to their former encampment ; where they found 
Major De Buy, with the yagers, the regiment of Bofe, and two pieces 
of cannon, Earl Cornwallis having advanced this fupport as foonas he 
heard the mufketry in front. 

The next morning Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton was diredfed to move 
a corps, confifting of two hundred cavalry, the light company of the 
guards, eighty yagers, one hundred and fifty men of Webfter’s bri- 
gade, two fix-pounders, and the regiment of Bofe, fix miles to the 
front of the Britifh army, into the neighbourhood of the enemy. He 
chofe a ftrong poft for his numbers. The intermediate country was 
foraged during the day : In the evening Tarleton was defired, to main- 
tain his pofitiou till morning, unlefs he found that he was likely to be 
attacked by a force too con fide r able to refift : The advanced poft, in 
this delicate and ticklifh fituation, was felt all night by the enemy, and 
the patroles were frequently driven in. The forage being completed, 
Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton withdrew, and joined the army in the 
morning. 

* About 
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About this period Earl Corawallis and General Greeue entered into 
correfpondence for the exchange of prifoners belonging to the fouthern 
arnaies. Captain Brodrick, who was empowered to treat by the for- 
mer, on account of fome difficulties which arofe, could not bring the 
bufinefs to a conclulion : It dropped for forae time ; and being after- 
wards revived, was finiflred by Captain Cornwallis, on the part of the 
Britiffi, and Colonel Carrington as agent for the Americans, when the 
cuftomary tariff was fgned, and accordingly executed. 

On the 5th information was conveyed to head quarters of the prin- 
cipal part of General Greene’s army being iituated near Guildford 
court houfe, and that the light troops and militia extended down Reedy 
fork and towards the Haw river, to proted the country, and guard the 
communications with Virginia, and the upper parts of North Carolina. 

Several reports confirming the validity of this intelligence, Earl Corn- 
wallis determined to move the next day to difturb the enemy’s (a.) 
communications, and derange their projeds. (m.) Early in the morn- 
ing he pafl'ed the Allamance : The light troops led the column, fup- 
ported by Colonel Webfter’s brigade ; The regiment of Bofe was fol- 
lowed by the brigade of guards ; and Hamilton’s corps, with the wag- 
gons, brought up the rear. The Britiffi. dragoons foon pu died Colonel 
Lee’s cavalry from their advanced fituation : They retired to Wetzeli’s 
mill on the Reedy fork : Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton difeovered the 
cneroy to be in force at that place, and reported the circumffance to 
Earl Cornwallis, who diredled Colonel Webfter to form his brigade 
into line with the light company of the guards and the yagers. This 
difpofition being made, the frpnt line advanced, the reft of the King’s 
troops remaining in column. The enemy did not oppofe the right Affair at Wet- 

seirs mill. 


(a,) In note Q. (m.) In note R, 
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CiiAr. IV. wu>g of the Bntifli fo ifeadilj as- the left: The 2jd and 71ft moved 
forwards to the creek without any great impediment ; and the ardent 
bravery of the 33d and the light company of the guards foon diflodged 
them from their ftrong pofition. The infantry mounted the hhl above 
the creek, and dlfperfed the Americans fo effedually, that the cavalry 
could only collect a few ftragglers from the woods in front. The mi- 
litia who guarded this pafs had upwards of one hundred men killed, 
wounded, and taken. The killed and wounded of the Britilh araounteT 
to about thirty. 

If the defign had been Completed with the fame energy with which 

' it was commenced, the happieft confequences might have refultedfronif 

it. An immediate movement, of the King’s- troops aerofs - High-rock 
ford might, at this period, have produeed var;ou&- and decifive events.. 
Such- a’ manoeuvre (,b.)’ might have intercepted the American ftores and 
reinforcements, then approaching from Hillfborough and V^irginia j 
might have interrupted the retreat of the American army, or forced.' 
the continentals to hazard' an adlion without" the affilfance of their 
eighteen-months men- and; militia. The- news of Earl Cornwallis’s , 
march made General Greene dfecamp precipitately, in order to proceed 
towards the Haw for the protection- of his (c.) {lores and reinforce* 
inents : Intelligence was obtained of this cLrcumflance: by the exprefs 
falling into tlie hands of 'a Britifh. legion dragoon j who condudted him 
to Earl Cornwallis with-his-dhpatches. But notwithflandtng thefe 
weighty eonfiderations, if was ftrenuoufly urged to his lordfhip, that a 
move towards Deep river would cover the King’ sTrieuds, and that the 
army had not fufficient provifions to proceed into the country beyond 
the Haw. In vain was -it reprefented that the. Britilh troops could never , 


(k.) In note Qj 
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expe£l: great affiftance from the loyalifts till they had deftroyed Greene, Chap. IV, 

and acquired a marked fuperiority of arms ; that the prefent enterprife 

was momentous, and happily commenced ; and that vigorous exertions 

for forty-eight hours would procure favourable opportunities of taking 

all the {lores of the Americans, beating their army in detail, and fee u- 

ring the event of the campaign. 


The performance of thefe operations, which would probably have 
averted many of the fubfequent calamities, was not, however, under- 
taken, and an order was given for the King’s troops to incline to the 
weft ward : They accordingly moved in a fouth-weftdireilion for a few 
days, whilft General Greene (d.) connecled, without moleftatlon, his 
militia, his eighteen-months men, and his continentals ; wdien he ad- 
vanced towards a good pofition over Reedy fork with an army of feven 
thoufand men, and puihed forwards his light troops to attack the reru' 
of the Britifti as they crofted a branch of Deep river: The legion dra- Earl Com- 

goons r?puiled the enemy s detachment with fome lofs, and the royal '’'■anch of 
, , , , ■ Deep river, 

army encamped on the 13th at the Quakers’ meeting houfe, 

(d.) In note Q. 
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N O T E S 

T O T H E 

F O U R T H G H A P T E R. 


(NOTE A. ) 


Extrabi, ---From Earl Cornwallh to Major-general Lejlle, dated camp Notes to the 
IVynneJbgroughy Nov. izth, 1780. Chapter. 

WT 

W e will then give our friends in North Carolina a fair trial : If 
they behave like men, it may be of the greateft advantage to the af- 
fairs of Britain ; if they are as - — - as our friends to the fouthward, 
we muft leave them to their fate, and fecure what we have got. 


(NOTE B. ) 

Extract, — From Earl Cornwallis to Eleutenant-colonel ’Farletotiy dated 
Wynnejborougby Dec. i%thy I'jZo. 


I F you had not moved yefterday, Rinlock would have in- 
formed you that Lefiie’s fleet came over the bar on Thurfday laft, all 
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Notes to the Well, and not a Angle miffing ftiip ; they will begin, their march, I 
Spter. believe, this day. I expeft Balfour here to-morrow or Wednefday. 
Lord Rawdon has received intelligence, which, however, he does not 
credit, that Morgan’s corps and the cavalry had paffed the Catawba. 
I have fent out every body I could engage to go; but the friends 
hereabout are fo timid, and f%A;upid, that I can get no intelligence. 

I APPREHEND we muft firft diflodge Lacey, &c. from Turkey 
creek, and then march up the weft fide of Catawba to fome of the 
fords above the Tuckafeege, I wiffi you would take pains to inform 
yourfelf as thoroughly as poffible of the ftate of the roads, (a.) pro- 
vifions, forage, mills, &g. I have a good account of our recruits, in 
general, and hope to march from hence three thoufand five hundred 
fighting men, leaving thofe I mentioned to you on the frontiers. 

I TRUST you will make every poffible ffiift rather than go much 
farther back, as I ffiould then be uneafy about Mc Arthur ; and as foon 
as you have been able to get information about the country, I ihould 
be glad to fee you, to talk over our march. 



(N O T E C ) 

^xtraSi. ’—‘ From Major-general Fejlle to Lord George Germain^ dated 
Charles towny Dec, igtb, 1780. 

I DID myfelf thfe honour of writing to your lordffiip at fea, on 
board the Romulus, the 27th ult. From hard gales and contrary 
winds, we did not get here before the 13th inftant. The troops are 
all arrived in great health : We met with no lofs except our horfes. 
. Com- 
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Gommodore Gayton paid ihe greatcft attention in keeping his fleet Notes to the 
together, and difpoflng of his light armed veffels for the protedlon of Ch°apS. 
the tranfports, I found orders here to march up the country with 
about one thoufand five hundred and thirty men, to join Lord Corn- 
wallis as foon as poffible; The want of horfes and waggons prevented 
me proceeding on my march until this day. 


I ( N O T E D. ) 

j Copy.-— From Earl Cornwallis to Lieutenant-colonel Tarkion^ dated 

( . PFynneJbor ought T)ec. % 6 tht 1780, 

03 * A M A N came this morning from Charlotte town ; his fide- 
lity is, however, very doubtful; he fays, that Greene marched on 
Wednefday laft towards the CherawSj to join General Cafwall, and 
that Morgan, with his infantry and one hundred and twenty-four of 
Walhington’s light horfe, crofled Biggar’s ferry, on Thurfday and 
, Friday laft, to join Lacey. I expedt more certain intelligence befarre 

I night, when you fliall hear again from me. 



(NOTE E. ) 


, Copy. — From Earl Cornwallis to Lieutenant-colonel L’arletont dated 
JVynneJhor ought Ttec. iy%o. 


5^1* Dear Tarleton, 

I SEND you the reports of the day. Firfl, Morgan and Waflbing- 
. ton have pafied Broad river ; fecondly, a brig from York fays, that 
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Notes to the a pacTset had arrived there from England, and that accounts were 
Chapter, brought, that fix regiments were under orders for embarkation, ^^- 
pofed tQ be deftined for Carolina; thirdly, and the worft report of all, 
if true, that one thoufand French are got into Cape Fear, who will 
probably fortify themfelves at Wilmington, and flop our water com- 
munication with Charles town for provifxons ; fourthly, that an em- 
barkation was taking place, under General Phillips, from New York, 
faid to be deftined for the Chefapeak. 

Lord Rawdon mentions, that by a letter from M‘Kinnon to Eng- 
land, he is afraid that the accoutrements for the 1 7th dragoons are 
' coming up by the flow procefs of General Leflie’s corps. Try to get 

(a.) all poflible intelligence of Morgan. 


Your’s very fincerely, 

CORNWALLIS. 


Lieut* Col. Tarleton. 


(NOTE F.) 

Copy, -- From Earl CornwaUis io hkutenant- colonel 'Tarleton, 
Wynnejborough, yan, %d, 1780, feven o' clock A. M.'^ 


St* Dear Tarleton, 

I SENT Haldane (a.) to you lafl: night, to defire you would pafs 
Broad river, with the legion and the firft battalion of the 71ft, as foon 
as poflible. If Morgan is ftill at Williams’, or any where within 
your reach, I Ihould wifti you to pufli him to the utmofl : I have not 


* This letter was niifdated by miftake, being written on the 2d of January, 1781. 

heard, 
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heard, except from M‘Arthur, of his having cannon ; nor would I Notes to 

. ^ FourtH 

believe it, iralefs he has it from very good authority : It is, however, Chapter, 
poffible, and Ninety Six is of fo much confequence, that no time is to 
be loft. 

Your’s fincerely, 

CORNWALLLS. 

Let me know if you think that the moving the whole, or any 
part of my (g.) corps, can be of ufe.. 




(NOTE. G.) 

' 

ExtraSi, — From Lieutenant-colonel Farkton to Earl Cornwallis, dated 

Broohs'*, Jan. e^th, 1781, ’ 

■ ’ . ' ' . i 

, ■■■■■■■',■ !) 

ftl* MORGAN, with upwards of one thoufand two hundred men, , j 

being on this fide Broad river, to threaten Ninety Six, and evade your I 

lordftiip’s army whenever you may move, I beg leave to offer my 5 

opinion how his defign may be prevented.. ;! 

I MUST draw my baggage, the yjft and legion’s are depofited at my | 

old camp, to me. I wiih it to be efcorted by the 17th light dra» ; 

goons, for whom horfes are ready ; by the yagers,, if to be. fpared I 

and by the, 7th regiment. The 7th I- will fend, as foon as 1 reach, 

Enuoree, with the field piece, to Ninety Six. My encampment is 
now twenty miles from Brierley’s, in a plentiful forage country, and. 

I can lay in four days flour for a move. 



1 34 ^^^ CAMPAIGNS OF I780 AND 1781 IN THE 

'.r the'' - When I advance, I muft either deftroy Morgan’s (b.) corps, or 
C^hapter. pufh it before me over Broad river, towards Kiiog’s (e.) mountain. The 
'I advance of the army fhould commence (when yonr lordfhip orders this 

(c.) corps to move) onwards for King’s (d.) mountain. Frequent com- 
I munication by letter can pafs the Broad river. I feel myfelf bold in 

offering my ojSnion, as it flows from zeal for the public fervice, and 
well-grounded inquiry concerning the enemy’s defigns and operations. 

I HAVE diredted Captain M‘Pherfon, the bearer of this letter, who 
> is going on the recruiting fervice, to deliver a letter to Lieutenant 

Munroe, whom I left at my camp, to bring up my baggage, but no 
^ women. 


I 


11 


If your lordfhip approves of this plan, Captain M'Pherfon may give 
my order to Lieutenant .Monroe to effort to me three puncheons of 
rum, and fome fait ; and, upon their arrival, I will move. 


(NOT E H.) 


Co^y. — Prom Pafl Cofmvallis to tJeutenanUcoionet 'Tarleton, dated 
JVynneJborough^ January ty%iy eight o’clock P. M. 


^ Dear TarLetoN, 

SINCE I wrote to you this morniiig, 1 received yours i dated yef- 
terday, two P. M. You have exadlly done what 1 wilhed you to do^ 
and underflood my (a.) intentions perfedlly. Left my letter of this 
morning fhould mifearry, I repeat the m'ojft material paragraph. 


Your 




i 



* Your baggage is ordered to Brierlej’s, wnder care of feventh regt- Notes to tte 
• • • • V • • • • . . • « . * • • • ♦ • • • . • • • • Fourtli 

ment. I propofe marchiog on Sunday, ■ Chapter, 

V Yours fincerely, 

CORNWALLIS. 

Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, 

Copy. From Marl Cornwallis to Lieutenant-colonel Tarkton^ dated' 

M^AliJler's^ January %thi 1781.. 

Dear Tarleton, 

I H A VE juft received yours, 7th January, three o’clock P. M. 

I fliall remain here to-morrow, march to crofs roads on Wednefday, 

« • # « »' « #')»•« • t m 0- m • • # 0 • « « « t'ls-' 

halt Thurfday, and reach Bullock’ s-creek meeting houfe Saturday, 

I HAVE no news. 

Yours very fincerely, ■ 

eORNWALLIS; 

Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, 

Copy. — From Farl Cornwallis to Lieutenant'- colonel Farleiony dated- 
M^AliJier'Sf January 9, 1781, three P. M,- 

33* Dear Tarleton,. 

NOTHING new lince yefterday ; fome of Wafhingtou’s cavalry,, 
who had been efcorting prifoners to Charlotte town, returned over 

* It is neceflary to inform the reader, that all words or lines in Lord Cornwallis’s fub- 
fecjuent letters, that have thefe marks . « , . . under them, . are in the originals in cypher; 


Broad 




I 
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Notesto tlie Broad river. I have taken every means in my power to findout Mor- 
Chapter. gan’s movements, and whether he repaffes Broad river. 

I RECEIVED yours January 8th. . 


Yours very fincerely, 

CORNWALLIS. 


Lieiltenant -colonel Tarleton. 


(NOTE I. ) 

Copy, — From Farl Convwallh to Lteutenant~csIonel tarleton, dated, 
M^Allfier's, January i iih, I 78 i» F\M. 

m ■ \ . 

gj* Dear Tarleton, 

I RECEIVED yours laft night, of the 9th, four P. M. I fear 
the waters have been much more fwelled fince you wrote it. At pre- 

fent I think I fhall move Saturday to crofs roads. I can hear nothing 
of Morgan ; they fay there are fevejal ferries high up Broad river 
where he may pafs, particularly Talbot’s ferry. Leflie is much re- 
tarded by the waters. . 

Yours fincerely, 

CORNWALLIS. 

Extras, — - From Earl Cornwallis to Lieutenant-colonel 'Tarkton<, dated 
Bull runy January I'jZi. 

^ LESLIE is at laft (a.) out of the fwamps.' 




V 

f 


% 


I HAVE 
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I HAVE not heard of Morgan’s moving; but conclude he will iiotNo^toAe 


crofs Broad river : I hear it has fallen very much. 


Chapter^ 


(NOTE K.) 

MxtraSi. — From Earl CernuoaUk to Lord George Girmainf dated ■ 

Jolt, iZf 

Mr Lord,'. . 

L T H I N K it neceflary to tranfmit to your lordfliip a copy of my 
letter to Sir Henry Clinton, left the exaggerated accounts from the re- 
bels Ihould reach Europe before your lordlhip could hear from New 
York. 1 lhall only fay^ in addition to what, I bave faid to Sir Henry 
Clinton, that this event- was extremely unexpefted ; for the greateft 
part of the troops that were engaged, had, upon all former oecaftons* 
behaved with the moft diftinguilhed gallantry.. 


E^iraB,-~.Frbm Earl Comwallk to Sir Henry Clinioni dated cmip on 
"furkey {zl) creeky Broad rherf 

I N my letter of the 6th of this month I had the honour to- inform- 
your excellency, that 1 was ready to begin my march for North Caro* 
lina, having been delayed feme days by a diverfion made by the enemy 
towards Ninety Six. General Morgan ftiU remained on the Pacolct ; 
his corps, by the.bcft accountsIcQuld get, confifted of about; five hun- 
dred men, contiiwntai and Virginia .ftate. troops^ .and .one hundred 

K k cavalry 







. CAMPAIGHS OF 1780 AND 1 781 IN THS 

Notes to die cavalry under' ColoDcl Wafhington, and fix or feven hundred militra : 
Ciuiptcr. But that body h fo Suauating, that it is impoflible to afceitain its 

number within fonic hundreds for three days foiiotviftg. " 

J^iEUTENANT-coLONEL Tarleton, with the legion, and corps an- 
nexed to it, coafifting of about three hundred cavair)’’, and as many 
infantry, and the i ft battalion of the 71ft regiment, and one three- 
pounder, had already paff^d the Broad river for the relief of Ninety 
Six. I therefore ciiredled Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton to march on the 
weft of Broad river, to endeavour to ftrike a blow at General Morgan, 
and at ail events to oblige him to repafs die Broad river ; I iikewife or- 
dered that lie fliDiild take with him the 7th regiment and one three- 
pounder, w’hich were marching to reinforce the garrifon of Ninety. 
Six, as long as he fhould think their fervices could be ufeful to him^. 
The remainder of the army marched between the Broad river and 
Catawba. 

As General Greene had quitted Mecklenburgh county, and croire 4 
the Pedee, I made not the leaft doubt that General Morgan would re- 
tire on our advancing- The progrefs of the army was greatly impeded 
by heavy rains, which fwelled , the rivers and creeks; yet Lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton condudted his march fo well, and got fo near to Ge- 
neral Morgan, who was retreating before him, as to make it dangerous 
for him to pafs Broad river, and came up with him at eight o’clock of 
the morning of the 17th iuftant. Every thing now bore the moft 
promifing afpeift : The enemy were drawn up in an open wood, and, 
having been lately joined by fome militia, were more numerous ; but 
the different quality of the corps .under Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton’s 
coinmand, and his great Superiority in cavalry, left him no room to 
I doubt of the moft brilliant fuccefs, • The attack was begun by the firft 

. line 


^ . f' J - ' 1 ir 
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line of infantry, fconfifting of the yth regiment, the infantry of the le- No^s to^jje- 
gion, and corps ' of* light infantry annexed to it ; a troop of cavalry Ch^cen 
was placed on each flank; the ifl: battalion of the yift, and the re- 
mainder of the cavalry, formed the referve. , The enemy’s line foon 
gave way, and their militia quitted the field ; but our troops having 
been thrown into forae diforder by the purfuit. General Morgan’s corps 
faced about, and gave them a heavy fire : This unexpsffced event occa- 
fionGd the utmoft confufion in the firft line: The i ft battalion of the 
71ft, and the cavalry, were ' fuccefflvely ordered up ; but neither the 
exertions, entreaties, or example, of Lieutenant-colonel Tarieton, 
could prevent the panic^ frpm becoming general. The two three-- 
pounders were taken, and, I fear, the colours of the 7th regiment 
fhared the fame fatei In juftice to the detachment of the royal artil- 
lery, I muft here obferve, that no terror could induce them to abandon 
their guns, and they were all either killed or wounded in the defence 
of them.’ Lieutenant-bofehel Tarieton with difficulty affembled fifty ’ 

of hisTavalry,' who, having had time to recolIe<fl: themfelves, and be-* 
ing'animated'tvkh the bravery of the officer who had fo often led them 
to' viftory, charged and repulfed Colonel Waffiihgton’s horffe, retook 
the baggage of the corps, and cut to pieces the detachment of the 
enemy who had taken pofleffion of it ; and after deftroying what they 
could not conveniently bring off, retired with the remainder, unmo- 
lefted, to Hamilton’s ford, near the mouth of Bullock’s creek. The 
lofs of our cavalry is inconfiderable ; but l-fear about four hundred of 
the infantry are either killed, wounded, or taken. I will tranfmit.the ■ 
particular account of the Ibfs as foon as it can be afeertamed; 


It is impoffible to forefee all the confequences that this' unexpe<9:edi 
and extraordinary, event may produce; but your, excellency, maybe; 

4 K.k. % , , , affuted^ 


. C'A^rAlGNS 0 F ANU 'I7S1 IH TH8 

affured that nothing but thu moll abfoluto necoffity lhaU indue* me to 

£p?r. ,,gtve up the importaat objea of the 

’ I fiilALL direa Lieutenant-colonel Balfour to tranfmit a copy of, 
this letter, by the firft opportunity, to the fecretary of ftate, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORN WALLIS* 



(NOTE L*) 


~-~ Prm Bari C&rmMdlk to tJeutomnf^oloml jkrhton^ daPed 
Forma's, “JaniMry 3 <^r 17^®* 

kJ* YOU have forfeited no part of my efteem al aa tij^r by 
the unfortunate event of theaaionof the . 17th: The means you ufed 
to bring the enemy to aaiou were able and mafterly, and muft ever 
do you honour. Your difpofition was unexceptiopabie ; the total mif- 
behaviour of the troops could alone . have deprived you of the glory 
which was fo juftly your due* 



(NOTE M.) 


Cofy, — Brom M^or-general Greene to Colonel 'Locke, dated camp at 
Beatty's ford, January ^ijl, 1781. 

IS* S 1 

THE enemy am laying dtk the Oppbfite fide of the river, an * 

fr6m every appearance, feem determined ' to penetrate the country. 

General 
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General Davidfon informs, he has called again and again for the people Notes t«tk 

Fourth 

to turn out and defend their country# The inattention to his call and Chapter, 
the backwardnefs of the people is unaccountable. Providence has , 
bleffed the American arms with fignal fuccefs in the defeat of Tarleton, 
and the furprife of George town by Colonel Lee with his legion. If, 
after thefe advantages, you i»egle£t to take the field, and fuffer the 
enemy to overrun the country, you will defervc the miferies ever infe- 
parable from flavery. Let me conjure you, my countrymen, to fly to 
arms, and to repair to head quarters without lofs of time, and bring 
with you ten days provifion. You have every thing that is dear and 
valuable at flake : If you will not face the af^roachiag tknger, your 
country is inevitably loft. On the contrary, if you repair to arms, 
and confine yourfelves to the duties of the field. Lord Cornwallis mufl 
be certainly ruined. The continental army is marching with all poll* 
hie dilpatch from the Pedee to this place ; but, without your aid, their 
arrival will be of no confequence. 


I am, S I R, 

Your humble fervant, 


Coloael Locke. 


( N O T E N,) 

PhiladelpWa, Feb. 28th.« 
InieUigence from she f&uthw/ff'd* 

BY authentic advices we learn, that General Morgan colleflcd near 
one hundred prifoners, by parties fent out for the purpofe, after the 


Vide Remembrancer, pa^e 3Qa-«-3, part ill, 1781 


account 


mtf:- 
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account he gave in his- letter to General Greene, dated the tjtli of 
laixuary laft; that upon receiving the news of Colonel Tarleton’s 
iefeat; Lord Cornwallis marched with his army in purfuit of the 
light infantry and piiloners. As ibon as General Greene was informed 
of the movement of Lord Gornwailis, he put the army in motion on 
Pedee, and leaving it luidcr the command of General Huger, fet out 
to join the light infantry, (b.) in order to collet the militia, and em- 
harrafs the enemy, until he could elfoa a jundion of his forces. ^Ge- 
neral Morgan, after his attack on Colonel Tarleton, had very judi- 
■cioufly made forced marches up the country, and happily (a.) croflH 
the Catawba the evening before a great rain, which fwelled the river 
to foch a degree, as prevented the enemy from croffing for fevefol 
■days; during which time the prifoners were got over the Yadkin, 
andfon their march to Dan river, which they-paffed, and on the 14A 
of this month had reached Bedford court houfe, in the date of ViP- 


ginia. 


General Greene, on the latter end of January, arrived at the 
lightCmfantry, camp, at Sherard’s ford, on the Catawba. The enemy 

■were a little lower down the river, at M‘Covvan’s ford,' and the river 
was foil fo high, that they could not crofs. They had deftroyed 
their waggons, and equipped themfelves completely as light infantry. 
Their force confifted of between one thoufantf five hundred and three 
thoufand troops, including near three hundred ‘dragoons, and then- 
mounted infantry. On the iftof February'they crofled atM‘Cowan’s 

ford: General Davidfon, ' with a party of inilitial was pofted there, in 
to oppofe their paffage; but he falling ^the firft difeharge, the 
made good their kiidfos? militia retreated. ^ 


A PLA-CE 


A PLACE of rendezTOus was appointed for the militia to affemble Notes to tha • 

' , . Fourtli 

at, who were polled at the different fordsi up and down the river. Chapter. 

Part of ; them halted about feven miles flrort "of the place of rendez- 
vous, and were overtaken by Tarleton, and difperfed. General Greene 
waited that night at the place appointed, but finding the militia did 
not collcdlj the light infantry continued their mareh to Salifbury, and 
crolTed the Yadkin. Be fore they had got over all the baggage and 
ilores, the enemy approached, and there was a pretty fmait fkirmifh 
(c.) between a part of our rifle^men and the advance of the enemy, 
near the ford. The boats being fecured, and the river continuing 

; high from the late rains, the enccpy , were for feme time flopped .in 

i . . ■'* ' ' ’ ^ 

their purfuit. Heavy rains, deep creeks, and bad roads, as well as 

delays for want of provifions and other Caiifes, prevented our forming 
a jundion as foon as was expeded : General Greene, therefore, fear- 
ing the river might fill fb as to be fordable, ordered the army to file 
: off to Guildford court houfe, whbre' part of them arrived on the even- 

ing of the 8th, and the reft were expeded to be In on the 9th. The 
I enemy finding they could not pafs at the trading Ford, near Salifbury, 

! marched Up the' folith fide -of the fYiidfkin,: and on the night of the 

7th croffed at the ftiallow ford, and had on the 9th advanced, towards 
Salem, ■ one of the Moravian towns, within twenty-five or thirty miles 
of Guildford; 90urt' houfe.’ ■ h ■/ i;;l '. '.pd L;;., eu. ‘-v; i 

r. .y.: • ; . 

I These rapid movements having prevented' the jundion of the mi- 

litia,' General Cireene ordered the ftores'ahd heavy baggage to' be:re- 
I moved to Prince Edward court 'houfej;in fthecf^tehoftt^irginfe ;■ and 

I having formed a light array, (d.) e6mpofed''of.vtho’cavalF^ 6fr Hie lift 

; and 3d regiments, Lieutenant-colonel Lee’s legion, a dItacHtaentiotV 
^ light infantry under Colonel Howard,* and. fome few^ Virgin la”: ri Ad- 
men, making in- the whole: 'i feven.. kundredj ordered them;; wiithb.iShB 
I militia 


I^ORTH AMERICA. 
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Ceo'PT.), 

By, Oc-td^umaiiirM Cbarks Earl Cormvallis, I} 3 tum«il-gtneral ^ 

Hh Mi^ejf s forces, tSco 
A- B R . O C X A MAT I O N, 

L.E A S it. has .pfeafed the Divine Brovidence to ptofper the 
of Ifis Majefty’S arms,, in driving, the rebel army out of 
! and whereas it- i».His Majefty’s-moft gracious wifli to 
faithful and. loyal fubjeds from the cruel tyranny under 

, . I have thought to 

fuch faithM and loyal fubjeds 
with their arms and ten days provi- 
ere£ted at HiMihorough, where they 
j Arid I do hereby affure 
53. r effeaual meafures for 
and for. the re* 


operations- or 
this province 
refcue his 

which they have groaned for many years, 
iffue this proclamation^ to invite ' — — ^ 
to repair, wkhout lofs of time, 
fions, to the royal ftandard now 
will meet with the moft' friendly, reception 
them* idiat i ' am ready to QMicur with them 
fuppreffing ihe^remainsv oif' rehellicMi in this- province, 
©ftabMiment of good etdier and coidtitutional government, 


i 


Gitbn 


! 


I 


t 


\ 


! 
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Given under my hand, at head quarters, at HUItborcugh, this N 
twentieth day of February, in the year of our Lord one thouLnd 
Lveii hiindied and eighty one, and in the twenty diril: year of His 
JvJajefty's reiun. 

CORNWALLIS. 

By his lordfiiip’s command, 

H. Bkodrick, Aid-de-camp, 

GOD SAVE THE KING! 



(NOTE P. ) 

— Frmi Earl Cornwallis to Ueutenant-cohnd Farlcton^ dated 
Hilljborough , Feb. 24/5, 1781, three P.M. triplicate, 

Jtl* Dear Tarleton, 

I HAVE received intelligence from two perfons, that Greene 
paffed the Dan on the 22d, and was advancing to Dobbyns’s. They 
mention fo many particulars, that I cannot help giving fome credit ; I 
therefore wilh you to join me as foon as polBble. 

■' Your’s fincerely, 

CORNWALLIS. 

1 TAKE my ground this evening on the fouth fide the Eno. 



LI 


(NOTE 



O ANB I 


Motes to tht 
Fourth 
Chapter* 


I had the honour of addreffing your excellency lait, 
leeii fome changes m our circumftances. On the 2 d, 
)lonel Lee, with a detachment of riflemen, attacked the 
e Britifh army, 'under Colonel Tarleton, near AH^tnance, 
d wounded, by report, about thirty of them. On the 6th, 
loved down toward High Rock, either with a view to in- 
(a.) ftores, or cut ofF the light infantry from the main 
army, then advanced near feven miles ; but they were 
oDDofed, and fufFered confiderably, without efFeaing any 


;re (b.) occafioned me to retire over the Haw river, 

I the north fide of it, with a view to fecure (c.) our 
D the army, and to form a junftion with feveral con- 
cements of Carolina and Virginia militia, and one regi- 
m-months men, on the march from Hillfborough to 
efFeaed (d.) this bufinefs, and returned to Guildford 


I 


I 

I 
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■f 


I 
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fliould gain no advantage of them without rifking fomething of confe- Notes to Ac 

Fourth 

^ueiice. , Chapter,- 

I have tte IjBnour to be. 

With great refpedt and efteem. 

Your moll obedient humble fervant, 
NATHANIEL GREENE. 

His Excellency General Wafliington. 


(NOTE R.) 

Copy. ^ Prom Earl Cortivoallh to Lord George Germain^ dated Guildford^ 

March iph, 1781, 

My Lord, 

HAVING occafion to diipatch my aid-de-camp, Captain Brod rick, 
with the particulars of the action of the 15th, in compliance with 
general directions from Sir Henry Clinton, I fhall embrace the oppor- 
tunity to give your lordlhip an account of the operations of the troops 
under my command previous to that event, and of thofe fubfequent, 
until the departure of Captain Brodrick. 

My plan for the winter’s campaign was to penetrate into Nortli 
Carolina, leaving South Carolina in fecurity againft any probable at* 
tack in my abfence. Lord Rawdon, with a confiderable body of 
troops, had charge of the defenfive, and I proceeded about the middle 
of January upon the ofFenfive operations. I decided to march by the 
upper in preference to the lower roads leading into North Carolina, 
becaufe fords being frequent above the forks of the rivers, my paflage 
there could not eafily be obflrudled ; and General G reene having taken 

L 1 3 ^ pofl 
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campaigns of 1780 and 1781 IN tub 
No„.».h. poft on the Pedee, and there being few fords in any of the great 
SS rivers of this country below their forks, efpccially .n wmter, I appre- 
■ bended being much delayed, if not entirely prevented from penetra- 

ting by the latter route. 

I WAS the more induced to prefer this route, as I hoped in my 
way .0 be able to deftroy or drive out of South Carolina the corps of 
the enemy commanded by General Morgan, which threatened on. 
valuable diftria of Ninety Six : And I likewife hoped, by rapid 
inarches to get between General Greene and Virginia, and by that 

means force him to fight without receiving any reinforcement from 
that province; or, failing of that, to oblige him to quit North Caro- 
lina with precipitation, and thereby encourage our friends to ma e 
: good their promifes of a general rifing, to affift me in re-eftabhflung 

I His Mjyeftys government. 

f The unfortunate affair of the .7th of January was a very uiiex- 

peaed and fevere blow; for, befides reputation, our lofs did not fall 
fhort of fix hundred men : However, being thoroughly fenfible that 
defenfive meafures would be certain ruin to the af&irs of Britain m the 
fouthern colonies, this event did not deter me from profecotiug the. 
original plan. That General Greene might be uncertain of my m- 
tended route as long as poffible, I had left General Leflie at Camden, 
until I was ready to move from Wynnelborough, and he was now- 
within a day’s march of me ; I employed the i8th (a.) m forming a 
innaionwith him, and in colkaing the remains of Lieutenant-colc 
nel Tarleton’s corps ; after which, great exertions were made by part 
of the army, without baggage, to retake our prifoners, and to inter- 
cept General Morgan’s corps on its retreat to the Catawba ; but the 
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celerity of their movements, and the fwelling of numberlefs creeks in Notes to tiie 

our way^j rcoderea all our efforts frmtlefs, ‘Chapter. 


I THEREFORE aiTembled the army on the 25th (b.) at Ramfoure’s 
mill, on tl>c fouth fork of the Catawba ; and as the lofs of my light 
troops could only be remedied by the adlivity of the whole corps, j 
employed a halt of two days in colleding flour, and in deflroying fu- 
perfluous baggage, and all my waggons, except thofe loaded with hof- 
pital jftores, fait, and ammunition, and four referved empty in readi- 
nefs for fick or wounded. In this meafure, though at the expence of 
a great deal of officers’ baggage, and of all profpedl in future of rum, 
and even a regular fupply of proviflons to the foldiers, I muft, in juf- 
tice to the army, fay, that there was the mofi; general and chearful 
accpuiefcence. 

In the mean time the rains had rendered the north Catawba im- 
p^able; and General Morgan’s corps, the militia of the rebellious 
counties of Rowan and Mecklenburg under General Davidfon, or the 
gang of plunderers ufually under the command of General Sumpter,- 
not then recovered from his wounds, had occupied all the fords in a 
fpace of more than forty miles upwards .from the fork. During its 
height, I approached the river by fhort marches, fo as to give the 
enemy equal apprehenfions for feveral fords ; and after having pro- 
cured the heft information in my power, I refolved to attempt the 
pafFage at a private ford, .then flightly guarded, near M‘Cowan’s ford, 
on the morning of the i ft of February. 

Lieu ten ant- colonel Webfter was detached with part of tlie army and- 
all the baggage to Be.attis’s ford, fix miles above M‘Cowan’s, where 
Genera] Davidfon was fuppofed to be pofted with five hundred militia, 

and 
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and was dlreaed to make every poffible demoaftration, by cannonadms 


Si and otherwife, of an intention to force a paflage there ; and I marched 
at one in the morning, (c.) with the brigade of guards, regiment of 
Bofe, 33cl, two hundred cavalry, and two three-pounders, to the ford 


fixed upon for the real attempt. 

The morning being vety dark and rainy,' and part of our way 
through a wood where there was no road, one of the three pounders 
in front of the 23d regiment and the cavalry overfet in a fivamp. and 
occafioned thofe corps to lofe the line of march and lome of the 
artillery men belonging to the other gun, (one of- whom had the 
match) having flopped to affifl, were likewife left behind. The head 
of the column in the mean while arrived at the bank of the river, 
and the day began to'break. 1 could make no ufe of the gun that was 
tip, and it was evident, from the number of fires on the other fide, 
that the oppofition would be greater than I had expedled: Howevei j 
■as I knew that the rain then falling would foon render the nver again 
impaffable, and I bad received information the evening before, that 
■General Greene had arrived in General Morgan’s camp, and that his 
army was raarching after him with the greatefl expedition, I deter- 
mined not to defift from the attempt; and therefore, full of confi- 
dence in the zeal and gallantry of Brigadier-general O’Hara, and of 
the brigade of guards under his command, I ordered them to march 

•on, but, to prevent confufion, not to fire until they gained the oppo- 

fite bank. Their behaviour juflified ray high opinion of them ; for a 
oonflant fire from the enemy, in a ford upwards of five huiiclred yards 
wide, in many places , up to their middle, with a rocky bottom and 
flrong current, made no impreffion on their cool and determined 
valour, nor (d.) checked their paffiige. The light infantry landing 

fu-fl, immediately formed, and in a few minutes killed or difperfed 
, every 
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every thing that appeared before them ; the reft of the troops form- Notes to the 
ing, and advancing in fucceflion. We now learned that we had been Chapter, 
oppofed by abotit three hundred militia that had taken poft there only 
the evening before, under the command of General Davidfon. Their 
general and two or three other officers were among the killed ; the 
number of wounded was uncertain ; a few were taken prifoners. On 
our fide, Lieutenant-colonel Hall and three men were killed, and 
thirty-fix wounded, all of the light infantry and grenadiers of the 
guards. By this time the rear of the column had joined j and the. 
whole having paffed with the greateft difpatch, I detached Lieutenant- 
colonel (e.) Tarleton, with the cavalry and twenty-third regiment, to 
purfue the routed militia, A few w'ere foon killed or taken ; and. 
Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton having learned that three or four hun- 
dred of the neighbouring militia were to aflemble that day at Tar- 
rant’s houfe, about ten miles from the ford, leaving his Infantry, he 
went on with his cavalry, and finding the militia as expedled* he with, 
excellent condudl and great fpirit attacked them inftantly, and totally 
routed them, with little lofs on his own fide,, and on their’s, between 
forty and fi,fty killed, wounded, or prifoners. This ftroke, with our, , 

palTage of the ford, fo effeftually difplrited the militia, that we met 
with no farther (f.) oppofitlon on our march to the Yadkin, thought 
one of the moft rebellious trads in America. 


Bueing this time the rebels having quitted Beatty’s ford^ Lieute- 
tenant-colonel Webfter was paffing his detachment and the baggage 
of the army; this had become tedious and difficult, by the continu- 
ance of the rain, and the fwelling of the river ; but all joined us foon 
after dark, about fix miles from Beatty’s ford The other fords were 
likewife abandoned by the enemy : The greateft part of the militia 
difperfed ; , and General Morgan. with his corps marched all that after-- 
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, ,u f,..,,.,-;....- v.io'.it towards Sali&ory. We purlucd U'.a 
iwon aod the fo>.,)..u.„ „ 

•moroing, ia hopes to ■'‘•J ,,,„;, 3 3 „d ba,l 

•roads, the goates caa.o up t. 
ronted U, and took a tew waggons t the lu.J, 

TT. ! , 1 the body of the uvhintry m anu t ^ ^ ^ 

W'lcrp-O’vs by the ford, during that (lay i tUp nthpr 

^ ^ ^ .1 ^Up K.^ats (p-O were iecured on tne otiiei 

•a, the time ot otrr arr.v., 1 , the, U __ oontlnnlng to 

rt „„i the ford had become impafcblc. Ihe.wu 

‘ ■ , , ,V.-r aoneariiKt unfettled, I determined to marcu to 

rife, and the rvcatlwi appea, „ 

t,„e upper fords, after procunng ^ ^ ‘ 

n. I'z : 1 ::. :h — .1 — - '■" 

two days ; and m that tune, g t. 

river. 1 1-dmformatlonfinmour trends who ^ 

vs .,1 fireene’s ai mv was matching with the utmoic “ h 

r: a^x ^vith .L ---tav^e'::::^ 

::::;l:s: rr f.de of .e o. , - -.g ^ 

to force him “ , hat the lower fords are fel^ 

and the upper fords ■ ^ many flats at -any 

praalcable in winter, and that he coul 

1 c • - t was in irreat hopes that he would not elcape me sv 

out Living a blow, Nothing cotfld exceed the patient and ala^ity 

of the officers upon this 

imLrgyaefeaive, whfoh. wit-eavy ^ 
toads, andthepaffage of many deep creeks, f 

the enemy’s light troops, tendered all ™r 
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guard had got over the night before,, his baggage and main body Notes to the 
having pafl'ed the preceding day at that and the neighbouring ford, Ghapter. 
where more flats had been colleded than had been reprefented to me 
aspoflible. 

My force being ill fuited to enter by that quarter fo powerful a pro- 
vince as Virginia, and North Carolina being in the ntmoft confufion, 
after giving the troops a halt of a day, I proceeded by eafy marches to 
Hilllborough, where I ereded the King’s ftandard, and Invited, by pro- 
clamation, all loyal fubjeds to repair to it, and to fland forth and take 
an adive part in affifting me to reftore order and conftitutional govern- 



ment, As a confiderable body of friends were faid to refide between the 
Haw and Deep rivers, I detached Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton on the 
23d, (k.) with the cavalry and a fmall body of infantry, to prevent 
their being interrupted in alfcmbling. Unluckily a detachment of the 
rebel light troops had crofled the fame day, and, by accident, fell in 
with about two hundred of our friends, under Colonel Pyle, on their 
way to Hillfborough, who, miftakingthe rebels for Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton’s corps, allowed themfelves to be furrounded, and a iiumber 
of them were moft inhumanly butchered, when begging for quarter, 
without making the leaft refinance. The fame day I had certain intel- 
ligence that Cteneral Greene, having been reinforced, had recrofled the 
Dan, which rendered it imprudent to feparate ray corps, occafloned the 
recall of Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton’s detachment ; and forage and 
provifions being fcarce in the neighbourhood of Hilllborough, as well 
as the pofitlon too diliant (upon the approai:h of the rebel army) for 
the proteftion of the body of our friends, 1 judged it expedient (1.) to 
crofs the Haw, and encamped near Allamance creek, dctaciling Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarkton, vvith the cavalry, light con^ of the 
guards, and one hundred .aiid fifty men of Lieutenant-colonel Web- 


m ■ fler’s 
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fteA l^rigade, a few miles from me oa the road to Deep river, more 

Spi. effcdually to cover the country. 

Geneeai. Greene’s Ught troops foon made their appearance ; and on 
the ad a patrole having reported that they had feen both cavalry and 
Sant; near his poll. I direaed Lientcnant-colonel Tarleton to move 
forward with proper precautions, and endeavour to drtover the defigns 
of the enemy. He had not advanced far when he fell in with a conf - 

derable corpl which he immediately attached and 

ignorant of their force, and whether they were fupported. wrth g.ea 

I prudence defifted from the purfuit. 

that thofe he had beat were Lee’s legion, three or our u^ re ^ 

;i mountainmen under Colonel Prefton, with a numbei 

•; that General Greene, with a part of his army, was not fat diftant 

i Our fituatlou for the former few days had been amongft timid friend . 

° d to inveterate rebels t between them I had been tomlly 

deftitute of information, which loft me a very favourable 
of attacking the rebel army. General Greene fell back to Thompf 
Lfe, near Boyd’s ford, on the Reedy fork; but his light troops and 

^iUtil ftill remained near us t and as ^ ^ 
pofted careleffly at feparate plantations 

I I marched on the 6th to drive them in, and to attack (m.) General 

^ • AT j T {‘nrrpeded completely in the firft ; 

Greene, if an opportmnty offered. I f t ftand 

and at WetxelFs mill, on the Reedy fork, where they made a ftand,. 
the back mountainmen and feme militia fuffered confiderably. wit t 
little lofs on our fide ; but a timely and precipitate retreat over 
H ; prevented the latter. I knew that the Virginia reinforcement 
ttere npoii their march ; and it was apparent that the enemy would, 
if poflible, avoid ri%ut«g an. aaion. before their, arriv.a » 

' , The 
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The neighbourhood of the fords of the Dan in their rear, and the Notes to the 

■ . Fourth 

extreme difficulty of fubfifting my troops in that exhaufted country Chapter. 

putting it out of my power to force tliem, my refolution was to give 
our friends time to join us, by covering their country as effedually as 
poffible, confiftent with the fubfiftence of the troops, ftill approach- 
ing the communication with our ffiipping in Cape-Fear river, which I 
faw it would foon become indifpenfably necelTary to open, on account 
of the fufferings of the army from the want of fupplies of every kind ; 
and at the fame time I was determined to fight the rebel army, if it 
approached me, being convinced that it would be impoffible to fucceed 
in that great objed of our arduous campaign, the calling forth the nu- • 

merous loyalifts of North Carolina, whilft a doubt remained on their 
minds of the fuperiority of our arms. With thefe views, I had moved 
to the Quakers’ meeting, in the forks of Deep river, on the 13th, and 
on the 14th I received the information which occafioued the movement 
that brought on the adtion at Guildford, of which I (hall give your 
lordftiip an account ih a feparate letter. 


I have the honour to be, 


CORNWALLIS. 


rn a 
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C H A P T E R V. 

BaUle of Guildford. — Earl Cornwallh crojes Deep rivery— mi retires 
towards Crofs creek, — General Greene follows the Britifo. — Earl Corn- 
wallis arrives at Crofs creek, — and moves to Wilmington. — General 
Greene advances towards South Carolina. — Earl Cornwallis marches 
■towards the Roanoke. — Skirmijh at WdifaxL— Earl Cornwallis unites 
the royal armies at Feterjburgh. — The Britippafs James river at Wef- 
over. — The Marquis de la Fayette crojfes the South and North Anna.— 
Earl Cornwallis fends detachments to defray fores. — The Briti/h move 
towards Richmond. - — The Marquis de la Fayette follows the King's 
troops. — Earl Cornwallis marches to WitUamf 'urgK— Affair near the 
Chickahomany.. 



np 

i HE Britilli troops finee their departure from Hillfborongh had Cha?. V.. 
been in great want of many of thofe necelfaries, which, in general, are^ 
deemed abfolutely requifite to render their hardfhips fupportabl-e, and 
their minds contented ; this- deficiency, however, did not diffufe dif- 
fatisfadlion, or. produce, defertion, but rather augmented the zeal, and 
{Irengthcned the fidelity of the foldiery. Notwithftanding both offi- 
cers and men manifefted an alacrity equal- to any fatigue or dangers 
Earl Cornwallis meditated on the raeafures he ffiould adopt, in order 
to open, the communication with his- {lores* To forward this opera- 
tion, Major Craig, who commanded at Wilmington, was diredled, if 
he ./ound it pradllcable, to tranfport fupplies of ffioes and other mate- 

V- rial,. 




.caHt».ro«s -o* rjio and >78. is the 

1,„. Y. rial articles, bj water, to cTofs creek : But the number and vicinity of 
the American army, reported to be upwards of eight tboufand ma^ 
and advanced to Guildford court houfe, would not allow the Bntiflt 
commander to fend a detachment to Crofs creek, fuppofmg the ftotes 
were already arrived at that place i and, in all likelihood, if he moved 
with the main body in that direaion, the foperior force of General 

Greene would ftimulate him to interrupt the undertaking. 

THUsfituated, Earl Cornwallis had the alternative, either to com- 
rneime his retreat, or prepare for a general affion. The power and 
pofition of his enemy rendered all the country beyond the pickets hof- 
tile to the Britilh caufe, which had no friends or partisans at this 
period except thofe included within the extent of the royal camp. On 
the 1 4 th of Marebi hds lordfliip determined to advance upon the Arne- 
ricans atGoildford, and bring on an engagement, that he thought 
they would not avoid, and which he hoped would be produaive of 
confiderable advantage. Before dawn next morning, the waggons, 
with the baggage, the wounded, and the fick, were inftruaed to move 
to Beil’s mUl. on Deep river, under the efcott of a detachment, com- 
mahded by Lieutenant-colonel Hamilton, (a.) formed of his own regi- 
ment, one hundred infantry of the line, and twenty dragoons of the 
legion. The main body at daybreak marched toward the enemy s 
camp. The cavalry, the light infantry of the guards, and the yagers, 
compofed the advanced guard. Colonel Webfter’s brigade, the regi- 
ment of Bofe, and the brigade of guards, followed fucceflively t The 
artillery marched with their refpeaive divifions. The Britilh had 
proceeded feven miles on the great Salilbury road to GuUdford, when 
the light ttoops drove in a picket of the enemy. A lharp conflid en- 

(ii.) In note A. 
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* 

fued 
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fued between the advanced (b.) parties- of the two armies. In the on- Chap. V. 
fet, the fire of the Americans was heavy, and the charge of their 
cavalry was fpirited : Notwithftanding their numbers and oppofition,: 
the gallantry of the light infantry of the guards, affifted by the legion^ 
made impreffion upon their center, before the 23d regiment arrived 
to give fupport to the advanced troops. Colonel Lee’s dragoons re- 
treated with precipitation along the main road, and Colonel Campbell’s 
mountaineers were difperfed with confiderabie lofs. The purfuit was 
not pufhed very far, as there were many proofs befide the acknow- 
ledgment of the prifoners, that General Greene was at hand. Captain 
Goodrick of the guards, a promifiug young officer, fell in this conteft,. 
and between twenty and thirty of the guards, dragoons, and yagers, 
were killed and wounded. The King’s troops moved on till they ar- 
rived in fight of the American army. An engagement was now be- 
come inevitable, and both fides prepared for it with tranq^uillity and 
order. 


During the flcirmifh of the light troops. General Greene formed Battle of 
the American army of feven thoufand men into three lines, (a.) and 
waited the attack. His front line confifted of North-Carolina militia, 
undpr Generals Butler and Eaton : The center was placed behind rails, 
in the rear of a clearing, about three hundred yards fpace, and the 
flanks extended into the woods : Two fix-pounders were Rationed to 
the right of the center, on the main road which led to the court houfe. 

The fecond line was compofed of the Virginia militia,, under the com- 
mand of Generals Stephens and Butler, who formed their brigades in 
the woods parallel to the front line, and about four hundred yards in. 
their rear. Tlie continentals, confifting of two brigades, one Virgi- 



(b.) In note A.. 


(a.) In note D. 





’adier-geueral Huger and Colonel VViiimms, anQ 

the wood where the two lines of militia were 
i had chofen open ground, in front of the 
of his regulars : The flanks did not diefs 
;re drawn back, fo that each brigade pre- 
Xwo fix ‘•pounders were placed on a finali 
pon the road. The pofition of thefe bri- 
ired yards in the rear of the fecond line, 
igton, with the dragoons (b.) of the iff and 
at of light infantry, conjpofed of contmen- 
lemen under Colonel Lynch, formed a corps 
ght flank. Lieutenant-colonel 
infantrv. and a corps of rifle- 


court houle, lor gicit 

tip to the center, but 
dented a different front 
eminence which looked 
gades was near fix he 

Lieutenant-colonel Wa( 
jd regiments, a detachi 

tals, and a regiment of 
of obfervation for the fecurity 
Lee, with his legion, a parity 
men under Colonel Campbell, 

As the front of the Britiflt column spptouched the open ground 
facing the American pofition, the enemy’s fire pounders yned from 
Te tL. und were immediately anfweted by the toyal uttrllety. Afiet 
Eatl Cotnwallis had con&lted the guides concetlimg the nature of th 
countty, and viewed as much as he could the dlfpofiriou of the mrlrtra 
he defir-ed Major-general Leflle (c.) to move to the trght with the 71 
and the regiment of Bofe, which force was to compofe Ins front hue 
for the attack of the enemy’s left, and the tft battalion of the guards 
was allotted for his refetve. Colonel Wcbfter was direaed to form the 
n-d (d.) and 33d on the left of General Leflie’s divificn: Brrgaa.et- 
general O’Hara was inftruaed to fnppott Colortel w.th dr. 

, .,„t orenadier company of the guards. Whilft thd< 


(c.) In note A 


troops 
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troops were forming, the yagers and the light infantry of the guards Chaf.v. 
remained near the guns in the road ; but when the line moved on , they 
attached themfelves to the left of Webfter’s brigade. The artillery,, 
under Lieutenant Macleod, proceeded along the . high road ; The 
dragoons likewife could only move in column in the fame direc- 
tion, and Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton was ordered to keep his regi- 
ment in referve till the infantry could penetrate through the woods to 
the open ground, near the court houfe, wherethccountrywas repre- 
fented to be more favourable for the operations of cavalry. 

During thefe arrangements for the attack, the Britiflx artillery can- 
nonaded the enemy’s center with confiderable efFe<^t : Lieutenant 
O Hara, a fpirited young officer, was unfortunately killed, whilft di- 
redling the three pounders before the line was ready to move on. The 
troops were no fooner formed than they marched forwards with fteadi- 
ncfs and Compofure : The order and coolnefs of that part of Webfler’s 
brigade which advanced acrofs the open ground, expofed to the enemy’s 
fire, cannot be fufficiently extolled : The extremities were not lefs gaL 
lant, but were more protedted by the woods in which they moved. 

The militia allowed the front line to approach within one hundred. and 
fifty yards before they gave their fire: The front line continued to 
move on : The Americans fent back their cannon, and ^part of them 
repeated their fire : The King’s troops threw in their fire, and charged 
rapidly with their bayonets : The ffiock was not waited for by the mi- 



litia, who retreated behind their fecond line. At this place the adion 
became more fevere. The broken ground and the extent of the enemy’s 
front had occafioned the flanks to open from the center ; upon which 
Generals Leflie and O’Hara moved the two battalions and the grena- 
diers of the guards into line, when the fuperior dlfcipline and bravery 
of the King’s troops again threw the militia into confufion. The 
' N n thickueft 
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CAMtAlG^S OF 17^° ‘ 

4c x^here thefe conflias happened preventea the 

. V. tMctoefs of the woo ^^ericaits ca their retreat to the 

cavalry making a “ * Britiflt infantry moving forwaras m a 

continentals, and p oppofition and em- 

.ell-conneae ,! p.fence of the continentals, 

«ho received them with tefolution and firmnefs. 

v • a the event of the aaion was doubtful, and viaory al- 
AT this period the event 

t„„ately prehded “v-" .he guards, and 

Webfter canied <=n * „f .he conti- 

the 33d regiment, ambers and weight of fire obliged him 

nentals, upon the oppofite bank. Thisma- 

nceuvre was planne ^ pofitbn tiU he could 

coolnefs and precifion, g ^ .h^ cen- 

hear of the progtefs o he ^ g Ueutenant-colonel 

ter the ad batta 10 f ^ fphited and fuccefsful 

Stewart, f ® ...hich they took from the Dela- 

""m^tX fi Mlyland brigade, fiiUowed^ 

cavalry, ^ , guards with great flaughter. 

.00k the cannon, and a„,„ons kiUed Col^^^^^ 

The ground being open, remainder into the 

Stewart and feveral o is men, .ellbd the remainder of 

wood. General O’Hara, ^ 'tft Liments. who had 

the ad battalion of the guards to the ^3^ 7 S 
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were wounded, attached themfelves to the artillery and the cavalry, Chap.V. 
who were advancing upon the main road. At thiscrifis, the judicious 
ufe of the three pounders, the firm countenance of the Britiflh infan- 
try, and the appearance of the cavalry, obliged the enemy to retreat, 
leaving their cannon and ammunition waggons behind them. Colonel 
Webfter foon after connefled his corps with the main body, and the 
aflion on the (f.) left and in the center was finifhed. 

Earl Cornwallis did not think it advifable for the Britifh cavalry to 
charge the enemy, who were retreating in good order, but diredted 
Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton to proceed with a fquadron of dragoons to 
the affiftance of Major-general Leflie on the (g.) right, where, by the 
conftant fire which was yet maintained, the aftair feemed not to be de- 
termined. The right wing, from the thicknefs of the woods and a 
jealoufy for its flank, had imperceptibly inclined to the right, by 
which movement it had a kind of feparate aftion after the front line 
of the Americans gave way, and was now engaged with feveral bodies 
of militia and riflemen above a mile diftant ftom the center of the Bri- 
tifh army. The ifl; battalion of the guards, commanded by Lieute- 
nant-colonel Norton, and the regiment of Bofe, under Major De Buy, 
had their ftiare of the difficulties of the day^ and, owing to the nature 
of the light troops oppofed to them, could never make any decifive 
impreffion : As they advanced, the Americans gave ground in front, 
and inclined to their flanks : This fort of confliil had continued fome 
time, when tlie Britiffi cavalry, on their way to join them, found of- 
ficers and men of both corps wounded, and in pofieffion of the enemy : 

The prlfoners were quickly refeued from the hands of their captors, 
and the dragoons reached General Leflie without delay. As foon as 
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rank and file killed, wounded, and miffing. The North-Carolina mi- Chap. V. 
litia had fix rank and file killed ; one captain, one fubaltern, and three 
rank and file wounded ; and two captains, two fubalterns, and five 
hundred and fifty-two rank and file, miffing. 

Earl Cornwallis’s difpofitlon of the King’s troops was judicioufly 
adapted to the ground where the aflion commenced, and the gallantry 
and undaunted bravery of his officers and foldiers were confpicuous 
throughout the different and trying engagements of the day ; but the 
fuperior numbers of the enemy, together with the prefent fituation of 
the royal army, far diftant from fupport or refource, and deficient in 
fupplies to profecute any advantage, undoubtedly rendered a general 
adlion more defirable to the Americans than to the Britifh : The move, 
therefore, to Guildford, produced one of the mofi: hazardous, as well as- 
fevere battles that occurred during the war. The poft occupied by 
General Greene on this occafion was extremely well chofen, and the 
manner of forming his troops unexceptionable. The reafons which 
now induced him not to decline an engagement eq^ually indicated his- 
wifdom and his profeffional knowledge. A defeat of the Britilh would 
have been attended with the total deftrudion of Earl Cornwallis’s in- 
fantry, whilff a viftory at this jundure could produce no very decifive 
confequences again ft the Americans. The ability of the Englifh com- 
mander, feconded by the vigour and refolntion. of his officers and fol- 
diers, with extreme difficulty forced the enemy from their pofition, 
and in that fortunate exploit the Britifh army was crippled, by the qua- 
lity and number of the officers and men killed and wounded. One op- 
portunity being overlooked by General Greene, towards the olofe of the 
adion, gave that advantage, which was long doubtful, to the difci- 
plined perfeverance of the King’s troops. If one brigade of continen- 
tals,. after the repulfe of the. ad battalion and the grenadier company of 

the: 
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'. the guards, had taken pofleffion of, and remained at the eminence on the 
edge of the wood, from whence the three pounders afterwards fired upon, 
them, they would efFedually have broken the left of the center, and con* 
-tinued the confufion of the Britifh, there being no fupport immediate- 
ly at hand, nor any corps in referve, except the cavalry, who could not 
ilir a yard out of the road, on account of the thicknefs of the brufh- 
wood ; and the guards being prefled by the manoeuvre and entangled in 
difflcult ground, could not have manifefted their adlive and perfevering 
courage by rallying and returning to the charge : By this advance like- 
wife the 23d and 7ifl; regiments would have been kept afunder, and the 
33d, with the light company of the guards, divided from the center. 
The fuperior number, as well as frefhnefs of the continentals, having 
had no march, and but a flight engagement, together with the compa- 
rative ftate of the Britifh, and the evident advantage of the ground, 
might have intimated and recommended the movement, which, if car- 
ried into immediate execution, would probably have produced the moft 
■fatal efFeft ; but the paufe of the Americans, and their voluntary return 
to the ground where they were originally formed, prefeuted the marked 
and favourable interval, of which the Britifh availed themfelves, by 
colleding as large a force as poflible, and pufhing forwards their center. 
To this overfight or hefitation of the Americans may chiefly be attri- 
buted a viflory, which, however fplendid and honourable to the general 
and the troops, was not ufeful or advantageous to Great Britain. 

The wounded of both armies were afiembled expeditioufly after the 
aftion, and the furgeons were direfled to feparate the Britifh and Hef- 
flans, who were feverely wounded, from thofe who could bear the 
exercife of travelling : The former, to the amount of feventy, (h.) 

(K) In note A. 


with 
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with feveral Americans who were in the fame fituation, were lodged, Chap. 
nnder the protedlion of a flag of truce, in New-^garden meeting houfe, 
and other adjacent buildings, whilfl; the latter were placed in the heft 
waggons, or on horfeback, to attend the motions of the KingVfrGops. 

The pofition and ftrength of General Greene, at the iron works on Earl Com- 
Troublefome creek, about twelve miles diftant from Guildford, did not Deep river, 
invite the approach of the Britilh army; Earl Cornwallis, therefore, 
commenced his march on the i 8 th for Deep river, in his way to Crofs 
creek : On this move his lordflhip diftributed a proclamation, (C.) in 
which he publithed an account of his vidtory, exhorted the loyalifts to 
join him, and offered pardon to the Americans who had taken part in 
rebellion, if they would furrender their arms and ammunition on or 
before the 20th day of April, and retire to their homes to live peace- 
ably till civil government was reftored* 


Some fupplies of flour and meal being colledted in the neighbour- 
hood of Bell’s (a.) mill, the royal forces again croffed'Deep river, that 
they might move through a country well fupplied with forage, on the And retires 
road to Ramfey’s mill. On this march the rear guard, which was now creek, 
cotnpofed of the light infantry of the guards, the yagers, and the ca- 
valry, under Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, obtained information that 
General Greene with his army had reached Buffaloe (a.) creek, to the . 
fouthward of Guildford court houfe : The day before the King’s troops 
arrived at Ramfey’s, the Americans infulted the yagers in their encamp- - 
ment : The royalifts remained a few days at Ramfey’s, for the benefit , 
of the wounded, and to complete a bridge over Deep river, when the 
light troops of the Americans again difturbedthe pickets, and the army 

were ordered under arms. Before the end of the month, the BritifliGen. Greene 

follows the 
Britillu 
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Chap. V. croffed the river, and the fame day General Greene reached (b^) Ram- 
fey’s with an intention to attack them. The halt of the King’s troops 

occafioned an adion, which would not proba- 
bly have been advantageous to the royal forces, on account of the 
badnefs of the pofition, and the dilheartening circumftance of their 
being encumbered with fo' many wounded officers and men fince the 
adion at Guildford. Deep fiver, over which the rear guard broke the 
bridge, the want of provifions, (c.) and the defert country through 
which the King’s troops now commenced their march, impeded the 
immediate advance of General Greene, and Earl Cornwallis, without 
Earl Corn- any material occurrence, entered Crofs creek. 

Wallis arrives 
at Crofs creek# 

On his arrival, he received a letter from Major Craig, who very 
Judicioufly and explicitly pointed out the caufes which prevented his 
opening the water communication between that place and Wilming- 
ton. The dlftance, the narrownefs of the river, the commanding 
elevation of its banks, and the hoftile fentiments of great part of the 
inhabitants, rendered the defign impradicable (b.) for the corps under 
his command. This accurate account of the relative Ctuations of 
Crofs creek and Wilmington, which ought to have been clearly un- 
derftood before the King’s troops entered North Carolina, becaufe the 
moft fortunate or necellary operations of a campaign may be delayed, 
or counteraded, or totally fruftrated, by blindly trufling to a commu- 
nication that cannot be opened, was now firfl: difplayed to the Britifh 
army, when they were enGumbered with lick and wounded, deftitute 
of many neceffary fupplies, and in daily expectation of receiving the 
mortifying intelligence, that their lately conquered enemy would 
make a fuccefsful irruption into South Carolina. Upon this ferious 

(s.) In note F» (b.) In note G. 
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and important difappointraent, relpedting the navigation of the north- CHAr. ’V . 
weft river, an inftant movement from Grofs creek towards Gamdeu 
would have been an advifable meafure. The comparative fituations of 
the Britlfti and American armies, the ftate of South Carolina, the dil- 
mantled (K.) condition of Charles town, and the remembrance of the 
fecond objeft of tlie campaign, which was to fee u re old pofleffioas, 
ftrongly fuggefted and recommended fuch an expedition ; and it may 
be deemed unfortunate that fo eligible a plan was not carried into exe- 
cution. 

Notwithstanding the cruel perfecution the Inhabitants of Crofs 
creek had conftantly endured for their partiality to the Britifh, they 
yet retained great zeal for the intereft of the royal army. All the 
flour and fpirits in the neighbourhood were colledted and conveyed to 
camp, and the wounded officers and foldiers were fupplied with many 
convenieiicies highly agreeable and refreftiiug to men in their lituation. 

After fome exprefles were difpatched to Lord Rawdon, to advertife 
him of the movements of the Britiffi and American's, and fome wag- 
gons were loaded with provifions, Earl Cornw'allis refumed his march 

for Wilmington. On the road (c.) fome valuable officers and brave And roores 

to 

men died of their wounds, but none more defervedly regretted than ton. 
Lieutenant-colonel Webfter, who united all the virtues of civil life to 
the gallantry and profeffional knowledge of a foldier. 

Though the militia of the country did not appear in arms, they 
had broken fome bridges over creeks, to retard the march of the royal 
army; They were repaired by the light troops as they advanced, and 
the main body foon reached a polition facing Wilmington, .on the 7th 
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Chap. V. north-weft river, whence they were conveyed to it by the affiftance of 
the royal navy. Major Craig, (d.) fmce his arrival in North Carolina, 
had made hlmfelf refpcanble in that quarter of the country, by feveral 
fuccefsful excurfions into the adjacent dift rifts, and by fortifying a bad 
poll fo judicioufly, as to render it tenable, and the {lores and detach- 
ment committed to his care perfeftly fecure againft any attempt of 
the militia. As foon as the royal army was quartered in and about the 
town, the officers commanding corps were requefted to lofe no time in 
equipping their refpeftive dividons with ample necefTaries for, imme- 
diate fervice. Unluckily for many of the troops, and for the cavalry 
in particular, the fuppiies tranfported from Charles town to Wilming- 
ton were inadequate to the deficiencies, and few neceflaries were ob- 
tained except {hoes for the infantry. In the mean time, Earl Corn- 
wallis prepared his public (^i.) difpatches for the minifler, and medi- 
tated the future operations of his army. 

The letters from (a.} Charles town, conveying the news of a rein* 
forcement of three regiments from England being deftined for the 
fouthward of America, and giving accounts of the commander in 
chiefs* havbg detached General Phillips from New York, with a con- 
fiderable force into the. Chefapeak, arrived at Wilmington, when other 
intelligence equally interefting reached 'that place. Clear and pofitive 
information was now received, that the move towards the fliipping in 
Gen. Greene Cape -fear river had prom|>ted General Greene to point his courfe 
ttriS towards South Carolina, and that, after detaching Lieutenant-colonel 
Lee to affift General Marion in the center of the province, he had 
prefled forwards his march with an indefatigable attention, which 
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foon carried his main body into the neighbourhood of Camden. I'lie Chap 
wifdom and vigour of the American operations not onljt ,,j(i2rangcd tiU 
the defigns Of Earl Cornwallis at Wilmington, but threatened fevere 
confequences' to the Britifh forces In South Carolina. Lord Rawdon, 
who commanded on the frontier, and who had been induftrioufly em- 
ployed in fuppreffing the infurrc^lions, and oppofing the incurfions of 
Generals Sumpter and Marion, had now an unexpedted and more for- 
midable enemy to contend with. On the approach of General Greene 
his lordfhip might juflly apprehend, utilefs he received tidings of Earl 
Cornwallis’s movement to South Carolina, a total defedtion of the 
inhabitants, an interruption of all comrnunication with Charles town, 
and the attack of a continental army fuperior to his own in numbers. 
Though the expreffes (b.) from Crofs creek did not reach their defti* 
nation, Lord Rawdon by {bme other means gained fuch early intel- 
ligence of the approach of Greene, that he made judicious arrange- 
ments to counteradl the diSfigns of the eilenAy, add to advertife Earl 
Cornwallis of his embarraffed fituatibtt at Camden. 




TMe afpedl of public affairs at this juildtilfe prefented Various (2.) 
and oppofite defigns to the noble earl at Wilmington. Upon the dif- 
ferent inveftigations of the fubjedl, it was too fuccefsfully deferibed, 
that the country (c.) betwddn Cape- feat river and Camden was bar- 
ren, and interfedled with creeks and tivers ; thdt the road to George 


(b.) In note H. 

(2,. Lieutenant-colonel Tarlcton, who cortjmandcd the advanced guard of the army, 
was confulted upon the feafihility of moving the King’s troops from Wilmington to South 
Carolina, and from Wilmington to Virginia : He anlwered, that he thought either opera- 
tion prafticable, and he offered, in cafe the infantry embarked for Charlestown, to con- 
dud his regiment of dragoons, with the afTiftance of one company of mounted infantry, 
into South Carolina. 
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ofBcers and men- daily recovered and joined- their regiments : Captains C»Ar. V.. 
Lord Dunglafs and Maynard of the guards were unfortunately at- 
tacked by fevers, and died, fiucerely lamented, by their jiumerous 
friends throughout the army,. 

Before the end' of Aprils Earl Cornwallis prepared to leave Wil- 
mington, having (1.) decided (L.) upon his plan of operation, and 
given his-, orders to Major Craig, to embark his garrifon and the fick. 
for Charles town as-foon as he heard that the King’s troops had palled 
tlie Roanoke. A corps of about one thoufand fix. hundred men, con > Eari Corn- 

r* rt* r ' '■ l' ' ■ ■ ' • ■ 

fitting of a detachment of royal artilkrjt. with. four pieces .of oannoo, marches t«- 

, . - , ■ ■ wards the 

.the brigade of guards, the. 23d, the 33df''the .fecond battalloa. of the.Raaaokc^. 

yift, the regiment of Bofe, a company of pioneers, the Britllh legion, 
and the Sad and Hamilton’s light companies, received orders to be im 
readinefs to march as- foon as the quarterfmafter-general’s waggons 
were loaded, with an ample fupply of rum, fait, and flour. This being • 
ably and expeditioufly completed under the infpedion of Major Eng- 
land, deputy quarter-mafter general, Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton,; 
with the advanced guard, was direfted to feize as many boats as poffi- 
ble on the north.-eafl: branch of Cape-fear river, and colledl them a.t a. 
place about, fifteen , miles above Wilmington. Some boats were fe— 
cured, and Captain , Ingles, of the ray al navy, , difpatched others from 
the King’s Ihips,. to protefl and expedite the paflage of the army. 

The advanced, , guard, crofled without lofs of time, and took poll on 
the oppofite. bank, till, the ftores, waggons, cannon, and troops, were, 
brought over.. A§ many, rivers and creeks interfered the country, 
between this place and Virginia, it was thought expedient to mount, 
two boats upon . carriages, which could proceed with the army, and. 
might facilitate the paffage of any waters. 


(I.) Note I. 
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The King’s troops moved for a few days without any obftadcs on 
Ihcir route, and almoft without any intelligence. In the neighbour- 
hood of the river Nufe reports were brought to Earl Cornwallis, that 
cllal Phillips had proceeded as high as Richmond on the James 
river and other rumours faid, that he had embarked and failed from 
Virginia. This mortifying news was not alleviated by any favourable 
Lidents on the march. The middle and eaftern diftrias of North 
Carolina were found more barren than they were defcribed, and muA 
affiftance of provifions to fave the ftock upon the waggons could not be 
taken or bought from the inhabitants. At this period Earl Cornwallis 
thought proper to advance his Ught troops, as well to order the mills 
to grind under pain of military execution, as to procure intelligence ot 
the moft convenient place tki pafs the RbanokSy and thi fituation 0 t >e, 

Brltifti troops in Virginia. 

• In the beginning of May, Lieutenant-colonel Tarletdir,^ tirilli one 
hundred and eighty dragoons, and the light companies of the Sad and 
of Hamdton's North-Carolina regiment, both mounted on horfes, ad- 
vanced in front of the army, croffed the Nahunta and Coteckney 
breeks, and foon reached the Tarr river. On his route he ordeted'the 
inhabitants to coltea great quantities of provifions for the King’s troops, 
whofe numbers he magniHed in order to awe the militia, and fecure a 
retreat for his detachment, in cafe the Roanoke could not be pafled. 
When Lieutenant -colonel Tarleton had proceeded over the Tarr, he re- 
ceived iuftruaions, (M.) if the country beyond that river could afford a 
tolerable fupply of flour and meal for the army, to make ev«y poffible 
effort to procure information of General Phillips : Upon finding t e 
difttias rfiors fruitful as- he advanced) be detettnaiiedj by a rapid marc , 
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to make an attempt upon Halifax, where the militia were aflembling, 
and by that raeafurc open a paflage acrofs the Roanoke, for feme of 
the emiflaries, who had been difpatched into Virginia, to return to the 
King’s troops in North Carolina. 


On this move the Americans at Swift creek, and afterwards at Fifli- 
ing creek, attempted to flop the progrefs of the advanced guard ; but 
their efforts were baffled, and they were difperfed with fome lofs. 

The Britifli took the fhorteft rogd to Halifax, to prevent the militia re- 
ceiving reinforcements, and recovering from the confteruation probably 
diffufed throughout that, place by the fugitives from the creeks. The 
event anfwered the expeflation '. The Americans were charged and de- atirmifhatt 

« , • w • ...... , 

fcated in detached parties, in the environs and in the town, before they 
had fettled any regular plan of operation : The ground about half a 
mile in front of Halifax afforded a itrong pofition, of which they did - 
not avail themfelves ; but they were furprifisd whilft aflembling on the 
wrong fide of the bridge over a deep ravine, and were routed with con<- 
fufion and krft; The only ufeful expedient which they had adopted was. 
the fecuring a number of the boats belonging to the inhabitants of the 
place on the other Tide of the river, w'here a party began to intrench, 
themfelves, and from whence they fired upon the Britifh when they 
approached the bank : This circumftance, howevftr, could only be a 
temporary inconvenience to the King’s troops, becaufe the Americans 
would be obliged to abandon that poft on the arrival of the cannon,, 
the eminence on the fide of Halifax To perfeflly commanded the oppo- 
llte fhore. 


The damage fuftalned by the light troops in taking poffeffion of 
Halifax amounted only to three men wounded, and a few horfes killed 
and wounded. , Some ftores of continental cloathing and other fupplies 

were 
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-Chap.'Y. .were found in the place. Without lofs of time, guards were placed 
■,on all the avenues to the poft, and fpies were difpatched over the river 
above and below the town, to gain intelligence of General Phillips. 
Thefe precautions and neceflary proceedings were Ipeedily completed, 
owing to the affiflance of Lieutenant-colonel Hamilton, who had for- 
merly been connedled with that quarter of North Carolina, and was 
u volunteer on this expedition. A report was afterwards difpatched to 
Earl Cornwallis, defcribing the fituation of the enemy on the oppofite 
■bank of the river, and the accounts from Virginia, which were yet 
dark and perplexing. In his letter, Tarleton requefted that the light 
■company of the guards might be detached on horleback to affift him in 
•the defence of his prefent -poft, till he could procure authentic informa- 
tion from James river, as it was rather hazardous for a corps of light 
dragoons, without carbines, arid fixty infantry, to remain on the fame 
■ground many days and nights, near fifty miles from the army, in a po- 
■pulous and hoftile country. This tequefi: was not in any refpeft com- 
plied with : It was anfwered, that the body of the King’s troops could 
not advance beyond Vivaret’s (a.) mill, before favourable news was ob- 
tained of General 'Phillips ; that the light company of the guards 
could not proceed for want of horfes ; but that Tarleton might flay a 
■few days at Halifax, if he thought it fafe, in order to acquire intelli- 
£-ence from the northward. 

As the rumours from Virginia at. this period were obfcure, and the 
accounts of Lord Rawdon’s having beat General Greene were confi- 
dently (a.) reiported, and daily confirmed, (b.) Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton deemed it probable that Earl Cornwallis would forego the ex- 
pedition towards James river, and return upon the back of Greene to 

fa.) In note Mi (a.) In note N. .(b.) In note M. 
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the frontier of South Carolina. To wait the event of intelligence or Chap. V. 
orders with greater Iccurity, he changed his ground, by leaving Ha- 
lifax under the infpeflion of an advanced picket during the day, and he 
took a pofitlon with his corps behind the ravine half a mile from the 
town. In this iituation he earneftly watched every path and road to his 
camp, and ufed efforts to colledl and fccure a number of boats fome 
dlftance below tlie town ; In this latter employment ha was greatly 
afiiftcd by fome refugees and negroes ; and his fufpenfe concerning 
General Phillips was alleviated by the appearance of fome friends and 
cmiflaries from Virginia, who brought information that the Britifh 
troops had not quitted James river, "but were at or near Cabbin point. 

This news was immediately communicated to Earl Cornwallis by ex- 
prefs, who inftantly forwarded the light company (b.) of the guards, 
with fome pioneers, and a piece of cannon. 

Before the light company of the guards, and Lieutenant Sitther- 
land, of the engineers, who was with them, arrived at Halifax, the 
militia evacuated the intrenchments they had thrown up on the oppo- 
fite bank : Previous to their quitting the river, they damaged or fcut- 
tled the batteaux within their power, which were, however, foon re- 
paired by the carpenters of the town and the pioneers of the army. 

In order to fecure the boats and the paffage. Lieutenant Sutherland 
conftrufted a fmall work beyond the river, which was garriibned by 
a company of light infantry till the army arrived. 

As foon as Earl Cornwallis reached the Roanoke, he ordered Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarletou to crofs it with the cavalry and two com- 




(b.) In note N. 
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panies of mounted infantry, to explore the country and find out the 
convenient places for paffing the fivers Meherrin and Nottoway, 
which lay between his army and Peterfturg, the place of rendezvous 
propofed in his lordlhip’s letters to General Phillips. The light troops 
had not proceeded above four miles beyond the Roanoke, when his 
lordflrip, attended by fix dragoons of his guard, overtook them, and 
halted their march. On the arrival of fome country people, Earl 
Cornwallis direaed Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton to difmount hrs dra- 
goons and mounted infantry, and to form them into a rank entire, for 
the convenient infpeaion of the inhabitants, and to facilitate the dif- 
covery of the villains who had committed atrocious outrages the pre- 
ceding evening. A ferjeant and one private dragoon were pointed out, 
and accufed of rape and robbery : They were conduded to Halifax, 
where they were condemned to death by martial law. The immediate 
infiiaion of the fentence exhibited to the army and manifefted to the 
country the difcipline and juftice of the Britiflr general 


The light troops reached and paffed the river Meherren at Armftead’s ■ 

bridge on the 14th of May : The next day they proceeded “ *= JSTot- 
toway, which they found Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe had croffed higher 

up, on his march towards Earl Cornwallis, who, in the mean tme. . 
had arrived at Jones’ houfe to the northward of the Roanoke. The 
light troops of the two corps having removed all impediments betwMn 
their tefpedlve armies, and dlfcovered fords in lien of bridges, which 
the Americans had deftroyed. Brigadier-general Arnold, who had for a 
few days commanded the King’s troops in Virginia, with an efcort le 

his own camp to meet Earl CornwaUis. 


Majoh-general Phillips, equally beloved and refpeaed for his 

virtues and Ins military talents, died at Peterfburg a fliort perro 

‘ ■ before 
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before the jundion of the royal forces. Some information, having Cha.?. V. 
reached Earl Gornwallis, after he palTed the Roanoke, relative to the 
nnion of a great reinforcement, deftined for the American army under 
the Marquis de la Fayette, he preffed (O.) forwards his march with 
great diligence, left the enemy fhould attempt any thing againft the 
Biitifh at Peterlburg before his arrival : No movement was made by 
the Americans in the abfence of Brigadier-general Arnold ; and Earl Earl Cora- 

. . I ' I • 1 Ml* f wails unites 

Gornwallis joined his own corps to that which was Phiilips , and took the royal ar- 

' , ■ ■ • • # *' ' ■■■roies at ■ 

the direction of all the King’s troops in Virginia foon after the middle terfturgh. 

of May. 

The force recently employed on James (P.) river, and now added 
by Earl Cornwallis to his Carolina army, conhfted of a refpedable de- 
tachment of royal artillery, two battalions of light infantry, the 76th 
and 80th Britifh regiments, the HefSan regiment of Prince Hercdi- 
taircv Licutenant-colonei Simeoe’s corps of cavalry and infantry, com- 
monly called the Queen’s rangers, one hundred yagers, and Arnold’s 
American legion ; befides the garrifon of Portfmouth on Elizabeth 
river. This combination, which had coft Earl Cornwallis fo much 
toil and folicitude, was fcarcely completed, when he received Lord 
Rawdon’s report of the advantage obtained over General Greene before 
Camden. This favourable circumftance, and the account of three 
Britifli regiments having failed from Cork for Charles town, eafed his 
anxiety for South Carolina, and gave him brilliant hopes of a glorious 
campaign in thofe parts of America where he commanded. 

Immediate meafurcs (Q.) being adopted by Earl Cornwallis to 
inform Sir Henry Clinton of his arrival at Peterfburg, and to notify 

(O.) Note O. (P.) Note P. (Q^ Note Q. 
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V to the gartifona of Charles towa and Wilmington, that no additional 

tranfports would be wanted in Cape-fear riuer ; his lordlhip proceeded to 

learn the Hate of the enemy and the country, and to form arrange- 
ments, previous to his entering upon aSive operations. The light 
troops and fpies were direded to find out the fituatlon and ftrength of 
the Marquis de la Fayette : A patrole under Lteutenant-colonel Tarle- 
ton being pulhed to Warwick court houfe, fell in with a party of four 
hundred militia in that neighbourhood, who were routed with gieat 
lofs to the Americans, and a trifiing detriment to the Brit.fl. the for- 
mer being furprifed, and the latter confidctably flnelded by a ^ 

of rain, which prevented the militia from ufing their fim arms : Fifty 
Americans were condufted to Peterlburg : From the ptifoncrs and by 
emiffaries it was clearly difeovered that about one thoufand contmenta 
troops were pofted between Wiltown and Richmond, waiting the junc- 
tion of General Wayne with the Peniifylvania line, and the eapeded 
re’uiforceBQents of militia. 

About this time the arrival of a reinforcement (S.) from New York 
for the Chefapeak army was. announced to Earl Corn walks : The com- 
mander in chief had difpatched General Leflie, whofe health had be- 
nefited by the fea air on the late voyage, and who was always zealous 
for the public fervice, with the 17th and 43d Britifh regiments, an 
two battalions of Anfpach, into Virginia, upon receiving news of the 
march from Wilmington. This addition of force prompted Earl Corn- 
wallis to accelerate the meafures for paffing James river : A movement 
of the King’s troops from Peterlburg towards the frigates, armed ve - 
feis, and boats, would fave time both to the navy and army, would 
prevent the Americans giving oppofition, and would facilitate the junc- 

■' i ^ (S.) Note s. 
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tion of any part of the troops lately arrived from New York : Accord- Chap. V, 
ingly the royal forces marched to Mead’s houfe, oppofite to Colonel 
Byrd’s, at Weftover. The paffage of the river at that place afforded 
an eafy entrance into a fertile quarter of Virginia, and enabled the 
Britifh to profecute fuch operations agalnft the Americans as future cir- 
cumftanccs fhould render eligible. 


Some boats which had been conftru£led under the infpedllon of Briga- 
dier-general Arnold, for the convenience of the royal forces on their ar- 
rival at Portfmouth, were of great utility on the prefent occafion. The 
channel of the ferry, at wbiph the infmtry, the cavalry, the artillery. The Brkifli 
the bat horfes, the baggage, and the waggons, were to crofs, exceeded a{^Weft- 
two miles ; but fuch were the exertions of the detachment of fallors, 
under the orders of Captains Aplln and Dundafs, that the paffage was 
completed in lefs than three days. Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe, with 
the Queen’s rangers, and the yagers, firft arrived at Weftover : Great 
part of the infantry and cannon, and all the baggage, followed that 
divifion : The legion cavalry (R.) and fome mounted infantry, who 
had been ported five miles from Mead’s, on the Peterfburg road, at 
the commencement of the embarkation, were now diredled to move 
through the brigade of guards, who covered the rear, and on their 
landing at the oppofite fhore, to march towards Turkey ifland. 


During the paffage of the troops, Earl Cornwallis diredled the 
43d regiment, who were p^irt of the late reinforcement, to join the 
army; and he defired Major-general Leflie, to proceed with the 17th, 
and two battalions of Anfpach, to Portfmouth, in order to take the 
command of that port. Brigadier-general Arnold obtained leave to 


return 



Chap. V. 


The Marquis 
dela Fayette 
cr(^ires the 
Si)uth and 
Noith Anna. 
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return to New York, where bufinefs of confequence demanded his 
attendance. As fnon as the guards and 43d regiment reached Weft- 
over, the main body followed the advanced guard to Turkey iflaiid, 
and on the 2 7th of May encaraped near White -oak fwamp. Informa- 
tion was obtained at this place, that the Marquis de la Fayette had 
abandoned Richmond, and crofted the Chickahomany. The royal 
army pointed their courfe towards Bottom bridge, on that river, and 
the Americans moved with celerity aerofs the South and North Anna. 

A FEW days afterwards, Lieutenartt-colonel Tarieton being directed 
to afcertain with his cavalry the fituation of the continentals, he ad- 
vanced to their camp near Mattapony river, drove in their pickets, and 
made them ftand to th^ir Whilft in this {ituation, a pat role, 

which had been fent towards the rear of the enemy, conducted an ex- 
prefs and his difpatches to Lfieutenant-colonel Tarleton. Araongft 
other papers of con fequence from the Marqus de la Fayette to Gene- 
rals Greene, Steuben, &C. one letter, addrefted to Mr. JefFerfon, the 
governor of Virginia, was particularly ftriking ; After exhorting that 
gentleman to turn out the militia, he prophetically declared, that the 
Britifh fucccfs in Virginia refembled the French invafion and pqfleflion 
of Hanover in the preceding war, and was likely to have fimilar con- 
fequences, if the government and the country would exert themfelves 
at the prefent jundure. The light troops having effeded their orders, 
retired gradually from the prefence of their enemy, and with a few 
priftniers returned to the royal encampment near the North Anna. 

At this period, the fuperlority of the army, and the great fupeiio- 
rity of the light troops, were fuch as to have enabled the Britifh to 
traverfe the country without apprehenfion or difficulty, either to de- 
ftroy ftores and tobacco in the neighbourhood of the rivers, or to 

undertake 
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utidertake more important expeditions. While the main body was in CEAt. V, 
Hanover county, and the Marquis de la Fayette lay between them 
and Frederickfburg, Earl Cornwallis had clear intelligence of the 
meeting of the governor and affembly at Charlotteville, under the pro- 
teftion of a guard, in order to vote taxes for the exigencies of govern- 
ment, to concert meafures for the augmentation of the eighteen- 
months men, or ftate troops, and to iflue commands for a large draft 
of militia. At the fame time he obtained information, that Baron Steu- 
ben was gone to Point of Fork, which is fituated at the extremity of 
James river, between the Fluvanna and Rivanna, with the eighteen- 
months men, to cover a continental ftore, confifting of cannon, fmall 
arms, and ; accoutrements. To fruftrate thefe intentions, and to dif- 
trefs the Americans, by breaking up the aflembly at Charlotteville, . 

, and by taking or deftroying the arms a|||| other ftores at Point of Fork, , 

I his Lordfliip employed Lieutenant-coloneil^a.) Tarieton on the former 
! expedition, as raoft diftant, and on that account more within the Earl Com- • 

i r ■ t " '■ 1 •■'t a''' ■■ t 'V ■■■■'■ ' ' waliis' fends 

reach of cavalrj, whui: b toe latter eiiterprize to the exe-«» detachments 

, cution of Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe, (b.) with the yagers,- the infan- flores. 

try, and the huffars of the rangers- It was defigned that thefe blows 
' Ihould, as near as circumftances would permit, he flrucfc at the fame 
moment ; that Tarleton, after completing his. bufinefs, fhould retire 
down the Rivanna, to give affiftance to Simcoe, if he failed in his firft 
attempt, and that both fhould afterwards •Join the army, which would 
I in the mean time file to the left, through Goochland county, and ap- 
* proach the Point of Fork. 

) ■ : ' ■ ^ : 

Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, with one -hundred and eighty. 

dragoons, fupported by Captain Champagne of the 23d regiment, and 


(a.) In note W. (b.) In note W. 
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■Chap. V. feveaty mounted infantry, left the army in the beginning of June, 
and proceeded between the North and South xAnna. The heat of the 
weather obliged him to refrefh his men and horfes in the middle of 
the day : He prefled forwards in the afternoon, halted at eleven near 
Louifa court houfe, and remained on a plentiful plantation till two 
o’clock in the morning, at which time he again refumed his march. 
-Before dawn he fell in with twelve waggons that w'ere on their jour- 
ney, .under a weak guard, from the upper parts of Virginia and hlary- 
land, with arms and clothing for the continental troops in South 
Carolina. The waggons and flores were burnt, that no time might 
he loft, or diminution of force made, by giving -them an efcort. Soon 
after daybreak, fome of the principal gentlemen of Virginia, who had 
fled to the borders of the mountains for fecurity, were taken out of 
their beds : Part were and .left' with their families, while 

others, who were fufpeaeJI^ more hoftile in their fentimeuts, were 
Tn the. neip-hbourhood of Dr. Walker’s, a member of the 
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As foon as one hundred cavalry had paffed the water, Lieutenant- CaAF..V* 
colonel Tarleton diredled them to charge into the town, to continue 
the confufion of the Americans, and to apprehend, if pdffible, the 
governor and affembly. Seven members of affembly were fecured r ^ 

A Brigadier-general Scott, and feveral officers and men, were killed, 
wounded, or taken. The attempt to fecure Mr. Jefferfbn was ineffec- 
tual ; he difcovered the Britiffi dragoons from his houfe, which ffanda 
on the point of a mountain, before they could approach him, and he 
provided for his perfonal liberty by a precipitate retreat. A great 
quantity of ffores were found in Charlotteviile and the neighbourhood j 
one thoufand new firelocks that had l>een manufadlured at Frede- 
rickfburg were broken : Upwards of four hundred barrels of powder 
were deffroyed : Several hogfheads of tobacco, and feme continental 
clothing and accoutrements, lhared the fame fate. The next morning 
the Britiffi were joined by almit twenty men, who being foldiers of 
the Saratoga army, had been difperled throughout the diftriS, and 
allowed to work in the vicinity of the barracks, where they had been 
originally imprifoned. ^ Many more- would probably have joined their 
countrymen, if Lieutenant- colonel Tarleton had been at liberty to 
remain at Charlotteviile a few days ; but his duty pointed out the pro- 
priety of returning the lame afternoon, with his corps and tlie pri- 
foners, down the Rivanna, towards the Point of Fork.' 

The gentlemen taken on this expedition were treated with kindnefs 
and liberality. In different converfations with Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton, on the Hate of public affairs, they generally and feparately 
avowed, that if England could prevent the intended co-operation of the 
French fleet and army with the American forces during the enfuing 
autumn, both Congrefs and the country would gladly diflblve the 
French alliaiice, and enter into treaty with Great Britain. Thefc- 

fentimenfe 
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imunicated to Earl Cornwallis, wHo, OOUDtieis, 

) the commander in chief, for the information of 
Vcft Indies, and the minifter in England. Tho 
, both civil and military, were retrained by their 
the camps or line of march of the light troops 
irmy, which they faithfully complied with ; but 
fecured as prifoners of war. 


,e mean time, Lieutenant-colonel mmeoe execuieu u.c 
ted to his direaion with great .zeal and indefatigable attention, 
heuben did not wait the attack of the King’s troops, but aban- 
Point of Fork on their approach, loft part of his rear guard in 
,g from that place. The Britilh found in the magazine fevcral 
Lortars and cannon, an immenfe quantity of fmall arms under 
and other valuable military ftores. If the diftance would have 

1 Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe to fend a fmall party of huflws to 

the corps at Charlotteville of the flight of the Americans, 

lant-colonel Tarleton might have been in time to harafs Baron 

n’s progrefs, whilft Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe could have preffed 
the rear ; and a combination of this fort would in all probabi- 
lye ruined that body of new levies : But the diftance of tbirty- 
iles in an enemy’s country, and the uncertainty of Tarleton’s 
. r^nrefented fuch a co-operation as too fpeculative and 


Upon the arrival of the main body at Jei 
neighbourhood of Point of Fork, Earl Con 
carriages.to be ‘provided for -the conveyance 

.other ftores, captured at Point -of Fork. Th 
4own the cOttCftry wsfe, m general, difmifl 
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Immediately afterwards, the 76th regiment, commanded by Major Chap^V^ 
Needham, were attached to the Britiih legion, who were dIresSled to 
flipply them with horfes for an- expeditom This bufinefs was almoft 
completed, when Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton received a copy of his 
inftrudtions, (T.) which guided his march firft to Albemarle court 
houle, to deftroy the magazine at that place, and from thence acrofs 
the Fluvanna, to attempt General Steuben ;Tt was ftrongly recom- 
mended to defeat and difperfe his corps, as they were the foundation 
of a large body of eighteen- months men, lately voted by the province,. 

Tarleton was likewife enjoined to da his utmoft to intercept any light 
troops that might be on their way frona South Carolina, and to deftroy 
all the ftores and proviiions between the Dan and Fluvanna, that the 
continental armies might receive no affiftance from fuch fupplies.. 

Thefe fervices being performed, the Britifh light troops were to re-- 
turn, with all (a.) their ptifuners, both civil and military, to Man - 
chefter, where boats would be in readincfs to receive and convey them- 
to the royal army at Richmond. Before Lieutenant-coloneLTarletw 
left his camp to proceed upon this enterprize, reports reached head- 
quarters, that the ftores were removed from Albemarle court houfe,. 
and that the Baron Steuben had made a circuitous move, in order to- 
form a jimftion with the American army, which had now crofted the 
North Anna ; the expedition, therefore, was countermanded,- and the The Bridffi. 
royal forces commenced their march towards Weftham. Richmond. 

The Marquis- de la Fayette, who had hitherto pradtifed defenftve The Marqui*.-- 

manoeuvres with Mil and fecurity, being now reinforced by General fv>limvs''thc.** 

' ' ' ' ' ' 'King’s 

W ayne, with about eight hundred continentals, and fome detachments troops.. 

of militia, followed (V.) the Britifti as they proceeded down James 


(T.) Note T. 


(a.) Ill note T, 


(V.) Note V. 
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Chap. V. river. This defign being judicbuflj arranged, ani executed with ex- 
treme caution, allowed opportunity for the junaion of General Stu- 
ben, confined the fmall detachments of 'the King’s troops, and both 
faved the property, and animated the drooping fpmts, of the Virgi- 
nians. While the royal army marched, (a.) the rear and left flank 
were covered by 4he Britifh legion and the 76th regiment on horfe- 
back 5 and on its arrival - at Richmond, Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe, 

with his corps, was pofted at Weftham, and Lieutenant-coL^^ 

Tarlcton, at Meadow bridge. During thefe operations, the Marquis 
de la Fayette continued to approach with the main body, and he ad- 
vanced his light troops to harafs the patroles. On the 18th, (a.) 

Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton made a forced march, to attempt Gene- 
ral Muhlenberg’s detachment, who evaded the blow by an early re- 
treat, and the Britifh legion returned to the royal army* 

feARL Cornwallis left Richmond on the 20th, and dlreaed Ms 

wXulcourfe by Bottom bridge and New-Kent court houfe for Wilhamfturgh* 
iiamfburgh. movement, the King’s troops deftroyed fome cannon and ftores 

•as they pailbd through the country. After the Ghickahomany^was 
paired, Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe, with his corps, covered part of the 
rear, by proceeding flowly on the banks of that river ; and Lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton performed the fame fervice, by conftantly inclining 

to the Pamunkey. In the mean while, the Marquis de la Fayette 

'employed the light troops, Supported by the continentals^, to ang 
upon the rear. At the time the royal army quitted New-Kent court 

houfe, the main body of the Americans approached within twe ve 
mUes of that place ; which eircumftance nearly occafioned Earl Corn- 


(a.) In note Vi 


(a.) In note U; 
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wallls to countermarch, but, upon reflcition, he purfued his defiga of Chap, "V:. 
movhig to Williamfturgh, w^h he arrived on the 25th of June. 


Early next morning, the Britifh legion were diredled to march from 
their pofition In front, leaving only a captain’s detachment to forage 
for the regiment, and to proceed through the army to Burrel’s ferry 
on James’ river. Before the horfes were unbridled, the found of 
mulketry and cannon announced the commencement of an aftion at 
the outpoft, and Lord Ghewton foon afterwards delivered Earl Corn- 
wallis’ orders for the cavalry and mounted infantry to repair with ex- 
pedition to the army, (b.) who were already moving to the relief of 
Lieutenant-colonel Simeoe. The Queen’s rangers had deflroyed a 
number of boats and feme ilores on their route down the Chickaho- 
many, and were now advanced to Spencer’s plantation, within fix 
miles of Williamlburgh, when they were (c.) attacked by about feven 
hundred light troops, under Colonel Butler, fupported by forae conti- 
nentals, under General Wayne. 


The cavalry and infantry of the rangers, with the detachment ofAffairnear 
Heffian yagers, under Captain Ewald, gallantly refilled the efforts ofhomany, 
the affailauts, who finding they had not effeded a furprife, and that 
they could not make the impreflion they expeded, began to be appre- 
henfive for their own retreat. The movement of Lieutenant-colonef 
Tarleton from his advanced poll in the morning was a favourable in- 
cident for the Americans; for if the legion foraging party, Tinker 
Captain Ogilvie, w'ho accidentally approached the flank of the rifle- 
men, could produce hefitation and aflonlfhment, the charge of the 
whole cavalry mufl have confiderable alTifled Lieutenant-colonel Sim* 




(l>.) In iiote U. 
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•Copy of Earl Cornwallis's difpatch. No, 8, to Lord George Gewmin, Notes to ths 
dated Guildford f lyth March ^ ly Zi, Chapter. 


My Lord, 

X II A V E the fatlsfa 5 :ion to inform your lordfliip, that His Majefty’s 
-troops tinder my command obtained a fignal vi6tory, on the 15th in- 
ilant, over the rebel army commanded by General Greene. 


In purfuance of my -intended plan, communkated to your lordfhip 
in my difpatch, No. 7, I had encamped, on the 13th inftant, at the 
Quakers’ meeting between the forks of Deep river. On the 14th I re- 
ceived information that General Butler, with a body of North-Caro- 
Jina militia and the expeded reinforcements from Virginia, faid to con- 
fift of a Virginia ftate regiment, a corps of Virginia eighteen-months 
men, three thoufand Virginia militia and recruits for the Maryland 
line, had joined General Greene, and that the whole army, which was 

reported 
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reported to amount to nine or ten thoufand men, was marching to at- 
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tack the Britifli troops. During the afternoori intelligence was brought, 
which was confirmed in the night, that he had advanced that day to 
Guildford, about twelve miles from our camp. Being now perfuaded 
that he had refolved to hazard an engagement, after detaching Lieute- 
nant-colonel Hamilton (a.) with our waggons and baggage, efcorted by 
his own regiment, a detachment of one hundred infiintry, and twenty 
cavalry, towards Bell’s mill on Deep river, I marched with the refl; of 
the corps at daybreak on the morning of the 1 5th, to meet the enemy, 
or attack them in their encampment. About four miles from Guild- 
ford our advanced guard, (b.) commanded by Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton, fell in with a corps of the enemy, confifting of Lee’s le- 
gion, fome backmountainmen and Virginia militia, which he attacked 
with bis ufual good condudl and fpirit, and defeated ; and, continuing 
our march, we found the rebel army polled on rifing grounds about a 
mile and a half from the court houfe. The prifoners taken by Lieute- 
nant-colonel Tarleton having been feveral days with the advanced corps, 
could give me no account of the enemy’s order or pofition, and the 
country people were extremely inaccurate in their defeription of the 
ground. Immediately between the head of the column and the ene^ 
my’s line was a confiderable plantation, one large field of which was 
on our left of the road, and two others, with a wood of about two 
hundred yards broad, between them, on our right of it ; beyond thefe 
fields the wood continued for feveral miles to our right. The wood 
beyond the plantation in our front, in the fkirt of which the enemy’s 
firfl line was formed, was about a mile in depth, the road then leading 
into an extenfive fpace of cleared ground about Guildford court houfe. 
The woods on our right and left w'ere reported to be impracticable for 
jannon ; but as that on our right appeared the mofl open, I refolved to 
attack the left wing of the enemy ; and, wiiilfl: my difpofition was 

making 
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making for that purpofe, I ordered Lieutenant Macleod to bring for* Notes to the, 
ward the guns and cannonade their center. The attack was direfted to Chaptar. 
be made in the following order : 

On the right, (c.) the regiment of Bofe and the 71ft regiment, hi 
by Major-general Lefiie, and fupported by the i ft battalion of guards.; 

I on the left, the 23d and 33d (d.) regiments, led by Lieutenant-eolonel 
Webfter, and fupported by the grenadiers and ad battalion O’f guards, 
commanded by Brigadier-general O’Hara ; the yagers and light infan- 
try of the guards remained in the wood on the left of the guns, and 

1 the cavalry in the road, ready to aft as oircumftauces might require. 

Gur preparations being made, the aflion began at about half an hour 
paft one in the afternoon; Major-general Leflie, after being obliged, 

1 by the great extent of the enemy’s line, to bring up the ift battalion 

I of guards to the right of the regiment of Bofe, foon defeated every 

thing before him ; Lieutenant-colonel Webfter having joined the left 
of Major-general Leflie’s divifion, was no lefs fuccefsful in his front; 
when, on finding that the left of the 33d was expofed to a heavy fire 
from the right wing of the enemy, he changed his front to the left, 
and, being fupported by the yagers and light infantry of the guards, 
attacked and routed it ; the grenadiers and sd battalion of the guards 
.moving forward to occupy the ground left vacant by the movement of 
Lieuteuant-coionel Webfter. 


' All the infantry being now in the line, Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton 
had diredtions to keep his cavalry compact, and not to charge without 
■pofitlve orders, except to protetft any of the corps from the moft evi- 
dent danger of being defeated. The cxeeffive thicknefs of the woods 
rendered our bayonets of little ufe, and enabled the broken enemy to 
make frequent ftands, with an irregular fire, which occafioned fome 

R r lofs, 
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Notes to ti.e lofs, Mid to^cveral of the corps great delay, particularly on our right, 
Chnpcr. where the ift battalion of the guards and regiment of Bofe were 
warmly engaged in front, flank, and rear, with fome of the enemy 
that had been routed on the firfl: attack, and with part of the extee- 
miry of their left wing, which, by the clofenefs of the woods, had 
been palTed unbroken. The 71ft regiment and grenadiers, and 2d bat- 
talion of the guards, not knowing what was paffing on their right, 
and hearing the fire advance on their left, continued to move forward, 
the artillery keeping pace with them on the road, followed by the ca- 
valry. The 2d battalion of guards firfl; gained the clear ground near 
Guildford court houfe, and found a corps of continental infantry, much 
fuperior in number, formed in the open field on the left of the road. 
Glowhig with impatience to fignalize themfelves, they mflantly at- 
tacked and defeated them, .taking two fix-pounders j but, purluing 
into the wood with too much ardour, were thrown into confufion by a 
heavy fire, and immediately charged and driven (e.) back into the field 
by Colonel Wafliiagton’s dragoons, with the lofs of the fix-pounders 
they had taken. The enemy’s cavalry was foon. repulfed by a well-dt- 
reaed fire from two three-pounders jufl brought up by Lieutenant 
Macleod, and by the appearance of the grenadiers of the guards, and 
of the 71ft regiment, which, having been impeded by fome deep ra- 
vines, were now coming out of the wood on the right of the guaids, 
oppofite to the court houfe. By the fpirited exertions of Brigadier-ge- 
neral O’Hara, though wounded, the 2d battalion of the guaids was 
foon rallied, and, fupported by the grenadiers, returned to the diarge 
xvith the greatefl alacrity. The 23d regiment arriving at that inflant 
from, our left, and Lieutenant-colonel, Tarleton having advanced wit 1 
part of the cayairy, the enemy were foon put to flight, and the two 
fix-pounders once 'more, fell into our hands ; two ammunition waggons, 

tiid two the.cirtillcry^ they^ hzd iu the f 

^ ' were. 
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were likewife taken. About this time the 33d regiment and light in- Noteuo the 

* " ■ , h ■ ■ ■ . ■ , " ' Fifth 

I , ' .faiitrj ..of the .guards, after overcomiog .many; d.ifiiculties, co..mplctc1y c-h:ipten 

( routed the corps which was oppofed to them, and put* an end to the 
adion in this (f.) quarter. The 23d and 7 lil regiments, Witii part of 

( the cavalry, were ordered to purfue ; the remainder of the cavalry 
was detached with Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton to our right, (g.) 

I where a heavy fire ftill continued, and where his appearance and fpi- 
rited attack contributed much to a fpeedy termination of the a£Hon. 

[ The militia, with which our right wing had been engaged, difpcrl’ed 

! in the woods ; the continentals went off by the Reedy fork, beyond 

which it was not in my power to follow them, as their cavalry had fuf- 
fered but little. ' Gur troops were exceffively fatigued by an aflion 
t which lafted an hour and a half, and our wounded, difijerfed over an 

; extenfive fpace of country, required immediate attention. The care of 

' ' ' . . 

1 our wounded, and the total want of provifions in an exhaufied coun- 

try, made it equally impoffible for me to follow the blow the next day. 

The enemy did not flop until they got to the iron works on Trouble- 
fome creek, eighteen miles from the field of battle. 

From our obfervatlon, and the heft accounts we could procure, we 
did not doubt but the ftrength of the enemy exceeded feven thouiand 
men; their militia compofed their line, with parties advanced to the 
rails of the field in their front ; the continentals were poffed obliquely 
I in the rear of their right wing. Their cannon fired on us whilft we 
were forming from the center of the line of militia, but were with- 
I drawn to the continentals before the attack. 


I hAve the honour to enclofe to your lordffip the llfi; of our killed 
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that a great Dumber of the men will foon recover, h cannot afcertalm 
the lofs of the enemy, but it muft have been couficlerable ; betweem 
two and three hundred dead were left upon the field r many of their- 
wounded that w'ere able to move, whillT: we were employed in the care ■ 
of our own, efcaped and followed the routed enemy ;- and our cattle 
drivers and forage parties have reported to me, that the houfes in a cir- 
cle of fix or eight miles round us« are full of others r Thofe that re- 
mained we have taken the heft care of m our power. We took fewt 
prifoners, owing- to the exceffive thicknefs of the wood facilitating 
their efcape, and every man of our army being repeatedly, wanted.fokfi 
aftion.. 


Notes to the 
Fifth 
' Chapter. 


The conduct and adtions of the officers and' foldiers- that' compofe* 
this little army will do more juftice to- their merit- than I can by/ 
words. Their perfevering intrepidity in aftion; their invincible pa- 
tience in the hardihips and fatigues of a march of above fix hundred* 
miles, in which they have forded; feveral large rivers and numberlefs 
creeks, many of which would be reckoned large rivers in any othen 
country ill the world, without tents or covering againft the climate, 
and often without provifions-, will fufficiently manifeft their ardent 
zeal for the honour and interefts oftlieir Sovereign and their, country.. , 


I HAVE been particularly indebted' to Major-general Leflie for hia 
gallantry and exertion in the adion, as well as his affiftance in every 
other part of the fervice. The zeal and fpirit of Brigadier-general 
O’Hara merit my higheft commendations ; for after receiving, two 
dangerous wounds he continued in the field whilft the adtion lafted ; 
by his earned; attention on all other occafibns, feconded by the officers 
and foldiers of his brigade t His Majefty’s. guards are no lefs diftin- 
guifhed by their order and difcipline than by their fpLrit and valour. 
' ' ' ■ ' . ■ ^ The 
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The rieffian regiment of Bofe deferves nay warmeft praifes for its d if- Notes to the 
cipline, alacrity, and courage, and does honour to Major Du Buy, Chapter.- 
who commands it, and who is an officer of fuperior merit, I am 
much obliged to Brigadier-general Howard, who ferved as volunteer, 
for his fpirited example- on all occafions. Lieutenant-colonel Webfter- 
eondudled his brigade like an officer of experience and gallantry.. 
Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton’b good condudl: and fpirit in the manage- 
ment of his cavalry was confpicuous during the whole adion ; and 
Lieutenant Macleod, vvho commanded the artillery, proved himfelf 
upon this, as well as all former occafions, a moft capable and deferving 
officer. The attention and exertions of my aid-de-camps, and of all 
the other public officers of the army,, contributed very much to the 
iuccefs of the day. 

I HAVE conftantly received the moft' zealous affiftance from Gover- 
nor Martin during my command in the foutheru diftridl : Hoping that ^ ^ 

his prefence would tend to incite the loyal fubjeds of this province to 
take an aflive part with us, He has chearfully fubmitted to the fatigues 
and dangers of our campaign : But his delicate conftitution has fliffered 
by his public fpirit ; for, by the advice of the phyficiaus, he is now. 
obliged to return to England for the recovery of^his health. ^ ; 

This part of the country is fo totally dtftitute of fubriftence, that 
forage is not nearer than nine miles, and the foldiers have been tvvo 
days without bread ; I ftiail, therefore, leave about feventy (h.) of the 
worft of the wounded cafes at the New-garden Quaker meeting houfe, 
with proper affiftance, and move the remainder with the army to-mor-. -,. 


row morning to. Bell’s mill. I hope our- friends will Iieartiiy take an 
aflive part with us, to which I, fhall continue to encourage them ; ftill 
approaching our fliipping by ealy marches, that we. may procure tlia 
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Notes to Ac neceffary fupplies for farther operations, and lodge our fick and wounded 

Fifth 

Chapter, where proper attention can be paid to them. 

This difpatch will be delivered to your lordfhip by my aid-de-camp. 
Captain Brodrick, who is a very promifing officer, and whom I beg 
leave to recommend to yoitr lordffilp’s countenance and favour. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


i il 


(NOTE B. ) 

keturn of the hilled, wounded, and miffing, of the troops under the cont^ 
niand of Lieutenant-general Earl Cornwallis, in the aSllon at Guildford, 
March i$th, 1781. 

ROYAL artillery, i lieutenant, i rank and file, killed; 4 rank 
and file wounded. 

Brigade of guards, i lieutenant colonel, 8 ferjeants, 28 rank and 
file, killed ; 2 brigadier generals, 6 captains, i enfign, i ftaff officer, 
2 ferjeants, 2 drummers, 143 rank and file, wounded; 22 rank and 
file miffing. 

23d foot, i lieutenant, 12 rank and file, killed; i captain, i fer- 

jeant, 53 rank and file, wounded. 

33d foot. 1 enfign, i ferjeant, 9 rank and file, killed ; i lieutenant 
colonel, 2 lieutenants, 3 enfigns; l ftaff officer, i ferjeant, 55 rank 
"and file, wounded. 

. ■■ i-'- , ' 


llfll 
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71ft foot. I enfigii/ I ferjeaiit, ii rank and file, killed; 4 fer- Nowata Ae 
Jeants, 46 rank and file, wounded. ■ Chapter. 

Regiment of Bofe. 3 ferjeants, 7 rank and file, killed ; 2 captains, 

2 lieutenants, I enfign, 6 ferjeants, 3 drummers, 53 rank and file, 
wounded ; t ferjeant, 2 rank and file, miffing. 

Yagers. 4 rank and file killed ; 3 rank and file wounded ; i rank 
and file miffing. 

Britifh legion. 3 rank and file killed ; i lieutenant colonel, i fer- 
jeant, 1 2 rank and file, wounded. 

Total. I lieutenant colonel, 2 lieutenants, 2 enfigns, 13 ferjeants, 

75 rank and file, killed; 2 brigadier generals, 2 lieutenant colonels, 9 
captains, 4 lieutenants, 5 enfigns, 2 ftaff officers, 15 ferjeants, 5 drum- 
mers, 369 rank and file,, wounded; i ferjeant, 25 rank and file, 
miffing. 

OFFICERS’ NAMES KILLED and WOUNDED. 

Royal artillery. Lieutenant O’Hara, killed. 

Brigade of guards. Hon. Lieutenant-colonel Stewart, killed ; Bii- 
gadier-generals O’Hara and Howard, and Captain Swanton, wounded ; 

Captains Schntz, Maynard, and Goodricke, wounded, and fince dead ; 

Captains Lord Dunglais and Maitland, Enfign Stuart and Adjutant 
Colquhoun, wounded. 

23d foot. Second-lieutenant RobinfoUj killed ; Captain Peter, 
wounded. 

33d foot. Enfign Talbot, killed ; Lieutenant-colonel Webfisr, 

(r.ncc dead) Lieutenants Salvin, Wynyard, EnUgus Kelly, Gore, and. 

Hughes, and Adjutant Fox, wounded. 

7 1 ft foot. Enfign Grant, killed, . 

^ Reglmenti 
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Notes to the Regiment of Bofe. Captains Wilmoufky, (fince dead) Eicheadrobt, 
jCtapL. Lieutenants Schwener and Graife, Enfign de Trott, (fuice dead) 


wounded. 

Biitifli legion. Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, wounded. 


J. DESPARD, 
Deputy adjutant general. 


'Return of ordnance, ammunition, and arms, taken at the battle of Guildford, 

March 15, 1 781. 


BRASS ORDNANCE. 


MOUNTED on travelling carriages, with limbers and boxes 
complete, 4 fix-pounders. Shot, round, fixed with powder, 160 fix- 
pounders. Cafe, fixed with ditto, 50 fix-pounders *, 2 ammunition 
■waggons, 1300 Rands of arms diftributed among the militia, and de- 
ilroyed in the field, 

J. MACLEOD, 
Lieutenant, and commanding 
officer of artillery. 


(NOTE C. ) 


A PROCLAMATION. 




ih 


>Ry the Right Honourable Charles Earl Cornwallis, Lieutenant-general of 

His Majeffs forces, 


WHEREAS, by the bleffing of Almighty God, His MajeRy s 
-4arms have been crowed with fignal fuccefs, by the complete vidlory 

t obtained 


souTaERN pRoviaoas o#. NoRta ameriga. 


obtained over the rebel forces on the 1 5th iiiftant, I have thought pro- Notes to the 
per to iffue this proclamation to call upon all loyal fabjeds to ftand Chaptei. 
forth, and take an adive part in reftoring good order and government. 

And whereas it has been reprefented to me, that many perfons in this 
province, who have taken a fhare in this unnatural rebellion, but ha- 
ving experienced the oppreffion and injuftice of the rebel government, 
and having feen the errors Into which they have been deluded by falfe- 
hoods and mifreprefentations, are fincerely defirous of returning to 
their duty and allegiance, I do hereby notify and promife to all fiicii 
perfons, (murderers excepted) that if they will furreader thcmfelves, 
with their arms and ammunition, at head quarters, or to the officer 
commanding in the dlftrid: contiguous to their refpeftive places of refi- 
dence, on or before the 20th day of April next, they lhall be per- 
mitted to return to their homes, upon giving a military parole, and 
ftiall be proteded in their perfons and properties from all fort of vio- 
lence from the Britifli troops, and will be reftored as fooa as poflible to 
all the privileges of legal and conftitutional government. 


GtvEN under my hand at head quarters, this iSth day of March, 
A. D, 1 781, and in the twenty-firft year of Idis Majefty’s reign. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE D. ) 

./Camp, at tlie iron \foil%len iiiiles from (juilJ 
, ■ court Iroiife,; March 16, ■ 1 78 i • 

SI % 

ON the loth, I wrote to Ids excellency General Waflilngton, 
from the High-rock ford, on the Haw river, a copy of which I en- 

S s clofed 
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Notes to the clofed your excellency, that I had efFedled a junaiou with a continen- 
Chijpter. tal regiment of eighteen-months men, and two confiderable bodies of 
militia belonging to Virginia and North Carolina. After this junaion, 
I took the refoiution of attacking the enemy without lofs of time, and 
made the necefiary difpofition accordingly, being perfuaded, that if we 
were fuccefsful, it would prove ruinous to the enemy, and, if other- 
wife, it would only prove a partial evil to us. 

The army marched from the High-rock ford on the 1 2th, and on 
the 14th arrived at Guildford. The enemy lay at the C^aker meeting 
houfe, on Deep river, eight miles from our camp. On the morning 
of the 15th, our reconnoiterlng party reported the enemy advancing 
on the great Salifbury road. The army was drawn up in (a.) three 
lines : The front line was compofed of North-Carolina militia, under 
the command of Generals Butler and Eaton ; the fecond line of Vir- 
ginia militia, commanded by Generals Stephens and Lawfon, forming 
two brigades j the third line, confifting of two brigades, one of Vir- 
ginia, and one of Maryland continental troops, commanded by Gene- 
ral Huger and Colonel Williams. Lieutenant-colonel Wafhington, 
with the dragoons (b.) of the ift and 3d regiments, a detachment of 
light infantry, compofed of continental troops, and a regiment of 
riflemen, under Colonel Lynch, formed a corps of obfervatlon for the 
fecurity of our right flank. Lieutenant-colonel Lee, with bis legion, 
a detachment of light infantry, and a corps of riflemen, under Colo- 
nel Campbell, formed a corps of obfervation for the fecurity of our left 
flank. 




The greater part of this country is a wildernefs, with a few cleared 
fields interfperfed here and there. The army was drawn up on a large 
hill of ground, furrounded by other hills, the greater part of which 


k 
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was covered with, timber and thick 'underbrufli. The frosit line waiJNotfs tot w 
^pofted with two field pieces juft on the edge of the woods, and tlie Chapter, 
back of a fence, which ran parallel with the line, with an open fitld 
diredlly in their front. The fecond line w'as in the woods, about three 
hundred yards in the rear of the firft ; and the continental troops about 
four hundred yards in the rear of the fecond, with a double front, as tlie 
hill drew to a point where they \vere pofted ; and on the rlghtand 
left were two old fields. In this pofition we w’aited ths approach of 
the enemy, having previoufly fent oft' the baggage to this place^ ap- 
pi int to rendezvous at, in cafe of a defeat. Lieutenant- colonel Lee, 
with his legion, his infantry, and part of his riflemen, met the enemy 
on their advance, and had a fevere Iklrmifli with Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton, in which the enemy fuffered greatly. Captain Armftrong 
charged the Britiflr legion, and cut down near thirty of their dragoons j 
but as the enemy reinforced their party, Lieutenant-colonel Lee was 
obliged to retire, and take his pofition in the line. 


The adion commenced by a cannonade, w’hich lafted about twenty- 
minutes, when the enemy advanced in three columns ; the lieflians 
on the right, the guards in the center, and Lieutenant-colonel Web- 
fter’s brigade on the left. The whole moved through the old’ fields to 
attack the North-Carolina brigades, who waited the attack until the 
enemy got within one hundred and forty yards, when part of them 
began to fire, but a confiderable part left the ground without firing at 
all. The general and field officers did all they could to induce the 
men to ftand their ground ; but neither the advantages of the pofition, 
nor any other confideration, could induce them to ftay. General Ste- 
phens, and General La wfon, and the field officers of thofe brigades, 
were more fuccefsful in their exertions. ' The Virginia militia gave 
the enemy a warm reception, and kept up a heavy fire for a long 

S s 3 • time ; 


I 
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Notes to the time ; but being beat back, the a£llon became general almoft every 
Chapur. where. The corps of obfervation, under Wafhington and Lee, were 
warmly engaged, and did great execution. In a word, the engagement 
W'as long and fevere, and the enemy only gained their point by fupe- 
rior difcipline. 

They having broken the ad Maryland regiment, and turned our 
left flank, got into the rear of the Virginia brigade ; and appearing to 
be gaining our right, which would have encircled the whole of the 
continental troops, T thought it inoft advifeable to order a retreat. 
About this time Lieutenant*colonel Wafliington made a charge with 
the horfe upon a part of the brigade of guards ; and the firfl; regiment 
of Marylanders, commanded by Colonel Gunby, and feconded by 
Lieutenant-colonel Howard, followed the horfe with their bayonets v 
near the whole of the party fell a facrifice. General Huger was the 
lafl that was engaged, and gave the enemy a check, Wc retreated In 
good order to the Reedy-fork river, and crofled at the ford, about three 
miles from the field of a<5lion, and then halted, and drew up the 
troops, until we coilefled moft of the flragglers. We loft our artil- 
lery, and two ammunition waggons, the greater part of the horfes 
being killed before the retreat began, and it being impoflible to move 
the pieces but along the great road. After colleding our Itragglers, 
we retired to this camp, ten miles diflant from Guildford. 

From the . heft information I can get, the enemy’s lofs is very great^. 
not lefs in killed and wounded than fix hundred men, befides fome 
few prlfoners that we brought ofE. 


Inclosed 1 fend your excellency a return of our killed, wounded,,, 
and miffing. Moft of the latter have gone home, as is but too cuf- 

tomary 
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tomary with the militia after an aftion. I cannot learn that the enc' Notes to the’ 
my has got any confiderable number of prifoners. ' Our men are all Chapter, 
in good fpirits, and in perfect readinefs for another field day. 

I ONLY lament the lofs of feveral valuable officers, who are killed 
and wounded in the adion. Among the latter are General Stephens, 
ffiot through the thigh, and General Huger in the hand ; and among^ 
the former is Major Anderfon, one of the Maryland line. 


The firmnefs of the officers and loldiers, during the whole cam- 
paign, has been moft unparallelled- Amidfl: innumerable difficulties^, 
they have difcovered a degree of magnanimity and fortitude that will 
for ever add a luftre to their military reputation. 

I have the honour to be,, 

Wkh very great refpd and efteem, 

Your excellency’s mofi: obedient,. 
And moft humble fervant, 

NATHANIEL GREENE. 


(N O T E E.) 

Return r/f the hilled yni'ounded, and miffing ^ of the continental troops^ in the 
aedion of the 15//J rf March, I near Guildford court houfe, inj 
North Carolina.. 

Camp, Speedwell furnace, Guildford county, , 
North Carolina, March 17, 1781. 

BRIGADE of Virginia regulars, commanded by Brigadier-general; 
Huger. Killed, i captain, 2 fubalterns, 3 ferjeants, 23 rank and file. 
Wounded, 4. ferjeants, 33 rank and file,. Miffing, 39 rank and file.. 

BrigadcL; 
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'Kote«toAc Brigade of Maryland regulars, commanded by Colonel Williams, 
CiKu^ter, r i fubaltern, a feijeants, ii rank and file. Wounded, 

5 captains, i feijeant, 36 rank and file. Miflingr 3 fierjeants, 6 drums 
•and fifes, 88 rank and file. 

.Of Delaware battalion, Captain Kirkwood’s company. Killed, 7 
rank and file. Wounded, 2 fubalterns, 1 1 rank and file. Mifiing, 2 
drums and fifes, 13 rank and file. 

.Detachments of^ift and 3d regiments of cavalry, commanded by 
Lieutenant-colonel Wafhington. Killed, 3 rank and file. Wounded, 
(prifoners of war) 2 captains, 2 fubalterns, 4 rank and file. Miffing, 
3 rank and file. 

Partizan legion, commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Lee. Killed, 3 
rank and file. Wounded, (prifoners of war) i captain, i ferjeaiit, 7 
rank and file. Miffing, 7 rank and file. 

To|al. 1 major, 9 captains, 7 fubalterns, 14 ferjeants, 8 drums 
and fifes, 290 rank and file. 

Brigadier-general Huger lliglitly wounded in the hand. 

I HAVE received lio return of the companies of artillery ; but their 
lofs, &c. is very inconfiderable. 

This return is the mofl: accurate that can be obtained at prefent ; 
but it is expe6:ed many of the miffing will yet rejoin their corps. 


O. H. WILLIAMS, 
Deputy adjutant general. 



I 
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Return of mUHia killed ^ wounded^ and miffing, in the aSlkn at Gmldfordl^iot<t%ta.thc 
court houfe, in North Carolina, the i^th of March, 1781. Chapter. 

Camp, Speedwell fornace, North Carolina 
March lytb, 1781. 

FIRST brigade, Virginia militia, commanded by Brigadier-general 
Stevens. Killed, 2 captains, 9 rank and file. Wounded, i captain, 4 
fubalterns, 30 rank and file. Miffing, 1 major, r captain, 3 fubaR 
terns, 3 ferjeants, 1 33 rank and file. 

Second brigade, Virginia militia, commanded by Brigadier-general 
Lawfon. Killed, i rank and file. Wounded, i major, 2 fubalterns, 

13 rank and file. Miffing, 1 fubal’tern, j.ferjeints!, 83 rank and file. 

Rifle regiments, commanded by Colonels Campbell and Lynch. 

Killed, 2 captains, i rank and file. Wounded, i captain, i fubaltern, 

I ferjeant, 13 rank and file. Miffing, 1 captain, 7 fubalterns, 8 fer- 
jeants, 78 rank and file. 

Total. 8 captains, I S' fubalterns, 15 ferjeants, 361 rank and file. 

Brigadier-general Stevens wounded through the thigh. Many of: 
thofe miffing are expeded to return, or to be found at their homes. 

G. H. WIL.LI AMS,. 

Deputy adjutant general. . 

Return of the North-Carollna mUitia killed, •wounded, and miffing, in the 
adiion at Guildford court houfe, in North Carolina, the i^th of March, ^ 

1781. 

TWO brigades,, commanded by Brigadier-generals . Butler and 
Eaton. Killed, 6 rank and file. Wounded, i captain, i fubaltern,, 

3 rank and file. Miffing, 2 captaips, 9 fubalterns, 552 rank and file.. 

Total. 3 captains, 10 fubalterns, 561 rank and .tile. . 

The-: 
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The North-C^tolina cavalry, commanded by the Marquis of Brc- 

ChlSr.^ tigney, loft one man killed, and one wounded, 



(N O T E F.) 

Phiiadelphiaj Apri^^^ 

hefiUowmgis an exiraSi of a letter from General Green’s head quarters, 
Colonel Ran^s, Beep river, March 30, 1781. 

I WROTE to you the 23d inftant from BufFaloe (a.) creek, fined 
vhich we have been in purfuit of the enemy, with a determination to 
3 ring them to aftion agaiiii 

N the 27th, we arrived at Rigden’s ford, twelve miles above'thls, 
found the enemy then lay at Ramfey’s mill, from which it^ was 
imagined they meant to wait an attack ; our baggage was acwrdingly 

in our rear^ and the army put in motion wit x 


I HAVE received no return of one of the North-Carolina regiments, 
Thofe miffing are fuppofed to have gone home. According to the 
reports of the general and field officers, very few were kiUed and 
taken, moft of them having thrown away their arms, and abandoned 

e field early in the adion. 

O. H. WILLTAM^^^^S^ 

Deputy adjutant general. 


PuBlilhed by order of Congrefs, 

CHAEDES.TitOMPSoN, Sec* 
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out lofs of time ; but we found the enemy bad crofled fome -hours Notes to thi 
before our arrival, (b.) and with fuch precipitation, that they left etopter. 
their dead unburied on the ground. Our men had fufFered for want of 
provifions (c.) in this exhaufted part of the country, that many of 
them fainted on their march, and the difficulty of procuring any im- 
mediate fupply prevented our farther purfuit. The enemy are on 
the route to Crofs creek and Wilminston. 


From undoubted information we learn, that the enemy’s lofs in the 
battle of Guildford amounted to fix hundred and thirty-three, exclufive 
of officers, and moft of their, principal officers, were either killed or 
wounded. 


Nothing but blood and flaughter has prevailed among the Whigs 
and Tories, and their inveteracy againfl; each other muft, if it conti- 
nues, depopulate this part of the country. 


SifWE, we re-crofied the Dan river,, we h^ve taken at different times 
tipwards of one hundred and twenty Bfkl^ prifoners, and feveral 
officers.' . 


The enemy left feventy of our wounded, ; had fallen into thek 
hands in the adlion of the 15 th, behind them ; except thefe, they have 
taken but few prifoners ; not fb many as we took of theirs, notwith- 
flandlng they kept the ground. 
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(NOTE G.) 

Notes to the Copy of Earl CornwaHis's dlfpatch. No. 9 , to Lord George Germain^ dated 

Ctopwr. Wilmington, Jpril 1% 

My Lord, 

I MARCHED from Guildford on the morning of the 1 8th of 
Match, and next day arrived at Bell’s (a.) mill, where I gave the 
troops two days reft, and procured a fmall fupply of provifions. From 
thence I proceeded flowly towards Crofs creek, attending to the con- 
venience of fubfiftence, and the movement of our wounded. On my 
way liffued the enclofed proclamation, and took every other means 

In my power to reconcile enemies, and to encourage our friends to 
join US. 

From all my information I intended to have halted at Crofs creek, 
as a proper place to refrefli and refit the troops ; and I was much dif- 
appointed, on my arrival there, to find it totaUy Impoffible : Provi- 
fions were fcarce, not four days forage within twenty miles, and to ns 
the navigation of Cape-fear river to Wilmington (b.) impraaicable t 
for the diftance by water is upwards of one hundred miles, the breadth 
feldom above an hundred yards, the banks high, and the inhabitants 
on each fide generally hoftik. Under thefe circumftances, I was obhged 
to continue my march to this place, in the neighbourhood of which 

I arrived on the 7th iaftant. 

I HAVE been hufy fince my arrival in difpofing of our fick and 
wounded, and in procuring the ncceffary fupplies to put the troops 
in a proper ftate to take the field. I am in daily expeiftation of feeing 


3 
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the reinforcement from Europe, and of receiving the commander in Notes to tiie 
chief’s diredtions for the farther operations of the campaign. Chapter.; 


Captain Schutz died a few days after the adion, as we expedfed ; 
but 1 am forry to inform (c.) your lordihip, that, notwithftanding the 
flattering appearances, and the affurances of the furgeons. Colonel 
Webfter, (whofe lofs is feverely felt by me and the whole army) 
Captain Maynard of the guards, and Captain Wilmoulky and Enfign 
de Trott of the regiment of Bofe, are fince dead: The reft of the 
offtcers are recovering faft, and many of the wounded fbldiers have 
already joined their regiments. 


Major Craig, who took poffellion of this place in the latter end of 
January, has condudted himfelf with great zeal and capacity, having, 
with a very fmall force, not only fecured the poft from all infults, but 
made himfelf relpedtable in this part of the country by feveral fuccefs- 
ful excurfions. 


I SHALL not trouble your lordflxlp on the fubjedl of South Carolina, 
having diredied Lord Rawdon, who commands on the frontiers, and 
Lieutenant-colonel Balfour, commandant of Charles town, to take 
every opportunity of communicating to your lordftilp, as well as the 
commander in chief, the ftate of affairs In that province. As they are 
both officers of capacity and great merit, I truft that their condudt will 
have given fatisfadlion. 


I have the honour to be, &c, 


I 
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Nates mlie Copy of EjfI Cornwall/Es ffpatch, No. 10, io Lord George Germain^ dated 
Chrt^tcr. IVihnmgton, April 18, 1781. 

My Lord, - 

AS Governor Martin returns to England bj this opportunity, I 
flrall beg leave to refer your lordihip to him for many particulars rela- 
tive to this province: But I think it incumbent on me to be explicit 
to ycur lordfliip, as His Majefly’s minifter, on one or two capital i 
points. 


IhiE principal reafons for undertaking the winter’s campaign were,: 
the difficulty of a defenfive war in South Carolina, and the hopes that 
our friends in North Carolina, who were faid to be very numerous, 
would make good their promifes of affembling and taking an adtive 
part with us, in endeavouring to re-eftablifli His Majefty’s government.' 
Our experience has ffiewn, that their numbers are not fo great as had 
been reprefented, and that their friendlhip was only paffive, for we 
havereceivediittleaffiftaD.ee from them fince our arrival in the pro- 
vince ; and although I gave the ftrbngeft and moft public afliirances, . 
that after refitting and depofiting our fick and wounded, I ffiould re- 
turn to the upper country, not above two hundred have been prevailed 
upon to follow us, either as provincials or militia. . •• 

This being the cafe, the immenfe extent of this country, cut with 
ntimberlefs rivers and creeks, and the total want of internal naviga- 
tion, which renders it impoffible for our army to remain long in the 
heart of the country, will -make it very difficult to reduce this pro- 
vince to obedience by a dired attack upon it. 
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Tf, therefore, it Ihould appear to be the interefl; of Great Britain, to: 
naaintain what ihe already poffeffes, and to puih the war in the fou~ 
them provinces, 1 take the liberty of giving it as my opinion, that a 
ferions attempt upon Virginia would be the moft folid plan, becaufe 
fuccefsful operations might not only be attended with important coii- 
fequences there, but would tend to the fecurity of South Carolina, and 
ultimately to the fubmiffion of North Carolina. The great reinforce- 
ments fent by Virginia to General Greene whilft General Arnold was 
in the Chefapeak, are convincing proQfs.that fmall expeditions do not 
frignten that powerful province. . 


1: have the honour to be. See. 


G'opy of Earl Cornwallis's dfpatch, No, i i, to Lord George Germain . 
_ dated Wilmington, April 


My Lord, 

I YESTERDAY received an exp refs (a.) by a fmall vefiel from 
Charles town, informing me that a frigate was there, but not then 
able to get over the bar, with difpatches from Sir Henry Clinton, no- 
tifying to me, that Major-general Ehillip^ Iiad been difpatched into 
the Chefapeak with a coufiderable force, with inllrudions to co-operate 
with this army, and to put himfelf under my orders^ This exprefs 
likewife brought me the difagreeable accounts, that the upper polls of 
South Carolina were in the moll imminent danger, from an -alarming 
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Notes to the fpirit of - revolt anion many of the people, and by a movement of 

Fiftli 

Chapter. General Greene’s army. Although the exprelfes (b.) that I fent from 
Crofs creek to inform Lord Rawdon of the neceffity I was under of 
coming to this place, and to warn him of the poffibility of fuch an 
attempt of the enemy, had all mifearried, yet his lordfhip was lucky 
enough to be apprized of General Greene’s approach at leaft fix days 
before he could poffibly reach Camden ; and I am therefore Rill in- 
duced to hope, from my opinion of his lordfliip’s abilities, and the 
■precautions taken by him and Lieutenant-colonel Balfour, that we 
Ih all not be fo unfortunate as to lofe any confiderable corps. 


The diftance (c.) from hence to Camden, the want of forage and 
fu-bfiftence on the greateft part of the road, and the difficulty of puf- 
fing the Pedee when oppofed by an enemy, render it utterly impoffible 
for me to give immediate affiRance, and 1 apprehend a poffibility of the 
utmoR hazard to this little corps, without the chance of a benefit in 
the attempt I for if we are fo unlucky as to fuffer a fevere blow in 
South Carolina, the fpirit of revolt in that province would become 
very general, and the numerous rebels in this province be encouraged 
to be more than ever adlwe and violent. This might enable General 
Greene to hem me in among the great rivers, and by cutting off our 
fubfiRence, render our arms ufelefs ; and to remain here for tranfports 
to carry us off, would be a work of time, would lofe our cavalry, and 
be otherwife as ruinous and difgraceful to Britain as moR events could 
be. I have, therefore, under fo many embarraffing circumftances, 
.(^but looking upon Charles town as fafe from any immediate attack 
from the rebels) refolved to take advantage of General Greene’s having 
left the back part of Virginia open, and march imriaediately into that 
province, 'to attempt a jundtion with General Phillips. 


I HAVE 
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I HAVE more readily decided upon this meafure, becaufe if General Notes td ttc 
* ' . . ■ . # ■ . . ^ Fifth - 

Greeiie fails ill the objeft of his march/ his retreat will relieve South Chapter, . 

Carolina ; and my force being very infulBcient for ofFenfive operations 

in this province, may be employed ufefuHy in Virginia, in conjunction 

with the corps under the command of General Phillips. 


I have the honour to be, &c, 


Earl Ccrnwallh to Sir Henry Crmion, K, B, dated Wllmingtonf^. 

April 17S1. 

S I R, 

I HAVE reflected very ferioufly on the fuhjeil of my attempt^^ 
march into Virginia,.and have, in cohfequence, written a letter to 
Major-general Phillips, of which I have the honour to enclole a copy 
to your excellency,. I have, likewife,. dire 9 ;ed Lieutenant-colonei Bal- 
four to fend traDfports..-and provifions to this poll, in cafe I Ihould find 
the junction with Major-general Phillips inexpedient or impracticable, 
and that I Ihould have the mortification of leeing - that ' there is no 
other method of conveying His Majefty’s troops to South Carolina 
withQUt the mofl: evident danger of being lofl:. 


I have the honout to be, &c. 
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1 -Fifth 

• . '.Chiipter, ' ' ' 

• .ExfraB.-^ From Lord Rawdon to Earl Cornwallis, dated May 24 , 1781 . 

ifj - ■ ■ - ■ 

- LIEUTENANT-COLONEL Balfour was fo good as to meet me 

i| . at Nelfon’s. He took this meafur'e, that he might reprefent his cir- 

,j cumftances to me. He ftated, that the revolt was univerfal, and that 

i| ’ from the little reafon to apprehend this ferious invafion, the old works 

|| of Charles town had been in part levelled, to make way for new ones, 

:i| which were not yet conftrudled ; that its garrifon was inadequate to 

,j oppofe any force of coufequence ; and that the defection of the town’s 

people fhewed itfelf in a thoufand inftances. I agreed with him in the 


conclufion to be drawn from thence, that any misfortune happening to 
my corps might entail the lofs of the province. 



(N O T E L. ) 

'Copy of Earl Cornwallis's letter to Major-general Phillips , dated 
Wilmington^ April 1781. 

Dear Phillips, * 

* - 

MY fituation here is very diflreffing : Greene took the advantage 
>of my being obliged to come to this place, and has marched to South 
Carolina. My expreffes to Lord Rawdon, on my leaving Crofs creek, 
warning him of the pcffibility of fuch a movement, have all failed ; 
mountaineers and militia have poured into the back part of that pro- 
vince, and I much fear that Lord Rawdon’s polls will be fo diHant from 
each other, and his troops fo fcattered, as to put him into the greatell 

danger 
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danger of being beat in detail, and that the word: of confequences may 
happen to moft of the troops out of Charles town. By a direct move 
towards Camden, I cannot get time enough to relieve Lord Rawdon ; 
and, ihould he have fallen, my army would be expofed to the utmoft 
danger from the great rivers I ihould have to pafs, the exhaufted Rate 
of the country, the numerous militia, the almoft*univerfal ipirit of 
revolt which prevails in South Carolina, and the ftrength of Greene’s 
army, whofe continentals alone are at leaft as numerous as I am ; and I 
could be of no ufe on my arrival at Charles town, there being nothing 
to apprehend at prefect for that poft ; I fhall, therefore, immediately 
march up the country by Duplin court houfe, pointing towards Hillf- 
borougb, in hopes to withdraw Greene ; if that fhould not fucceed, I 
Ihould be much tempted to form a jun£tion with you. The attempt is 
exceedingly hazardous, and many unforefeen difficulties may render it 
totally imprafticable, fo that you mull not take any fteps that may ex- 
pofe your army to the danger of being ruined : I fhall march to the 
lowefl: ford of the Roanoke, which, I am informed, is about twenty 
miles above Taylor’s ferry. Send , every poffible intelligence to me by 
the cypher I enclofe, and make every movement in your power to faci- 
litate our meeting (which muft be fome where near Pete rfburg) with 
fafety to your own army : I mention the lo weft ford, beeaufe in a hof- 
tile country ferries cannot be depended upon ; but if I fhould decide on 
the meafure of endeavouring to come to you, I fhall try to furprife the^ 
boats at fome of the ferries, from Halifax, upwards. 


Notes to tte 
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I am, &c. 


CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE 
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(HOTE B.) 


1 


^ff?| 


Chapter, CorttwalBs to tkmenont-sdoml l’arkmi dated^ 

Nahmta creeki May 

Dear TaeletoNv _ _ ^ ^ 

YOU muft be feiifible tiiat, in the prefent inftarice,- I put the 

‘ greatilt coaHdence in you. I t-ruft to your difcretion my houour and 
Luto happmeft.. I am conviuced you will be oh' your guard agamft 
the fauguiue opiubna of friends and your own prejudices. Above ail 
thmgs,- attend to dates, and diffingmiH between- >s and has him. ton 
■wiU read my .letter. Send as many meffages or notes as you can ; but 
all conveyed in the feme cautious- language.- I confide in the correft; 
nefs of your report as to the pmaiMbility of _paffingj and the certamty 
of.a f^edy[communbatioHwithM^^^ r If it won't do, .take care not 

to ftay too long. 

« . •• •' 

Yours very fincerely, 

CORNWALLISi 

My letters to Fblil%s are- m tRe new cypher ;;he has not the old one^ 

-prom Earl CornwalRs' to LtmUnani-colonel ^arUm^ d^aed * 

Nahunta ereekj $th May, 178 1 . 

^ IF Cob’s mill can grind fifteen hundred weight in twenty-four 

hours, and if it appears by your information that General Phillips 

certainly within reach of joining, you may go on to HaUfax to fecure 

a paffage, 




‘ 'I " •• 
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a pafTage, reporting to me the ftate of things, to direft the mov'ements 
of the infantry : Forward the enclofed by different hands. 
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Faithfully yonrS; 


• Fr.om Earl Comwallh .to Lieutenant-colonel Farletont dated camp 
at Crqweir s plantation f near Farr river, Bth May, 1781 . 


Dear Tarleton, 

I CANNOT venture to pafs the Roanoke without fome certain In- 
formation of Phillips, or of the ftate of things in Virginia^ You 

will read and forward the enclofed letter : Not having been able to 
mount the light company of the guards, I think they would only em- 

barrafs you. You may ftay two or three days at Halifax, if you think 
it fafe : If in that time you hear any certain- or favouraMe .news of 
Phillips, let me kpow it, and I will move forward immediately; if not, 
return by whatever route you pleafe, and join me near Cob’s or Viva- 
ret’s (a.) mill» fixing every poffible channel of intelligence at any price, 

■%>"" '' *r ‘ V t-, -'-f -p *r •• .,„f , p '■ 


I UNDERSTAND that General Butler is at Wake court houfe with a 
few militia. Our accounts of Lord RawddhV futtefr Condiiue tp 1^® 
confirmed, (b.) . - . b ! . 

"• ■ - Faithfully yours, b / ’ ■ 

.• ■ ■ v^^'CiO--R*N WADLJS. 


I LOOK northward, if poflible, 
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(NOTE N.) 


Notestothe a^.^From Earl Cornwallk to Major-general Phillip, dated camp 
Chapter, Ftarr rhcr, ^th May, 1781. 


^ Dear Phillips, 

I c an learn po fatisfaftory accounts of you : Some fay that you 
are' embarked ; pthers,_ that you_ have p_affed_ James riyer. I have m- 
telligraJe, almoft amounting to a (a.) certainty, that Lord Rawdon 
has beat Greene at Camden, and confequently South Carolina rs fafe : 
Still I wi(h to join youvbut as many citcumftances may happen 
which may prevent my ftaying long mon^h in this country to get fu£- 
Aient information of you, you muft take po fteps with that view that 
may hazard the' fafety of your, own army. Let me^hear from jrou by 
every poffible opportunity. 

Yours fincerely, 

CORN WALLIS. 


Copy, From Earl Cornwdlis to Lkutenant-cohnel^ dated 

■CrowelVs plantation. May 8, I 7 ^^> 


Dear Tarlexon,. 

IHAVE juft received youfS' of this date with much more fa- 
tisfeOion than that of yefterday. The light company of the guarda 

(h.) fhaU_ptoqeed immediately ; I- wiU foBow as fall as poffible : You 
will of courfe fecure.the oppofite bpk when_Sutherland arrwes. 

very fiacerely, yours, 

C O R N WA L LIS 

':' 5 :ovV. .(NOTE 
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(N O T E ■ O.) 


KxtraB. — From Farl Cornwallis io Lieuienant-colonel Tarkiont doted'i^otttxa th^- 
« . , . , ; ' - ' . " : Fifth :: 

Jones' plantation^ Way iph\ Jive P.M. Chapters 

I A M making all poffible expedition, and hope to be at Not- 
toway on Friday evening. I would have you proceed to-morrow to the 
Nottoway, and remain near Simcoe’s infantry. Arnold is ordered to 
march immediately to meet me- on the Nottoway. Wayne’s having 
joined La Fayette, makes me rather unealy for Arnold until we join* 

If you fliould hear of any movement of the enemy in force to difturh 
Arnold’s march, you . will give him every affiftance in your power. 


( N O T E P, ) 



FxtraBi—From Sir Henry Clinton, K.B, to Ford George Germed^, dated 
My.LoRnj; y 

I AM happy in being able to congratulate your lordfliip on the very 
important fuccefs -which the King’s troops in Virginia have had on their 
late expedition to Peterlburg, &c. (as defcribed in. Brigadier-general 
Arnold’s letter) which muft ultimately be productive of the very beft 
confequences to His Majefty’s fervice, as it is credibly reported that the 
greateft part of . the tobacco colleded there was French property, and. 
almoft their entire annual remittance. . 

Extract 
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On the i8th of April, the light intantry, pa« or me yoiu ctuu 
8 oth regiments, the Qu^?ii.’§ tankers, yagers, and American legion, 
embarked at Portfmouth, and fell down to Hampton road : on the 

loth, proceeded up James river to Burwell’s feny ; on the 20th, 

Lieutenant-colonel Abercrombie, with the light infantry, proceeded 
mp the -Ghickahomany in boats ; Lieutenant-colonel Simc.oe, with a 
detachment, to York ; Lientenaat-cplonel Dundafs, with another de- 
tachment, landed at the mouth of the Chickahomany ; and Major-ge- 
neral Phillips and myfelf landed with part of the army at Wilhamf- 


We. were met 
by Lieuteiiant- 
the troops, ca- 
valry. 


’■'On the' «d, ‘ the troops 'maiSched''to Ghickahoiiiany. 
on the road, five miles from the mouth of the river, 
colonel Dundafs with his detachment i This evening 
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valry, artillery, See, were re-embarked. The next morning we were Notes to the 

' '''''' Fiftb. 

joined by Lieutenant-colonel Abercrombie with the light infantry, Chapter. ‘ 
who had been ten or twelve miles up the Chickahomany, and deftroyed 
feveral armed Ihips, the ftate fhip yards, warehoufes, &c. &c. 


At ten o’clock the fleet weighed, and proceeded up the James river- 
within four miles of Weftover. 

The 24th, weighed anchor at eleven o’clock, and run up to City 
points, where the. troops, &c. were all landed- at fix o’clock in the 
evening;. ' . 


I The aythj marched at ten o’clock for Eeterfburg, where we arrived ^ 

about five o’clock P. M. We were oppofed about one mile from town 

I . ' ' ■ ' ■ ' . 

i * by a body of militia, under the orders- of Brigadier-general Muhlen- 

burg, fuppofed to be about one thoufaiid mion, who were foon obliged 
to, retire over the bridge with the lofs of near; one hundred men killed ; 

■and woundedji as we have fince been infornied ; our lofs only one man < 
killed, and ten wounded? The enemy took-up the bridge, which pre- 
vented our purfuing them. . I 

■ ■ , ’ , , , , ..-'I 

■ -t 

I. 

26th, Destroyed at Peterfburg four thoufand' hogflieads of to- P 

bacco, one fhip, and a number of ffiiall .vcffels on the flocks and in the I 

I river. . 

^ I ' 

f 



27th, Major-general Phillips^- wfl part of. 

the cavalry of the Queen’s rangers, and part of the yagers, marched; 
to Chefterfield court houfe, where they burnt a range of barracks for. 
two thoufand men, aud.three hundred barrels of flour, &c. 



> ^ 1 1». 
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mrctothe The feme day I marched to Ofeorn’s, with the 76th and 80th ^ 
gIISL gimentsy C^^^^^ rangers, part of the yagers, and American legion, 
where we arrived about noon. Finding the enemy had very confide- 
, Table force of Ihips four miles above Olborn’s, drawn up in a line to 

oppofe us, I feat a flag to the commodore, propofuig to treat with him 
for the furrender of his fleet, which he refufed, with this^^anfvveri 

“ That he was determined to defend it to the laft extremity.” I im- 
mediately ordered down two fix and two three-pounders, brafs field 
pieces , to a bank of the river, nearly level with the water, and within 
one hundred yards of the Tempeft, a twenty-gun ftate fliip, which 
began immediately to fire upon us, as did the Renown, of twenty-fix 
guns, the Jefferfon, a ftate brigantine of fourteen guns, and feveral 
other armed fhips and brigantiaess about two or three hundred militia 
on the oppofite {hore at the famp^ime’kept up a heavy fire of mulketry 
^pon us: Notwithftanding which, the fire of the artillery, under the 
diredion of Captain Fage and Lieutenant Rogers, took fiich place, 
.that the ftiips were foon obliged to ftrike their colours, and the militfe 
drove from the oppofite ftio re. Want of boats, and the wind blow- 



Two fhips, three brigantines, fivefloops, and two fchooners, loaded 
.with tobacco, cordage, flout, &c. fell into our hands. 


5 brigantines, and a number of fmall veflels, were 
On board the whole fleet (none of which efcaped) 
sftroyed about two thoufend hogftieads of tobacco, 
ribrtunately we had not a man killed or wounded 

e reafon to believe the enemy fuifered confiderably. 

About 
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;^boiit five o’clock we were, joined by Major-general Phillips with the Notes to the 


light infantry. Chapter. 

s8th, The troops remained at Ofborn’s, waiting for boats from the 
flcet j part of them‘ were employed in fecuring the prizes, and carry ing 
them to •Oiborn’s as a place af fafety. 

29th, The boats having' arrived, the troops were put in motion. 
Major-general Phillips marched with the main body ; at the fame time ■ 

I proceeded up the river with a detachment in boats, and met him be- 
tween Cary’s inillsand Warwick. 

, # 

■* ■ ■“ ■■ ' * ' . ■■ ' 

30th, The troops marehed to Mancheiler, and deflroyed twelve 
hundred hoglheads of tobacco. The Marquis de la Fayette having ar- 
rived with bis array at Richmond, oppofite to Manchefter, the day be- 
forcj and being joined by the militia drove from Peterlburg and Wil* 
liamfburgh, they were fpe(^at&rs of the conflagration without attempt- l|i 
ing to mokft US. The fame evening we returned to Warwick, yvheru 
we deflroycd a magazine of five hundred barrels of flour, and Colonel 
Cary’s fine mUls were deftroyed in burning the ihagazine of flour. 

We alfo burnt feveral warehoufes, with one hundred and fifty hogf- 
heads of tob;icco, a large fliip and a brigantine afloat, and three veflels 
■on the flocks, a large range of public rope walks and fl:orehoules, and 
ibme tan and bark houfes full of bides and bark. 

May I ft, marched to Ofborh’s, and dilpatcbed our prizes and boats 
down the rivers and in the evening marched to Bermuda hundreds, 
oppofite City point. 




MAt 
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Chapter. 
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May sd, embarked the troops,. &c. &c. 

May 3d, fell down the river to Weftover. 

May 4th, proceeded- down to Tappahannock, 

5th and 6th. Past of the fleet fell.down to Hog ifland.. 

7th, Majoe-genesad PhUUps having received a letter from Lord' 
Cornwallis, orders were given for the fleet to return op the nver agarn. 
We arrived at Brandon about five o’clock, and moft of the troops, ca, 
valry, &c. were landed this evening, though it blew a gale of wmd. . 

May 8th, remained at-Btanddn. Major-general Phillips being very 
ill, and unable to travel on horfeback, a.poftchaife was procured for him. 

.. May oth, the light infantry, and part of the Qieen’s rangers in . 
.boats, were ordered, with the. Formidable and Spitfire, to prcceed to 
City point, and land there. The reft of the army were put in motion 
fcr pLrfburg, where they arrived-late.in the night, having, marched 

near thirty miles this day» 

On our leaving Bermuda hundred, and going ^e river, tlw 

Marquis de la Fayette with his army moved towards 'Williamfturgh, 
and by forced marches, had crofled the Chickahomany at Long bridge, 
whin our fleet returned to Brandon ; which retrograde motion of ours 
eccafioned him to return as rapidly, by forced marches .toOflmrn s, 
where he arrived the 8th, and was preparing to ctofs the rrver to Pe- 
tetfburg when we arrived there, which was fo unexpeaed, t 
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prlfed and took two majors, (one of them aid- de-camp to Baron Steii- 
bens, .the other to General Smallwood) ; one captain and three lieute- Chapter, 
naixts of dragoons ; two lieutenants of foot; a com miffary, and a fur- 
geon : Some of thefe gentlemen arrived only two hours before us, with 
an Intention of colleding the boats for the marquis to crofs his army. 

On the loth, the marquis made Ills appearance on the oppoilte fide 
•of the river with a ftrong effort, and, having ffaid fome time to recon- 
noitre our army, returned to his camp at Offonfs ; and we are this day 
informed he Is marched to Richihond, where it is faid Wayne, with 
the Pennlylvania line, has arrived : This is, however, uncertain ; but 
he is certainly expeded there. 

An exprefs pafled through this place the day before our arrival here, 

; who left Halifax on the 7th, and informed, that the advance of Lord 

I ■ . . ■ 

Cornwallis’ arrived there that morning : This report we have from fe- 
veral quarters, and I am mclined to believe it is true. Several ex- 
preffes have been fcnt to his lordfliip, informing him of our being here 
ready to co-operate with his lordlhip. We are in anxious expedation 
of having particular intelligence from him every mmute. 

As foon as it is reduced to a certainty that Lord Gornwallis has 
croffed the Roanoke, and is on his march for this place, the army will 
advance one or two-days march from hence to meet his lordfliip, and 
I carry a fupply of provifions for his army. _ 

; A CONSIDERABLE magazine of flour and bread has fallen into our 

hands near this place, and the country abouiids with cattle. 

X X 3 Major- 

^ ^ ■ rasi 
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Ho.rs,o*= Major-general PhiUips is fo weak and low, that it will be fome 
cSiL confiderable time before he can go through the fetrgue of bufmefs. In 
this critical fituation, I am happy to have the affiftance of fo many 
o-oodand eaperienced officers with me, commanding corps. If joined 
by Lord Cornwallis, or the reinforcement faid to be cormng from. 
New York, we fliall be in force to operate as-we pleafe in Yirgioia on 

Maryland. 

I bave the honour to be, &c. 

B. A- R. N. O- X-Di. 


i % E QJ 

Zarl Ccrnwam to Sir Henry CBm, K.B. dated PeUrJBrg, 

Virginia, zoih.May, 

SIR, 

Y O U will eafily conceive how fenfible an affliaion it was to me, on 
entering this province, to receive an account of the death of my friend, 
General PhiUips, whofe lofs I cannot fufficiently lament,, from per- 
foiial or public confi derations*. 

The corps which. I brought from North Carolina arrived here this- 

morning. The information conveyed by your excellency to General 

Arnold,, relative to the probable movements of the French armament,. 

reftrains me at prefent from any material offenfive operations; but as 

foon as I can hear any fatirfadory accounts of the two fleets, I will 

©ndeavoar to make the befl: ufe in my pDwer of the troops under my 

^ commaiid.- 
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©orinmand. General Arnold beinff of opinion tKat PorCfmouth, with Notes td the 

, ■ Fiftli "■ 

its prefent garrifon, is fecure againft a coup de main, I would wifti to Chapter, 
avoid making a precipitate movement towards that place, without ab- 
folute neceffitj, becaufe it would leflen our reputation in this province ; 

But I have feat to allure the commanding officer, that- 1 will do every 
thing I can to relieve him, in cafe the French ffiould attack the poll:, 
li/a Fayette is at Wiltownj on the other fide of James river, not far 
from -Richmond : I have not heard that Wayne has yet joined him. ■ 

. lir is widi infinite fatisfaftion that I' enclofe to^ youf excellency co- 
pies of two letters from Lord Rawdon, which has relieved me from 
the moll cruel anxieties. His lordlhlp’s great abilities, courage, and- 
firmnefs of mind j , cannot be fufficiently admired and applauded. There^ 
is now great reafon to hope that^we lhall meet with no ferious misfor-- 
tune in that province ; . if, however j General Greene Ihopld perfevere- 
in carrying , on offenfive operatioiis againfi: it,.- we mull, I think, aban-- 
don Camdenv and probably Ninety Six, and limit our defence to the 
Gongarce and the Santee : This will be only giving up two bad polls, 
which it is difficult to fupply with provifions, and quitting a part 
of the country, which, for feme mouths paft, we have not- really- 
nolTefled.. 

A ■ 

I‘ HAVE taken, every means to inform Major Graig of my having 
palled the Roanoke ; om which event, it was previoufly concerted 
between us, that he* Ihould fall down to Bald head, and from thence 
proceed to Charles town -'as foon as tranfports arrive to carry him, . 

The legion being in the utmofi: difttels for want of arms, cloath- 
ing, boots,; and, indeed, appointments of all kinds, I mull beg that 

your- 
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NoteMothe your excdlency willbe pkafed to dU’ea the infpeaor general to forward 
Cb^tcr. a fupply of every article with the greateft difpatch. 

I have the hononr to^be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


:( N O T E R. ) 

.Copy.-Frm Earl CormaBs u Lmtenant-colonel ItarUm, dated 

Bird' s plantation. May zs* '‘■7^^' 

^ Dear TARtFTON,: 

the fwimming has fucceeded very well, noCwithftanding the high 
wind ; the waggons ate the moft tedious part of the bufinefs. I truft, 
however, that every thing will be ready for your paffing early to-mor- 
row morning : In the mean time, you will patrole towards the Appa- 
mattox, and do every thing yon can to procure intelligence. You may 
venture to fwim all your horfes, except the very beft. I have ordered 
the 43d regiment to land at Brandon's to-morrow morning, and match 
to Mead's to join the armyi Should you hear of any thing matend. 
jou will communicate it to Major Fergufon. 

"Yours, very lincereiy, 

' CORNWALLIS. 




■ill*" 
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’ Co'bv* ’-~‘ Fr'om Earl Cornwallis io Sir Henry Clinfonj jK. B, dated ' Kot&s to ih,& 

* /• JT Q Fifth 

Byrd^s plantaU^^ north' of James rlvery 26th <f May^ 1781. Chapter* 

T H E arrival of the reinforcement has made me eafy ahoirt Pdrtf- • 
mouth for the. prefent. I ’ have fent General Leflie thither with the 
17th regiment and the two battalions of Anfpach, keeping the 43d 
with the army. I lhalt now- proceed to-dillodge La Fayette from 
Richmond, and with my light troops to deftroy any magazines or : 

Rores in the neighbourhood which may have been colleded either for 
his ufe or for General Greene’s army. From thence I purpofe to move 
to the neck at Willlamlburgh,- which is. reprefented as healthy, and 
where fome fubfiftence may be procured, and keep myfelf unengaged 
from operations which might interfere with your plan for the cam* 
paigmuntit I have- the fatisfadion of hearing from you ; I hope I ihall 
then have an^ opportunity to receive better information than has hi- 
therto been^in my power to procure, relative to a proper harbour and 
place of arms. At prefent I am Inclined to think. welh oF York* 

The objedions to Portfmouth are, that it cannot be made ilrong with* 
out an army to defend it j that it is remarkably unhealthy, and can 
give no protedion to a fliip of the. line. AYayne has not yet joined La * 
Fayette ; nor can 1 pofitively learn where ho. is, nor what .is his force. 

Greene’s cavalry are faid to be coming thiSiWay > but ! have no certain i 
accounts of it. 


(NOTE..:-, 



.AMP ifSi 



,-( ‘N O T'E T.-) 

towffis to Lkummit-colcml Mlo«, dattd cam} 
,aS;=r. ■ ^ Jeffe, -fin's, Jum 9th, lyS*. 

^ Dear Tarpeton, 

Y O U will proceed with the detachment of CRvalry and mounted 

infantry under your command before daybreak to-morrow morning to 

^Id Albemarle court honfe, where you will deftroy any ftores you 
may And. Jf you then hear of no other .ftores of any coufequence on 
'this fide the JPluvanna, and that Baron Steuben ihould he ftill on the 
other fide, you will crofs that river, and make it your priimipal objed 

.to flrike a blow at Baron Steuben. As the corps under his oomrnaud 

confifts of part of the new devies, and is the foundation on which tlie 
body of cighteen-moaths men lately voted by the province in Virginia 
M be formed, it will be of the utmoft importance to defeat and dif- 
perfe it; I ihould therefore wiih you to take every means in your 
power of effeaing this fervice, if you ihould fee a probability of fuc- 
I cefs, 1 iikewlfe recommend it to you, to deftroy all -the ..enemy’s Aorea 

1 .and tobacco between James river and the Dan j and if there ihould be 

a quantity of provifions or corn coile£ted at a private houfe* I would 
have you deftroy it, ;Cven although there fiiould 'be no proof of its 
Jieing inlended for the public fervice, leaving enough for the .fnpporr 
jof the family; as there is the greateft reafon to aj^ehend that fuc^^^ 
provifions will be ultimately appropriated by the enemy to the ufe of 
^General Greene’s army, which, from the prefent Aate of th® Caro- 
iin^, piuft .depend on .this province for its %plies. 



ISHALP 
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I SHALL proceed by eafy marches to Richmond ; and it will proba- Notes to the 
bly be a bufinefs of eight or nine days from this time before I can get Chapter, 
up my boats to that place to receive you ; fo that you may very well 
employ that time on your expedition. As it is very probable that 
fome of the light troops of General Greene’s army may be on their 
march to this country, you will do all you can to procure iatelligence 
of their route. I need not tell you of what importance it will be to 
intercept them, or any prifoners of ours from South Carolina. 


I WOULD have (a.) alF perfons of confequence, either civil or mili- 
tary, brought to me before they are paroled. Moft fincerely wilhing 
you fuccefs, and placing the greateft confidence in your zeal and abili- 
ties, I am, with great truth and regard, 

Dear Tarleton, 

Moft faithfully yours, 

CORNWALLIS. 


Copy of a letter from UeutenoM^cohnel ^arktm to "Earl Cornwallis f which 
fell into the enemf s hands, and was puhlijhed hy them, dated Colonel 
Adards plantation, June 13, 178 r , half paji four P. M. 

My Lord, 

I BELIEVE that La Payefase palfed the South Anna, or Parriun- 
key, this morning, for the Mountain road, at Bird’s ordinary. He 
lay at Bird’s mill yefterday evening. I have been on the Three- 
notched road all day ; I have left it for this place for the benefit of 
forage and communication with your lordfeip; I fliall ftrike it again 

Y y to-morrow 
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• ■ 4 «« w Klanipr’s to Pier’s mill. I cannot yet 

Notes to Ac to-morrow morning, and go by Napier s t ^ ^ ^ 

cSr. kam what water it ftands o,r. La Fayette’s defigu is to follow. I 
will immediately inform your lordfliip if he does not keep a proper 

diftance; any detachment 1 fliall ftrike at. 



I have the honour to be, &g 

BAN. TAR 


•m an aU-de-camp of Lieutenant-general Earl Cornwallis 
colonel Larleton, dated head- quarters, June 14, 


(NOTE U. ) 

t!:opy. — From Major-general Le Marquis de la Fayette to Major-general 
Mreene, dated Mr. Lyrds plantation, twenty miles from Wilhamjburgh, 
June 

■ g/j -t: 1 ' ■■ 

MY letter of the 48th mforihed you of the enbmy’s retrograde 

^movement to’ Riclimond,- where they made a flop; Our lofs at the 

’ ■ •; ■ Point 
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Poiot of Fork chiefly confifted of old arms out of repair, - and fome Notes 
cannon, mofl: of which have been fince recovered. Chapth 


On the 1 8th (a.) the Britiih army moved towards us, with a delign, 
as I apprehend, to ftrike at a detached corps, commanded by Gene- 
ral Muhlenberg, Upon this the light infantry and Pennlylvanians 
marched, under General Wayne, when the enemy returned into the 
town. The day following, I was joined by General Steuben’s troops, 
and on the night of the 20th, Richmond was evacuated. 


Having followed the enemy, our light parties fell in with them 
near New-Kent court houfe. The army was {till at a diftance, and 
Lord Cornwallis continued his march towards Williamlburgh. His 
rear and right flank were followed by a large detachment under Colo- 
nel Butler ; but notwithflanding the mofl: fatiguing march, the colonel 
i, reports, that he could not have overtaken them had not Major Mac- 

:• pherfon mounted fifty light infantry behind an equal number of dra- 

goOnSjl which’ coming up with the enemy, charged them within fix 
miles (c.) of Williamlburgh. Such of the advanced corps as could 
arrive, compofed of riflemen, under Major Call and Major Willis 
began a 'fmart adion. Inclofed is a return of our lofs .; that- of th 
enemy is fixty killed, including feveral officers, , and one hundred 
wounded, a dlfproportion which the. Iklll of our. riflemen eafily ex- 
' plains. I am under great obligations to Colonel Butler, and the offi- 
cers, and the officers and men of the detachment, for their ardour in 
the purfuit, and their.conduft in the. aflbion.- . 

^ General Wayne, who marched to -the- fupport of Butler, fent ‘ 

down fome troops, under Major Hamilton. The whole Britiih (b.) 
army. came out. to fave Siracoe, and on the arrival of our. army on this 
; , ' y.y 2 . groundj ^ 
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grouaa. returned to Wlffiamfburgh. The poft they now occupy h 
fttong under the proteffion of their fiilpping, but upwards of one hun- 

dred miles from the Point of Fork. 


I HAD the honour to commnnicate thefe movements to the execu- 
tive of the commonwealth, that the {bat of government may he again 
re-effabiifiied in the capital. 

Lord Cornwallis has received a reinforcement from Portfmouth. 
With the greatefl refpea, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

LA FAYETTE. 



(NOTE W. ) 


ExtraB. From Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, AT. B. dated 

Wllllamjburgh, June ^o, 1781, 

AFTER paihng James river at Weftover, I moved to Hanover 
court houfe, and croffed South Anna. The Marquis de k Fayette 
marched to his left, keeping above at the diftance of about twenty 

miles. 

By puihifig my light troops over the North Anna, I alarmed the 
enemy for Fredericklburgh, and for the junaion with General Wayne, 
who was then marching through Maryland. From what 1 could 
learn of the prefcnt Rate of Hunter’s iron manufaaory, it did not 

appear of fo much importance as the ftores on- the other Rde of the 

, ' ' country, 
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country, and it Was to piemit the jundion between the Notesyo da*' 

Marquis- and Wayne ; I therefore toolc advantage of the Marquis’s paf- Chaptef, 
fiffg the Rhappahannoek, and detached Lieutenant-colonels Simcoe 
(b.) and Tarleton (a.) to difturb the affembiy then fitting at 
lotteville, and to deftroy the ftores there, at J 3 id Albemarle 
feoufe, and the Point of Fork j moving with the infantry to the 
month of Byrd creek, near the Point of Fork, to receive thefe detach- 
ments. Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton took fome members of the af- 
V fembly at Gharlotteville, and defiroyed there, and on his return, one 
thoufand ftand of good arms, fome clothing, and other flores, and 
five hundred barrels of powder, without oppofition. 


Baron Steuben, who commanded about eight hundred twelve- 
months men and militia, retired with great precipitation from the 
Point of Fork. Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe, after ufing every exertion 
to attack his rear guard, deflroyed there, and at the places adjacent, 
about three thoufand three hundred ftand of arms, mofl of which un- 
ferviceable, but then under repair, fome fait, harnefs, &c., and about 
one hundred and fifty barrels of powder. I then moved by Richmond, 
and arrived at WiUtamfburgh on the 25th inftant, having, in addition 
to the articles already mentioned, deflroyed on this expedition at dif- 
ferent places above two thoufand hogfheads of tobacco, and a great 
number of iron guns, and brought off four brafs thirteen-inch mor- 
tars, five brafs eight-inch howitzers, and four long brafs nine-poun- 
ders, all French. We found near Hanover court houfe, ten French 
brafs twenty-four pounders, which we could not carry, and had not 
time or means to deftroy farther than fpiking, and throwing five or 
fix of them Into the Pamunkey ; and we found at Williamfburgh a 
confiderable quantity of fhot and fhells, which are embarked. Lfeiieral 
Wayne joined the Marquis about the middle of the month, as did 
2 Baron 
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N<*..o 4 . BaiOD Steuben foon after; and their army has generally kept about 
: , twenty miles from us, without any material attempt by detachment, 

except in an attack on Lientenant-colonel Simcoe, on the 26th, as he. 
’ was returning with his corps and the yagers from the deftruaion of 

. feme boats and ftores on the Chickahomany. The enemy, though 

much fuperlor in numbers, were repulfed with confiderable lofs, three 
; (c.) officers and twenty-eight privates were made pnfoners : the ran- 

gers had three officers and thirty privates killed and wounded. .Lieu- 
/; tenant Jones, who was killed, behaved with the greateft fpirit, and is 

I much lamented by Lieutenant-eolonel Simcoe, 


! ' 
! 
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: : : chap ter vi. , 

Miiti Cortmallh moves io James river. — j^fair near James iJland. —-‘'Earl 
CornwaUis marches to P ortf mouth. — Plampton road not approved of as a 
fationfor the navy. — - Pari Cornwallis takes pojfejjion of Torktown.— 
Portfmouth evacuated. — The French feet enter the Chefapeak. — La 
Fayette takes pof at Williamjburgh. — General Wafmgton's force con- 
centrated at WilUamJhurgh. — Tork town invefed . — Two redoubts car- 
. ried at Tork town by the French and Americans, — Sortie from Tork 
town. — Surrender of Tork town and Gloucefer. 

JL/URING the late operations in "V’ir^inia, intelligence reached Sir Chap. VI. 
Henry Clinton, which gave him fome uneafinefs for the polls imme- 
diately under his command. The extenfive frontier of York, Staten, 
and Long iflands, required a powerful body of troops, as well as mi- 
nute circumfpedtion and military arrangement: Strong information 
(a.) of the intended approach of the combined army of France and 
America, who could receive any^ fupplies of men and provifions from 
the neighbouring populous provinces; naturally excited jealoufy in the 
commander in chief, who had not at this period eleven thoufand effec- 
tives to counteract their deligns : He, therefore, whilft the ftorm threa- 
tened New York, and the climate rendered the King’s troops inaClive 
or fickly in the Chefapeak, required a detachment from Earl Corn- 
wallis, if he was not engaged (b.) in any important enterprife ; and 


.(a.) ‘In nbt6;.A* 


(b.):ln note A. 


recom- 
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CHA..VI. recommended to him a healthy ftation, with aii ample defenfive force, 
till the danger was difperfed to the northward. 

Earx- Gornwallis, judging the call for troops pofitive and preffing, 
and that his command, after fuch a diminution, would not be adequate 
to maintain his prcfent pofition, determined inftantly to leave Wil- 
liamlburgh, and retire to (a.) Portfmouth ; whence he might fend the 

troops fpecified in the requifition to New York : For the executo^^^^ 

this projedl, it was nece{rary''to crofs James river; and James ifland 
prefented the mod; convenient fituation to fecure an unmolefted paffage 
toCobham. The navy, under the direaion of Captain ApHn, being 
prepared for fuch an undertaking, on the (a.) 4th of July the royal 
army marched by the left, and arrived the fame day in the neighbour- 

Eari Corn- hood of James ifland, which Is feparated from the main land by a 
fmall gut of water, not two feet deep at the reflux qf the tide. The 
advanced guard, under Lrieutenant-colonel Simcoe, palfed to the ifland, 
and from thence to CobhamTn the evening. The legion cavalry and 

two companies of mounted infantry were direaed to cover the right 
flank and rear of the Britifli column during the march : Lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton moved to a church, eighteen miles from 'Williamf- 
burgh, which he 'underftqod was fortified and garrifoned by the rifle- 
men who lay in front of the American army: By furprife he got 
within the abbatis, the church yard, and the church, and diflodged 
the enemy with fome lofs : He afterwards proceeded towards Tyre s 
plantation, when, under the advantage of a heavy rain, he drove in 
the pickets, and communicated a general alarm to the Marquis de la 
Fayette’s corps. In the mean while, the Britifh, army reached their 
encampment near James ifland,. to which place the cavalry flowly 
retired. 



' ’'A 
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The pofitlon occupied by the King’s troops was equally ft rong and Ghai-. vI. 
convenient ; the. by ponds, the center and left by 

morafles, over which a few narrow caufeways connected it with the 
country, and James ifland lay in the rear. On the 5 th, the ftores 
and wheel carriages began to pafs, which employment would continue 
till the 7 th, when it was imagined (b.) the boats would be ready for 
the troops. On the morning of the 6 th, the foragers from the cavalry 
were ordered into the front, who reported that the enemy were advan- 
cing. Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, after the party returned, gave 
money and encouraging promifes to a negroe and a dragoon, to com- 
municate falfe intelligence, under the appearance of deferters. Theft 
emiflaries were direded to inform the Americans, that the Britifti le- 
gion, with a detachment of infantry, compoftd the rear guard, the 
body of the King’s troops having palled James river. In the after- 
noon a patrole of cavalry was beat back over one of the cauftways on 
the left, and Lieutenant Grier, who commanded it, was wounded. 

Soon after, the American riflemen infulted the outpofts, whilft a body 
of continentals advanced towards the morafs: The Britilh cavalry fup- 
ported the pickets on the left, in order to contain the enemy within 
the woods, and to prevent their viewing the main army : Earl Gorn- 
wallis directed Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton to continue this manoeuvre, 
and he ordered the battalions and regiments to remain quiet in their 
camp, where they were concealed from obftrvation. Before funftt, 

(c.) the Marquis de la Fayette had paflied the morafs on the left, with 

I about fix hundred militia, nine hundred continentals, and fome can- 
non ; bodies of riflemen attacked the other pickets ; and the remainder 
of the American force took poft at a brick houft, beyond the wood 
and the cauftway. Upon the firft cannon Ihot from the enemy, the 

(b,) In note D. 
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Ch*,.vi. Britifli army formed and advanced, when the dragoons fell back 
through the for them by the in tan try. 

LIEnTB^-AHT-C0L0^•nn Duudas’s brigade, (d.) compofed of the 
Jamcsifland. regiments, with two lix-pouuders, undei Gaptaui 

Fao-e, fuftained the iveight of the enemy’s attack. The conflict 111^^ 

qu^ter was fevere and well contefted. The artillery 

each army, in prefence of their refpeaive generals, were for fome mi- 
nutes warmly engaged not fifty yards afunder. The other part of the 
line, confifting of the two battalions of light lafantry. Lieutenant- 
colonel Yorke’s brigade, (i.) the brigade of guards, and the Heflians, 
met with little or no yefifiance, being oppofed only by fmall parties of 
militia, who made a precipitate retreat : But on the left of the Britifh, 
the adlion was for fome time gallantly maintained by the continental 
infantry, under General Wayne, againft the 76th, 80th, and part of 
43d. The legion cavalry .formed a fecond line behind the 80th, and 
the light companies, under Captain Champagne, difmounted to rein- 
force the 76th. The affair was not ended before dark, when the enemy 
abandoned their cannon, and lepafled the fwamp in confufion. The 
woods, the moraffesj and the obfcurity of the night, prevented the 
purfuit of the cavalry. The Marquis de la Fayette rallied part of the 
Americans to the troops polled beyond the fwamp, and halted 
houra at the Green Springs, to colled the fugitives. Earl Gornwallis 
returned to his encampment. The King’s troops had five officer 
wounded, and about feventy men killed and wounded. The fieadi- 
nefs of the new regiments, who bore the brunt of the adioii, did ho-, 
Bour to thofe corps ; and the condud of Lieutenant-colonel Dundas, 
■who commanded them, was highly animated and meritorious. On 


.(d.) In note D. 
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the part of the Americans, near three huiidred eontlnentals and mill- Chap. Vl,i 
tia were killed, wounded, and taken. 

The events of this day were particularly impoBtant, and claimed 
more attention than they obtained. The Marquis de la Fayette had 
made a long march, in very fultry weather, \yith about fifteen hundred 
continentals and one thoufand militia, to ftrike at the rear of the Bri- 
tifh before they paffed to James ifland : Too great ardour, or falfe in- 
telligence, which is mod: probable, for it is the only iiiftance of this 
officer committing himfelf during a very difficult campaign, prompted 
him to crofs a morafs to attack Earl Cornwallis, who routed him, took 
his cannon, and mud inevitably have deftroyed his- army, if night had 
not intervened. His lordffiip might certainly have derived more ad- 
vantage from his victory. If the two battalions of light infantry, the 
guards, and Colonel Yorke’s brigade, who had all been llightly en- 
gaged, or any other corps, and the cavalr;f^ had been detached, with- 
out knapfacks, before dawn of day, to purfue the Americans, and pufh 
them to the utmod, the army (e.) of the Marquis de la Fayette mud 
have been annihilated. Such an exploit Would have been eafy, fortu- 
nate, and glorious, and would have prevented the combination which 
produced the fall of York town and Glouceder. It was fuggeded to 
Earl Cornwallis, in oppofition to the plan of purfujng the vidory, 
that Sir Flenry Clinton’s reqUifition for troops was a .circumdance of 
greater confequence, and more worthy of attention. This was allowed 
to be a drong and forcible reafon ; but at the fame time it was repre- 
fented, that the exertion of half, or two thirds of the Britiffi army, in 
purfuit of the Americans, would not occafion delay, or in the lead de- 


(e. ) In note D. 
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Chap. VI. Tange the original defign of proceeding to Portfmouth. Experience 

fnlly evinced and jumfied the propriety of this opinion. 

Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, with two hundred dragoons and 
eighty mounted infantry, was ordered to proceed after daybreak acrofs 
the fwamp, in purfuit of the enemy ; and three companies of light in- 
fantry were direded to take poft beyond it, until he returned. Some 
wounded men and deferters joined the Brltrflx before they reached the 
Green Springs, where the Marquis de la Fayette had rallied histroops 
after the adion. The dragoons then ftruck into the road by which, 
about two hours before, the Americans had retreated, and they had 
not advanced four miles when they met a patrole of mounted riflemen. 
The captain who commanded it, and feveral of his men were killed or 
taken : The remainder were purfued into the Marquis de la. Fayette’s 

army, who had been forced by extreme fatigue to repofe themfelyes 

not more than fix miles from the field of battle. In this fituation they 
would have been an eafy prey to a powerful detachment of the Britifli, 
who could have marched into their rear by feveral roads, whilA the 
light troops amdfed them in front; or the infantry might have followed 
the route ^f t'he continentals in cafe they retreated, and the Enghfli 
dragoons and mounted infantry could have pafied through the woods 
into their front, or on their flank, and have impeded and haraffed 
them till the foot could force them to a£tion. Either of thefe plans 
muft have fucceeded agaihft a corps that was deftitute of cavalry ; that 
had made a forced march in very hot weather during, the Jareceding 
day ; that had been routed, and had retreated without refrefhment or 
provifions. When the late defeat, the diminifhed force, and the bodily 
fatigue of the Americans, are contrafted with the recent fuccefs, the 

fuperior numbers, and the adllve vigour of the Britifh, it may fairly be 

prefumed. 
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prefuraed, that lefs time than twelve hours would have given, without Chap, vr, 
the fmalleft hazard, a decifive advantage to the King’s troops^ 


When the cavalry and mounted Infantry returned to camp, th© 
army were ordered to crofs to James ifland. On their arrival at that 
place, a confiderable part of the baggage, bat horfes, and ftores, were 
not tranfported to Cobham, and the rear guard did- not embark till 
twenty-four hours after the adHon which circumftances incc»iteftibly 
prove, that a temporary purfuit of the enemy, with a powerful de- 
tachment, would not have retarded the main operation of palling James 
river t Or, fuppoling the march to Eortfmouth had been put off for 
twenty-four hours, would not the public fervice have been fufficiently 
benefited by the deftrudion of La Fayette’s corps, to juftify the delay ? 
No demand of Sir Henry Clinton for troops could be deemed preffing , 
before the difpatch Earl Cornwallis received on the 8th (C.) at Cob- 
ham ; and in his lordlhip’s anfwer to that letter, he mentions, that 
the corps will proceed to Portfmouth, to wait the arrival (f.J of the 
tranfports ; no time, therefore, would have been loft by purfuing the ' 
enemy. In few words : Is it judicious to halt with a fuperior army, 
and not profecute a vl^lory ? The folution of this queftion leads to 
others relative to the mode of proceeding proper to have been followed 
In this inftance. It would furely have been more judicious . to have.; 
adopted a change of meafures at this critleal jundlure *, to have coun- 
termanded the. expedition to Portfmouth ; to have prepared to pufli the 
enemy before daybreak ; to have purfued the Marquis de la.Fayette 
till his corps , was exterminated ; and to have exercifed difcretionary 
powers for the advantage of the troops, and the benefit of the nation, , 
by ordering the tranfports from Eortfmouth,. and the ftores and bag- 


(C.) Note C. 
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Chap;VI. gage fro to meet the viarorious army atWiilkmfljurgh ; 

after their fiicceffes, might have detached to New York, with 
little or no lofs of time, and have maintained their poft and their re- 
putation. 

The day after the King’s forces arrived At Cobh am, Earl GornwaUIs 
fent Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton with the legion cavalry and eighty 
mounted infantry to Prince-Edward court houfe, and from thence to 
New London in Bedford county, and ordered him (E.) to deflroy on 
his march, all ammunition, clothing, and fiores of every kind, intend- 
ed for the American fervice : Private corn and provifious, except fuch 
. as might appear necelTary for the maintenance of the pofleffors, were 
likewife to be burned, to prevent the Soutli-Carolina armyreceiving 
benefit from fuch fupplies. After executing thefe inftruQ:ior:S, he was 
to endeavour to intercept any Britifh prifoners or American light troops 
returning to the northwards, and then retire at his leifure to a detach- 
ment of the royal army at Suffolk. ■ 

On the 9th of July, Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton left Cobham, and 
proceeded Upon this diftant expedition by long movements in the morn- 
ing and evening : By-which means the heat and darknefs were as much 
as poflible avoided, and time afforded for refrefhment and repofe. The 
light troops foon reached Peterfburg, advanced to Prince-Edward court 
houfe, and from thence towards the river Dan. The ftores deftroyed, 
either of a public or private nature, were not in quantity or value equi- 
valent to the dhnage fuftained in the fkirmifhes on the route, and the 
lofs of.men and horfes by the exceffive heat of the climate. The in- 
telligence which occafioned this march was exceedingly imperfeft : 


(E.) Note E. 
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The ftores, which were the principal objetSt of the expedition, had Chap. Yi. 
been conveyed from Prince-Edward court houfe, and ail that quarter 
of the counti'y, to HilHborough azid General Greene’s army, upwards 
of a raoiith before the Britifli light troops commenced their move. A 
halt of two days in Bedford county difcovered that General Greene had 
made no detachment to the northward, but that he was engaged in the 
i liege of Ninety Six% This information induced Tarleton to refume his 
march, by a different route, towards the royal army ; and the dragoons 
and mounted infantry having completed an expedition of four hundred 
miles, attended with many unfavourable circumflances to the corps, 
who w'ere almoll deftitute of neceffaries and accoutrements, joined the 
King’s troops at Suffolk fifteen days after their departure from Cobham. 

A detachment from the Marquis de la Fayette’s army might have been 
tranfported over James river near City point, and, by polling them- 
felves at the head of Black water, would have endangered the retreat 
'j of the Britilh, by blocking up the pafs at that place, and over which 

1 they muft unavoidably return ; becau,le the banks of Black water are 

j in other parts fo marlhy, that there is no approaching them, either to 

j make ufe of rafts, or to crofs the river by fvvimming. General Wayne 

I was indeed detached to Goode’s (a.) bridge above Peterlburg ; but in 

I that pofition he could give no obllrudlion or embarraliment to the move- . 

I merits of the light troops. 


Upon the jundlion of the legion cavalry and mounted infantry, 

Earl Gornwallls marched to Portfmouth : Previous to that event, he Earl Com- 


wallis 


had detached part of the corps intended for embarkation to that place ; iBurGhe-s to 
but before they failed an exprefs arrived from Sir Henry Clinton, for- 
bidding (F.) the King’s troops to pafs James river, and defiring his 


(a.) In note I. 
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Chap. 'v:!. lordftlip to regain Williamfbvirgh neck, in cafe he had quitted it, in 
drder to fecure Old-point Comfort and Hampton road, as a ftation for 
line-of-battle flxips. The commander in chief allowed his lordfhip to 
^ part, or the whole, of the forces that were embarked, to 

complete this fervice, which was deemed important for the army, and 
indifpenfablj neceifary for the navy» - - 

At Portfraouth the royal army encamped in front of the redoubts 
which covered the town : The garrifon, compofed of the 17th regi- 
ment, other Britilh detachments, and the two Anfpach battalions, 
continued to perform the duty within the fortifications. The infantry 
conftrudled iiuts as foon as they arrived on their ground, to flielter 
•them from the fcorching heat of the climate. The greateft part of the 
cavalry paffed the ferry to Norfolk, and marched into Princefs-Anne 
county. At this period the Britifti legion received iiew clothing and 
appointments, which were foon properly fitted, and, for the firfl: time, 
that corps was properly equipped. WhilJl the dragoons were thus em- 
ployed, a detachment of foot and hufiars, by taking poll at abridge, 
fecured a tradl: of country which fupplied all the horfes of the army 
with forage. 

Meanwhile, Major-general Leflie departed for Charles town, and 
the chief engineer and the captains of the royal navy proceeded to exa- 
Hampton mine Old-point Comfort ; when, irot approving (G.) of the fituation, 
proveTo/as as eligible either for fortification or to cover {hipping, they made a re- 
port accordingly. Earl Cornwallis, on viewing the place, coincided 
in opinion (a.) with thofe officers, and embarking the two battalions 
of light infantry, the Queen’s rangers, aqd fome regiments of the 
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line, failed up York river. In the beginning of Auguft, his lordfliip Chap. VT, 
landed detachments at Gloucefter and York town, and afterwards dif- Earl Corn, 
embarked the whole force that accompanied him. Immediately after poiTeflion of 
Earl Cornwallis had occupied thefe pods, he difpatched an exprefs to 
Brigadier-general O’Hara, requiring a reinforcement of infantry from 
Portfmouth by the row boats of the army and fleet, and at the fame 
time he fent diredions (1.) for Lieutenant- colonel Tarleton to move to 
Sowell’s point, in order to place his regiment and the mounted infan- 
try on board fmall velTels, prepared to tranlport them to Hampton 
road. The legion dragoons commenced their paflage on the 6th, and 
the horfes were -nnihipped the fame evening, throwing them into 
deep water near the fhore. Noaccidentwhateverhappenedinconfe- 
quence of this mode of debarkation, and the cavalry joined Earl Corn- 
wallis the next morning. In the mean time, the tranfports which had 
proceeded up York river were ordered back to Portfmouth to receive 
Brigadier-general O’Hara’s divifion of troops as foon as the works at 
that place were deftroyed. This bufinefs being completed, whilH the 
heavy flores and cannon were conveyed into the quarter-mafter gene- 
ral’s and the ordnance veffels, the rear^guard embarked without molef- Portfmoutk 
ration, and the whole Virginia army was (a.) affembled on the aad 
York town and Gloucefter* 

-» Upon the arrival of the firft divifion of the King’s troops, Earl 
Gornwallis gave direftions to Lieutenant Sutherland j of the engineers, 
to trace out a chain of redoubts to cover Gloucefter. This village is 
fituated on a point of land on the north fide of York river, and con- 
fifted at that time of about a dozen houfes. A marfliy creek extends 
along part of the right flank : The ground is clear and level for a mite 
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Cha. VI -in front : At that diftance ftands a wood : The fpace which it oecupies . 

■ is narrowed by the river on the left, and a creek on the right : Beyond 
the gorge the country is open and cultivated. The Sotli regiment, 
who were afterwards joined by the Heffian- battalion of Prince Heredi- 

taire, icon made confiderable -progrel^ i were tc fortify 

this poft. York river is one of* the principal branches of the Chefar 

peak : From its mouth to Gloucefter tlie channel is deep and broad : 
York town and Gloucefter confine it in a narrower bed, their diftance 

not exceeding an -Englifh mile ; when the water again extends it felf, 

^ and for fome leagues affords convenient anchorage to fhips of any bur- 
den. York town, before the war, was a place of confiderable trade ; 
Great part of the houfes form one ftreet, on the edge of a cliff, which 
overlooks the river : The buildings ftand within a fmall compafs, and 
the environs of the town/are interfeded by creekS: and ravines. Diffe- 
rent roads from Williamfburgh enter York in feveral diredions ; and 
the main route to Hampton paffes in front of it. The ground was 
furveyed (b.) as foon as the redoubts on the other fide of the river wOre 
..found to be in a tenable condition, and works were propofed by the en- 
. gineers : After fome confideration, .the plan was approved (c.) of, and 
the troops, after levelling fome houfes, proceeded to conftrud the 
fortifications. Working parties were ordered from all the corps, ex- 
cept the legion, who remained at the advanced poft with fome mounted 

infantry. 

. Aftee the adion near James ifland, the Marquis de la Fayette had 
retired into the forks of the Pamunkey and Matapony, whence he fent 
General Wayne with a corps acrofs James river. ^ On the return of the 
King’s troops to Williamlburgh neck, he called irv his detachment, ad- 

(b.) In note K. (c-) 

vanced 
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vanced into Nfew-Kent county with the main body, and dlfpatched a CHAr. vl. 

partyofmiiitiatdtheneighbourhoodofGlouceftertoannoytheBri- 

tiih foragers in that quarter, ' ' ’ 


W of^the dine 'were 'employe conflrudting the. 

defences of ' York town and 'Gloucefier, ’ the Queen’s rangers and the 
legion were equally ailive'ih’colledtlng 'forage iah^ cattle from the coun- 
try for the- ufe "of the army,'' 'iJieht'ehaht- colonel Simcoe managed his 
detachments in front of-Glpucefter with great dexterity, and met, in 
confluence, ' with trifling interruptiom Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton 
made feveral expeditions to Williamfburgh, and by fuch moves covered 
all the country for the foraging parties between that place and Hamp- 
ton. One excurfion was pufhed farther with' fuccefs : Lieutenant* co- 
lonel Abercrombie with the light infantry proceeded toWilliamfburgh, 
whilfl the legion cavalry advanced and defeated, with very little lofs, 
about three hundred militia',' at ChifwelF|' ordinary, on the Newcaftle 
rOad, The uhexpedted^ appearance of the Britifli' dragoons ftfiick the 
Americans with fuch aflrohiihment, that they in general abanddhed their 
arms without firing, and retreated with great precipitation. 

Near 'the end of Augufl:,' the Guadaloupe of twertty-eight guns, 
left York town, to proceed to New York with difpatches from Earl 
Cornwallis, and from Captain Symonds- of the Charon, who com- 
manded His Majefty’s fliips in’ the Chefapeak. At this period, the fea 
officers imagined that the Britiffi fleet from the Weft Indies would be 
difcovered off the capes by the frigate, and the land officers expeded 
that a confiderable body of troops would foon arrive from New York, 
to .ftrengthen the King’s forces for folld operations in Virginia, and 
like wife to garrifon the works which were eonftruding for the advan- 
tage and protedion of both army and navy. Thefe fuppofitions, 
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which 
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CHAP.YL whicIi were well grounded, diffufed among the foyallfts general fatif- 

profpeds of glory were fuddenly obfcured. On the 
Th« French 30th, the French fleet, of twenty-eight fail of the line, from the 
c£%S^*Wefl: Indies, under the orders of the Count de Grafle, entered the 
Chefapeak. The advanced guard of his fquadron, confifting of the 
Glorieux, a coppered feventy-four, and the Diligente and Aigrette fri- 
gates, met the Guadaloupe near the capes, who, not underftandlng 
thek fignals, . kept aloof, and afterwards, by fwiftnefs, made good her 
retreat to York town ; whiift the Loyalift, a bad twenty-gun Ihip, 
who was ftationed in the bay, after a gallant flruggle in the mouth of 

the channel, fell into the pofleffion of the French. 


The Count de Grafle, without lofs of time, blocked up York river 

with three large fhips and fome frigates, and moored the principal part 
of the fleet in Lynhaven bay. Upon his arrival within the capes, he 
difpatched information of that event to General Wafhington in the 
ji Jerfies, and to the Marquis de la Fayette, who was encamped near the 

Chickahomany. The difembarkation of the troops brought in the 
it hne-of-battle fhips from the Weft Indies immediately took place, and 

continental army m Y^irginia advanced to the Green fprings on the 
I 3d of September, to form a jun£lion with the Count de St. Simon. 

1a Fayette The IVlarquis de la Fayette foon after moved the Fiench and Americans 
wuiiamf. to WiHiamfburgh, 



In the mean time Earl Cornwallis praftifed (L.) various means to 
fend Intelligence to New York of the fituation and force of the French 
fleet. Patroles. of the legion cavalry were continually detached to the 
fhores of James and York rivers, and daily reported to. his lordfhip 


«very 
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every occurreace woi'thy of attention : They informed him of the CHAT. Vt. 
movement of the boats with troops towards the Chickahomany, and 
of the different manoeuvres of the Count de Graffe. On the 5thj the 
French fhips were obferved to make repeated fignals, and it was foon 
difeovered that an Englifh fquadron was approaching. Notwithftand- 
ing the abfence of a number of officers and feamen, employed in the: 
dirembarkation of St. Simon’s brigade, and of another detachment eii- 
gaged in procuring water, the French fleet got under way, and flood 
out of the capes. 

This flate of hope was interrupted by the arrival of Count dc. 

Barras’s divifion in the Chefapeak from Rhode ifland. Intelligence foon 
after reached York town, that Count de Grafle had repulfed the Bri- 
thh fleet, and was returning to the bay. Before this period accounts 
were brought to Earl Cornwallis that General Wafhingtoa, with a, 
large body of continentals, and Count Rochambeau, with the French^ 
army, were preparing to form a jundion with La Fayette, by defeend"' 
ing in tranfports from the head of Elk river in Maryland,, under the • 
convoy of the French fhips. In this lituation, blocked up by fea,i 
and. expofed to a powerful combination on Chore, Earl Cornwallis ; 
turned his attention towards the corps already arrived at Williamfburgh*. 


LiEUTENANT-GGLONEr. Tarletoii was defired to reconnoitre the po— 
fition of La Fayette and St. Simon, and to ufe every expedient to oh? 
tain exaft intelligence of their numbers- After, feveral fpies were fent: 
out, the Biitifli dragoons and two companies of mounted- infantry, ad?* 
vanced towards the enemy. A picket of militia, at the mill dam on j 
the Hampton road, was diflodged, and the cavalry were led to the left, 
off the main route, in order to force another detaGhment,. who • com- 
manded the fhore of James river, by being polled on the cliffs’ which^ 

^ ©verlookedi 
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Chap. VI. overlooked it. This being accompliflied, and a diipofition being made 
to fecure a retreat, Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton felefted three officers 
and fix men, well mounted, to proceed with him, at half fpeed, to 
the right of the encampment at Williamlburgh ; whence, after difco- 
vering the fituatlon of the enemy, who had- taken ground near the coi- 
■ lege, he repaired unmolelled to York town. Lieutenant-colonel Tarle- 
ton’s report, and a return of the 'Freneh and Americans, brought in 
by a woman, fuggefted to Earl •Cornwallis the feafibility of an attack.' 
ilt was defigned that the army ffiould contrive their march, fo, as to be 
. able to. commence the a£tion before daybreak: That time was deemed 
eligible, becaufe the ground , near and in Williamlburgh is''cut by feve- 
rai ravines, and becaule the Britilh column, ,in advancing on the long 
and flraight road through' the town, would not be' fo much expofed to 
the enemy’s cannon, under cover of the night, as during the day. 
This.plan was reafonable and judicious, and would probably have been 
executed with fuccefs. . 

• Another difpofition might alfo have been adopted. A body of 
•two thoufand infantry, with fix or eight pieces of artillery; might 
have been embarked in the boats of the navy and army, and have been 
conveyed into Queen’s, or Capahofack creek; where they could eafily 
have been lauded, under the prote6:ion of the gallies and armed veffels,, 
on the flank, or 'in the rear of Williamfburgh ; whilfi: Earl Corn wallis, 
'With the principal part of his 'infantry and cannon, and the whole of 
bis cavalry, approached the enemy in front. No apprehenfion for fo 
powerful a detachment as two thoufand men could be entertained, if 
^the main array moved at a concerted period to the objedt of attack. 
This defign was efteemed nf too complex a nature. Earl Cornwallis 
ffixed his approbation on the former plan ; and was deliberating on the 
itime he ffiould carry it into execution, when expreffes from Sir Henry 
' ' . Clinton, 
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:^i;rmtoiT, dated in the, beginning of September, (M.) paying, that “be .Chap. vi. 
;Would do bis utmoft to reinforce tHe^arnay in tbeiCbefapeak, or make 
jevery dive'rfion in^biapower/ .and that Admiral Di^y was expedted on 
the coaft ; retarded the projeift, and .finaUy' made) Kisyordibip abandon . 
the refolution of attacking ^La Fayette. ’ . . ' U . 

This change of opinion cannot be paffed ov-eruwkbobtiobfervationv r 
■When Sir; Henry Clinton wrote his firfl: letter, be was but. partially 
acquainted with the, ftatei of iaffairs. to the Southward. - He had heard 
that Wafllington' /was mqvit^^ffom ‘the Jerfies,' and r,tha^ • 

circulated-'by the, Amexicans,'; declaring their ■expeTations of a French 
armament on the coaft : Which' rumours, , with a defcription of the . 
ftate of the Britilh fleet, amounting to nineteen fail of the line and Ibme 
fifties, he endeavoured to comtnunicate to Earl Cornwallis by a duplk 
cate and triplicate in cypher. . At the time of writing his fecond letter, - 
he had received his lordftiip’s account of De Grafle’s'^ arrival in the Che* 
fapeak, and a confirmation from the country of the report of Wafliingi^ 
ton’s movement,, with at Lsaft fix th^fand Americans and French, to* 
wards Maryland, He then fays, -that the befi: way to relieve Earl 
Cornwallis is to join him as foon as poflible with about four thoufand 
men from New. York; bjit . that, he cannot venture to move until the 
paflage is open. Before thefe letters, which doubtlefs contained the ; 
whole of Sir Henry Clinton’s' information on the fubjeft, reached' Vk- - 
ginia, Earl Cornwallis, who commanded His Majefly’s troo,ps , in that : 
quarter, had explicit intelligence unfolded to him, that. Count de Grafle : 
had blocked up the Chefapeak, and that a French brigade had been ^ 
conveyed from the linerof-battle fliips, up York river, to join the Ame- : 
rican forces in Virginia ; That Count de Grafle, on fight of the Eng>* - 


(M.) Note M. 
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XHAP. yi. Efii fleet, had proceeded out of the capes to engage them, and that 
^ divifion from Rhode ifland, in the intermediate time 

had arrived in the bay ; That Count de Grafle had repulfed Admiral 
Graves, at the head of the New-York and Weft-India fleets, without 
the affiftatice of De Barras’s (b.) fquadron, or of four fliips and a de- 
' tachment of feveuteen hundred feamen left in York and James rivers ; 

■ That General Wafliington and Count de Rochambeau, with a large body 

of troops, were marching to the head of Elk in Maryland, in order to 
concentrate their force in Virginia ; That the French fleet had (a.) re- 
turned triumphant into the Chefapeak, to affill: and prote<9: the land 
operations of the French and Americans : And, that the fortifications, 
of York town were in too unfinifhed a date to refift a formidable at- 
tack. Thefe events being fully known at York town, and many of 
them totally unknown at New York* manifefled to Earl Cornwallis* 
that a confederacy was forming much too powerful for him to oppofe, 
and that there exifted no fubflantial reafon to believe, that the Britifli 
commander in chief would be able, either to counteradt the defigns of 
the enemy* or to give ferlous affidance to the King’s troops in Virginia* 
A review, therefore, of pad circumdances, and a candid condrudlioii 
of Sir Henry Giinton^s letters, as effedlually recommended an attack 
Upon Williamiburgh before the arrival of Wafliington, as did either 
the weaknefs of that pod, or the eagernefs of the allied powers to com- 
plete their combination* That this concluflon may not be deemed pre- 
mature, ft is neceflary to defcribe the drength of the troops at this 
time under the orders of the Englifli and American commanders* 

EAti. Gortiwallis* when the French and Americans took pod at 
Williamflburgh, had near fix tboufand men fit for duty. The infan* 

0.) In note N< (a.) In note -N* 

try 
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try were all good, moft of them chofen troops ; the detachment o| 
field artillery unequalled ; and the cavalry, to the amount of four hun4- 
dred, in excellent order. Befides this regular force, there were fufH- 
cient numbers of marines, feamen, convalefcents, and refugees, to have 
maiined the batteries, and maintained the works at York town and 
Gloucefter, againft any attempt of the French fleet during the abfence 
of the Britifli army. The force of the Marquis de la Fayette did not 
exceed four thoufand fighting men. The full Complement of the bat- 
talions of A genois, Gatinois, and Touraine, under the orders of Count 
de St. Simon, was eight hundred each regiment : Not more than two 
thoufand men, the volunteers of St. Simon inclufive, were landed, who 
were in a very fickly ftate, being much debilitated by fcurvy, and other 
complaints contradted in the Weft Indies. The return of La Fayette’s 
and Wayne’s brigades, and of Steuben’s eighteen-months men, did not 
reach feventeen hundred fit for duty. The militia could not be nume- 
rous on the arrival of the French, becaufe they were difmiffed for the 
fummer on the movement of the King’s troops for Portfinouth, and 
the time did not yet allow a large body to be aflembled. 


03/1 


The vulnerable fituation of Williamlburgh, the comparative ftate of 
the two armies, the flender hope of relief for one party, and the cer- 
tain reinforements which were approaching the other, undoubtedly 
fuggefted vigorous and decifive meafures to the Britifh at this jundlure : 
An attack, therefore, upon La Fayette, as it was reafonable and judi- 
cious, might have been effedlual and conclufive. Or, the knowledge 
Earl Cornwallis had of public afifaks at this period, would have jufti- 
fied him to his country, in taking a more momentous ftep than at- 
tempting his enemies in detail. The well-grounded probability of an 
irrefiftible co-operation in the Chefapeak would have fully vindicated 
his abandoning York town, in order to proceed to South Carolina ; and 

3 B the 
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C„„,VI. theenergy of foch a refolution would have defeated the mam defigu 
of the French and Americans, and have immortalized his lordfliip s 
military reputation. The firft of thefe enterprizes might have been 
ventured upon anytime between the 6th and t8th of September ; and 
the latter, during the interval of De Graffe’s return to the Chefapeak, 
and the atrlval of the Baton de Viomenil with Count de Rochambeau s 
army. But, unfortunately, neither of them were tried; and England 
•muft lament the inaaivity of the Ring’s troops, whether it proceeded , 
from the noble Earl’s mifconception, or from the fuggeftions, of cotir- 
■fidential attendants, who conftrued the. commander in chief’s letters, 

- jtHo a definitive promlfe of relief. 

In tfe mean time, tfie detaclrm-eiit of the royal nav3r, and the mas - 
ters of tranfports and private veffels, blocked up in York river, coi> 

tributed their affiftance to- the garrifons of York, town and 

Befides fupplying the troops>witii cannon,, ammunition, provifions, cor- 
dage, and other ftores neeeffary for a-fiege, they fitted out feveraLfire 
veffels, with an’ inteBtion either to burn, or diflodge the, Frenckif^ps 
in the mouth of the river. Captain Palmer took the comman o 
this little fquadroii, and proceeded at the head' of it in his own firefhip, 

’ the Vulcan. A dark nigkt concealed' the purpofe.; and the,- weather» 
the tide, and the current, favoured the defcent tO’ the- enemy : But 
the impatience, or the want of rcfolution of the officers and failors 

of the tranfports, foon rendered all advantages - ufelefs. Thefe, by 
placing the match to’ the combuffibles without orders,, and at a great 
diftance, awakened the attention of the- French,, expofed • the whol« 
defign to their view, and brought a heavy cannonade: upon . Captam 
Palmer, who would otherwife have been able to grapple a. line-of- 
battle fhip. When his crew manned the boats, and threatened to for- 
fake him, he reluftantly quitted the Vulcan, who, though kindled too 
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fbon, much dlfconcerted the whole, and in fome degree endangered Chap. VI. 
one of the French men of war. 


Every day advanced the ilate of the Britifh works, and forwarded 
the combination of the Americans and French. Before General Wafh* 
ington and Count Rochambeau, with a fmall train, arrived a Wil- 
liamlburgh, (a.) the defences of Gloucefter were nearly completed. 
At York, the labour of the infantry made a conhderable progrefs, both 
in the fortifications of the town, and in forming field works for an 
outward pofition. The parts of the country lying between York and 
the American outpoft, and thence to Point Comfort, were foraged by 
the cavalry of the legion. The pickets of militia at the mill dam, on 
the Hampton road to Williamfburgh, were often infulted and drove in 
by the Britifh dragoons, that Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton might con- 
fer with a fpy, who refided beyond them. By this means, and by 
fending boats in the night up York river, conftant intelligence was ob- 
tained. On the 26th, Earl Cornwallis was informed that a large body 
of troops had arrived in James river from the head of Elk and Balti- 
more, and that the forces of France and America were alTembling , at 
Williamlburgh. (b.) 


i4t!i'Sept« 


General 
Wafliing- 
ton’s force 
concentrated 
at Willia-ifv: 
burgliA 


At this period, the labour which had been bellowed on the outwar 4 
pofition at York town, had improved its natural advantages, and ren- 
dered it in every reipedl eonvenient for the King’s troops. The right 
relied on the fwamp which covered the right of the town ; A large re- 
doubt was conllrucled beyond it, clofe to the, river road from WilliamF 
burgh, and completed with fraizing and abbatis. The Charon, Gua- 
daloupe, and other armed veffels, were moored oppofite to the fwamp ; 

(5.) In nets Z. In aote Z, 
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CH.P. VL and the town batteries commanded all the roads and caufeways wiiicli 

On the right, at the head of the morafs, two redoubts 

were placed, one on each fide of the main Williamlburgh road. The 

center was proteaed by a thin wood, whofe fi-ont was cut down, with 

the branches facing outwards. A field work, mounted with cannon, 
was ereded on the left of the center, to command the Hampton road. 

A deep ravine, and a creek, which increafed till it reached York river, 
covered the left. Trees were felled, fieches were thrown up, and bat- 
teries were conftruaed, at the poiiits which were deemed moft vul- 
nerable. The diftance between the heads of the fwamp and creek, 
which embraced the flanks of the town, did not exceed half a mile. 
The face of the country, in front of this line, was cut near the center 
by a morafs, and, excepting this break, the ground was plain and open 
V for near two thoufand yards. An excellent field artillery was placed 

to the greateft advantage by Captain Rochefort, who commanded in 

that department. 

In this pofition Earl Cornwallis’ infantry were encamped, with the 
legion in front of the left, when the combined army prepared to ad- 
vance. A picket in front of a working party on the right, gave notice 
on the 28th, that the enemy were approaching. The French chaffeurs 
‘ grenadiers made their appearance (c.) before noon. Lieutenant- 

colonel Abercrombie drew the light-infantry picket nearer to his corps. 
The French formed acrofs the main Williamfburgh road with great 
circumfpedion. At four o’clock the farrie day, the videttes of the le- 
gion informed Lieutenant- colonel Tarleton, that a body of Freach and 
Americans had paffed the fwamf which divided the ground in front of 


(c.) In note Z, 


r 





#U1*SERN PEaVINCES OF ]!^ORTH AMEEICA. 

the royal army, and that they were extending towards the left flank Chap. VI. 
of the legion. The cavalry were immediately mounted, and formed 
into three fquadrons in front of the Britifh center. In this fituation 
they watched for an ppportunity of ftriking at any detachment who 
might pafs the Hampton road : But the enemy were cautious, and can" 
nonaded the legion dragoons acrofs the morafs, who retired at funfet to 
Moore’s houfe, within the outward pofition. 


The next morning the continental infantry marched in columns tO i 
the right of the combined forces, caufe ways being conftrufted in the ■ 
night over the morafs. A few cannon ihot were fired from the Britifti’ 
work on the Hampton road, and fome riflemen Ikirmifhed with the 
pickets of the Anfpach battalions on the left. The two armies obferved; 
each other with cautious attention, and nothing material occurred-^ 
within or without the lines till evening, when an exprefs boat reached; 
York town, with a letter (O.) from Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Corn- 
wallis. The commander in chief advifed his lordftiip of the arrival of ■ 
Admiral Digby with three fhips from Europe, and communicated the 
determinatlbn of the general and flag officers at New Y-ork^.to embark , 
a confiderable corps in the Britifh fleet, which would probably fail: 
from that place on the 5th of Oflober towards the Chefapeak. To 
this letter is attributed the order for the Britifh troops to quit (P.) the 
outward, and retire to the inner pofition, , which was. accomplifhed; 
before daybreak. 


The works erected for the proteMoa of York town, confifledi on 
the right, of redoubts and batteries, with a line of ftockade ia the: 
rear, which fupported a high parapet of earth. . The redoubts.- were 


(P.):]Srote 
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CfiAr. '¥L and abbatis. A marftiy ravine (2.) laj In 

■front of the right, over which was placed a large redoubt, with a good 
-ditch, fraizing,. and abbatis : The morafs extended along the center, 
which was defended by a line of ilockade, and by batteries that looked 
upon all the avenues to the fwamp ; On the left of the center, was a 
horn work, with a ditch j a row of fraize, and an abbatis : Some em» 
brazures for cannon were at prefent open in this work. The left was 
fortified by redoubts, communications of earth, and batteries, which 
were all, furnilhed with fraizing, but without ftockade or abbatis. 
Two redoubts were advanced before the left, which were fmall, and 
not fo well fiuifhed as that in front of the right. The ground in front 
of the left was in fome ;parts on a level with the works, in others cut 
by ravines, and altogether very convenient for the befiegers. The 
fpace within the works was exceedingly narrow, not large enough for 
retrenchments, and, except under the cliff, expofed to enfilade.^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^ 

A VIEW of the plan, as well as this defcription, muff fuggeff, that 
the retreat to the fortifications of the town was a meafure (Q^ prema- 
turely adopted : That the ground and compafs of the outward pofition 
rendered it ffrong, and well adapted to the nature and number of the 
King’s troops ; That an attack in it was a circumiftance earneftly to be 
defired by theBritifli ; but would certainly not have been attempted by 
the dlies before they received their heavy cannon, and advanced by 
regular approaches : That this latter affertion is verified by the cau- 
tious condudt of the French, whofe defigii of faving men, brought 
with extreme difficulty from Europe, was manifefted during the whole 
fiege : Tbat great tijne would have been gained by holding and dif- 

(2.) Whicli is defcribed in the ontward jiofition, with the Charon and Guadaloupe ly- 
' .ing oppofite to it. 

(Qi) Note Qi 

puting 





ffO.ttrTHERN PROVINCES- Of NORTH i^MERlCA. 


'37y> 

futiiig the ground inch by inch, both to finilh the works of York Ghap;v 2,. 
town, and to retard- the operations of the combined army ; That no 
&dden danger could -be apprehended by vigilant troops,, with proper 
precautions, and the advantageous defences conjftruded on the outward 
pofition ; and that the relinquifliing it, to coop the troops up in the 
contraded and unfinifhed works, of York town,.: unexpededly haftencd.; 
the furrender of the Britifh army., 

At dawnj Tieutenant Cameron of the legion was di reded tb make - 
aS: many prifoners as he could with a fmall detachment of picked’ 
dragoons. He fell in with a reconnoitering party at daybreak : He 
charged, them though fuperior in. numbers- without hehtation, and . 
brought off Colonel Scammell, . who was wounded in attempting to re- 
treat. Immediately after, funrife, the American and French generals 
had notice that the Britilh army had retired into York town. The 
combined forces appeared moving. In feveral columns-j and an allault 
was more to be apprehended before ten o’clock . that morning than -at : 
any precedent oE- fub.fequent period, , till , the completion of the fecond I 
parallel. The unfihlflied" date of the works, the. want of abbatis, the 
badnefs of the pofidon, and -.the difficulty of arranging both the troops - 
and the artillery, would have rendered the attempt not very hazardous, „ 
if General Wafhington had either been acquainted with thefe circum- ■ 
dances, or. had reafon to. doubt the fuperiority.of the French navy in 
the American fe^s. In the courfe- of the forenoon the allies took pof- . 

! feffion of the ground abandoned by the Britifh, and felt the redoubt in . 

I front of the rights when ce they were repulfed by the 23d regiment ■ 

dationed. in that quarter. . The works (a!) which had been conftrudled York towa > 


on , the gorge, between the heads of the creeks,., proved of confiderable 
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forces : The addition of one redoubt, and 
the clofing the fleche on the Hampton road, ferved equally to inveft 
1 the town, and to proteft their own encampment. 

i 

I Gn the I ft and ad of Oftober, advanced detachments of the allies, 

I with general officers and engineers, reconnoitered the Britifh lines. It 

> was foon evident, the principal attack would be diredled againft the 

r left. A few cannon fhot were fired from the embrazures which looked 

: upon the works the enemy were finiffiing on the gorge : Large parties 

f of infantry were employed on the magazines in the town, and at the 

sdoaober. outward redoubts upon the left. In the evening, the legion cavalry 
I and mounted infantry were paffed over the river to Gloucefter. At 

i daybreak in the morning, Lieutenant-colonel Dundas, who commanded 

*1 that poft, led out detachments from all the corps in his garrifon to 

I forage the country in front. About three miles from Gloucefter the 

waggons and the bat horfes were loaded with Indian corn, and at ten 
I o’clock the infantry of the covering party began to return. The rear 

guard, compofed of dragoons, formed an ambufcade for fome militia 
horfemen who made their appearance, and who came near enough to 
give efte<ft to the ftratagem. The waggons and Infantry had nearly 
reached York river before the cavalry began to retreat. When they 
had proceeded to the wood in front of Gloucefter, Lieutenant Came- 
ron, who had been fent with a patrole to the rear, reported, that the 
enemy were advancing in force, A column of duft, and aftearwards 
fome French huftars, became vifible. 

Part of the legion, of the 17th, and of Simcoe’s dragoons, were 
ordered to face about in the wood, whiift Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, 


(4.) In note Z. 


with 


SOUTHERN PROVINCES OF NORTH AMERICA. 

with Lieutenant Canaeron’s party, reconi^oitered the enemy. The fu- 
periority of their hpjrfeS;; enabled;, this detachment to ikirmilh fticcefs- 
fully with the huffars of Lauzun, At this point of time, Brigadier- 
general de Choily was moving down the road with a corps of cavalry 
and, infantry, to luftain his people ipi front, and the Englifh rear guard 
was forming at the edge of a wood upwards of a mile diftant, in light 
of the Ikirmifh upon the intermediate plain ; when a dragoon’s horfe 
of the Britifh legion, plunged, on being ftruck with a fpear by one of 
the hulans, (3.) and overthrew Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton and his 
horfe. This circuraftance happening fo much nearer to the body of 
the French than the Britiflh cavalry, excited an apprehenfion in the 
latter for the fafety of their commanding officer. Impelled by this 
idea, the whole of the Englifh rear guard fet out full fpeed from its 
diftant fituation, and arrived in fuch diforder, that its charge was una- 
ble to make impreffion upon the Duke of Lauzun’s huffars, who at 
this period were formed upon the plain. Meanwhile Tarleton efcaped 
the enemy, and obtained another horfe, when perceiving the broken 
ftate of his cavalry, occafioned by their anxiety for his fafety, and 
which now precluded all vigorous efforts, he ordered a retreat, to af- 
ford them opportunity of recovering from their confufion. At three 
hundred yards from the French fquadrons he difmoun ted forty infan- 
try, juff come up under Captain Champagne, and placed them in a 
thicket on his right ; The fire of this party reffrained the enemy’s huf- 
fiirs, and the Britifh were foon rallied. A difpofition was mfiantJy 
made to charge the front of the huffars with one hundred and fifty 
dragoons, whilfi; a detachment wheeled upon their flank : No ffiock, 
however, took place between the two bodies of cavalry ; the French 

fsO -A of Duke de LanzTin’s regiment, who were armed with fpears. — The 
author begs leave to apologize to the reader for detailing, at this critical period of the 
fiege, a fliirraifli unimportant initfelf, had it not been varibtifly related. 
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Chap. YZ huflars retired behind their infaBtJy and a numerous militia who had 
arrived at the edge of the plain* Lieuteh^ht-colonel Tarieton, upon 
receiving part of their fire from behind a rail, again ordered the retreat 
to be founded. Many attempts were made afterwards to detach the 
French huffars from their infantry, but they were all inefiedual. 
troops between whom this fkirmifti happened confifted of the rear guard , 
of an Englifli (e.) foraging party, oppofed to Brigadier de Choify, at 
the head of great part of the corps ftiit to blockade Gloucefter. The 
Brithh troops had one officer and eleven men killed and wounded. 
The French (4.) had two officers and fourteen huffars killed and 
wounded. The next day, General de Ghoify, being reinforced by a 
detachment of marines, proceeded to cut off all land comthunications 
between the country and Gloucdfferi * • * 

At York town the King’s troops worked with great induff ry, and 
they were not interrupted before the enemy opened their batteries ; the 
Britifii artillery,, however, was conftantly employed in impeding the 
labour of the combined army. On the night of the 6th, a large de- 
tachment of American and French troops made confiderable progrefs 
in the firft (a.) parallel, which extended from the high ground above 
the river, along the left of the Britifh lines, as far as the ravine that 
approached the horn work, occupied by the light infantry. The length 
of the parallel was about one thoufand yards, and Its diftance from the 
place, in general, fix, hundred.* The Americans guarded the trenches, 
and conduced the attack ‘upon the right of the combined forces; the 
French ,upoh the left: The emulation of the officers communicated 
zeal to the foldiery. Works were alfo commenced by the French on 

(e.) In note 2. , , 

(4.) See journal of Count de Rochambean’s- operations, 

(a.) In note W. 
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the right of the Britifh, immediately oppolite to the redoubt garrifoned Chap. VI. 
by the 23d regiment. The batteries of the allies opened 0:1 the after- 
noon of the pth. Two days cannonade clearly demonftrated the bad- 
nefs of the pofition of the King’s troops, and the weaknefs of the de- 
fences. The circle within the lines presented no place of fecurity ex- 
cept under the cliff, and the fortifications were foon confiderably da- 
maged by the fliot and fh^ils of the enemy. 

About this period, Major (S.) Cochrane arrived with a difpatch 
from the commander in chief ; whereby Earl Cornwallis was acquaint- 
ed with the ftate of the Britifh navy at New York, and the uncertainty 
jof any rnove from that quarter towards the Chefapeak, • Every line of 
3 ir .Henry Clinton’s letter defcribed the clrcumftances which might 
4 elay his progrcfs, and expreffed anxiety for the fituation of Earl 
Cornwallis ; and it concluded by requiring his lordfhip’s opinion re- 
fpeding any diverfioii that , he could make to cover the retreat of the 
"^or,k town apd Qlooc^fter, The fituation of the 
.Virginia 3 r,myjh»comipg every day more critical, and all hopes of re- 
lief,- which could at no time have been fangu’me, having now totally 
vanifhed, there appeared no likely meafure to refcue the flower of the 
King’s t-roops from captivity except their own perfonal exertion. Soon 
after the arrival of Major Cochrane, it was offered as advice to Earl 
Cornwallis, to evacuate the miferable works of York town ; where 
every hour both of day and night, was an hour of watching and dan- 
ger to the officer- and foldier ; where every gun was dif mounted as foon 
as fhewn ; and where a long defence,againft fuperior numbers and fupe- 
rior artillery, was (T.) utterly hopelcis. ; To abandon fortifications that 
.tvere not tenable, and adopt a defign, which, at this jundure, had every 
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Chap. Vl. probability of fuccefs, was equally honourable and judicious. The 
deftruClioii of the royal array, if it remaiued in York town, was ine- 
. vitabie : The fate of the beft part of it, in attempting to pafs through 
the country. Was doubtful. The plan propofed pointed out the faci- 
lity of tranfporting a large body of infantry in the night to GlouceHer, 
the' vulnerable fituation of Brigadier-general de Ghoify’s corps, and the 
pcadlicability of attaining one hundred miles- dillance by rapid marehes ;: 
when a determination might be formed, from the circumllances which 
then prefented themfelves, whether a fouthward or a northward route 
would be moft advantageous for the Britifli forces.. 


The obflacles to this enterprize wiH Be dilplayed, and in a great" 
meafure removed, by defcribing the relative fituations of York town- 
and Gloucefter, the means of evacuating them, the nature- of the 
country through which the King’s forces were to pafs, and the quality 
and number of the troops to be employed on the occafioh. The bank 
of the river and the fhape of the cliff, at York town, are concave h IN 
The points being poffefled by the Britifh, all ©perations on the ftiore 
were concealed from the enemy. The army had, exclufive of the 
navy, many boats and much fmall craft, which, properly manned, 
could tranfport twelve hundred infantry at a trip, and with the affif- 
tance of the navy, above two thoufand. No difficulties occur; there- 
fore, to impede great part of the troops withdrawing in the night, 
embarking, croffing the river, and deffroying the boats after the paf- 
fage. Gloucefter was not befieged : Brigadier de Choily only biock- 
‘aded that poft with the Duke de Lauzun’s legion, (three hundred and 
fifty men) feven hundred marines, and twelve hundred militia ; which 
corps he employed in the following manner : The main body were 
encamped upon the plain, three miles from Gloucefter, behind a flight 
abbatis, and a large detachment was advanced to a narrow wood, about 
. a mile 
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a mile and a half in their front ; where, about this time, a work was Chap. VI.. 
commenced, which was not half finilhed when the capitulation was 
figned at York. The nature of Brigadier Choify’s pofition, and thu 
mixed quality of his troops, could not threaten a very formidable re- 
fiftance. The difficulty of his knowing a falfe from a real attack in i 

the dark, would, in all probability, fo divide his refolution and his 
corps, that he would be beat in detail. A fuppofition that the Britifli 
forces feleflred for the movement through the country would be driven j 

back into Gloucefter, could not for a moment be entertained.. 

The country between the Rappahanock and York river, was as rich 
and plentiful as any part of America, and had not during the whol6 
war been invaded or deftroyed : It abounded' with grain j cattle, and 
horfes : The feafon of the year, too, was particularly favourable, on 
account of provilions and forage : The Indian corn, which fupplies 
both bread and fodder, was juft colledted and ftored; The diftance of 
one hundred miles being obtained, it would then be optionable for the 
Britifli general, either to point his courfe towards Philadelphia, (a.) 
upon which, previous to his departure from York town, he might 
requeft the commander in chief to make an attempt, in order to form 
a jundblon, and favour his retreat:- Or^ to diredl his- march to the 
fouth ward, having reached a fituation high enough in the country, to 
pafs all the rivers at their fords, and by this means acquire once more 
a marked ftiperiority. in South Garolinai 




Upwards of three thoufand picked infantry, and' four hundred ca* 
valry and mounted infantry, could eafily be withdrawn, and might- 
with propriety be employed in forming the retreat. Part of the foot . 


had' 




(a.) In EXJta- S», 
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Chap. VI. had beg:U accufkimed to long marches, bad proYifionSj g.iid extreme 
hardihlps: They had traverfed the fouther|i pro^ and had fur- 

mounted almoft incredible diffiGulties without murmuring or defertjo 
The other corps were equally capable and zealous, and only required a 
trial to gain equal glory ; The light bagg^ige of the officer s might be 
placed upon horfes^ hup no waggons allowed for it ; all the officers 
would have patiently and chearfully acquiefced in this neceffary com- 
mand : The troops, both infaiitry and cavalry, ffiould be fupplied 
with three days provifionS at Gloucefter, to carry on their backs: 
Tw'enty waggons with good horfes might be provided ; in three of 
which, boats with cordarge and pioneers implements ffiould be con- 
veyed ; a irumber of artificers and Tailors would readily attend thefe 
ufeful appendages : The other waggoirs could be loaded with flour, 
lalt, and ammunition. All the field artillery in Gloucefler might be 
employed againft the. neighl^uxing poft of the enemy ; fiut u&er that 
event, the number ffiould be limitted to four or fix light piepes. The 
cavalry had already quitted York town, and vvere m good order: 
A body of infantry could be mounted on the fpa.re horfes pf the 
quarter-mafter general and artillery departments, then in Gloucefter. 
Detachments of dragoons and mounted infantry might a£l advanta- 
geouily together, either to guard the front or the rear of the army, to 
feize provifions, to fecure defiles, or to nrqve rapidly and vigoroufly 
upon any emergency. Many horfes would undoubtedly fall into the 
pofleffion of the Britiffi in the afair with the Brigadier de Choify, and 
sjiany hundreds might be cdllefted from the populous counties in the 
vicioity of • the Rappahanock. The Britiffi dragopnp,^ wfio were fupe- 
rior in number, and much better mounted, would prefs the huflars of 
Lauzuu to extremity, being fully fenfiffie., of the neceflity and utility 
of fuch an event ; and would afterwards employ themfelves afiiduoufly 
to procure all the horfes within their reach : It is, therefore, not in- 
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Credible but that bodies' W6tfM W fafe'en' sfrfd foWnd, tb'inount Hear Half Cha?,'^i;^ 
the Britifh infaiitiy,' before tfre^ had ^fobeeded fifty miles from GIou- 
cefter. ■ " ” . , • . ^ . 



It is not unfeafonable to form fome refledtions upon the meafurcs 
the combined arrny would adopt, in confequen'ce of this movement of 
the Britifh. ■ After taking poffeifion of York town, the generals would 
naturally fend to the French fleet for boats : This circumftance, toge- 
ther with councils of war,- and correfpondence with the admiral, would 
certainly confume a period of three days befbfe any impbrtant defign 
could be determined on for execution. A divifion of troops would then 
probably be fent to the head of the Chefapeak ; another up' James 
river, and ai third would perhaps be ordered to follow the route of the 
Briti fit army. But notwithflanding all thefe preventive meafu res, the 
efforts of the enemy to harafs, to flop, or to enc6mpafs the King’s 
troops,' without a fuperior cavalry, muft'- ptbvd ffuitl'^fs. Many inci- 
dents, whith, . viewed feparately, might appear tAflhig,'' would, vvheii ' 
united, produce effential confequences, and coiifiderably favour the re- 
treat of the Britifh. The likelihood of deflrdying the French huflars 
at the commencement of the expedition ; , the hardflilps to be endured 
upon the march,, which the followers would find proportion ably aug- 
mented ; the want of ovens for baking bread might impede the. advance 
of the French, though it could not afFeQ: -the progrefs of the Britifh : 
By long and repeated ufe, the latter had acquired the habit of difpen- 
fing with all conveiiiencies t ithe want of which the former were as 
unacquainted with as with the language of the countryi And to thefe 
circumflances might be added,. the probable divifion of force which- 
would arife from a certain oppofition in the plans of the two French 
commanders. The Count de Roch'ambeau would indubitably wifh to. . 
follow the fuccefs of York town, whilft the Count de GrafTe would be 

* equally 
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Chap. VI. equally folicitous to return to the Weft Indies, the great theatre of naval 
operations. This contention of opinion, if it did not weaken the 
French army by the removal of St. Simon’s brigade, would, at leaft, 
|)roducc perplexity, debate, and delay. 

The line of condud moft likely and advifable for General Wafhing- 
ton to adopt, on this emergency, would be to tranfport the greateft 
part of his continentals, by Baltimore, to Pennfylvania, in order to 
cover Philadelphia, which might not be an eafy or fafe bufinefs, if the 
French fquadron quitted the Chefapeak, and to detach the Marquis de 
la Fayette up James river, to oppofe the return of Earl Cornwallis to 
the fouthward. But allowing the beft plans to be adopted, and the exe- 
cution to be equally finifhed, there is the ftrongeft reafon to believe that 
the Britilh general would efcape with the flower of his army, by aban- 
doning, in good time, a few frigates, a train of artillery, and a num- 
ber of lick: Sacrifices highly juftifiable in his defperate fituation : The 
evil and good that would have refulted from the experiment may be 
contrafted in a few words: If the march failed, it would certainly 
confound and delay the defigns of the French .; and if the Britifh did 
fall into the hands of their enemies, they would fall later, and with 
increafed reiputation, by having ufed the moft judicious and vigorous 
efforts to avert the calamity ; but the tried powers and fuperior qua- 
lities of the King’s troops, with the calculation of the favourable cir- 
cumftances of time and place, demonftrated the feafibility of accom- 
pllfiiing a retreat, which would have enhanced the military glorj, and 
piromoted.the general welfare of their country. 

Two ftrqng reafons urged an evacuation immediately after Major 
Cochrane’s. arrival. : The uncertainty of the, climate during the autumn, 
^recommended the prefeiit fine weather ; and the diftance of the Ame- 

-'I 
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ricans and French allowed a more convenient opportunity than when Chap. Vi. 
they had completed their fecond parallel : The retreat was, however, 
poftponed, and other events prefent themfelves to immediate attention. 

On the night of (b.) the nth the enemy commenced their fecond pa- 
rallel : The Britilh howitzers and fmall mortars were employed to in- 
terrupt their progrefs ; but the French and Americans were greatly co- 
vered and 'prote£led, whilft at work, by their batteries, which obliged 
the befieged to Ihut up the embrafures on the left of their lines. The 
fecond parallel was confiderably advanced before the firft : It approached 
the redoubts, which were placed on the left flank of York town : The 
places of arms and the communications were judicloufly conftrudled. 

The King’s troops now began to lofe men very faft, both by ficknefs 
and by the enemy’s fire : To reinforce the line, Lieutenant-colonei 
Dundas was ordered with great part of the Both regiment from Glou- 
cefter, and the future command of that poll: was intrufted to Lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton. 


On the evening of the 14th, General Wafhington' diredled a detach- 
ment from each army to attack, after dark, the two outward redoubts 
upon the left of the Brltifh lines at York. The Marquis de la Fayette Two re- 

^ . ... ^ doubts'-at ■' 

commanded the aflault made from the American works, and the Baron York towa ^ 

earned by 

de Viomenil that which proceeded from the French trenches. The*^eFr«nck 

. ^ \ana Amm- 

Americans, headed by a number of officers and volunteers, performed 

their duty with vigour and courage : The Britiffi redoubt, which hid 

been much damaged by the fire of the batteries, was foon carried, and 

the commanding officer, with many of his detachment, was made 

prifoner. Colonels Hamilton, Lawrance, and De Gimat, diftinguiffi- j 

-ed themfelves on this occafion. The Baron de Viomenil was aot lefe 


(b.) In aote W 
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CftAr,VL fuccefsful ia his attempt. The French chaffeurs and grenadiers met 
with more difficulties and greater lofs| but they entered with fixed 
• bayonets, and made themfelves mafters of the redoubt. The Count 
de Deux Pouts, the Count Charles de Damas, and feveral other 
French officers*of diftinTion, were amongft the foremofl: of the af- 
failants. No trial was made by the King’s troops to re-poflefs the re- 
doubts; and the working party of the combined army included them 
within their parallel before morning. The lofs of men fuilained by 
the Britiffi was not great, or nearly fo important as the lofs of the 
ground covered by the redoubts. The enerny’s works were pu>ffied 
forwards with Ikill as %vell as affiduity, and, by their neater approach 
to the body of the place, the fituation of the bcfieged became every, 
hour more difadvantageous. The batteries of the firft parallel had 
ftlenced the cannon of the town, and made confiderable impreffion on 
the fortifications ; Thofe of the fecond parallel were nearly finiflied on 
the 15th, and fo6n expedled to open with redoubled devaflation. 


In this critical fituation,. Earl Cornwallis wrote (V.) to the com- 
mander in chief, and advifed him not to run great rilk with the Britiffi 
navy and array, in attempting to relieve him, as his condition was 
nearly defperate, and his defence of York town, could' not much longer 
be protrafled. In order to delay the opening of the batteries upon the 
fecoiid parallel, his lord ffi ip planned a fortie, to., be put, in. execution 
before daybrealc on the itfith. The dir.e{ 5 l;ion (,c.) of the fally was 
given to Lieutenant-colonel, Abercrombie, who divided a corps, of three 
hundred and fifty men-into- two parties : He appointed . Lieutenant-cor 
Lak® to the. divifion,., which confifted of grenadiers .feledled from 
the guards 'andrjthe.Sotht rcgi;ffi'eati,rand.he placed Major Armftrong to 


Sortie ftiim 
•York town,. 


(c*) Ta note-W*. 
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the other, which was compofed of light infantry. Before dawn, two Chap. Vi. |! 
batteries and the covering redoubts in the fecond parallel were gallantly j 

attacked, and carried, without any confiderable lofs. A large body of | 

French troops, under the Vifcount de Noailles, foon moved forwards ij 

to retake the works in front, when the Britifli retreated to their own j; 

. ■ ’ ' - - . " • 

lines, having killed and taken fome officers and foldiers, and fpiked 
eleven pieces of heavy cannon. Though this atlion was fuccefsful, 
and enhanced the reputation of the officsrs and troops that were en- |i 

gaged, the public fervice was not much benefited by it. The cannon, ij 


owing to the hurry of the Britifh, or to the ingenuity of the French, 
were foon unfpiked, and the batteries were nearly finiffied before 
evening. . ^ 


A ?2W hours cannonade from the new batteries upon York town, 
whcit. the fraizings were already deftroyed, the guns difmounted, 
many breaches effected, and the fhclls nearly expended, would be pro- 
dudtive either of a capitulation, or an afl'ault. A retreat by Gloucefter 
was the only expedient that now prefented itfelf to avert the mortifica- 
tion of a furrender, or the deftrudtion of a ftorm. Though this plan 
appeared lefs pradticable than when firft propofed, and was adopted at 
this crifis, as the laft refource, it yet afforded’ fome hopes of iuccefs. 

In the evening, Earl Cornvvallis fent Lord Chewton to Glouceffer, i6tlt oa, 
with explicit diredions for Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton to prepare 
fone artillery and other requifites from his garrifon to accompany the 
Eiitifh troops with which his lordihip defigned to attack Brigadier de 
Choify before daybreak, and afterwards retreat through the country. 

The guards of cavalry and infantry at Tarleton’s poft were im- 
mediately augmented, and many officers were advanced as fentries, 
to prevent any intelligence being conveyed to the enemy. All the 
commanding officers of regiments were afterwards acquainted with 

3 D 2 the 
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theuitenaed projcd, that their corps might be completely aife 
and equipped. The (pare horfes of the garrifon were ordered to parade- 
fnr the benefit of the infantry, and the necefiary artillery and waggons 


were prepared. A number of failors and foldiers were difpatched with 
boats from Gloucefter, to affift the troops in paflihg the river. Earl 


Cornwaliis fent o-lF the firft embarkation before eleven o’clock that; 


night, confiftlng of the light Infantry, great part of the brigade of 
guards, and the 23d regiment, aaid purpofed hlmfelf to pafs with the fe- 
cond, when he had finifhed a letter to General Walhington, calculated 
to excite the humanity of that officer towards the fick, the wounded, and- 


the detachment that would be left to capitulate. Much of the fmall 
craft had been damaged during the fiege ; yet it was computed, thalr 
three trips would be Efficient to convey over all the troops that were 
neceffary for the expedition.. The whok of the firft divifion arrived 
before midnight, and part of the fecond had embarked j. when a fquall, 
attended with rain, fcattered the boats, and impeded their return to 
Gloucefier. About two o’clock in the morning the weather began to 
moderate, when orders were brought to the commanding officers of 
the corps that had paffed, to-fe-crofs the water. As. the boats- were 
' all on the York fide the river,, in- order to bring over the troops, it 
required feme time to row them to Gloucefter, to carry back the in- 
fantry of the firft embarkation but foon after daybreak they returned 
under the fire of the enemy’a batteries to Earl CornwalliSj, at York- 
town. Thus expired the laft hop© of the Britiftivarmy. - 

„7tfeOa. ' In- the foreno'on, (d:) his Ibrdftiip, by a flag, propofed a ceflTatlon of 
t“cS^wwn^'hoftiIitks' for twenty Tour hour§,. in order to fettle the terms for the 
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furrtjnder of York and Gloucefter. (X.) General Wafhington, in an- Chap. VI. 
fwer, admitted a fufpenfion of arms for two hours, that Earl Corn- 
wallis might tranfmit in writing the offers which he intended, as the 
foundation of a treaty. His lordfhip replied, that the garrifons of 
York town and Gloucefter fhould be prifoners of' war, with cuftomary 
honours; that the officers and foldiers, both Britifh and German, 
fhould be lent to their refpedfive countries, under engagement not to 
ferve againft France, America, or their allies, until releafed, or regu- 
larly exchanged ; that, all arms and public {lores fhould be faithfully 
delivered ; but that the ufual indulgence of fide arms to officers, and 
of retaining private property, fhould be granted to officers and foldiers. 

Earl Cornwallis likewife required fome flipulations for the benefit of. 
individuals in civil capacities, and the followers of the army. Hoftili- ■ 
ties were not renewed in the evening, or during the night ; and Gene- - 
ral Wafhington aufwered the next day, that the garrifons of York- 
and Gloucefter fhould be received , as prifoners of war ; that the annexed : 
condition oftfending the Rritifh and German troops to the parts of Eu--. 
rope to . which they, refpedtively belonged was inadmiffible ; that the 
fame honours would be granted to the furrenderiug. army, as were' 
granted to the garritbn of Charles town; and that the fliipping, boats, , 
artillery, arms,- accoutrements, and military cheft, were to be deli- 
vered to the heads of departments, who would be inftrufted to receive 
them. Two hours were allowed to. confide'r thefe and other propofals, , 
and to appoint commiffioners to digeft.the articles of capitulation;, 
otherwlfe hoftilities would , be recommenced. . Earl Cornwallis, after 
making fome fpecificafions, nominated Lieutenant-colonel Dundas and ; 

Major Rofs, to meet the Vifeount de Noailles and Colonel Lawrence, , 
at Moore’s. iioufe, in the. neighbourhood of the lines.. 

(X.).Note X. . 

- I, . ■ Ttts 1 
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C«AP. VI. The principal articles of (Y.) the capitulation were to the follow 

efFea.*' The troops to be prifoners of war to America and the naval 
force to France. The officers to retain their fide arms and private pro- 
perty of every kind : Any property obvioufly belonging to the inhabi- 
tants of the United States, in the poffeffion of the garrifon, to be liable 
to claim. The foldiers to be kept in Virginia, Maryland, or Pennfyl- 
vania, and as much by regiments as poffible, and to be.ffipplied with 
the fame rations of provifions as are allowed to foldiers in the fervice 
of America. A proportion of the officers to march into the country 
with the prifoners ; the reft to be allowed to proceed, on parole, to any 
American maritime port in pofleffion of the Britifti, or to Europe. 
The .Bonetta floop of war to be permitted to fail to New York without 
examination, on condition that fhe was returnedjo the Count de Graffe, 
and the foldiers and failors paffengers accounted for on her delivery. 

The regular troops of France and America w'ho obtained this im- 
portant conqueft, confifted of about feven thoufand of the former, and 
five thoufand five hundred of the latter, and they were affifted by about 
four thoufand militia. The {kill of the engineers correfponded well 
with the force of the artillery, amounting to upwards of one hundred 
pieces of ordnance. On the part of the combined army, from the firft 
to the laft period of the fiege, fomewhat above three hundred were 
killed and wounded, exclufive of officers. The only Bntifti officer of 
note that fell, was the honourable Major Charles Cochrane, (BB.) of 
the legion. The killed and wounded, officers inclufive, amounted to 
four hundred and feventy- feven, and feventy were taken in the re- 
doubts on the 14th. By (CC.) the return tranfmitted to Congrefs, 

. one lieutenant general, one brigadier. general, two colonels, fourteen 


(Y.) Note Y. 


(BB.) Nete BB. 


(CC.) Note CC. 
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lieutenant colonels, fixteen majors, ninetj-feven captains, one hundred Chap, vi, 
and eighty lieutenants, fifty-five enfigns, four chaplains, fix adjutants, 
eighteen quarter mafters, eighteen furgeons, fifteen mates, three hun- 
dred and eighty-five ferjeants, one hundred and feventy-nine drums 
and trumpets, fix thoufand and thirty-nine rank and file, feveral men 
belonging to departments, eighty followers of the army, many fea 
officers, eight hundred and forty failors, other tranfport feamen, with . 
the Guadaloupe and Fowey frigates, the Bonetta {loop, feveral gallics 
and armed veffels, feventy-five pieces of .brafs ordnance, fi.x,ty-nin3 
iron ditto, the military cheft, containing- two thoufand one hundred 
and fixteen pounds fierling, twenty-four regimental colours, a number 
of horfes and waggons, and a quantity of fmall arms, {lores, &c. &c- 
were furrendered by the capitulation, ligned on the one part by Earl 
Cornwallis and Commodore Symmonds, and on the other, by General • 
Waflaington, Count de Rochambeau, and Count de Barras, in his own 
and. the name of the Count de Grafi?. 


It may not be improper to recapitulate the caufes which; were pro? 
duflive, of this important event ; and as the arms of America and 
France were cro.wned with fuccefs, they, demand a primary attention. 
General Wafhington and Count de Rochambeau, early in the fummer, 


intreated the French admiral (AA.) to embrace the. firfl convenient, 
opportunity of quitting the Weft Indies- with the flieet. and feme land 
forces, to participate, in their defigns againfl the. common- enemy in 
America. The fending the Marquis, de la. Fayette to command in Vir- 
ginia, was certainly, a Hep well calculated- to communicate to that and 
the neighbouring provinces 2 .; firong. perfuafioii. of French co<-opera- 
tton. ;..and the movement of the combined army in June towards .New 


,) Note. AA. 


York, 
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CEAr.vl. York, contributed greatly to conceal the point of attack. The early 
arrival of the French fleet in the Chelapeak, the fpeedy difembarka- 
tlon of St. Simon’s brigade, the rapid movement of the h rench and 
American troops from the northward, to form the inveftraent of \ 01 k 
town, exhibit ftrong and admirable proofs of political forefight and 
military arrangement. The condud of the French and American en- 
gineers and artillery, in planning the approaches, and pointing the ord- 
nance, during the fiege, demands the higheft applaufe : And the beha- 
viour of the Couitt de Grafl'e, in leaving the bay, during the abfence of 



and of a number of feam^^ to engage admiral UraveSj ana 

eans proted the Count de Barras’s fquadron, is no lefs wor- 
dration. In fhort, great glory neceflarily proceeded from pro- 
were conceived with profound wlfdom, combined together 
liar nronrietv, and crowned with unvaried fuccefs. 


A BETROSPECTIVE View ot l^ntiui operations piauu^ uuw»u.a, 
that the march from Wilmington to Peterfburg was formed and exe- 
cuted by Earl Cornwallis without the knowledge or confent of Sir 
Henry Clinton : That York town and Gloucefter were voluntarily oc- 
cupied by his lordfliip. in preference to Old-point Comfort, when a 
pofl: for the proteflion of the navy was required: That as foon as Sir 
Henry Clinton was apprized of the miaifter’s wifh to make a ferious 
attempt upon Virginia, he committed as large a corps to Earl Corn- 
wallis in that province as was compatible with the fafety of New York 
■and its dependencies, during the vicinity of the French and American 
:aTmy : .That every intelligence which could be obtained of the ene- 
.my’s movements was tranfpnitted by the commander in chief, who 
.tnade all the efforts in his power to afiii:and relieve his lordfliip, from 
tthe period that the French fleet entered the Chefapeak to the hour of 
•ibe canltulation,at York towm : An# that Earl Cornwallis may be faid 


W 
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to incur the imputation of mifconceiving his own danger, in not d‘e-~ Chaf. TI.. 
ftroying La Fayette’s detachment after the affair near James ifland ;; 
in not ftriking at the corps at WilliamlOburgh previous to the jundlion. 
of Wafhington and Rochambeau ; in quitting fb early the outward for 
the inner pofition, where he was obliged to make propofals to fur- 
render eight days after the enemy opened their batteries ; and in not - 

adopting fooner and more decidedly the meafure of paffing through the 
country. Some inftances of overfight may, therefore, be attributed to^ 
his lordfhip, which precipitated, perhaps, the fate of his own army 
hut the genuine caufe of the great national calamity, which put a pe- 
riod to the continental war, muft by all ranks and defcriptions of men 
be principally afcribed to the mluifter in England, or the adflbiral in the 
Weft Indies. The arrival of De Graffe in the Chefapeak equally ani- 
mated the confidence of the allies, and deftroyed all the Britifh hopes 
of conqueft or of reconciliation in that quarter. The fafety of Earl 
Cornwallis’ army, in all human probability, would only have pro- 
craftinated the evil day ; for the paft fuccefs of the campaign, and. the 
future profpedts of the King’s troops, were counteradted by the for- 
midable appearance of the French fleet. The Superiority at fea proved 
the ftrength of the enemies of Great Britain, deranged the plans of , 
her generals, difheai teiied the courage of her friends, and finally con- 
firmed the indepeudency of America. 



NOTES 






CA|»f^AioKs OF 1780 *781* &;c» 


TO THE 


SI X T H 


G H A P T E R, 


(N O T E A.) 

MxtraSi* — IPrQm Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornwallis ^ dated New Torh^ Notes to tH« 

June II, 1781 . ChajJter, 

I^ESPECTIN G my ppiiiians of AaUpns bi Jatties and York rijers, 

I fliall beg .leave only to refer your lordflilp to my inftri^ions to, and 
correlpondencc with, Generals Phillips and Arnold \ together with the 
.fubftance of converfations with the former, which, your lordlhip will 
have found amongft General Phillips* papers, and to. which ! referred 
you in my laft difpatch. I Ihall, therefore, of courfe, approve of any 
alteration your lordftiip may think proper to make in thofe ftations. 

The detachments I have .made.frOm this, army Into Ghefapeak, fince 
General Leflie’s expedition in 0(Jitober laftj inclulive, have amounted 
to feven thoufand feven hundred and twenty-four elFedives; and at the 
time your lordfhip made the juftdioft with the corps there, there were, 
hnder Major-general Phillips* orders, five thouTand three hundred and 

3 E a . fiaur ; 
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rity, 1 have reafon to expefl) and the numerous militia of the five Notes to the 
neighbouring provinces. Thus circumttanced, I am perfuaded your Chapter, 
lordfliip will be of opinion, that the fooner I concentrate my force the 
• better. Therefore (uniefs your lordlhip, after the receipt of my letter 
of the 29th of May," and 8 th. inftant, ihould incline to agree with me 
in opinion, and judge it right to adopt my ideas refpeding the move, to 
Baltimore, or the .Delaware neck, &c.) 1 beg leave to recommend if to 
you, as foon as you have finiflied the adive operations you may now be 
(b.) engaged in, to take a defenfive ftation, in any healthy fituation* 
you chufe, (be it at Williamfourgh or York town) ;. and I would wifh,. 
in that cafe, that, after referving to yourfelf fuch troops as you may- 
judge neceflary for an ample defenfive, and defultory movements by- 
water, for the purpofe of annoying the enefmy’s communications, de- 
Uroying magazines, &c., the following corps may be fent to rae ini 
fuccelfion as you can fpare them: Two battalions of light infantry ;; 

4^d regiment; 76th or 80th regiment two battalions of Anfpach 
Queen’s rangers, cavalry and' infantry ; reraains of the detachment of 
17th light dragoons ; and. fuch proportba of artillery as can be fpared^, 
particularly men.. 


(NOTE Br)) 

'ExiraB.'^From F^arl Gornwallk to Sir Wmry Clmton,, ddU-d'VSniliamf- 

hurghif 

DA FAYETTE’s continentals^ I believe; confifif of about feventeem 
or eighteen hundred men, exclufive- of fome tweivemonths'men col- 
ieded by Steuben., He has received, cohfiderabla reinforcements of mi- 

Jitra,, 


g q^af^AIONS <3F I7S0 AND I^Sl lN:fflEE 

jTofestotKelitia, and about eight hundred mountain riflemen under CampbelL 
c5?«. , lie keeps with his main body, about eighteen or twenty miles from us ; 
his advanced Corps about ten or twelve, probably with an intention of 
infultiug our rear guard when We pafs James river. I hope, however, 
to put that out of his power, by crofling at James-city ifland ; if I can 
get a favourable opportunity of ftrlking a blow, at him without lofs of 
time, I will certainly try it. I will likewife attempt water expedi- 
tions, if proper objeds prefent themfelves after my arrival at (a.) 

I - Portfmouth. 


r 


(NOTE CO 



ExtraSl. — From Sir Benry Clinion tt> Earl CornwuttU, dmd Bew fork, 

June 18, 1781. 

I Ih cypiler, — Reeeivfed July 8, i 7 8 1 . ] 

H AV ING, for very effential reafons, come to a refolution of en- 
deavouring, by a rapid move, to feize the ftores, &c., colleded at 
Philadelphia, and afterwards to bring the troops employed on that fer- 
Vice to reinforce this poft, i am to requeft, that, if your lordfliip has 
not already embarked the reinforcement I called for m my letters of the 

8th, nth, 15th, and i^th inftant, aiid ^Ihould not be engaged in fome 

important iliove, either of your own, or in confequenee of my 

.js refpeaAog operation in the Upper Cbefapeak,, you will be pleafed, 
foon as poffible, to order an embarkation of the troops fpecified 
below, (I.) and of ftores, &ci &c. ftated in the enclofed paper, or in 

bf ^ch; and fuch a proportion of atUUery 

'4^^ kli ‘ * narfirVitkIlv men. 

as 
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as full a manner as your lordfliip can with propriety comply ; recol- 
le'ding, that whatever may have been taken too great a proportion of, Chapter, 
will be immediately returned to you the moment the expedifion is over. 


(N O T E Bi} 

Co^.’—'lEiarl CornwaJlh to Sir Henry Clmtctii K*B, dated Colhmty 

July 8, 1781, 

SIR, 

1 WAS this morning honoured with your difpatch of the 28th 
ult. The troops are perfeQily ready, and will proceed to Portfmouth 
to wait the arrival (f.) of the tranfports. I will give immediate orders 
about the artillery, ftores, &c. 

The tranfports now at Pdrtfmouth are fufficient to- carry the light- 
infantry 5 I had prepared them to receive that corps, and fhould have 
fent them to you in a few days, if your laft order had not arrived. In 
your cyphered difpatch, the 2d battalion of light infantry only is men- 
tioned ; but I conclude that to be a miftake, and fliall keep both ready 
to embark. I take for granted that General Robertfon will come with, 
the tranfports to take the command of the expedition. General Leflie 
is ftill here ; but as it was not my intention to have fent him with the 
troops to New ¥ork, and as he will be the propereft perfoh to command: 
herej in cafe you firould approve of my returning: to Charles town, I; 
fiiall not fend him on the expedition, unlefs it fhall then appear to be- 
your excellency's, defire that he Ihould accompany General Robertfon- 


I MUST 
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. ... I Mcs r .gain take the liberty of calling your excellency's ferlous 
S^r. attention to the queftion of the utility of a defenfive poll in this coun- 
■ trv which cannot have the fmalleft inHuence on the war m Carolina, 
Z which only gives us feme acres of an unhealthy fwamp. and is for 
ever liable to become a prey to a foreign enemy, with a temporary fu- 
periority at fea. Defultory expeditions in the Chefapeak may be un- 
Lrtaken from New York with as much eafe and more fafety, when- 
ever there is reafon to fuppofe that our naval force is likely to be fupe- 

nor for two or three months. 



i ) 4th from Williamfburgh to a camp 

,e ifland of James town. The Queen’s 
/ening. On the 5th, 1 fent over all the 
th, the bat horfes, and baggage of every 
vlth the army on the 7th. About noon, 
irought me of the approach of the enemy, 

noon a large body attacked our out pofts. 

•ould not bring a conhderable force within 
fed that nothing was left but a rear guard, 
dace them of my weaknefs, and fuffered 
and driven back ; nothing, how^ever, ap- 
,v and militia till near (c.) funfet, when a 
artillery, began to form in the front of our 
aps under arms, and ordered: the army to 
le attack was began by the firft line with 
lothing but militia oppofed to the light in- 
1 over on the right ; But Lieutenant-colo- 
confiftiflg of the 43d, 76th, .and 8o.th regi- 

left wings meeting the Peimfylvania line, 

and 










sotrToafifcN^ 
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and a detachmkit' of'^tfefe, Marqtiis^ de* la ■f'ayette’s continentals, ivith Notes 
two fix-pounders, a .fmart adtioa enfued- 6>r fom^ minutes, when the CMagter 
enemy gave way and abandoned their cannon. The cavalry were per- 
fedtly. ready to purfue; but the darknefs of- the evening prevented my 
being able to make ufe of them. 1 cannot fufficiently commend the 
fpirit and good behaviour of the officers and foldiers of the ’^hol'e 
army ; but the 76th and 80th regiments, on whom the brunt of the 
adtipii fell, had an opportunity of diftmguifhing themfelves- particu-^ 
larly, and Lieutenant -colonel Dundas’ ccwidud and gallantry deferve 
the highefl praife. The force of the enemy in the field was about two 
thoufand, and their lofs, I believe, between two and three hundred. 

Half an hour more of daylight wonld have probably given us the 
greatefl; part of the corps. 

I HAVE enclofed a lift of our killed and wounded. We finifhed our 
paffage yefterday, which has been an operation of great labour and dif- 
ficulty, as the river is three miles wid6 at this place. I have great ob- 
ligations to Captain Aplin and the officers of the navy and feamen for 
their great exertions and attentions on this occafion. 

I HAVE not received the letters yout excellency alludes to, of the * 

29th of May, or 8th and 19th of June. 

I. have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS*. 

Extras} of a letter from an officer of rank in the Amerhan army^ dated 

July 1 1781. 

. THE Britifh officers, we are informed, are much dh'pleafed at the 
ilTue, and acknowledged (they were out-geiieralled ; otherwife they mufi: 

3 F have 



have (e.) cut to pieces our 
hundred horfe, and a confiderable body of infantry, 


We could not pofEbly have extricated ourfelves from the difficulties 
we were in, but by the manoeuvre we adopted, which, though it may 
have* the appearance of temerity to thofe unacquainted with circum- 
ftaaccs-, yet was founded on the trueft military principles,, and was one 
^of thofe neceffary, though daring, meafbres, which feldom fail ofi 
producing the defired efFedl:,- that is, confufing the enemy, and open- 
ing a way to retreat in fight of a much faperior army.. 


(NOTE- E.) 



rebel army. 


Copy. — From Earl Cornwattis io Lieutenant-colonel Farleton, dated 

Cobham^ July ^th, 1781. 

Dear Tarleton, 

‘ I W O U JLD have you begin your march to-morrow with the corps 
of cavalry and mounted infantry under your command to Prince-Ed- 
ward court houfe, and from tbince to New London in Bedford county^ 
making the ftridefi: inquiry in every part of the country through 
which you pafs, for ammunition, cloathing, or ftores of any kind, in- 
tended for the public ; and as there is no prefiang fervice for your corps 
in this province, I mufi; defire you will be in no hafte to return ; but 
do every thing in your power to deftroy the fupplles deftined for the 


All public .fiores, of corn 'and provlfions are to be burnt, and if 
there fhouid be a quantity of provlfions or corn collected at a private 

■ houfes— ' 
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houfe, I would have you deftroy it, even although there Ihould be no Notes to iji& 
proof of its being intended for the public fervice, leaving enough for Chapter, 
the fupport of the family, as there is the greateft reafon to apprehend 
that fuch provifions will be ultimately appropriated by the enemy to 
the ufe of General Greene’s army, which, from the prefent Hate of the 
Carolinas, muft depend on this province for its fupplies. 


As it is very probable that fome of the light troops of General 
Greene’s army may be on their return to this country, you will do all 
you can to procure intelligence of their route ; I need not tell you of 
what importance it will be to intercept them, or any prifoners of ours 
from South Carolina. I would have all perfons of confequence, either 
civil or military, brought to me before they are paroled. 


1 WILL leave a detachment at Suffolk to receive you on your return. 
Three light waggons, with good horfes, and a puncheon of rum, will 
be delivered 'to you on application to the quarter-mafter general. 


You will publifh that you are the advanced guard of my army, and 
order, under pain of military execution, the people of the country to 
provide waggons, See., to expedite the movements of my army. 


Most fmccrely wifliing you fuccefs, and placing the greateft confi. 
dence in your zeal and abilities, 

1 am, with great truth and regard, 

Dear Tarleton, • 

Moft foithfully yours, 

CORNWALLIS. 
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(NOTE R) 


'Note*, to tljs 
Sbrh 
. '.Chapti^n 



CUnion to Earl Cornwallis, 'dated head quarters. 
New Tork, Juty nth, 1781, 


fin cypher. — Received from Brigadier-major Bowes, July 20th, at one A. M.J 


I HAVE received your lordfhlp s letter of the Jtine, and 

tire admiral has difpatclied a frigate with his and my opinions in anCwer 
to it. I cannot be more explicit by this opportunity than to defire, ihat, 


if you have not already paffed the James river, you will continue on the 
Williamfburgh neck until (he arrives with my difpatches by Captain 



ExtraU, From Sir Benry Clinton io Earl Cornwallis, dated New York, 


UNTIL I had the honour to receive your lordfliip’s letter of the 
8th inftant, I had flattered myfelf, that upon re-confidermg the gene- 
ral purport of our correfpondence, and General Phillips’ papers in 
your poffeflion, you would, at leaft, have waited for a line from me, 
in anfwer to your letter of the 30,thult., before you finally determined 
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upon lb ferious and ‘ mortifying a move, as- the re-paffing James river, 
and retiring with your army to Portfmouth : And i was the more in- 
duced, to hope that this would have been the cafcj as we both feemed 
to agree in our opinion of the propriety of taking a healthy ftation on 
the Neck, between York andi James rivers^ for the purpofe of cover- 
ing a proper harbour for our line-of- battle fhips. And I am perfuaded 
your lordfliip will be fenfible, that in all my letters I clearly leave you- 
at full liberty to detain any part, or even- the whole of the troops I 
folicited you to fend me, Ihould your lordlhip* have determined on any 
folid operation of your own in Virginia, or elfcwhere or Ihould you 
have adopted the one I had recommended i-a the Upper Chefapeak ; or 
even Ihould you have judged their continuance with you necelfary, untih 
the nations you might think proper to take were, rendered refpedlably 
defeafive. 


As your lordfhip is., again pleafed to carll niy ferious- attention to the 
quedlon of the utility of a defeuhve poll in Virginia, which you fay' 
cannot have the fmalleft inffuence on the war in Carolina, and whicli 
only gives us fome' acres of an unhealthy fwanip, I muft, in anfwer, , 
beg leave again to repeat to your Lordfhip, that it never was my in- 
tention to continue a poft on Elizabeth river any longer than until the 
commencement of folid operations In the Chefapeak, nor to have there' 
more troops than what might be capable of defending a fmall work 
on that river; and. that all the general officers who have commanded: 
in the Chefapeak. have had my Gonfent to change that fiation. for. one 
more healthy, if they judged it proper to. do fo : To. which I will 
moreover add, that it ever has. been,, is, and ever will be, my firm and 
unalterable opinion, , that.it is of the firft confequence to. His Majefly ’s 
affairs on this continent, that we take pofleffion of the Chefapeak, and' 
that vve do not afterwards relinquifh it. I beg leave, : alfo, pay lord, to 
r/' diffeat 
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Notes to the diffetit from the opinion you have given me of a defenfive poft in the 
Chapter. Chefapeak, and that defultory expeditions there may be undertaken 
from New York with as much eafe, and more fafety ; for I cannot but 
fuppofe, that a defenhve ftation in the Chefapeak, with a corps of at 
lead: four thoufand regular troops for its prote(£i:ion and defultory water 
Movements during the lummer months, wherein land operations may 
be imprafticable, would have the moft beneficial effedts on more dif- 
tant diftrids, for the reafons I have already had the honour to give 
your lordihip : Nor do I recoiled, that in any of my letters to your 
lordfhip, I have fuggefted an idea, that there was a probability of the 
enemy’s having a naval fuperiority in thefe feas for any length of 
time, much lefs for fo long a one as two or three months. B.ut with 
relped to the unhealthinefs of the ftation at Portfmouth, my letters to 
General Phillips on that fubjed, (wherein I fay, God forbid I fhould 
wifh to bury the elite of my army in Nanfemond and Princefs Anne) 
will fatisfy your lordfliip that we are both of one opinion. 


Copy of the report of Lieutenant Sutherland, engineer, dated Billy ordnance 
iranfport, Hampton road^ .July 1781. 


My Lord, 

AGREEABLE to your* orders, I have examined the ground on 
Old-point Cgmfort with as much accuracy as I poffibly could ; and for 
your lordftiip’s better information, I have raade'a furvey of the ground, 
upon which 4s”taid do wh.tife. widdiflii’ foundings of the channel. 

pj'fa s 
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I BEG leave to offer what appears to me refpeiling the fituatioxi of a Notes to the 
, 1 r . Sixth 

work on that fpot. Chapter* 


The ground where the ruins of fort George lay is the fitteft for a 
work, but at the fame time mull be attended with many inconve- 
nlencies. 


The level of the ground there is about two feet higher than the 
high-water mark, which, from its very fhort diftance to the deep 
water, muft foon be deftroyed by a naval attack. 


The great width and depth of the channel give fhips the advantage 
of paffing the fort with very little rilk. I apprehend fifteen hundred 
yards is too great a diftance for batteries to Hop fliips, which is the 
diftance here. Ships that wifh to pafs the fire of the fort, have no 
occafion to approach nearer,. 


Nor do I imagine a fort built there could afford any great protedion' 
to an inferior and weak fleet, anchored near the fort, againft a fupe- 
rior fleet of the enemy, which muft have it in their power to make 
their own difpolition, and place our fleet between them and the fort, 
the channel affording no bay for the fecurity of fhips under cover off 
a fort.. ' 


The time and expence to build a fort there muft be very confidera- 
ble, from the low fituation of the' ground, which muft neceffarily 
caufe the foil to be moved from a great diftance to form the ramparts 
and parapets j and every other material, muft be carried there, as the. 

H 

timber on the peninfula is unfit for any ufeful purpofe. 


THEsa 
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Hole, to *« ■ These are the remarks which have occurred to me on exammnig 
the ground and fituatiou of a work on Old-point Comfort, for the 


proteaion of the harbour and deet, which 1 humbly fubmit to your 

lordfliip- 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

ALEX. SUTH ERL 

Lieutenant of engineers. ^ ^ 





Copy of the opinions of the cotmanders of His Majefiy'sjhips m the Chefa- 
peak, r dative to Oli-point Comfort, dated Bichmond, Hampton road, 

yuly 26, 1781. 

■ . • \ % . . ■» 

My Loud, . 

IN confequence of a requifition that your lordfliip received from 
the commanders in chief of His Majefty’s troops and fhips/ fMative to 

a poft being eftablhhed at Old-point Comfort, for the proteaion and 
fecurity of the King’s Ihips that may occafionally be fent to the Che- 
fapeak, we, whofe names are hereunto fubferibed, have taken as accu- 
rate a furvey of that place as poffible, and are unanimoufly of opinion, 
from the width of the channel and depth of water clofe to it, that 
any fuperior-fenemy’s force coming in may pafs any work that can be 
eftablilhed there, with little damage, or deftroy it with the flnps that 
may be there under its protedlion. 

, , * ■ We have the honour to be, &c. 

CHARLES HUDSON, 

- ^ THOMAS ,;SY:MONDS, 

, ^ EiVERITT, 

; ,, ;■ ■; ■ ; :..i/lALPH' dundass. 


77 vlifirT. 'Mji .'fey . 

. , ' A’ * ' 

< t"''' ‘ ■ ‘ ‘ ' ' i 




(NOTE 
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SOUTHEEJS' PE0VI]^®BS dt KORTH AMERICA. 


( N O T E H. ) 

Admiral Graves to Earl CornnmlHs, dated London f Sandy Hookf Nofes to the 

Sixth 


i zth 1781. 


Chapter* 


My Lord, 


1 HAVE the honour to acquaint ydlir lordihip, that the Solebay, 
Captain Everitt, carries Captain Stapleton, charged with his Excel- 
lency Sir Henry Clinton’s dirpatches to ypur lorulhip, and with my 
orders to the captains of the King’s fiiips, to return with the troops 
under their convoy to the Chefapeak ; and if, not failed, for them to 
remain, and to conform to your lordftiip’s requifitions in the dilpofal of 
them. 

I NEED only fay to your lordlhlp, that there is no place for the great 
feips during the freezing months, on this fide the Chefapeak, where 
the great ftiips will be in fecurlty, and at the fame time capable of 
acting ; and in my opinion, they had bettei^^ tothe Weft Indies thaUi 
be laid up in Halifax during the winter. If the fquadron is neceflary 
to the operations of the army, Hampton road appears to be the place 
where they can be anchored wnth the greateft fecurity, and at the 
fame time be capable of afting with moft effedl; againft any attempts of 
the enemy. To this end, Old -point Comfort feems neceflary to be 
occupied by us, as commanding the entrance to the road ; and if Yprk 
can be fecured, it will give the comthand of the lower, or Elizabeth 
country, and deprive the rebels of the ufe of the two beft fettled rivers 
of the Chefapeak, and deter an enemy from entering the Chefapeak 
whilft we command the accefs to It, for we Ihould have all his eon- 
voys and detachments expofed to our attempts. 

I have the honour to be, &cc, 

' T HO. QR AVES. 

- 3 G' ■' , Eari 
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Notes to tH Eari Cornwallis to Admiral Granges, dated Portjhmuth, July a6, 1 78 1. 

Sixth * 

Chapter* 

S I R, : 

I WAS honoured with youjr letter of the izth of July, by the 
Solebay, in which you mention a defire of having a harbour fecured in. 
the Chelapeak for line-of-battle (hips, I immediately ordered the en- 
gineers to examine Old-point Comfort, and went thither myfelf with 
the captains of the navy on this Ration. You will receive a copy of 
the engineers’ report, with a Iketch of the peninfula, and the opinion 
of the officers of the navy relative to the occupying and fortifying of 
that poft. 

The commander in chief having fignified to me, ih his tetter of the 
nth inRant, that he thought a fecure harbour for line-of- battle fhips 
of fo much importance in. the Chefapeak, that he wifhed me to pofifefs 
one, even if it fhould occupy all the force at prefen t in Virginia ; and; 
as it is our unanimous opinion that Point Comfort (a.) will not an- 
fwer the jpurpofe, I lhalj immediately feize and fortify the pofts of 
York and Gloucefter, and fhall be happy at all times to concur in any 
meafures which may promote the convenience and. advantage of His 
MajeRy’s navy. 

I have the honour to be, &Ci 

CORNWALLIS; 


SOlrTH]^R^^ t'EOVINqES fOI- NQETH AMERICA. 


€opy,'<^From ‘Earl Cornwallis to UeutmanUcolonel 'i'arleiony dated I'^r/i’ Notes to the 

' Sixth 

town^ Jauguji 1 , 781 , ., ChapKr. 


St* Dear TARL'Ef6% 

W E had a paffage of four days, but made good our lauding with* 
out oppofitlon on either fide. I have no pofitive accounts of the ene- 
my. Fayette is faid to be marching towards the Pamunkey, and i am - 
not quite eafy about our poll at Gloucefterw Wayne had certainly ad- 
vanced to Goode’s (a.) bridge ; but I fuppofe he will now be recalled-. 
Simcoe himfelf is ill, and bis horfes, by being fo long on board, are in. 
a wretched condition. According to the prefent appearance of things, 
it will certainly be much the beft.way for you to land at Old-point 
Comfort, and march by Hampton to this place, which will nearly in* 
fure your not being above one day on board. You mufl: in that cafe 
make yoUr horfes leap out in deep water, and fwim on ibore ; we 
pradlfed that method here without any accident. I do not at prefent 
iee any thing that can endanger your march from Hampton hither •; 
nor do I think it probable, that Fayette can come near us with a fu- 
perior force before your arrival : You mu ft, however, fee, that I carr- 
not well march out from hence, as I muft leave at Gloucefter and this 
place fuch a force as would render me too weak to wiCh to fight. 
They alTure me that there is no carriage road from Williamfburgh to 
Hampton that does not pafs within five miles of us ; Should circum- 
ftances alter, I think I could inform you in time by an exp refs boat. 
After having faid this, I leave it to your difcretion ; and if yo’ii fee 
dilEculty and danger in joining me by the fhort way of Point Com*» 
fort, I would have you go round ; but if you prefer the fihort paffage. 
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No... . 0 .1.. It fhould be kept very fecret. Your baggage (hould come round •. and 
cS'„. what you are moft in want of, you may by my authoruy put mto 
any of the qnarter-mafter-general’a armed veffels, and fend round rm- 
’ mediately.- You will communicate the contents of this to General 

O’Hara, to whom I \vrite by this opportunity. 

I am, with great regard, 

Dear Tarleton, 

Moft faithfully yours, 




<1* IT. 





ExiraB. 


ExtraSf, 
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Extradi. — From Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton^ dated Tork town^ Notwtoth* 

^ ^ . 7 A n n Sixth 

Flrgmta, ^2d yaugujtf l ym,. ' Chapter*. 


(a.) PORTSMOUTH having been, completely evacuated' without 
any interruption from the enemy, Generah O’Hara, arrived here this- 
day with the (lores and troops ; ai d a great number of refugees have 
accompanied, him from the counties of Norfolk,. Suffolk, and Princefs- 
Anne. 


The engiheer has finifhed. his- furvey (^.) and examination of this 
place, and has propofed his plan for fortifying it ; which appearing: 
(c.) judicious,. I have approved'of, and direfled it to be executed.. 


The works at Gloucefler are now in fuch forwardnefs, that a fmal- 
ler detachment than the prefent garrifon would be in fafety again ft a 
fudden attack; but I make no alteration there, as I cannot hope that 
the labour of the whole will complete that poft in lefs than five or fix. 
weeks.. 


My experience there of the fatigue and difficulty of conftruftihg 
works in.this.-warm feafbn; convinces me, that all the labour that the 
troops here will be capable of, without ruining their health, will be 
required at leaft for fix weeks to put the intended works at this place 
in. a tolerable date of. defence-: And' as- your exoellenoy has been s 
pleafed to communicate to me your intention of re-commencing ope- 
rations in the Chefapeak about the beginning of Oftober, I will not 
venture to- take any ftep • that might retard the eftabliftiing o-f this 
poft ; but I requeft that your excellency will b® pleafed • to decide 
■whether it is more important for your plans, that a detachment of a 

thoufand 


- (pjkMP.AIQJJS .OF 1.780 AND 1781 IN THE 

NotestoAe thoufand or twelve hundred men, which I think I can fpare from 
c^r.. every other purpofe but that of labour, 

hence, or that the whole of the troops -h^re Jiould be empl^^^ 

expediting the works* 


L-) 

Earl Cornwdlh to Sr Henry Clinton, K. B. dated M tom. In Hirgim, 

^iJlAt^uJl, 1781 . 


[In cypher.} 


SIR, 


A FRENCH lhi|> of the line, with twoirigate^,^and,the 
which they have taken, lie at the mouth of this river. 

A lieutenant of the Charon, who went with an efcort of dra- 
goons to Old-point Comfort, reports, that there are between thirt^f 
and forty fail within the capes, moftly fhips of war, and fome of them 
very large. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS* 


Earl CornmUis to Sir Henry Canton, & B. dated Tork, 1 / Soft. 1781 . 

[Writteri in typTier on a Congrefs note.] 

an enemy’s fleet withia the capes, between thirty and forty fliips 


of war, moftly large. 


CORNWALLIS. 


‘C vl..- ' . 


Earl 





' P&CjyilfCE’ll 0# NdfRTa A’MEKIC'A. 


Earl CornwaUh to Sir H'enrjy Cliniotiy K. B. dated TorU^ in Virginia^ 

zd Sept, 1781 . ' 

[In cypher.] 

S I R, , . 

COMPTE de Gralfe’s fleet is within the capes of the Ghefapeak, 
Forty boats with troops went up' James river yefterday, and four Chips 
lie at. the entrance of this river. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORN WALL IS. 


Notes to tllQl 
Sixth 
Chapter^. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Hienrji Clinton, M. B: ' dated Torh towny Virginiay 
j ph Sept. 

[In cypher.] 

. : S LR,. ■ 

COMPTE de GralR^s fleet is within; tMe'cap^ of the Ghefapeak* 
Forty boats with troops' went up Janfleshiver cRi the' ifl'inftaht, which 
are landed, as I am informed, at James^cit^ ifland ; .and four- Ihip's lie 

at. the entrance of this river. . 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


Marl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clintony - K'. 'B. dated Tori town, in Virginia,, 

%th Sept. lyZi, . 


SIR, 

r HAVE made feveral attempts to inform your excellency, that 
the French Weft-India fleet, under Monfieur de Graffe, entered the 
capes the 29th ult. ,I could not- exactly learn the number ; they re- 
port twenty-five or twentyifix- of the line. One of feyenty-fo’ur 
: 2, and 


.CAMyAI'GKS OF I7S0 AND 17S1 

attd two of fety-four, aad one frigate, lie at the 
c“.. On the. 6 th, the feventy-fonr and frigate turned 
yefterday the two others followed, 
.evening, froKi ^ below, which commands 

fays, that there were within the capes 
of which were certainly fliips of the line, and 

was faid to be heard off the capes the night of 
night of the 5 th, and morning of the 6 th. 


IN: 

month of this river, 
down with a contrary 
My report, dated laft 
a view of the capes 
only feven Ihips, two 
, two frigates. Firing 
the 4 th, morning and 


Thr French troops landed at James town are faid to be three thou- 
fand eight hundred men. Wafliiugton is faid to be fliottly expeaed ; 
and his troops are intended to be brought by water from the head of 
Elk, under proteaion of the French fliips. The Marquis de la Fa- 
yette is at or near WilUamfburgh ; The French troops are expeded 
there, but were not arrived laft night. As my works were not in a 
fiate of defence, I have taken a ftrong pofition out of the town. I am 
MW working hard at the redoubts of the place. Provifions for fix 

weeks : I will he very careful of it. 

I have the honour to be, &c.^ : 

CORNWALLIS. 




(NOTE M.) 

Sir Benry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwall^ dated New Tork, Sep. 2 , 1781 . 

pin cypber.—Triplicate.— Received i|th September.] 

BT intdhgeii(ae*^Vich.Lha4re -thls34ay received, it would t 

the fouthwaed,- with an ap- 

pearauce 


Hipiiiliiii 



'<1^, #1 -i ' >4 1- . , 
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pearance of hafte, and gives out that be expe<£l:s the co-operatloii of a Fotej twtho- 
confiderable French armament : Your lordfliip, however, may be af- Chapter, 
fured, that if this fliould be the cafe, 1 fhall either endeavour to rein- 
force the army under your command by all the means within the com- 
pafs of my power, or make every poffible diverhon in your fivour. 


Captain Stanhope, of Flis Majefty’s fhip the Pegafus, who has juft 
arrived from the Weft Indies, fays, that on Friday laft, in lat. jS 
deg. about fixty leagues from the coaft, he was chafed by eight lliips 
of the line, which he took to be French, and that one of the viftual- 
lers he had under his convoy had counted Upwards of forty fail more : 
However, as Rear-admiral Graves, after being joined by Sit Samuel 
Hood with fourteen coppered fhips of the line, failed from hence on 
the 31ft ult. with a fleet of nineteen fail, befides fome fifty-gun fhips, 
I flatter myfelf you will have little to apprehend from that of the 
French. ■ ' ' ■ ■ : ■ ■ / \ ■ . 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

V V ^ < y ■ . , H. -C-LINTON. . 


P. S. Washington, it is faid, was to be at Trenton this day, and 
means to go in veflels to Chriftian creek ; from thence, by head of 
Elk, down Chefapeak, in veffels alfo. If that navigation is not inters 
rupted, he fhould go by land from Baltimore. Your lordlhip can heft 
judge what time it will require. 1 fhould fuppofe, at leaft, three weeks 
from Trenton. Wafhington has about four thoufand French and two 
thoufand rebel troops with him. 

H. C. 


September 4 . — To this triplicate, and by this very uncertain con- 
veyance, I fhall only add to your lordfhip, that I have had the honour 

3 H to 
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CAMPAIGSS or 1780 AND 1 « THE 

this morning a duplicate, and this evening a triplicate, of 


c:tapttr. yonr letter of the 31ft nit. 


Sir Henry Ointon, K. S. to Ear! Ccnmallis, dated New M, 

Sept, noon, 

[In cypher.:— Received 16th September.] 



My Lord, 

AS 1 find by your letters that De Graffe ha 
and I can have no doubt that Walhingtfon is 
thoufand French and rebel troops againft you 
relieve' you is to join you, as foon as poffible, 
can bev fpared from hence, whkh 
are already embarked, 
tion from the admiral that we may 
gtnee the commodore and I (hall judge fnfficient to move upon. 

By accounts from Europe, we have every reafon to expeft Admiral 

Dtgby hourly on the coaft* 

COMMonoan Johnflone has beat a fuperior French fleet at St. Jago, 

Y . Aav oft-ftt for the nlace of his deftinatiom 


IS got into the Ghefapeak, 
moving with at leaft fix 

, I think the beft wayto 

with all the force that 
is about four thoufand men. ..Xh^ 
and will proceed the inftant I receive informa- 
venture, or that from other intelli- 
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Earl' Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton^ K.B. dated Torh town^ hi 
Virginia^ 1 6th Sept embers 1781. 

[In cypher.] 

SIR, 

1 HAVE received your letters of the 2d and 6th. The enemy’s 
fleet has (a.) returned. Two litie-of- battle fhips and one frigate lie at 
the mouth of this river, and three or four line-of-battle fliips, feveral 
frigates and tranfports, went up the bay the fzth and 14th. I hear 
Wafliington arrived at Williamlburgh on the 14th. Some of his 
troops embarked at head of Elk, and the others arrived at Baltimore 
on the 1 2th. 


tp I had no hopes of relief, T would rather rifle an aftion than de- 
fend my half-finifhed works j but as you fay Digby is hourly ex- 
pedted, and promife every exertion to affifl: me, I do not think myfelf 
juftified in putting the fate of the war on To defperate an attempt. By 
examining the tranfports with care, and turning out ufelefs mouthsj 
my provifions willlafl: at leaft fix weeks from this day, if we can pre- 
ferve them from accidents. The cavalry muft, ‘ I fear, be all loft. I 
am of opinion that you can do me no effeftual fervice but by coming 
diredly to this place. 


Lieutenant Conway, of the Cormorant, is juft exchanged. He 
aflures me, that, fince the Rhodc-ifland, fquadron has joined, they 
have thirty-fix (b.) fail of the line. This |)Iace is in no ftate of de- 

H 3 Tence. 
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eAMPAIGNS jOP I/So AND 1 78 1 IN THE 
you C 

Chapter, hear the worih . 


Notes to tlve fence. If you cannot relieve me very foon, you muft be prepared to 

■■ Sixth ■ 


J have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 



Sir Henry Clinton^ K. B. to Earl ChrawaBs, dated New Torkf 

Sept. 24, 1781. 

l_In cypTaer. — Received September 29, 


My Lord, 

I W A S honoured yeftcrday with your lordfliip’ s letter of the 1 6th 
«nd 17th inftant, and, at a meeting of the general and flag officers 
held this day, it is determined that above five thoufand men, rank and 
file, fliall be embarked on board the King’s fhips, and the joint exer- 
tions of the navy and army made in a few days to relieve you, and af- 
terwards co-operate with you. 


The fleet confifts of twenty-three fall of the line, three of which 
are three deckers. There is every reafon to hope we Hart from hence 
the 5th Odtober. I have received your lordfhip’s letter of the 8th, 
inftant. 

I have the honour to be, &c.. 

H. CLINTON; 


P,,S. Abimiral Digby ig thjs htofiknt' arrived at, the. Hook with 
three fail of the line..' 





Earl Cornwallis to Sir ff-enry Clinton^ dated fork town, in. Firgima^, 
September zZi ten P. M,. 

; I* In cjfliwCiy 

; SI 

1 H AV E ventured' thele laft two days to loofer General Wa&mgton*» 

^ whole force in* the face in the pofition on the outfide of my works, and' 

I have the pleafure to affure your excellency, that there was but one. 
with throughout the whole army, which was, that the. enemy wpuldl , 

tdvance.:^' ' \ -V' ' v“:. 


.IlBELIEV®^. 
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• At a venture, without knowing whether they can be feen by us, I Notes t© the 
requeft, that, if all is well, upon hearing a confiderable firing towards Chapter* 
the entrance of the Chefapeak, three large feparate fmokes may be 
made parallel to it ; and if you poffefs the poft of Gloucefter, four. 


I HAVE this* evenings received your letter of the 24th, whlbh haSs 
given me the greatefl: fatisfadion. I fhall retire this night, within tjie.; 
works, and. have no doubt, if relief arrives in any reafonable time,, 
York, and' Glouceffer. will be, both in. the pofTeffion.of His -Majefty’&s 
troops-.. 


I SHALE, fend another runner foon. 


H. CLINTON,. 


^ ^ ^7^0 AND 1781 m »1?«fi 

K„»„.u . 1 BELIBVE your excelkncy :m«ft depoud more ou the Wof dur 

d“r. cannon ttau the fignal of fmokes for information ; however, I will at- 
tempt it on the Gloucefter fide. -- Medicines are wanted. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

'^■': ■ ' V ;:::C OK N WA:L;Lm ; 



■ ^ :, :. ( 'N O : T E • ' QJ : ^ 

Sir Henry Clinton to Earl CornjSts, dated New Torh, September 25* 


ail have better nitelligence than vsre can 

wiil fend a trufty perfon to each of the 

capes> 


t», S. k% yohr lordfhip 



SOWTHEAN OP KORTH AMERICA. 

capes, about the 7th of next month, with every inf«lrmation refpe£ting Notes 
the force and fituation of the enemy you may judge neceffary, and di- Cha 
redions to continue there until our arrival, when 'fmall veifels will be 
fent to bring off any perfon they may find there.. 


"Bari CornwalUs to Sir Henry Clinton^ dated Twk town, Mrginm^ 

O^ober 3, 1781. 


f in cypher. ] 

SIR, 

I RECEIVED your letter of the 25th of September laft nights 
The enemy are encamped about two miles frpm us. On the night of 
the 304h of September they* broke ground, and made' two redoubts 
about eleven hundred yards from our works, which, with' fome (a.) 
works that had been conRtuded to fecure our exterior pofition, occupy 
a gorge between two creeks which nearly embrace this poft. They 
have finifhed thefe redoubts, and I exped they will go on with their 
works this night. From the time that the enemy have given us, and. 
the uncommon exertions of the troops, our works are in a better date 
of defence than we had reafon to hope. . 


I CAN fee no means of forming a jundion with me but’ by York' 
river; and I do not think that any diverfion would be of ufe to us,> 
Our accounts of the ftrength of the French fleet have in general been, 
that they were thirty- five or thirty-fix fail of the line; they have fre- 
quently changed their pofition ; two fhips of the line and .one frigate 

lie 



^2^ C,AMP-AIG.i?8 OF I780 AN'O I781 IN THE . 

Notes to Ac lie at the mouth this river; and our laft accoun.g 

clajcr, body of the fleet lay between the tall of the Horfeflioe and York fpit ; 

And it is llkewlle fald, that four line-of-battle flnps lay a few days ago, 
in Hampton road. I Ihe little chance of my being able to fend perfons 

to wait for you at the capes ; but I will, if poffible. 

I have the honour to-be^ &c. 

coRMWA;L]:.rs.:\::: 



Sir Henry Clinm to Earl Cortmallisy dated New Torl^ September 30, 

1781. 

■ '* * *4 “ ,, |t 

[ Duplicate. In cypher. — Received, Ofilober 10, from Major Cockran. ] 


My Lord, 

YOUR lordfliip may be aflured that I am doing every thing in my 
power to relieve you by a dired move, and I have reafon to hope, from 
the affurances given me this day by Admiral Graves, that we may pafs 
the bar by the xath .of Odober, if the winds permit, and no unfore- 
feen accident happens ; this, however, is fubjed to difappomtment ; 
wherefore, if l‘ hear from you, , your wiihes will of courfe dired me, 
and I fhall perfift in my idea of a dired move even to the middle of 
•November, Ihould it be your lordfhip’s opinion that you can hold out 
} but if, when I hear from you, you tell me that you cannot, 
ahd 1 am without hopes of arriving in time to fuccour you by a dired 
move, I will immediately make an* attempt, upon Philadelphia (a.) by 
ng ycm notice, if poffible, ^^^0^ If thisdhould 

of Walhington’s force from you, it may poffibly give 
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you ail opportunity of doing fomething to fave your army ; of which., Notes to the 

. ^ ■ ■ ■, ^ Sixtii 

iiGwever, you can beft judge, from being upon the fpot - Cfiapter. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

' CLINTON. 


Earl CorMWallls Jo Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. Jated Torh townt Vlrgima^ 

OSiober ii, ij%i, twelve M. 

[In cypher.] • 

S I R, 

COCHRANE arrived yefterday. J have only, to repeat what I 
faid in rny letter of the 3d, that nothing hut a direft move to York 
river, which includes a fuccefsful naval adion, can fave me. The 
enemy made their firft parallel on the night of the 6th, at the diftance 
of fix hundred yards, and have perfeQred it, and conftrudted places of 
arms and batteries with great regularity and caution. On the evening 
of the pth their batteries opened, and have fince continued firing with- 
out intermiflion, with about forty pieces^of cannon, moftly heavy, and 
fixteen mortars, from eight to fixteen inches. We have loft about fe- 
venty men, and many of our works are confiderably damaged : With 
fuch works on difadvantageous ground, againft fo powerful an attack, 
we cannot hope to make a very long refiftance. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


I 



five P. M. — Since my lafi: letter was written we 


Notes to the 
Sixth 
■ Chapter* 


men 


,, fevetx P. M. — Laft night the enemy 
the diftance of three hundred yards. 


Oct. 12 
parallel at 
men very : 


E^d Cormallk u Sk Bmry CBntm, K. B.. daui‘ TorU lowm 

QSlober 1 $^ 178:1, 

- ; *■ ■ fin cypter;!, : * 

S 1 R 

LAST evening the enemy carriea' two ’advanced redouBts 
e left by ftorm, and during the night have included them in t 
cond parallel, which they are at prefent Bufy in perfeamg.. 
nation now Becomes very critical ; we dare not fliew a gun to 
d Batteries, and I expea that their new ones will open to-mo 
lorning 1 Experience has fliewn, that our freih earthen works d, 
. A .L jirtilierv; fo that we lhall foon be expofed 


1 have the honour /to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS, 


Mil 



Earl Cornwallh to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated Tork toivn,, Virginia, Notes to the 

' ' ' ' ■ . , . ' Sixth" 

OSlober 20, 1781. Chapter. 


SIR, 

I HAVE the mortification to inform your excellency, that I have 
been forced to give up the polls of York and Gloucefter, and to fur- 
render the troops under my command, by capitulation on the 19th in- 
Ilant, as prifoners of war to the combined forces of America and 
France. 


I NEVER faw this poll in a very favourable light : But when i 
found I was to be attacked in it in fo unprepared a ftate, by fo power- 
ful an army and artillery, nothing but the, hopes of relief would have 
induced me to attempt its defence ; for I would either have endea- 
voured'to efcape to New York by rapid marches from the Gloucefler 
fide, immediately on the arrival of General Wafhington’s troops at 
Willlamlburgh, or I would, notwithftanding the difparity of num- 
bers, have attacked them in the open field, where it might have been 
juft poffible that fortune would have favoured the gallantry of the. 
handful of troops under my command ; But being affured by your 
excellency’s letters, that every poflible means would be tried by the 
navy and army to relieve us, I .could not think myfelf at liberty to 
venture upon either of thofe defperate attempts ; therefore, after re- 
maining- for two days In a ftrong pofition, in front of this place, in 
hopes .of being attacked, upon obferving that the enemy were taking 
/meafure which could not fail of turning my left flank in a Ihort time, 
and receiving on the fecond evening your letter of the 24th of Septem- 

3 I 3 her. 


^ ^ ' ■ ■.- ■ ■ ' , , ■, , ■ ■ 
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Notestoth. ber, informing me that the relief would foil about the 5tfot^ 

oiSer. her, 1 withdrew within the works on the night of the 29th of Sep- 
tember, hoping by the labour and firmnefs of the foldiers to protraa 
the defence until you could arrive. Every thing was to be expeded 
from the fpirit of the troops ; but every difodvantage attended their 
as the work was to be continued under the enemy’s fire, and 
our flock of intrenching tools, which did not much exceed four hun- 
dred when we began to work in the latter end of Auguft, was now 
much diminifhed. 



The enemy broke ground on the night of the 30th, and conftruaed 
on that night, and the two following days and nights, two rfedoubts, 
which, with fome works that had belonged to our outward pofition, 
occupied a gorge between two creeks or ravines, which came from the 
river on each fide of the fovvh. * Oh the night of the'6^h 6f Oao- 
ber they made their firfl parallel, extending from its right-on the river 
to a deep ravine on the left, nearly oppofite to the center of this place, 
and embracing our whole left, at the diftance of fix hundred yards. 
Having perfedeii this parallel, their batteries opened on the' evening 
of the 9th, againfl: our left ; and other batteries fired at the fome time 
againft a redoubt over a creek upon our right, and defended by about 
one hundred and twenty men of the 23d regiment and marines, who 
maintained that port with Uncommon gallantry. The fire continued 
from heavy cannon, and from mortars and howitzers, throw- 
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ceeded in every refpe£t with, the utmoft regularity and caution, I could Notes to th* 
not venture fo large forties, as to hope from them any confiderable ef- Chapter. 
fe£t ; but otherwile, I did every thing in my power to interrupt their 
work, by opening new embrazures for guns, and keeping up a con- 
ftant fire with all the howitzers and fmall mortars that we could man. 

On the evening of the 14th, they affaulted and carried two redoubts, 
that had been' advanced about three hundred yards for the purpofe of 
delaying their approaches, and covering our left fiank, and during the 
night included them in their fecond parallel, on which they continued to 
work with the utmoft exertion. Being perfectly fenfible that our works 
could not ftand many hours after the opening of the batteries of that 
parallel, we not only continued a conflaot fire with all our mortars, and. ^ 
every gun that could be brought to bear upon it, but a little before 
daybreak, on the morning of the loth, I ordered a fortie of about 
three hundred and fifty men, under the direftion (c.) of Lieutenant- 
colonel Abercrombie, to ^tack two batterisg which appeared to be in 
tlie 'geeateft . fisarwardimfe, and fpikel-th^’gUns. A d.etachmftnt of 
guards, with the 80th company of grenadiers, under the command of 
Lieutenant-colonel Lake, attacked the ones and one of light infantry, 
under the command of Major Armftrong, trttacked the other; and 
both fucceeded, by forcing the redoubts that covered them, fpiking 
eleven guns, and killing or wounding ^bo.ut one hundred of the 
French troops who had the guard of th^t part of the trenches, and 
with little lofs on our fide. The aftion, though extremely honourable 
to the officers and foldiers who executed it, proved of little public ad- 
vantage ; for the cannon having been fpiked in a hurry, were fpon ren-. 
dered fit for fervice again ; and before dark the whole parallel and bat-, 
teries appeared to be nearly complete. At this time we knew, that; 
there was no part of the whole front attacked on which we- could 
ffiow a finale gun,, and our ftjells. we,r,e UiCarly expended I. therefore 

. had.i 
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haa only to chufe between preparing to forrender next day, or endea, 
vouring to get ofF with the greateft part of the troops ; and I deter- 
n,ined to attempt the latter, refleffing, that though it fliould prove 
unfaccefsfal in its immediate objed, it might, at leaft, delay the ene- 
any In the profecution of ferther eaterprizes. Sixteen large boats ^ere 
prepared, and upon other pretexts were ordered to be in readinefs to 
Leive troops ptecifely at ten o’clock 1 With thefe I hoped to pafs the 
- infantry during the night ; abandoning our baggage, and leavmg a de, 
tachment to. capitulate for the town’s people, and the fick and wound, 
ed ; on which fubjed a letter was ready to be delivered to General 
Wafliington. After making my arrangements with the utmoft fecre- 
cy, the light infantry, greateft part of the guards, and part of the 
aad regiment, landed at Gloocefter ; but at tins critical moment, the 
weather, ftom being moderate and calm, changed to a violent ftorm of 
wind and rain, and drove aU the boats, fome of wbkh had troops on 
board, down the river. It was foon evident, that the intended paffage 
wasimptaalcabie; and the abfence of the boats rendered it equally 
impoffible to bring back the troops that had paffed, which I had or- 
dered about two in the mornmg. In this fituation, with my little 
■ force divided, the enemyls batteries opened at daybreak : The paflage 
between this place and Gloueefter was much cxpofed, but the boats 
having now returned, they were ordered to bring back the troops that 
had paffed during the night, and they joined in the forenoon without 
much lofs. Our works,in the. mean time were gmng to rum ; and not 
having been able to ftreiigthen them by abbatis, nor in any other man- 

■nerThan by a fi«bt fraizing, which the enemy’s artiUyiy were emo- 

•lifliing wherever they ff red, my opinion entirely coincided witi la 
of the engineer and principal officers of the army, that they were in 
.many places affailable in the forenoon, and that by the continuance 0: 
the ftmefire for a few hourslonget, they would be m fuch a ftate ai 
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to render it defperate, with our numbers, to attempt to maintain them. Notes ^ the 
We at that time could not fire a fingle gun ; only one eight-inch and Chapter, 
little more than a. hundred cohorn Ihells remained ; a diverfion by the 
French fhips of war that lay at the mouth of York river was to be exr 
pedled. Our numbers had been diminifhed by the enemy’s fire, but 
particularly by ficknefs ; and the flrength and fpirits- of thofe in the 
works were much exhaufted. by the fatigue of conftant watching and 
unremitting duty.. Under all thefe circumftances, I thought it would, 
have been wanton and inhuman to the laft- degree to facrifice the lives- 
of this fmall body of gallant foldiers, who had even behaved with fo 
much fidelity and couragcj by expofing them to an. aflault, which,, 
from the numbers-and precaution of the. enemy, coirld not fail to fua- 
ceed. I therefore propofed to (.d.) capitulate, and I have the honour 
to in clofe to your excellency, the copy of the correfpondence between 
General Wafliington and me on that, fubjedl, and the terms of the 
capitulation agreed upon, I fincerely lament that better could not be 
obtained; but- 1 have negleded nothing in my power to alleviate the 
misfortune and diftrefs of both officers arid foldiers. The men are 
weir clothed and provided with neceflaries, and !■ truft will be regu- • 
larly fupplied by the means of the officers that are permitted to re- 
main with them. The treatment, in-g'eneral, that- we have received* 
from the enemy fin ce our furrender, has been perfedly good and pro- 
per : But the kindnefs-and attention that has been 'fhewed to us by the 
French officers in particular, their: delicate fenfibillty of our fituation,. 
their generous and preffing offer of money, both public and private, .to * 
any amount, has really gone beyond what-I can poffibly deferibe, and- 
will, I hope, make an impreffion on the breaft of every officer, when- 
ever the fortune of war fhouid put any of them' into our power. . 


AL-THOUQa 




campaigns of 4 

AtTHOtJGH the eve! 
folcliers in bearing the grer 
pidity under a perievering 
not often been exceeded 
A fuccefsful defence, however, 
ble ; for the place could only be reckoned an in 
i„ moil places to enfilade, and the ground, in general, 
taoeous, that nothing but the neceffity of fortifying it as a 
protea the navy, could have induced any perfon to ered works upon 
k Our force diminifhed daily by ficknefs and other Ioffes, and was 
r-'dcced when we offored to capitulate, on this fide, to little more than 
three thonfand two hundred rank and file fit for duty, including offi- 
c-rs’ lervants and artificers ; and at Gloucefter, about fnt hundred, m- 
Cludlne cavalry. The enemy’s army confifted of upwards of eight 


nt has been fo untortunate, tne pauence m tuc 
ateft fatigues, and their firranefs and intre- 
■ fire of fliot and iheils, that I believe has 
, deferved the higheft admiration and praife : 
in our fituation was, perhaps, impoffi- 
trenched camp, fubjeff 
fo di fad van - 
poll to 
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ficientlj acknowledge mj obligations to Captain Sjraonds, who com- Notes to the 
manded His Majefty’s (hips, and to the other ofBcers and feamen of Chapter, 
the navy, for their adtive and zealous co-operation. 


I TRANSMIT returns of our killed and wounded; the lol^ of feamen 
and town’s people was likewife conliderable. 


(NOTE X.) 

Copy of Earl Cornwallis' letter to General Wqjhingtont dated Torhy tn 
Virginia^ OBohr iph, 1781. 

SIR, 

I PROPOSE a Celfation of hoftilitiefe for tWenty-four hours, and 
that two officers may be appointed by Cich fide^ to meet at Mr. 
Moore’s houfe, to fettle terins for the furrender of the pofts of York 
abd Gloticefteri 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORN WALLIS. 

a : ^ 


I TRUST your excellency will pleafe to haften the return of the Bo- 
netta, after landing her pafTengers, in compliance with the article of 
Capitulation. 


LieutenanT-CoLoNel Abercrombie will have the honotir to deli- 
ver this difpatch, and is well qualified to explain to your excellency 
every particular relating to our paft and prefent fituation. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 
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CcJ.y >fGmral0'^^!«S‘^’>‘s to. Earl Ccrmvallk. daUd camp btforc 

To}% I'jthOSiobery 17B1. 


My Lord, , /? 

have bad the honour of receiving your lordflttp'a letter of thta 



ig^ o£ the commlffioners, that your 
nay he fent to- the Americaa lines ; 
of heftilities during two hours from 


I have the honour to be, &c, 

G. WASHINGTON 
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with the cuftomary honours ; and, for the conveniency of the indivi- Notes to tie 

' ■ ^ ^ Sixdi 

duals which I have the honour to command, that the Britifli fliall be Chapter. 

fent to Britain, and the Germans to Germany, under engagement not 
to ferve againfl France, America, or their allies, until releafed, or regu- 
larly exchanged : That all arms and public ftores fhall be delivered up 
to you ; but that the ufual indulgence of fide arms to ofRcers, and of 
retaining private property, fhall be granted to officers and foldlerS : 

And that the intereft of feveral individuals, in civil capacities and con- 
ncded with us, fhall be attended to. 

If your excellency thinks that a continuance of the fufpenfion of 
hoftilities will be neceffary to tranfmit your anfwer, I fhall have no 
-obje< 9 :ion to the hour that you may propofe. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALLIS, 


Copy of General Waplngtor^ s letter to Earl Cornwallis^ dated camp hefor^ 

Tork, i^lh OSloher, 1781. 

My Lord, 

TO avoid unneceffary difcuffions and delays, I fhall at once, in 
anfwer to your lordfhip’s letter of yefterday, declare the general bafis 
upon which a definitive treaty of capitulation may take place. 

The garrifons of York and Gloucefler, including the feamen, |s 
you propofe, fhall be received prifoners of war. The condition an- 
nexed, of fending the Britifh and German troops to the parts of Eu- 
rope to which they refpedively belong, is inadmiffible : Inftead of this, 
they will -be marched to fuch parts of the country as can moft con- 

3 K 2 veniently 
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Notes to the veniently provide for their fubfiftence ; and the benevolent treatment 
Chapter, of the prifoners, which TS invariably obferved by the Americans, will 
be extended to them. The fame honours will be granted to the fur- 
rendering army as were granted to the garrifon of Charles town. 

The fhipping and boats in the two harbours, with all their guns, 
{lores, tackling, furniture, and apparel, {hall be delivered in their pre- 
fent {late to an ofEcer of the navy appointed to take pofleffion of them. 



The artillery, arms, accoutrements, military chell, and public 
ftores of every denomination, {hall be delivered, unimpaired, to the 
heads of the departments to which they refpedlively belong. 


The officers {hall be indulged in retaining their fide arms ; and the 
officers and foldiers may preferve their baggage and effedls, with this 
relerve, that property taken in the country will be reclaimed. 


With regard to the individuals in civil capacities, whofe intereft 
your lordfhip vvilhes may be attended to, until they are more particu- 
larly defcribed, nothing definitive can be fettled. 


I HAVE to add, that I expe<^ the fick and wounded will be fupplied 
wnth their own hofpital {lores, and be attended by Britifh furgeons, 
particularly charged with the care of them. 


Your lordfhip will be plealed to fignlfy your determination, either 
to accept or reje<fl the propofals now offered, in the courfe of two 
hours from the delivery of this letter, that commiffioners may be ap- 
pointed to digefl the articles of capitulation, or a r,enewai' of hollilities 
may take place.. 

I have the honour to be, See, 

G. WASHINGTON: 
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Cppy of Katl Cortmdli^ letter to General Wajhingion^ dated Torh, In 

iZih Odiober^ 1781. 

SIR, ' 

I AGRE E to open a treaty of capitulation upon the bafis of the 
garrifons of York and Gloucefter, including Teamen, being prifoners 
of war, without annexing the condition of their being fent to Europe ; 
but I expsft to receive a compenfation in the articles of capitulation for 
the furrender of Gloucefter in its prefent Rate of defence.- 


Notes- to 
Sixth 
€ba|)ter,» 


I SHALL in particular defire, that the B’onefta flbop of warr may be- 
left entirely at my difpofal, from the hour that the capitulation is. 
figned, to receive an aid de camp to carry my difpatches to Sir Henry 
Clinton. Such foldiers as I may think proper to fend as paflengers in 
her, to be manned with fifty men of her owm crew, and' to be per-- 
mitted to fail, without examination-,, whcir my difpatches are ready 
engaging, on my part, that the fhip fhall be brought back and dHi- 
vered to you, if flie efcapes the dangers of the fea ; that the crew andi 
foldiers fhall be accounted for in future exchanges ; that fhe fhall.carry 
off no officer without your confent, nor public property of any kind j; 
and I fliall Kkewife defire, that the traders and inhabitants may pre* 
ferve their property, and that no perfon. may be punifhed'or moleffedi 
for having joined the Brkifh troops ... 


If you chufe to proceed' to negociatibn: on tHefe grounds, 1 lhalli 
appoint two field officers of my army to meet two officers from you j, 

at any time andi place that; youi think, proper j to digeffi the. articles, off 

♦ 

capitulation^ . - ■ , 

Lhave.the honouritoibe, &c,-. 

G G.R N 

(.note: 



CAMPA''IGK’*S OF I7S0 AND j^Sl IN tHS 


(NOTE Y.) 


Copy of ihe articles of caphulationy fettled between His Excellency General 
'Chapter. Wafoingtou, commander in chief of the combined forces of America and 
France', His Excellency the Count de Rochamheau, lieutenant general of 
the armies of the King of France, great crofs of the royal and military 
order of St. Louis, commanding the auxiliary troops of His Mojl Chrif- 
tian Majefy in America; and His Excellency the Count deGraJJe, lieute- 
nant general of the naval armies of His Mof Chrifian Majefy, com- 
mander of the order of St. Louis, commander in chief of the naval army 
of France in the Chefapeak, on the one part : And the Right Honourable 
Earl Cornwallis, lieutenant general of His Britannic Majeffs forces, 
commanding the garrifons of Tork and Gloucefer ; and fhomas Symonds, 
, Ef quire, commanding His Britannic Majeffs naval forces in Tork river, 
in Virginia, on the other part. 

Art-. I. THE garrJfoas of York and Gloucefter, including the 
officers and feacoea of His Britannic Majefty’s fliipe, as well as other 
'mariners, to furrender themfelves prifoners of war to the combined 
forces of America and France. The land troops to remain prifoners 
to the United States ; the navj to the naval army of His Mofi Chrif- 
tian Majefty.. 

JOranxed. 



Art. 5L The artillery, arms, accoutrements, military chefl, and 
j)ubUc {lores of every denomination, fhall be delivered, unimpaired, 
to the heads of departments appointed to receive them. 

•Granted. 


Art. 
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Art. III. At twelve o’clock this day the two redoubts on the left Notes to the 
" . ^ ' Sixth 

flank of York to be delivered ; the one to a detachment of American Chapter., 

infantry ; the other to a’ detachment of French grenadiers. 

Granted.' ^ ; 

The garrifon of York will march out to a place to he appointed in 
front of the polls, at two o’clock precifely, with Ihouldered, arms, co- 
lours cafed, and drums beating a Britilh’ or German march. They are 
then to ground their arms, and return to their encampments, where 
they will remain until they are difpatched. to the places of their defll- 
nation. Two works on the Gloucefter fide will' be • delivered atone, 
o’clock, to a detachment of French and American troops appointed to 
pofiefs them. The garrifon will march out at three o’clock in< the af- 
ternoon,; the cavalry, with their fwords drawn*, trumpets founding 
and the infantry in the manner prefer! bed- for the- garrifon of York-.- 
They are likewife to return to their, encampments until, they can be;.' 
finally marched off,. 


Art. IV. Officers are to retain their fide arms. Bbth officers and* 
foldiers- to keep their private property of every kind, and no part of 
their baggage or papers to be at any time fubjedt to fearch or Infpec? 
tion. The baggage and papers of officers and foldiers taken during the * 
fiege to be likewife prefer ved for them. 

Granted. 

It is underfiood, that any property, obvioufly belonging to the in'? - 
habitants of thefe ftates* in the pofleffion of the garrifon, lhali*be fub-. 
jed to be reclaimed. . 

Art. V. The foldiers to be kept' in Virginia, Maryland;- or Penn-^- 
%lvania, and as much by regiments as poffible, and fupplied with the .- 

fam®.. 
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Notes to tUe fame rations of provifions as are allowed to foldiers in the fervice of 

.Sixth;,." " ' ■' , ■' ■ 

Chapter. America. A field officer from each nation, to wit, Britifh, Anlpach, 
and Heflian, and other officers on parole, in the proportion of one to 
lift j men, to be allowed to refide near their refpeftive regiments, to 
vifit them frequently, and be witneffes of their treatment ; and that 
their officers may receive and deliver cloathing and other neceffaries for 
•them ; for which paflports are to be granted when applied for. 
Granted. 


Art. VI. The general, llafi; and other officers, not employed as 
mentioned in the above articles, and who chufe it, to be permitted tc» 


go on parole to Europe, to New York, or any other American mari- 
time pofis at prefent in the polleffion of the Britifh forces, at their own 
optioi^ and proper vefTels to be granted by the Count de Grafie to 
carry them under flags of truce to New York within ten days from 
this date, if poflible, and they to refide in a diftrift, to be agreed upon 
hereafter, until they eihbark. 

The officers of the civil department of the army and navy to be in- 



cluded in this article. Paflports to go by land to be granted io thofe 
to whom veflels cannot be furnifhed. 

Granted, 


Art. VII. Officers to be allowed to keep foldiers as fervants, ac- 
cording to the common praflice of the fervice. Servants, not foldiers, 
are not to be confldeted as ptifoners, and ate to be allowed to attend 
their maflers. 

Granted. 


Art. Vlll. The Bonetfa flbop of war td be equipped, ^nd navi- 
gated by its prefent Captain and crew,- and left entirely at the difpofal 


3 


SOUTHERIf EtoyiN€l dP NORTH AMERICA. 


441 


of Lord Cornwallis from the hour that the capitulation is ligned, to re- Notes to the 

, ■ ' Sixth 

ceivean aid-de-camp to carry dilpatches to Sir Henry Clinton ; and fuch Chapter, 
foldiers as he- may think proper to fend to New York, to be permitted 
to fail without examination, when his difpatches are ready. His lord- 
Ihip engages, on his part, that the Ihip fliall be delivered to the order 
of the Count de Gralle, if fhe efcapes the dangers of the fea ; that die 
lhall not Carry off any public ftores. Any part of the crew that may 
be deficient on her return, and the foldiers palTengers, to be accounted 
for on' her delivery. 

Art. IX. The traders are to preferve their property, and to be al- 
lowed three months to difpofe of or remove them ; and thofe traders 
are not to be confidered as prifoners of war. 

The traders will be allowed to difpofe of their effedls, the allied 
army having the right of pre-emption. The traders to be confidered 
as prifoners of war upon parole. 

Art. X. Natives or inhabitants of different parts of this country, 
at prefent in York or Gloucefter, are not to be punifhed on account of 
having joined the Britifli army. 

This article cannot be affented to, being altogether of civil refort. 

Art. XI. Proper hofpitals to be furnifhed for the fick and wounded. 

They are to be attended by their own furgeons on parole ; and they are 
to be furnifhed with medicines and {lores from the American hofpitals. 

The hofpitai {lores now in York and Gloucefter fhali be delivered for 
the ufe of the Britifh fick and wounded. Paffports will be granted for 
procuring them farther fupplles from New York, as occafion may re- 
quire; and proper hofpitals will be furnifhed for the reception of the 
fick and wounded of the two garrifons. 

3 L Art. 
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ir : ■ - : — — ■ 

442 ^ OF 1780 AND 1781 IN THE 

Notes to the Art. Xfl. Waggoiis to be fumifhed to carry the baggage of the 

Sixth ' ^ ^ ^ 

Chapter. oIRcers attending the foldiers, and to furgeons when travelling on ac- 
I count of the fick, attending the hofpitals at public expellee. 

They are to be furniflied if poffible. 


Art. XIII. The Ihipping and boats In the two harbours, with all 
their ftores, guns, tackling, and apparel, ihall be delivered up In their 
prefent ftate to an officer of the navy appointed to take pofleffion of 
them, previoully unloading the private property, part of which had 
been on board for fecurity during the fiege. 

Granted. 

Art. XIV. No article of capitulation to be infringed on pretence 
of reprifals ; and if there be any doubtful expreffions in it, they are to 
be interpreted according to the common meaning and acceptation of 
ihe words. 

Granted* 


Done at York, town,, in Virginia,. Oflober 1781. ’ 

T H O MAS S Y M O N D S. 
Pone in tlie trenches- before York town, in Virginia, O^ober 



4 N O T E 



ExtraSis. — From the journal of the operations of the French corps under Notes to the 
the command of the Count de Rochamheau. Chapter 


GN fhe 14th of (a.) September, General Wafhington, myfelf, and 
the Chevalier de Chatteleux, arrived at Williamlburgh, where we 
found the Marquis de la Fayette, in conjunction with the Count de St. 
Simon, who had taken an excellent pofition, waiting for us. After all 
the mofl; inquieting news we had received on the route, of the appear- 
ance of the enemy’s fleet, the departure of that of Count de Grafle, 
of an engagement on the 5th of September, the appearance of two 
Engiilh frigates in the bay, we at length received, on the night of the 
14th, by a letter from Count de Grafle, a circumftantial account of 
the following fa Cls : Admiral Hood had joined, on the a8th of Augufl, 
Admiral Graves* fquadroii before New York ; they both failed the 
3111 to Chefapeak bay, at the inftant our movement by land towards 
Philadelphia had been difeovered. The Englifli fquadron, confifting 
of twenty fltips, arrived the 5th at Cape Charles, intending to get the 
ftart of Count de Grafle ; the latter, having then fifteen hundred men 
in his chaloups, which had debarked the troops of Count de St. Simon, 
and were not returned, without hefitation cut his cables, and went to 
engage the enemy with twenty-four fhips, leaving the ref! to blockade 
Lord Cornwallis in the rivers York and James : The Count de Grafle 
having purfued fbme time, returned on then th into the bay, where 
he found the fquadron of Count de Barras, which failed the 25th of 
Auguft from Newport, with ten tranfports, having on board our flege 
artillery, and entered the bay on the loth of September in good condi- 
tion. The two Englifh frigates, being between the two fquadrons, 

3 L 2 were 
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I Notes to Ae were taken. Immediately the ten tranfports of the Count de Barras, 

Sixth ^7 

Chapter, the frigates, and the prizes of Count de Graffe, were detached to carry 
j our troops to. Annapolis, under the orders of the Sieur de Wiliebrune, 

1 commander of the Romulus, who, with the Baron ViomenlL ufed 

if ' ' ■ ■ ^ ^ . ■ "■ 

[ fuch expedition, that they arrived on the 23th in Williamfburgh (b.) 

j; creek, where they difembarked the army on the 26th and 27th. 

£ On the 28th (c.) the allied army marched from Williamfburgh at 

I break of day for York town, and the French corps of feven thoufand 

I men began the in veftment from the head of York river to the morafs 

near Goionel Neifon’s houfe, taking advantage of the woods, creeks, 

I' &G., in fuch a manner, as to block up the enemy within piftol fhot of 

f their works ; the three French brigades marked out the ground, and 

I encamped fecurely from the enemy’s cannon. The Baron de Yiomenil 

; commanded the grenadiers and chaffeurs of the army as the van guard. 

On the zpth the American army palTed the morafs, and the inveftment 
i of York town became complete, and was quite blocked up. The in- 

fantry of Lauzun being debarked on the 23d, marched under the Duke 
de Lauzun to rejoin their cavalry, which had marched by land into 
I Gloucefter county, under Brigadier-general de Wieden, who com_ 

manded there a body of twelve hundred American militia. The whole 
legion was joined there on the 28th, the day of the inveftment of 
York town. On the night between the 29th and 30th, the enemy, 

I fearing to be infuited in the confined pofitioii which they had fortified, 

abandoned all their polls. 

We employed the 30th In lodging onrfelves in the abandoned 
I works, which enabled us to block up the enemy in a circle of very 

I little extent, and gave us great (d.) • advantage. On the 3d of Oflober 

the Sieur de Choify marched to block up Gloncefler, and take a pofition 
at three miles difiance from that place. 


(NOTE 
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ExtraBs , “-^ From the journal of the operations of the fleet under Count de 

Grafle. 


Notes to the 
Sixth' ' , 
Chapter* 


THE 5th of- Auguft the fleet weighed anchor from St. Poraingo, 
and on the 30th arrived in the bay of Chefapeak. The difpatches of 
Generals Wafliington and Rochambeau^ received by the Count de 
Graffe, informed him of the fituation of their army, and the fuccefs 
which the Britilh arms had obtained in Virginia and Maryland. The 
frigate Concorde, by which this intelligence had been conveyed, was 
fcnt back to acquaint the above generals that . the French fleet was ar-^ 
rived off Cape Henry. 


'n of the lulled, •wounded, and mifling, of the following corps, from 
the zWo of September to the igth'fOhiobsr, 1781. 


ROYAL artillery. 24 rank and file killed ; 21 ditto- wounded*; 
a ditto miffing. 

Guards^ i ferjeant, 3 rank and file, killed ; i ferjeant, 2 1 rank and 
file, wounded. 

Light infantry, i lieutenant, 3 ferjeants, 24 rank and file, killed; 
3 lieutenants, 2 ferjeants, i drummer, 51 rank and file, wounded. . 

17th regiment, i drummer killed ; i ferjea^^^^ and file, 

wounded. 

asdre#- 
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j^^otes tothe 23d regiment. 2 lieutenants, i ferjeant, 8 rank and file, killed ; 3 

Chapter, ferjeants, 2 drummers, 15 rank and file, wounded. 

33 d regiment, i captain,. 7 rank and file, killed; i lieutenant, i 
ferjeant, 10 rank and file, wounded; i fubaltern, 7 rank and file; 
miffing. 

43d regiment, i ferjeant, 9 rank and file, killed ; i ferjeant, i 
drummer, 16 rank and file, wounded ; i captain, ri rank and file, 
miffing. 

7 1 ft regiment, i lieutenant, 9 rank and file, killed ; 3 dru mmers, 
'1 9 rank and file, wounded ; i major, 10 rank and file, miffing. 

76th regiment, i drummer, 5 rank and file, killed ; i lieutenant, 
4 rank and file, wounded. 

80th regiment, i rank and file killed ; ri ditto wounded ; i cap- 
tain, 9 rank and file, miffing. 

Two battalions Anfpach. i ferjeant, 11 rank and file, killed ; 4 
ferjeants, 30 rank and file, wounded. 

Prince Hereditaire. 2 ferjeants, 2 drummers, 19 rank and file, 
killed ; 7 ferjeants, i drummer, 49 rank and file, wounded; 2 fer- 
jeants,' 14 rank and file, miffing. 

Regiment de Bofe, i captain, 4 ferjeants, 13 rank and file, killed ; 
z enfign. 4 ferjeants, 3 drummers, 32 rank and file, wounded ; i fer- 
jeant, 10 rank and file, miffing. 

Total. 2 captains, 4 lieutenants, 13 ferjeants, 4 drummers, 133 
rank and file, killed ; 5 lieutenants, i enfign, 24 ferjeants, ii drum- 
mers, 285 rank and file, wounded ; i major, 2 captains, i fubaltern, 
3 legeants, 63 rank and file, miffing. 

Rjsink and names of officers in the above return. 

HON, Major Cochrane, ading aid-de-camp to Earl Cornwallis, 
I(dlle 4 

* Light 
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Light infantry. Lieutenant Campbell, 74th company, killed j Notes to the 
Lieutenant Lyfter, 63d ditto, wounded, fince dead ; Lieutenant Dunn, Chaj-tef, 
63d ditto, wounded, fince dead j Lieutenant Lighthurne, 37th. ditto,, 
wounded. 

23d regiment. Lieutenants Mair and Guyon killed. 

33d regiment. Captain I^etr killed, Lieuteflan.t Garfoni wounded. 

7 1 ft regiment. Lieutenant Frafer killed., 

76th regiment. Lieutenant Robertfon wounded., 

Captain Rail killed, Enfign Sprangenberg wounded. 

Commifiary Perkins killed.. 

' J. D E S H A R 

Dcp. Adj. Gen. 


(NOTE CC. ) 

ExiraS of a letter from General Wajhingion, dated head ' quarters, near 

Tork^^ OStober i'j, 1781 . 

' S' I .EL; 

1 DO myfelf the honour to enclofe to your excellency, copies of 
returns of prifoners, artillery, arms, ordnance, and other ftores, fur- 
rendered by the enemy in their, polls of York and, Gloucefter, on the 
I5>th inftant, which, were not completed at the time of my laft dif- 
patches, and but this moment handed to me : A draft of thefe pofts, 
with the plan of attack and defence, is- alfo tranfmitted ; and twenty-, 
four ftandards, taken at the fame time, are ready to be laid, before 
Gongrefs.. 


My,' 
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Notes to the My prefent dlfpatclies being important, I have committed th«m to 
Chapter, tlie Care of Colonel Humphry, one of my aid-de-camps, whom, 

his attention, fidelity, and good fervices, I beg leave to recommend to 
Congrefs, and to your excellency. 

General return of officers and privates furrendered 'prifoners of ‘war^ fhe 
i^th of Odlober, 1781, to the allied army , under the command of Gene^ 

|j ral Wajhington, taken from the original mufer rolls, ' 

GENERAL and , Raff, i lieutenant general, i brigadier general, 

I lieutenant colonel, and 2 majors, 5 captains, 2 lieutenants, 2 chap- 
lains, I town major, I commiffary of prifoners, i affiftant quarter 
maRer, i furgeon and field infpedor, 3 furgeons, 10 mates, 2 pur- 
veyors, 4 Rewards, 2 ward maRers, 19 afliftants, 2 carpenters, 5 de- 
puty commiffaties, i deputy commiffary of forage, 5 affiRant commif- 
faries, 3 iffuers, 2 coopers, x labourer. Total, 79. 
i Artillery. . 2 captains, 9 lieutenants, i furgeon, i mate, i feijeant, 

1 4 druras, 193 rank and file, i commiffary of military Rores, 9 0011- 
dudlors, 5 conduRors of horfe, artificers. Total, 232. 

Guards. 3 lieutenant colonels, 12 captains, i enfigii, 2 adjutants, 
i I quarter mafler, i furgeon, 3 mates, 25 ferjeants, 12 drums, 467 

rank and file. Total, 527. 

j Light infantry, i lieutenant colonel, i major, 10 captains, 16 

i lieutenants, i enlign, 2 furgeons, 33 ferjeants, 13 drums, 594 rank 

I and file. Total, 671. 

! 17th regiment, x lieutenant colonel, 3 captains, 8 lieutenants, 4 

I enfigns, i furgeon, 9 ferjeants, 13 drums, 205 rank and file. Total, 


23d regiment. 3 captains, 6 lieutenants, i adjutant, i furgeon, i 
laate, 16 ferjeants, 205 rank and file. Total, 233. 


h?' 

> s' . rt'.A*,' it , 1 ' , 


23d regi- 
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33d regiment, i lietttesnaofi* col0iiel,= 3 ca^ains, 5 lieutenants, i N'dtes to tM 
enfign, i fiiFgeon, 25 lerjeaatSy 9 arum», 225 rank and file. Totals Chapter, 
260. • . ■ r ^ 

43d regiment.- j majop^ 3 captains, 5 lieutenants, 3 enfigas, r 
quarter mafter, i furgeon, 22 ferjeants, 16 drums, 307 rank and file. ' 

Total, 359. : • 

71ft regiment, i lieutenant colonel, r major, I captain, ii lieute- 
nants, 4- enfigns, I adjutant, i quarter mafiier, i furgeon, i mate, 28 
ferjeants, 2 drurnsj 242 j:ank and file. Total, 30D. 

76th regiment, i major, 6 captains, 16 lieutenants, 4 enfign s, r 
adjutant, i* quarts mafter, i furgeon, r mate> 38 lerjeants, 18 drums, 

628 'ranii: land Hci Total, 715, 

80th regiment, i lieutenant colonel, 2 majors, 5 captains, 17 lieu- 
tenants, 3 enfigns, i adjutant, i quarter mafl:er, i furgeon, i mate, 

49 ferjeants, 20 drums, 588 ranlc and file. Total, 689, 

Two' battalions of Anlpach, 2 colofiels, i lieutenarrt colonel, r 
a^ajer,' caplkins, 32 liAitfenants, i cbeplain, 2 quarter mafters, 2 
furgeom, 20 matesi '32 -fetjeRnts, 25 drums, 948 rank* and ‘file, i 
waggon matter, 8 waggondrsj a provofts roarfhal, i affittant. Total, 

1077. ’ • 

Prince Hereditary*, i lieuterfant colonel, 1 major, 5 captains, 5 ' ' 

lieutenants, 4 enfigns, 1 chaplain, 1 quarter matter, 4 furgeon^ mates, 

19 ferjeants, n drums, 425 rank and ftle^ 6 waggoners, i provoft 
marflial. Total, 484, 

Regiment de Bole. 2 majors, 5 lieutenants, 2 enfigns, i adjutant, 

"1 quarter matter, i furgeon, 3 mates, 46 ferjeants, 16 drums, 271 
rank and file, i provoft marlhal. Total, 349. 

Yagers, i captain, 3 lieutenants, i fufgeon, i trumpet, 68 rank 
and 'file; Total, 74.* . 

• ' ‘ 3 M‘ ■ Brkifti 


I 
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Brltlfh legion, i lieutenant colonel, 6 captains, 8 lieutenants, 3 
cornets, 6 quarter mafters, i furgeon, 17 ferjeants, 7 trumpeters, 192 
rank and file. Total, 241. 

(^een's rangers. 1 lieutenant colonel, 1 major, 10 captains, 15 
lieutenants, l i cornets, 3 quarter matters, 2 furgeons, 24 ferjeants, 

5 trumpeters, 248 rank and file. Total, 320. 

North-Carolina volunteers, i lieutenant colonel, 5 captains, 7 lieu- 
tenants, Senfigns, 7 ferjeants, 1 14 rank and file. Total laa. 

Pioneers. 2 captains, 3 lieutenants, 4 ferjeants, 33 rank and file. 
T^otal, 44* 

Engineers. 2 lieutenants. — Loyal foretters. 2 captains, i lieu- 
tenant, 2 rank and file. — Third New- Jerfey volunteers, i captain, i 
lieutenant, 2 rank and file. — New- York volunteers. ^ i captain, i en- 
fign, 1 rank and file. — Virginia volunteers, i captain, i rank and 
file. — King’s American regiment, i lieutenant, i rank and file. *-7 
General Delancey’s battalion. 2 enfigns, 2 rank and file. — North- 
Carolina independent company, i enfign, i rank and file. Total, 23. 

Taken on the 14th and i6th of Odlober. i lieutenant colonel, 2 
majckrs, 2 captains, i enfign, 2 ferjeants, 70 rank and file. Total, 84. 

Total. I lieutenant general, i brigadier general, a colonels, 14 
lieutenant colonels, 16 majors, 97 captains, 180 lieutenants, 55 en- 
figns, 4 chaplains, 6 adjutants, 18 quarter matters, 18 furgeons, 15 
mates, 385 ferjeants, 179 drums and trumpets, 6039 rank and file, i 
town major, i commiflary of prifoners, i affittant quarter matter.— 
Hbfpital department, i furgeon and field infpe6:or, 3 furgeons, 10 
mates, 2 purveyors, 4 tte wards, 2 ward matters, 19 affittants, 2 car- 
penters, — Commiflary department. 3. deputy commiflaries, 1 deputy 
commilfary of forage, 5 affittant commiflaries, 2. clerks, 3 ifluers, 2 
coopers, i labourer,, i comnuflary of military ftores, 9 condudors,, 5 
condudors of horfe, 16 artificers,,. 1 waggon, matter, 1 5 waggoners, 3 
, ^ provoft. 
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provoft mailers and aiHftaats,, 8o followers of th« army. Am 
in the whole to 7247 men. 


N. B. By an eftimate colleded by the adjutant general, the killed 
during the fiege, including officers, amount, at leaft, to 309, and the 
deferters to 44, 

(Signed) THOMAS DURICK, 

Dep. Com. Prif. 

' Military cheft, 6 s. Rerling, dollars at 4;. 8 d. 


lR.eturn of orJnance and military Jlores taken at Tbrk and Ghucejier^ in 
Virginia^ by the furrender of the Brltijh army, on the i gtb of OSiober, 


€4;MPiAf-IGNS .'-OF: 1-7-86 and 178'! IN- TH;E' ■ 

Nptestothe Mortars ; 341 for four two-fifths Inch, 386 for five one-half ditto, 33 
Chapter, for eight ditto. — Howitzers ; 87 for five one-half inch. 



Paper filled, for camion; 417 for three-pounders, 236 for four, 
836 for fix, 696 for nine, 870 for twelve, 900 for eighteen, 28 for 
twenty-four-pounders, — Swivels, (howutzers) 185, 

Flannel empty, for cannon ; 19,3 for fix-pounders, 260 for nine, 10 
for twelve, 502 for eighteen, 7 for twenty- four-pounders. — Howit- 
zers ; 93 for five one-half inch, 175 for eight ditto. 

Paper empty, for cannon ; 425 for four-pounders, 702 for fix, 136 
for nine,- 502 for twelve, 53 foreighteen, 25o fortwenty-four-pomi- 
ders, — Swivels, 28 10. 

Cylinders, nine-pounders, 380. 

Shot. Round. Loofe; 50 for three-pounders, 251 for four, 3965 
for fix, 1671 for nine, 1635 for twelve, 2927 for eighteen, 75Q for 
twenty-four-pounders ; fixed with flannel for cartridges, 676 for three, 
530 for fix-pounders ; ftrapped without cartridges, 676 for three- 
pounders, 520 for fix, 782 for twelve ; 226 for twenty-four-pounders. 

Cafe. Fixed with flannel cartridges, 278 for three-pounders, 83 for 
fix ditto; without cartrid^s, -177 for three-pouiiders, 255 for five, 
599 for nine, 817 for twelve, 4^ % eighteen, 1 06 for twenty-four ; 
bowits&ers, 315 for four two-fifths inch, 90 for five one-half ditto, 97 
for eight ditto. 

Bar; 17 for three-pounders, 33 for four, 24 for fix, lOO- for hiiie,. 
StE for eighteen, 86 for twcaty-fout'. j • -•to;: 

’* ' Round. 5ti for tbree-pounder$, 52 for four, 22a for fix.^ 

axa fop:afiH:e. -80 - for eiffhteto, 86 for tweniy'rfour 4 -boxes of l<x>le* 


Shells^ 
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Shells.;' Fixed ; 213 fer-fowr- 1 wo -fifth -iUeh; unfixed, 77 for fiv6 Note 
one-half inch, 150 for eight ditto, 25 for thirteen ditto. — Carcafes, 
eight-inch, ,6- fixed ; hand grenades fixed, 602, 

Fuzes, fixed ; 514 for five one-half inch, 20 for eight ditto. 

Spunges, ladles, and wad hooks ; 8 for one-pounder, 35 for three, 

8 for four, 69 for fix, 25 for nine, 33 for twelve, 23 for eighteen, 3 
for twenty-four. Different fizes, without Haves, 58., 

Fire arms, dec. Mulkets, with bayonets, 5743 ; without bayonets, 
915; 1136 damaged; carbines, 51 : fuzees, 32; piftols, 137; brals 
blunderbuffes, ii; iron ditto, 9-, bayonets, 6S8 ; bayonet fcabbards, 
1140; bayoi|st; belts, 1777; cartridge tees, 6444; tin canniHers, 


Camp colours, German, 32 ; Britilh, 41; 

Drums, good, 32; damaged, 194 drum flings, 18 ; fife cafes, 10 ; 
fife flings, 7; trumpet, I ; bugle horns, 18 ; French horns, 5. 

Mulket balls,. 29, boxes, loolbr each ; lead in pieces, 1301b. ; muf- 
ket flints, 34,200. - .. 

Slow paatch,. 42451b. ; fire balls, 28 ; fire rings, 12 ; fulphur, 
5olb. ; faltpetre, 501b. ; flax, ylb. ; fpelter, 2lb.; emery, 41b; kitt, 
321b..;: meal powder, 31b; junk, 6oolb.; of one-inch rope, i coil; 
two-inch, ditto 2 ; two-and-half, ditto 3; three-inch, 2; four and 
eight-inch, i . coil each. 

8 Lanterns# viz, 3 tin, i horn, and 4 dark. 

.Sigml rockets, 36 ; tubes ®f fixes, 6705; tube boxes, 6a; port-*- 
fiircsi, 7?7i» port-fire flocks, a8 ; . lint flocks, .16 ; lead aprons,. 90 ; 

fteel 
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Notes to the fteel Ipikes, 80; powd&r horns, 260; fliell fcrapers, 8; kitt brufhes, 
Chapter. 5; hand bellows, z; fets for fuzes, 7 ; kitt ladles, 6; fuze engines, 
2; cannon haverfacks, 30; powder bags, 23; oil cloths, 7; hair 
cloth, I ; budge barrels, punches for cannon, 12; large brafs cali- 
pers, 2 ; Ihot gauges, 2 fets ; elevating fcrews, 2 ; priming wires, 26. 

Apparatus for hot fhot, i ; fets of brafs fcales and weights, 3 ; cop- 
per funnels, 4; powder flalks, 4 ; copper powder meafUres, 29 fets 5 
21 reams'of mulket, cartridge paper, 1 1 hanks of marline, catgut, and 
twine, 21 hammers, i pair of pincers, 33 tenant, hand, whip, and 
crofs-cut faws, 4 mallets, 5 rafps, 3 paring and drawing knives, i 
^ cooper’s adze, 2 drifts, 15 axes, 4 pickaxes, 29 Hatchets, 26 toma- 
hawks, 12 fpades, 63 crow, bars, 143-hand fpikes, 2 {hears for iron, 
2 gins, with falls and blocks complete; 6 brafs feedrs for tackle 
blocks, 44 tackle falls and. blocks, a calks of nails, 36 .bars of fteel, 7 
fheets of iron, 921 brafs hoops, 2»fet;s.af drag ropes,' 50 fefS. of- men’s 
harnefs, 60 dreffed calf’s fkins, 22 hides of tanned leather, 2 boxes of 
combuftibles for hre Ihips, 2 kegs of tallow, 9 ammunition waggons, 
4 powder carts, 39 cart faddles, 200 collars, 234 hems, 215 bridles, 
123 pair of trace chains, 33 brlch bands, 73 cruppers, 10 laboratory 
chefts. , !■' 

4 Chefts with tools for faddlers, carpenters, coopers, and black- 
fmiths, 

(Signed) H. KN. OX, 

. . ^ Commanding the artillery of 

the United States, 


Return 
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Return of waggons^ horfes^ and Jiores,^ delivered hy the quarter mcf er 
and found in Tork and Gloucefer* 


Notes to the 
Sixth' 
Chapter*. 


FORTY-THREE waggons, with horfes and harnefs,. 40 ditto, 
without harnefs, broken, 260 horfes, 339 faddles, 88 blind bridles, 15 
collars, 30 breech bands, 18 back bands, 18 bellj bands, 18 fides har- 
nefs, 4 calf Ikins, 2 dozen of bridle bits, 3 pair of fmith’s bellows, 3 
fets of collar and harnefs-maker’s tools. 

4 Anvils, and tools for 3 blackfmiths. 

4 Sets of carpenter’s tools, old and ruftj, 57 French faddles, 40 
French bridles, 1501b. tent cord, 14 balls fpun yarn, 3 pieces girt 
web, I hemp hackel, i calk tent pins and hatchets, 60 crofs-cut faws,. 
and fome carpenters* and coopers’ adzes, 20 files, 20. chilFels, 20 fmal-1 
hammers, 51b. lamp black, loo waggon boxes, loolb. twine, a ton of 
oakum, 3 ton hemp, 9 bolts fail duck, 29 calks nails afforted, 3 tons 
iron, a quantity of fails and rigging, i barrel turpentine, 2 and half 
barrels tar, 4 grinding ftones, 9 kegs paint, 3 jars oil, 2 boxes win- 
dow glafs, about 1000 fand bags, 4 tons coals, and a few planks, 500 
bulhels corn, 62 ditto meal, 23 boxes candles, 40a Iheets, 68 pillow 
cafes, 300 bed cafes, 70 old blankets, 2 old rugs, 3 lloves, 182 nar- 
row axes, 4 iron pots, 100 knapfacks- and haverfacks, 150 foldiers 
coats, 100 pair of breeches, 70 pair trowfers, 70. failors iackets. 612 


Arsium 
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Note* to t!ie A return ofthfhkg taken in the towns of Tori and Ghucefer, the i ph 
Chapter*" ofOSioher,i']%i. 

ONE hundred and eighty- feven coats, 126 woollen breeches, 16 
pair flioes, 1 1 6 hats, 70 blankets, 1 70 htien overalls, 153 Scotch bon- 
nets, 108 leather ftocks, 2-79 bed cafes, 154 pillow cafes, 436 fheets, 
1 50 failors jackets. 


Clothing received from Captain Girhck, OSioher 26, 1781, and acknow- 
ledged to be Briti/h clotbingi fubjeBi to the articles of capitulation, 

TWO hundred and eight-three coats, 241 breeches, 25 hats, 19 
caps, 12 yards buff cloth, 20 yards red- cloth, 71 and half yards ozen- 
brigs, 24 packing^ fheets.. 


Clothing received from Captain Girloch, deputy quarter mafier^ OSioher 26, 
who was in a cartel vejfel in York river, and whofe effeSis^ in 
confequence of his violation of the right of fiags, were adjudged U 
he forfeited, and were confequently fehoedfor the public ufe. 

SEVENTY-SEVEN uniforms for non-coramifEoned officers, 17 
ditto drummers, 420 ditto privates, 62 ditto fervants, 537 pieces linen, 
27 ditto ribband, 899 and half ells blue cloth, 436 ditto white cloth, 
763 ditto red flannel, i860 ditto ribband, 170 hats, 7 caps, 35 wool- 
len breeches, ,1100 pair hofe,' 1348 pair fhoes, 68 fhirts, 1030 black 
flocks, 55 pair leather gloves, 171 and half dozen buttons, 40 pounds 
thread, ,10 and . a half hides tanned leather; 3 chefts, contents un- 
known i 2 bales foie leather, i bale red flannel. 


!(Signed) 


Return 
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» Return ef the provtjlons andjiores in the ports of, fsrk and Ghuce/ler. 

ri V. , . , . : ' ' ' i; J». ^ 

II ^ . . :■ ■ 

TWO hundred and’ fixty-feven barrels of flour, weight 73,2801b. ; 

520 bags of bread, 59,6001b.; 96 barrels of beef, .20,190 lb. ; 365 
barrels of pork,' 75,750 lb. ; 361 firkins of butter, 19,^70 lb. ; 5 daiks 
of oatmeal, 11901b.; 597 barrels peafe, quantity 29,895 bufhels ; 13 
calks liquors, 1250 gallons; 16 bags coffee, 2500 lb. ; 20 bags cocoa, 

3000 lb. ; 50 bufhels fait ; 3 hogfheads fugar, 3000 lb. ; 5 cafks vine- 
gar, 300 gallons ; ^3 jars oil, 9 gallons ; 29 barrels rice, 1500 lb. ; i 
cafk raifins. 

(Signed) THO. JONES. D. C. iffues.’ 

JACOB WEED, A. C. iffues. 

AD. DOLMAGE, A. C. Br. army. 

A If of vejels taken and defrayed at Tork, in Virginia. 

I VESSELS of war.~The Charon, 44 guns; Guadaloupe, 28; and 

j Fowey. Bonetta, 24 ; Vulcan fire fhip, 24. 

Tranfports. —Mackerel, Succefs ; Providence, Captain Hunter, and 
Providence, Captain Barriman ; Favourite, Harmony, Concord, Ed- 
borough, Selina, Ocean, Elizabeth, Diana, Emerald, Fidelity, Lord 
Mulgrave, Robert, Racehorfe, Houfton, Sally, Two Brothers, Pre- 
fent Succeffion, Shipwright, Horfington, Neptune, Lord Howe, Bel- 
lona, Andrews, General Reidefel, Tartar. 

VeflHs belonging to the army. — Defiance, Formidable, Rambler, 

Spitfire, a confidcrable number of fmall floops and fchooners, and 12 
or 15 gallies. 


3N 
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Private 
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Private veffels.— The Cochran, North Briton, Sufanna, Arno ; Ene- 
dert and Mathews, two Dutch prizes. 

A privateer of 20 guns, quite new. 

pefides many other veffels fqnk, and a great number of fhallops and 
fchooners. 

The naval prifoners, exclufive of thofe belonging to the private 
tranfports and other veffels, are 840. 


Ifotes to the 
Sixth 
Chapter^ 


Publiflied by order of Congrefs, 


CHARLES THOMPSON, Sec. 


APPENDIX, 
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APPENDIX, in the execution ; at the worft, he could not reafonably apprehend fal- 
ling into rougher hands than thole he had fo recently encountere'd ; 
But it was alfo, in reality, that vulnerable part, to which a judicious 
comman-der niuH neceffarily have direded his operations. He had, 
however, ftill a vigorous enemy to encounter, from whom no advan- 
. tage could be cheaply purchafed. 


The communications were fo entirely cut off, that Lord Rawdon 
had no manner of knowledge of the movements of the Brjtifh army 
after the battle of Guildford ; much lefs could he haye the moft dif- 
tant idea of the hard neceffity which compelled Earl Cornwallis to fly 
from the arms of vidlory, abandon the line of operation, and, by a 
difficult march of two hundred miles, retire out of the way to Wil- 
mington : He could not, therefore, but be aftonilhed at receiving the 
intelligence, that Greene, whom he looked upon’ as ruined,' 'of ,'81 
leaft, as having fled to Virginia, was in full march to South Carolina, 
with a view of attacking him at Camden. He was likewife informed, 
about the fame time, that Colonel Lee had pafled the Pedee and joined 
Marion on the Black creek, or river, with an apparent view of enter- 
ing the province on the eaflern border. Lord Rawdon jadicioufly 
conceived, that this movement was only feint, fubfervient to the prin- 
cipal defign j intending thereby, to induce him to divide his fmall 
force, and to draw him away from Camden, whilfl: Greene fhould, 
in the mean time^ by forced marches through a deferted country, 
from whence no intelligence of his approach could be received, fur- 
prife,/that weakened poll in his abfence. From this right concep- 
tion of the defign^ the meafure produced a diretfl;, contrary effect to 
that which was-intended for mjlegd of lyord’Rawdon’s going him* 
felf, or detaching;, to refiffi the’ diveriion on that fide, it occafioned his 
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employed, with a confidcrable detachment, for the pjrotedion of the Afi-ENDix. 
eaftern frontier. ^ . , , , . 


In the mean time, the doubtful reports which had before reached 
him were now confirmed, and he received clear information of Greene’s 
approach ; and, though he was totally ignprant of his force, yet, being 
equally in the dark with refpeft to Earl Cornwallis’ fituation, and 
having no particular inftruftions for his guidance, he thought it his 
duty, at all events, to maintain his poft. Jn thefe circumftances it 
was highly vexatious, that although fonae of the. militia fliewcd great 
zeal and fidelity, m- coming from confiderable diftances to offer their 
fervices, yet the fcanty ftate of provifions prevented him from being 
able to benefit by their affiftance, excepting -only thofc whofe parti- 
cular fituation expofed them to fuffcr fromi the enemy, and who were 
on that account received within the. pofl:.. At length. General Greene 
appeared in full view. The paucky^ of troops, and- the extenfiyenefs of 
the pofts- which. tliey had to defend, were fufficient motives with-the 
Britiih commander for not rilking the lofs of, men, by any attempt to 
harafs the enemy in their approach. The fame caufes had obliged, 
him to abandon the ferry on the Wateree, although >the South?-Carolina: 
regiment was on its way to join him. from Ninety-fix, and that was- 
its diredl courfe: He had,, however, -taken his meafiares -lb well, .as to- 
fecure the paffage of that regiment upon .its arrival three days after.. 
In -thefe circumftances he received a .letter from Colonel Balfour, at. 
Charles town, acquainting him of Earl . Cornwallis’ fituation ; and 
likewife fignifying to him, that the commander-’ in chief,- being fully 
fenfible of the danger to which he. would be expofed in his prefent. 
pofidon,. wifhed that he might, abandoa Camden, and retire for fccu-. 
rity within the cover of the great river .Sautee. The neceflity of the 
• ■ . . , - . meafure 


^ . ' '' 
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APPENDIX, mcafurc was, upon this information, fufficlently obvious, but the ae- 
compliihment of if was not now within his power. 







Thu efforts made by the enemy to examine the Britifh works, and 
particularly an attempt to deftroy their mill, neceffarily brought on 
fome Ikirmifhes, By the prifdncrs taken in thefe excurfions. Lord 
Kawdon had the fatisfadtion to learn, that General Greene’s army was. 
not by any means fo numerous as he had apprehended, but that con- 
fiderable reinforcements were daily expected. To balance this, he re- 
ceived the unfavourable intelligence, that Marion had taken fuch a 
pofition, as rendered it impra< 9 iicable for Colonel Watfon to join him, 
whofe arrival he had till that time impatiently expected. 

In this ftate of things, it feemed that fome immediate and decifive 
effort was become little lefs than abfolutely neceflary, in order .to evade 
much greater, and not far diftant, evil and danger. Greene himfelf 
had the fortune to make an opening for the operation of this neceffity, 
in a manner which was, in appearance, far from being confident with 
his condudl. With a view of a general affault upon the Britifh pods, 
he had fent off his artillery and -baggage, a day’s march in the rear of 
the army ; but foon after he abandoned that refolution, and detached 
all his militia to bring back the artillery. Such irrefolution, or iiide- 
cifion of mind, can never be difplayed under the eye of a vigilant 
enemy, without great, if not certain danger. 


A^lon near '■ Lord Rawdon’s intelligence was tardy ; but he indanfly perceived 
c*mden. importance of the occafion, and determined as indantly, if poflible, 

to feize it. By arming the rhuficians, drummers, and every being in 
the army that was able to carry a firelock, he mudered above nine 
' httnidrisd for th'e field, including fixty dragoons, April 25th. With 
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this force, and two fixrpcmnders, he boldij marched to attack the af- appendije. 
failing army in their camp, in open daylight,* at ten o’clock in the 
morning; committing the redoubts, and every thing at Camden, to 
the cuftody of the militia, and a few fick foldiers. The enemy were 
polled about'^two miles in front of the Britilh Ikies, upon a very llrong 
and difficult ridge, called Hobkirk’s hill. By filing clofe to the fwaraps 
on their right, the Britilh columns got into the woods unperceived, 
and by taking an extenlive circuit, came down on the enemy’s left 
flank, thus depriving them of the principal advantage of their lituation. 

They were fo fortunate, and the enemy lb fliamefully remifs and in- 
attentive, that they were not in all this eourle difcovered, until the 
flank companies of the volunteers of Ireland, which led the column, 
fuddenly poured in upon their pickets : Thele, though fupported, 
were almoft fuddenly driven in, and pulhed to their camp. 


Although the enemy were in much vifible confulion, yet they 
formed t^h expedition, and received the Britilh column bravely. As 
if it had been in Ibme mealure to countervail the difadvautages inci- 
dent to their furprife, they were cheered, early in the afiiion, by the 
arrival of three fix-pounders ; a circumllance, which Ihowers of grape 
Ihot foon announced to the Britilh troops. The attack on that fide 
was led with great Ipirit by Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, at the head 
of the 63d, and of the King’s American regiment ; but the extent of 
the enemy’s line foon obliged the commander in chief to pulh forward 
the volunteers of Ireland from the referve. Thefe three corps pulhed 
the enemy with fuch refolution, that they drove them to the fummit 
of the hill ; and having made room for the reft of the troops to come 
into aftion, their rout was then quickly decided. They purfued them 
about three miles ; but the enemy’s cavalry being fupferior to the Bri- 
tilh, their dragoons could not rilk much ; and Lord Rawdon, duly 
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AppENBix. confidering his iuferiority in number, would not fuffer the infantry to 
break their order, for any benefit, that might be expeded from the 

•' ■■ ■■ ■■ ■' . ■■ -■ ' ' ’ '■■■ ", : " V' 

purfuit of the fugitives. 



During the purfuit, a part of the enemy’s' cavalry, under Colonel 
Wafhiugton, either by defign, or through ignorance of the ftate of 
the aftion, came round to the rear, and exadled paroles from feveral of 
the Brltifli officers who lay wounded in the field ; they likewife car-; 
ried off feveral wounded men. The enemy’s killed a'nd wounded were 
fcattered over fuch an extent of ground, that their lofs could not be 
afcertained ; Lord Rawdon thinks the eftimate would be low if it 
were rated at five hundred ; Greene’ s account makes it too low to be 
credited. About an hundred prifoners were taken’; befides that, a 
number of their men, finding their retreat cut ofiv went into Camden, 
and claimed protedion, under pretence of being deferters. The ene- 
my’s cannon efcaped by great fortune : Being run down a fteep hill, 
among fome thick bruffi wood, they were eafily paffed without notice, 
in the warmth of the purfjiit, by the Britifh troops, and before their 
return they were carried clean off by Walhington’s cavalry. 


The (2.) lofs on the Britiffi fide, however moderate in other re- 
fpedls, was much greater than they could afford, and exceeded one 
fourth of their whole number ; It amounted, in killed, wounded, arid 
miffing, to two hundred and fifty-eight : Of thefe, only thirty-eight 
were flain ; but the wounded were equally a detradlion from immediate 
ffrength, and, in the prefent circumftances, a very heavy incumbrance. 
Only one officer fell ; but twelve were wounded, and moft of them 


Xa.) 'Vide Annrial Regifter, page 83, year 1780. 


were 
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were difcharged upon! parole. The fpirit and judgement fliewn by the ApraNuix. 
young coinmander of the Britifh forces, deferves great commendation. 

He was moft gallantly feconded by his officers and troops. 

Another (3.) account of the adion is contained in a letter from 
Lieutenant-colonel Balfour to Lord George Germain, dated CharlevS 
town, May I, 1781, 

My Lord, 

BY Lord Cornwallis’s dilpatches, which are herewith tranfmitted, 
your lordffiip will be informed, that after the action at Guildford, 

General Greene, being obliged to retire from before the King’s army, 
turned his views towards this province, as the more vulnerable point, 
in the abfence of Lord Cornwallis. 

With this idea, on the 9th ultimo, he cams before Camden, having 
with him near fifteen hut^red continentals, and feveral corps of m’ili- 
tia ; Lord Rawdon having charge of that poft, and about eight hun? 
dred Britifh and provincial troops to fuftain it. 


For fome days General Greene kept varying his pofitlon, waitingj 
as is fuppofed, to be reinforced by the corps under Brigadier Marion 
and Colonel Lee, which were on their way, being ordered to join 

him. -• . * 

. " ' , : ' ‘ ■ • ■ 

- ' ' , , ■ ■ . . , ... .. .... . :r . ; . 

Judging it neceflary to firike a blow before this jundiion could take 
place, and learning that General Greene had detached to bring up his 
baggage and provifions, Lord Rawdon, with the moft marked decifion, 

(3.) Vide Remembraocer, page 27, 2d part, year 1781, 

3 Q 00 



My Lord Rawdon flates the lofs of the enemy on this occahon as 
tjpwards of one hundred made prifoners, and four hundred killed and 
wounded ; his own not exceeding one hundred, in which is mcluded 
one officer killed and eleven wounded. 

After this defeat, General Greene retired to Rugeley’s mills, twelve 
miles from Gamden, in order to call in his troops, and receive thf 
reinforcements ; but as Lieutenant-colonel Watfon, of the guards, who 

had been for fome time detached by Lord Rawdon, with^ a corps of 
five hundred men, to cover the eaftern frontiers of the province, is di- 
reaed by me,to ioin his lordfliip, I am in hopes he will be able fpee- 



SOUTKERN ^ROVrNCES OF NORTH AMERICA. 

'^e following is the account^ fubiyhed hy order of Congrefs, of the aSilon 
between General Greene and Lord Kawdon^ on the %^th of Aprils 1781, 


2o Samuel Huntingdon, JLlqulre. 


(4.) I HAD the honour to write to your excelleney the zd inftanf, 
April, to inform you that we were encamped before Camden, having 
found it impoffible to attenapt to ftorm the town with any hopes of 
fuccefs ; and having no other alternative, but to take fuch a pofition as 
ihould induce the enemy to fally frona their works. To this end, we 
pofted ourfelves on an eminence about a mile from the town, near the 
high road leading to Wacfaws : It was covered with woods, and flanked 
< 5 n the left by an impaffable fwarnp. The ground between this place 
and the town is- covered by a thick wood and fhrubbery. In this fitua- 
tion we rechained conftantiy on the' watch, and ready for adion at a 
naomenfs warning. 

'■ ^ ■ 

On the morning of the 35th, abbut eleven o’clock, our advanced 
pickets 'received the firfl; fire fro rri the enemy, and returned it warmly. 
The line was formed in ah iniiant. General Hugee’s brigade to the 
fight ; Colonel Williams’s Maryland brigade to the left ; the artillery 
ih the center ; Colonel Read, with fome militia, formed a kind of fe- 
bond line; Captain Kirkwood, with the light infantry, was pofted in 
our front, and when the enemy advanced, he was foon engaged with 
them, and both he and his men behaved with a great deal of bravery ; 
nor did the pickets under Captains Morgan and Benfon aft with lefs 
courage of ' regularity. ObfexVing tliat the enemy advanced with but 

■ (4r)-'V’id&R<«ieint>«neer, page- 126, partj 1781, ■ ■ ‘ 

:i '•] 3 D few 
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few men ordered Lieutenant-colonel Ford, with the 2d 

Maryland regiment, to flank them on the left, while Lieutenant-colo- ' 
nel Gampbell was to do the fame on the right. Colonel Gunby, with 
the lil Maryland regiment, and Lieutenant-colonel Hawes, with the 
2d Virginia regiment, received, orders at the fame time to defcend 
from the eminence, and attack -in front ; and I fent Lieutenant-eolonel 
Wafhington at the fame time to double the right flank, and attack the 
rear of the enemy. The whole line was foon in aftion in the midfl: of 
a very fmart fire, aS well from our fraall arms as from our artillery, 
which, under the command of Colonel Harr ifon, kept playing upon 
the front of the enemy, who began to give way on all fides, and their 
left abfolutely to retreat ; when, unfortunately, two companies on the 
right of the i fl: Maryland regiment were entirely thrown into difbrder; 
and, by another ftroke of fortune. Colonel Gunby ordered the reft of 
the regiment, which was advancing, to take a new pofition toTyarda 
the rear, where the two companies were rallying. This movement 
gave the whole regiment an idea of a retreat, which foon fpread through 
the 2d regiment, which retreated accordingly ; they both rallied after- 
wards ; but it was too late ; the enemy had gained the eminence, 
fdenced the artillery, and obliged us to draw it off. The 2d Virginia 
regiment having defcended the eminence a little, and having its flank 
left naked by the retreat of the Marylanders, the enemy immediately 
doubled upon them, and attacked them both on the flank and in front. 
Colonel Campbell’s regiment was thrown into confufion, and bad re?- 
treated a'little ; I therefore thought it neceffary for Colonel Hawes to 
retreat alfb. The troops rallied more than once ; but the diforder was. 
too general, and had ftruck too deep for one to think of recovering the 
fortune of the day, which promifed us at the onfet the moft complete 
vidory ; for Colonel Wafhington, on his way to double and attack in. 
the rear, found the enemy, both horfe and foot, retreating with preci- 
vvic-j., ... , ' - ,'pitation' 
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pitation- towards the town, and made upwards of two hundred of them appendix. 
prifoners, together with ten or fifteen officers, before he perceived that 
our troops had abandoned the field of battle. The colonel, upon this 
oecafion,. and indeed bis whole corps, acquired no inconfiderable fhare 
of honour. We then retreated two qr three miles fromthe fcene of- 
a£lion, without any lofs of artillery, waggons, or provifions, having , 
taken the precaution to fend away our baggage at the beginning of the 
a£tion. The enemy have fuffered very confiderably ; our- forces were- 
nearly equal in number ; but fuch were the difpofitions that I had;, 
made, that, if we had fucceeded, the • whole of the • enemy’s army 
muft have fallen into our hands, as well' as - the town of Camden. I ^ 
herewith enclolo a lift of the killed and Wounded ; among the firftis* 

Captain Beatry, of the Maryland line, one- of the beft of officers, and 
an ornament to his profeffion. Our army is -full of fpirits and this' 
little check will not by any means derange or alter our gencraLplan.of 
operations,-. 


Your- excellency will find enclofed klfo, the articles of capitulation 
of Fort Watfon,. which, I truflr, will be followed by -many other fur- 
jf^ders.- 

I have the honour ta be> &C, 

NATH. GREENE. V 

P, S.' Tne cavalry and a part of the infahtty charged the enemy : 
in the dufk of the .evening, and'made them fly -with precipitation into 
the .town,, 





Af-rEsrpix 


of the officers killed^ •wounded^ and taken pr if oner 
Camden^ the 2$th of Jprily 178 


CapyaI-N William lifcatry, maryiana, j^.uicu, j. 

3d Marykad, taken prifoner ; Captam Dunholm, Virginia, flight 
contufion ; Captain 4 kutenaivt BmfF, Maryland, wounded in both an- 
cles. and prifoner on hia parole ; Lieutenant' M. Gallaway, Maryland, 
wounded flightly; Lieutenant Ball, Virginia, ditto dangcroufly in 

tttes leg,.’ ■ ^ 

Non-commissioned officers and foldiers Mlled, wounded, and mif- 
fing. I ferjeant, 17 rank and file, killed; 7 ferjeants, loi rank and 
file, wounded; 3 ferjeants, 133 rank and file, miffing. The greatefl: 
part of thofe who are miffing had not well underftood the order to 

rally at Saunder’s creek ; fonie were kifled 5 ^ them were wounded, 

-I * ,1.' • txrA tiditips of about one third 


O. H. W I L L I A M S, 
Deputy adjutant general. 


(Signed) 
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Brigadier ‘general Mar lords letter to General Greene* 


APPEJTDIX 


SIR, 


Fort Watfon, April 23, 1781. 



(5.) LIEUTEHANT-COLONEL Lee jomed me on the Santee 
the 14th inftant, after a rapid march from Ramfey’s mills on Deep* 
rtver, which he finiftied in eight days. The 1 5th we marched to this 
place,, and invefted it : Our chief hope was to cut off the water : Some 
riflemen and continentals wo^e, , for this purpofe, polled between the • 
fort arid the lahe.- The fort li^ on , a rilmg ground, about forty feet 
high, fijrroundcd by three rows of abbatis. There were no trees near 
enough to cover us from the enemy’s fire. The third day after we had 
begun the fiege, we perceived that the enemy had dug a welLnear the 
abbatis without meeting with any oppofition from us, which was for 
want of feveral very neceflary implements, without which we could 
not make, tretxches- in order to make our approach to the fort; we 
therefore refolved immediately to ered a work as higli as the fort, and ■ 
it was finilhed this morning by Major Maham ; we then -made a lodge- 
ment on the fide of the eminence near the abbatis ; this was. aceom- • 
plilhed with great fpirit and addrefs by Enfign Robinfon and Mr. R. ,. 

Le.e» . a volunteer in Colonel Lee’s raiment, who, furmounting every 
difficulty, got up to the abbatis^ and pulled it away : .By this the coni- Surrender 
mander of the fort found himfelf obliged to hoift a white flag. , I 
clofe the capitulation, which I hope will meet with your approbation, . 

Our lofs was only, two militiamen killed, and three continentals! 
w.ounded, I fhall demoHlh the fort withaut,lo&.0f time, and then pro* 


(5.) VideRemen^rancer, page lay, ad part, 1781. 
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APrwi>«.ceed to the heights of Santee, and (hall halt at Captain Richardfon’s 

1 am, Sir, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS MARION, Ba G. 

jirtkks of capHulatlon propofed hy Lteutenan^^^^ commandant at 

Fort Watfon, • 

Art, I. THE officers to be allowed their parole ; to wear their 

fwords, and ffiall have their private baggage feeured to them. 

I, ; ^ ■Granted. 

ii ' ' ^ ■ 

XI. The Britiffi officers fliall be permitted to march to Charles 
town, where they (hall remain, without entering into any adive fer- 
vlce, till they ffiall have been exchanged ; till which time they ffiall 

be bound to furrender themfelves, whenever called upon by the com-, 
mander in chief of the American fouthern army. 

‘•Granted. 

Art. III. The irregulars fliall be treated as prifoners of war. 
Granted. 

• Art. IV. All public ftores lhall be furrendered to the quarter- 
mafter general of the legion, and the fort to Captain Oldham, who 
{hall take jKjfleffion this evening with a detachment of the Maryland 
divifion. 

^ *■ 



I agree 
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I AGREE to this capitulation, fuch as it is at prefent, in confidcra' 
tion of the bravery with which the fort was defended. 


PATRICK CARNS, 
Captain of foot, ‘belonging to tho 
legion. 

J A o. M ‘ K A y. Lieutenant. 


Lifi of prifoners taken in Fort Watfon, 


TWO lieutenants, a enfigns, i furgeon, 73 rank and file, (Britilh) 
and 36 tories. Total, 5 officers, 109 rank and file. 


Some of the events fubfequent to the aftion at Camden are related 
by Major-general Greene^ and by Lord Rawdon, in the following 
lettersii ^ ‘ ■ 

yi? Samuel Huntingdon, Ffyuire, 

(6.) Camp, at M'Cord’s ferry, on the Congarec, 
May 14, 1781. 

SIR, . 

I HAD the honour to fend difpatches to your excellency on the 5th 
from near Camden, by Captain O’Hara. On the 8th the place was 
evacuated by the enemy with the utmofi; precipitation; Lord Rawdon 
burnt the greatefi: part of his baggage, flores, and even the effeds be- 
longing to the inhabitants ; be fet fire alfo to the prifon, mill, and fe- 
veral other buildings, and left the town little better than a heap of 
ruins : He left behind him out people who had been wounded hi the 
action of the .25th of April, and had been taken prifoners ; they are 


(6.) Vide Remembrancer, page 197, ad part, 1781 
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*,,.»m..tlurty-on6 ia number. His lotdfliip left alfo fiftyeight of his own 
people, with three officers, who were fo badly wounded, that they 
could not bear a carriage. Several of the inhabitants affert it as a faft, 
that, in the laft aftion, the lofs of the enemy, in killed and wounded, 

Wtis not Icfs three huiidrcd incii# 

As foon as the enemy left Camden we took poffeffion of it, and are 
now employed in razing all the works ; a plan of which I enclofe for 
- your excellency. Had the Virginia militia joined us in time, the gar- 
rifon mull have fallen into our hands, as we ffiould then have been able 
'to inveft the town on all fides ; and the garrifon was in too great want 
of provlfions and military ftores to be able to Hand out a fiege. ^ The 
detachments under General Marion and Lieutenant-colonel Lee, in the 
^ ' lower diftrias of the country, had cut off the enemy's provifions, and 

I particularly, fait, with which they were totally unprovided. On the 

[ oth our army began their march towards this place. On the i ith the 

!> poll of Orangeburgh, defended by eighty men. under the comman 

' of a colonel and other officers, furrendered to General Sumpter, who, 

. bv his (kill in the difpofition of his artillery and troops, fo intimidated 

I gattlfon, that the place foon fubmltted. We thus got poffeffion of 
. a very ftrong poll, without lofs either of men or time : A g«at quau- 
I tity of provifions and other llores were found in it. The lath, Mott s 

I fort fubmltted to General Marion ; the garrifon confided of upwards of 

I y one hundred and forty men ; one hundred and twenty were Bntilh or 

|i Heffians, with feven or eight officers. The place had been nive e 

B thp 8th ; nor did It furrepder till our troops had made their approaches 

i: : , regularly up to the abbatis ; the" redoubt was very ftrong, and com- 

li ■ manded by Lieutenant M'Pherfon, a very brave officer. Great praife 

f i is due to General Marlon, and the handful of militia that temaiued with 

him till the rednaionqf the, fort. Lieutenant-colonel Lee’s legion, 

liS;- 
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all's the detachments under Major Eaton, the artillery under Captain appendix. 
Finlay, and the corps of infantry under Captains Oldham and Smith, 
were indefatigable in carrying on the liege. There were found in the 
fort one carronade, one hundred and forty mulkets, a quantity, of fait 
provifions, and other ftores. 


When we marched from Deep river towards Camden, I wrote to 
General Pickens toaffemble all the militia he could muller, to layfiege 
to Augufta and Ninety Six : Thefe two places are aftually invefted, 
and the for.t at Friday’s ferry will be invefted to-morrow morning, as 
Lieutenant-colonel Lee fet out for that purpofe laft night, with his le- 
gion, and the feveral detachments which ferve under him : The whole 
army began their march this morning for the fame place. The laft In- 
telligence I received informed me, that Lord Rawdon was near Nel- 
Ibn’s ferry, where the enemy have a poft ; but they were fending 
away their ftores from it, which fufficicntly indicates that they intend 
Ihortly to evacuate it. Generals Sumpter and Marion narrowly watch 
all his lordlhip’s motions. 


I am, &c. 

NATH. GREENE. 


11 




’•1 
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. ExtraM of a kiier from Eord Rawdon to Earl Cornwallht dated camp 
at Monlds corner^ May 24, 1781. (7.) 

THE fituatlon of affairs in this province has made me judge It ne- 
ceffary, for a time, to withdraw my force from the back country, and 
to affemble what troops I can colle<ft at this point. I hope a recital of 


(7.) Vide Remenibraficerj page j ad part, 1781 
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rcumftances. which have led to this determination will fatisfy: 
ordlhip as to the expediency of the meafure. 

yth of April, (an account (8.) of which- 
of tranfmitting to your lordlhip) Major-general. 

s behind the fartheft branch of Granny’s- 

conld. not',, in that 
' ' js' which- advifed the former, 
excurfiomfrom my works, that 


AiTEit the aHion of the i 
I had the honour 
Greene remained for feme day 

quarter creek. A feeond attempt upon his army 
fituation, be undertaken upon the principle: 

In the firft inftance, r made fo Ihort an ( — 

1 could venture,- without hazard, to leav-e them very flightly guarded , 
'and I had the confidence, that,, had- fortune proved unfavourable, we 
ihould eafily have made good-our retreat, and our lofs,. in all probabt- 
Ittyy would not have difabkd u^ from the farther defence of- the place.- 
To get at General Greene mhh retied, fituation, I 
very extenfive circuit, in ordfer head' the creek,, which would 
prefented to him the- faireft’ opportunity of flipping by me to Camden j- 
and he was hill fo fuperior to me im numbers, that,- had I left fuel a- 
garrifon at my poft as might enable it to-fiand an affault, my force m. 
the field would have been totally unequal to cope with the enemy s- 
army. 1 had much- to- hope frotm the arrival of reinforcements to me, 
and little to fear from any probable addition to my antagonift’s force.. 

■ ■ I- , V , 

Whilst, upon that principle, I waited for my expefted fuccoors,. 

General Greene retired from o«r front, and, croffing.the Wateree, took. 

a pofition behind Twenty-five-mile creek. On the 7th. of May Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Watfon joined me wkh his detachment, much tedu^d 
in number through cafualties, Ccknefs, and a reinforcement whmh 

i n .. C?eot’5?'c tTown** Hc xisu cro c 
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the Santee near its mouth, and had re-croffed it a little below the en- appendix 
trance o£ the Congaree,. , 


On the night of the 7th I croffed the Wateree at Camden ferry, 
propofing to turn the flank and attack the rear of Greene’s army, 
where the ground was not ftrong, though-it was very much fo in front., 

The troops had fcarcely croffed the river, when 1 received notice- 
that Greene had moved early in the evening, upon getting information. 

©f my being reinforced ; I followed him by the direfl road, and founds 
him pofled behind Sawney’s creek.. 

Having driven in liis pickets, I examined' every point of his fltua- 
tion ; I found it every where fo llrong, that h could not hope to force 
it without fuffering fuch lofs as mufl; have crippled my force for any fu- 
ture enterprize and- the retreat lay fo o|»nibr him, I could not hope. 
thatvidtory would give us. any advantage fufficiently decifive to counter- 
balance the lofs- 

The creek (though {lightly marked in the maps) runs very high 
into the country. Had I attempted to get round hkn, he would have 
evaded me with eafe ; for, as his numbers ftill exceeded mine, I could- 
not feparate my force to fix him in any point, and time (at this junc- 
ture mofl: important to me)' would have been, thus unprofitably wafted.. 

I therefore returned to Camden thd fame afternoon,, after having in 
vain attempted to decoy the enemy into aflion, by affeding to conceah 
Gur retreat. 

On the 9th I publifhed to" the troops-, and to the militiaj. my defign 
of evacuating Camden, offering to fuch of the latter as chofe to ac- Camden eva-^ 

cuated., 

company 
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appendix, company me every affift'ance that we could afford them. During the 
enfuing night 1 feat olT all our baggage, &c., under a ilrong efcoit, 
and deftroyed the works remaining at Camden, with the reft of the 
troops, till ten o’clock the next day, in order to cover the 


On the night of the 13th I began to pafs the river at Nelfon s 
ferry, and by the evening of the 14th every thing was fafely acrofs. 
Some mounted militia had attempted to harafs our rear guard on the 
march ; but a party of them having fallen into an ambufeade, the reft 
of them gave us no farther trouble. We brought off all the fick and 
wounded, excepting about thirty, who were too ill to be moved, and 
for them I left an equal number of continental prifoners in exchange. 
We brought off all the ftores of any kind of value, deftroying the reft; 
and we brought off not only the militia who had been with us at 
Camden, but alfo alb the well-affeded neighbours on our route, toge- 
ther with the wives, children, negroes, and baggage, of almoft all of 

them. 


My firft news, upon landing at Nelfon s, was, that the poft at 
Motte’s houfe had fallen. It was a fimple redoubt, and had been at- 
tacked formally by fap. Lieutenant M'Pherfon had maintained it gal- 
lantly till the houfe in the center of it was fet in flames by fire arrows, 
which obliged his men to throw themfelves into the ditch, and fur- 
render at difcretlon. 


But as Major McArthur had joined me with near three hundred foot 
ind eighty dragoons, I conceived I might, without hazarding too far, 
mdeavour to check the enemy’s operations on the Congaree. On the 
night, I marched from Nelfpn’s, and on the evening of 

the roads from Congarees and 

M‘Coard’s 



new 


I AM ufing every effort to augment our cavalry, in hopes that the 
arrival of fome force will fpeedily enable us -to adopt a more active . 
conduct. 


Extras (9.) o/* a letter from Lord Rawdon to Lieutenant-general Earl 
Cornwallhy dated Charles toWNf June 1781. 

GENERAL Greene invefted Ninety Six on the aad of May. To 
my great fatisfaftion, however, I learned, by meffages which I have 
found means to interchange with Lieutenant-colonel Cruger, that the 

(9.) Vide Remembrancer, page 153, ad part, lySii. 
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M‘Coard’s ferry unite.- Various information was brought to me thi- appendix. 
ther, that Greene had palled the Congaree, at M'Coard’s ferry, and 
had pufhed down the Orangeburgh road. The accounts, though none 
of them pofitive or lingly fatisfadtory, correfponded fo much, that I 
was led to believe them, and the matter was of fuch moment, that it 
would not admit of my paufing for more certain Information ; there- | 

fore, after giving the troops a little reft, I moved back to Eutaws the 
fame night, but hearing nothing there, I purfued my march hither. 

By my prefent fituation, I cover thofe diftridls from- which Charles 
town draws its prefent fupplies. I am in readinefs to improve any 
favourable occurrence, and guard againft any untoward event. 


It is a fecondary, but not a trifling advantage, that I have been 
able to fupply the troops with neceflaries ; for the want of which, 
occafioned by the long interruption of our communication, they fuf-; 
fcred ferious diftrefs. 



new works were completed before the enemy's approach. The garn- 
fon is ample for the extent, and the fire of the enemy had no effea. 
Lientenant-colonel Ctuger, therefore, only apprehends, that relief 

may not arrive before his provifions are expended. 

Foetunatelt we are now in a condition to undertake fuccouting 
- him, without expofing a mote valuable ftake ; and from the report of 

his provifions which he dent to me, I truft we fliaU be fully m time. 

AoonsTA is likewife befieged; but I hope in little danger. Sir 
Tames Wright reprefented fo flrongly the want of troops at Savannah, 
that I thought it necefl-ary to fend the King's American regiment thr- 

ther with all dlfpatch. 

Os the 3d inftant the fleet from Ireland strived, having aboard the 
nd, 19th, and 30th regiments, a detachment from the 8““^=- ^ ^ 

ilifrderable body of recruits ; the whole under the command of Colo- 
nel Gould, of the 30th. Lieutenant-colon.l Balfour and 1 immedia ely 
known to Colond Gould the power which your lordfliip had 
to us, for detaining fuch part of the expefred reinforcement as 
we might conceive the fervice required ; And it has been fettled, that 
the three regiments (hall all remain here until your lordfliip fignifies 
our pleafure refpealng them. I (hall march on the 7* towards 
Ninety Six, having been reinforced by the flank companies of the 

three new. regiments. 

I AM happy in meiifiomng to your lordfliip ,a handfome teftimony 
of zeal for His Majefty’s iiiterefls, which has occurred here : Com- 
Actable difficulty having arifen in the formation of cavalry, fome of 
InhAltants of this town mad a fubfcnption, amounting 
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to near three thoufand guineas ; which ihim they requefted I would appendix. 
apply to the purpofe of equipping a corps of dragoons in the manner I 
fhould judge moll expedient. As I had no means of forming fuch a 
corps but by drafts from the infantry, I thought your lordfhip would 
be pleafed that a compliment Ihould be paid to the loyalty of the gen- 
tlemen above mentioned, by fixing upon men connedled with the pro- 
vince ; I have therefore ordered the South-Caroliua regiment to be 
converted into cavalry, and I have the>profpe<St of their being mounted 
and completely appointed in a few days. 


June 6 . I have juft had the fatisfadion to karn, that the King’s 
American regiment arrived fafe at Savannah. 


EiXtradi (to.) of a letter from Colonel Lord Rawdon to Sir Henry Cliniony 
dated Charles town^ June 6 th » 1781. 

I CANNOT in any manner give your excellency a more ex|:dicit 
account of what has pafled in this province, aitd of the prefent ftate of 
our affairs, than by enclofing to your excellency, copies of the letters 
which I have, at different periods, written to Lord Cornwallis. The 
fituation of the province has been cifitical ; yet I am well convinced, 
that numbers have joined the enemy merely , to Ihield themfelves from 
the atrocious barbarity of the rebel militia, which has been beyond 
what I have ever heard of among the moft favage nations. Should we 
be fuccefsful in our prefent enterprize, it will probably be found ne- 
ceffary to make the Santee and Congaree the boundaries of our polls, 
and to invite the friends of government to fettle upon the eftates of 
revolters within the claim of our ftatibns. The back parts of the pro- 


(10.) Vide Remembrancer, page 154, ad part, year 17S1 


Vince 


CAMPAIOKS OT 

Vince mujl neceffarily depend upon the country enclofed by thof. 

rivers, as long ae we keep poffeffion of the Chefapeak. 

IT is in fome meafure neceffary to coimea the foregoing letters by 

a citation from a 

On (1 1.) the night of the .3th, the army began to pafs the river at 
Nelfon’s ferry, and by the foUowing evening every thing was fafely 
Led on the other fide. The firft intelligence Lord Rawdon received 
on pairing the Santee, was the unwelcome news, that the^ poll 
Motte-s houfe, after a gallant defence, had already fallen mto t e 
hands of the enemy. This was a heavy ftroke._ as 
made a depofit for all the provifions that were intended for fupp y 

of Camden : Things were, however, worfe than he yet ki^^r the 

ftrong poll at Orangebufgh was already ta en, an r 
Icng^fL. Thus the Britifli force in the province was 
Lfkened, by the number of brave officers and foldiers who fell m o 
the hands of the enemy, through this fndden and uneNpeaed at ac 
upon their detached pofts in every part of the country. 

Lord Rawdon was met at Nelfon’s by Lieutenanwolonel Balfour, 
the commandant of Charles town ; who came thither “ ^ “ 

kirn, and to confult upon,_ the ^ 

! well as of the province in general. He Itated, , . r 

1 tiniverfal ■ that from the little room there had been to appre en o 

Llld alarming a turn of affairs, the old works of Charles town 

k tadhdeninpartRvelled,tomakewayfornewo^^^^ 

14: ■, yst ebnftttited 1‘hat he had fell conviaion of S 




fitter, page 85, year 1781. 


" V J ' t ^ I I > I 


neral. 
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neral, of the inhabitants*; .and that, tinder thefe circumstances, his ArPEsrDu 
garrifon was inadequate to its defence, againft any force of confequence 
that might attempt that city. 


The concluhons drawn from a full confideration of this untoward 
flate of affairs were, that if any misfortune happened to the corps un- 
<ler Lord Rawdon, the probable confequence would be, the total lofs 
of the province, including the capital ; but that, although the higheft 
degree of prudence and caution were upon that account indifpenfably 
neceffary, yet, as he was jufl joined by Major M‘Arthur, with about 
three'hundred foot and eighty dragoons, he conceived he might, with- 
out hazarding too much, endeavour to check the operations of the 
enemy on the Conga tee. 


A SIGNAL inftance now occurred of the general, if not univerfal, 
difaffe£fion of the country* For* five day ss after Lord* Rawdon had 
pafted the Santee, not a fingle perfon of any fort whatever, whether 
with intelligence, or upon any other account, came near the army, al- 
though he had advanced diredly from Nelfbn’s ferry, that night and 
the following day’s mareh into the country, to a certain point where 
the roads from Nelfon’s and M‘Cord’s ferry meet ; nor could the emif- 
faiies and fpies which ho detached on all hands procure him any true 
intelligence, as to the fituatlon of the enemy, or the ftate of the coun- 
try : A number of reports, however, which were contradiftory in 
other refpeCis, feemed to concur in one point, which was, that Greene 
had pafied the Congaree river, and was preffing down the Orange- 
burgh I’oad with a llrong force. This intelligence was of too great 
moment to be flighted ; and not only obliged the Britifh commander 
to relinquifh his deftgn of advancing to the Congaree, but laid him 
under a 'neceffitj of falljitg-back to- th(e 'Eutaws, and' afterwards. of 
, • 3 Q ? I * moving 
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APtENDix. moviag to corner, for the protedion of Charles town, and 

the rich intervening country. ^ ^ 

As the derelidion of the upper country left the poft at Ninety Six 
entirely expofed to the enemy. Lord Rawdon was under great Anxiety 
tor the fafety of that garrlfon. The objefts now at flake were,., how- 
ever, too great to be hazarded, for the purpofe of proteding that place, 
or even, of extricating the troops ; But if no fuch reflraint had been 
laid upon his adivity, it flill would have been a queflion of great 
doubt, whether, in the prefent flate of things, the defign would have 
been pradicable ; for, befides the growing force of the enemy, and 
their pofieflion of the pofls on all hands, there were no magazines, no 
depofits of provifions of any kind, for the fupport of the army on the 
way; and to truft to the uncertain gleanings of a wafled and hoflile 
country on a^ march, furroiinded on every fide- by fwarms of l^ht 
troops, and of militia on horfeback, with an enemy much fuperior in 
number flill to encounter, would have been hazardous in the extreme. 
Thus circumflanced, he difpatched feveral meffengers by different 
routes, and, to guard as much as poffible againft mifchance„ applied to 
. Colonel Balfour to fend others from Charles town,, with iiiArudions to 
Lieutenant-colonel Cruger, who commanded at Ninety Six, to abandon 
that place, and to remove, with all the garrifon, as fpeedily as pofli- 
ble, to Augufta, upon the Savannah, which was the neareft poft of 

Georgia. 

So bad was the intelligence, and fo difficult to be obtained, that it 
was not until after the arrival of the troops at Monk’s corner, that 
Lord Rawdon difeovered, that it was not General Greene, but Sump- 
ter, who had taken poffeffien of Orangeburgh ; the former being then 

occupied in taking, a Bratlfii poft at the Congarees. While the troops 


'■’v * •' 1, ‘ L"*: ^ ^ ' '■% L 





were 
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were employed in covering the diftrids from which Charles town appendix, 
drew its fupplies of provifion, Lord Rawdon was preparing for more 
adive fervice, by, unceafing efibrts^ for the augmentation of hia ca- 
valry.. 


(i2v) Whilst the important pod at Ninety Six was clofely Invefted^ Ninety Sij» 

» ' . - , itLvefted».. 

and held to be in the utmofl danger, it feemed ominous, but fuch was 
the hoftile date of the country, that none of the meflengers which 
Lord Rawdon and Colonel Balfour had difpatched to Colonel Cruger, 
with orders for abaiidoning that place, had- been able to reach him : 

The fort was, however, hi. a better date of defence than had been exr 
peded ; the works were completed, and drong ; and the garrifon 
amounted to near four hundred regular troops, befides. militia. In 
thefe circunidances, Greene found himfelf obliged to fit down before, 
it in form,, on the zad of May ; the garrifon made a gallant defence,, 
and the failure of provlfions af&rded. the principal caufe of appre-*- 
henfion. 


The fortunate arrival of three regiments from Ireland, under the 
eoiidud of Colonel Gould,, afforded an opportunity for the relief of 
this garrifon, which would otherwife have been defperate ; for though 
they were dedined to join Earl Cornwallis,, the good difpofition and 
promptnefs of the commander to concur in the^ifnmediate defence of 
the province, as a more urgent fervice than any other in view, pre- 
vented thofe difficulties which mud otherwife have arifen. Thefe cii<- 
cumdances. fuddenly changed the face of affairs, and enabled Lord 
Rawdon to undertake the relief of Ninety Six.. ... 


(.12.). Vide Annual Regifter, page 91, year 178.1 



^ ■: 'campaigns o:?' 1700 and 1701 ^ 

AJ PB1.01X. Aitgust A had alfo been for fome time belleged ; and the whole pro- 
itince of Georgia was deemed to be in fuch imminent danger, that 
Lord Rawdon found himfelf nnder a neceflity, even in that Rate of 
weaknefs which preceded the arrival of the troops from Ireland, to part 
with the King’s American regiment, and to commit it to the hazard 
of pairing in fuch fraall craft as were at hand, and without convoy, 
from Charles tmvn, in order £0 reinforce Sir James Wright, at the 
town of Savannah. 


Lord Rawdon marched from Charles town with fomething more 
than one thoufand feven hundred foot and one hundred and fitty horfe, 
for the relief of Ninety Six, in four days after the arrival of the troops 
from Ireland. He was joined on the way by Colonel Doyle, with 
the troops which he had left at Monk’s corner, (13.) and he preffed 
his inarch all the rapidhy which" the cxcel^ve^hek of the w^ather 

would permit. To prevent the enemy’s detachments on the Congaree, 
and other parts on the eaftern fide, from reinforcing Greene, while he 
was pulhing forwards, he deviated from the courfe which he other- 
wife would have taken, and keeping confiderably more to the right, 
paired the little Saluda near its junaion with the greater river of that 
name. This route, however, enabled a Colonel Middleton, who was 
fmm the Coiiffarees with about three hundred cavalry and 


, There appears to be an error in this ftatement of the force marched from Charles 
Lord Rawdon, in bis letter of the 5th to Earl Cornwallis, fays, hefoould move 
-7th of Tune towards Ninety Six, with the troops at Monk’s cornei^ and the flank 
lies of the three regiments lately arrived; Therefore it feeras more probable that 
Lawdon’s whole force did not exceed two thoufand men viz. the garnfon w;th- 
from Camden, Lieutenant-colonel Watfon’s corps, Major M‘Arthur s rein orce 
and the flank companies of Colonel Gould’s brigade : But perhaps the 3d and 19th 
.nts might DorcKefter or Monk’s corner, at the 

imt that Lord Rawdon left it, though not intended for the expedition to Ninety bix. 

^ ■ mounted 




liji 
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mounted militia, to endeavour - to harafs his rear, and parj:icularly to appendix. 
obftru£t the parties which were neceffarify engaged in coliefling cattle 
for the fupport of the army. After giving fome trouble of this nature, 
Middleton being trained into a well-laid amhufh, was fpiritedly charged 
by Major Coffin, at the head of the royal cavalry, and his party was 
fo completely routed and dilperfed, as never again to appear during 
the march. 

Before ' he approached General Greene, Lord Rawdon had intelli- Surrender of 
geiice of the fall of Augulte. ' 

The following is General Pickens and Lifeat€nant*'C©k0iel 
port of the capitulation of fort Cornwallis. 

(14.) No. 1 . 

SIR, Augufla, May 31, 1781.; 

THE ufage of war renders it neceffary that we prefent you with an 
opportunity of avoiding the deftr^flioa ‘which impends your garrHbh. 

, We have deferred our fummons to this late date, to preclude the 
neceffity of much correlpondence on the occafion. You fee the ftrength . 
of the invefting forces ; the progrefs of our works ; and you may in- 
form yourfelf of the lituation of the two armies, by inquiries from . 
Captain Arraflrong, of the legion, who has the honour to bear this. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

ANDRE W P I C K E N S, 

B, G. militia. 

HENRY LEE, junior,. 
Lieutenant colonel, commanding con- - 
X-ieutenant-coloBel Brown. tinental troops. 

[(14.) Vide Rememkraacer, page 289, ad part of 1781, 


1 . 

li 



APPEUBIX, 


^ No. n..'; 

W progrefs yon Have made in your works I am no ftranger 

to. it is my duty and mclinatibn to defend this poft to the laft ex- 
tremity. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

THOMAS BROWN, 

Lieutenant colonel, commanding the 
King’s troops at Augufta. 

2rig. geB. Pickens and Lieat. col. Lee* 


No. m. 

" :S I Rr - - ^ ^ 

IT is not our difpofition to prefs the unfortunate. 


To prevent the efFufion of blood which muft follow perfeverance in 
your fruitlefs refiftance, we inform you, that we are willing, th^ 
in the ^rafp of viftory, to grant fuch terms as a comparative view of 

refpeftive fiituations 


Yoim determination will be concluded as conclufive, and will regu- 
itc'our condudt. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

ANDREW- PICKENS, 

B. G. militia. 

HEN R Y L E E, junior, 
i.leutenaut colonel, commanding con- 

trooDS. 
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No. IV. 

Fort Cornwallis, June 3. 

Gentlemen, - - 

I H AVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your fummons ajpenoix 
of this day, and to affure you, that as it is my duty, it is likewife my 
inclination to defend the poft to the lafl extremity. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

THOMAS BROWN, 

Lieutenant colonel, commanding the 
. ' ■ King’s troops at Augufta. 

Brig. gen. Pickens and Lieut, col. Lee. 


■ Headquarters, June 4, 1.781. 

SIR)- . . . ^ ^ 

WE beg leave to propofe, that the prifoners in your pofleffion may 
be fent out of the fort, and that they may be confidered yours or burs 
as the fiege may' terminate. ■ - - ■ • • • f ■ t i • '■ 


Confident that you cannot bppofe the dilate of humanity and 
cuftom of war, we have only to fay, that any requeft from you of a 
funilar nature will meet our affent. ' ‘ * 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

ANDREW PICKEI^S,- 
' B. G. militia. 

, . HENRY LEE, junior, 

Lieutenant colonel, commanding the 
continental troops. 

Lieutenant-colonel Brown. < • ■ ■ - ' . 



Gentlemen, . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

APPENDIX THOUGH motives of humanity, and a feeling for the diftreffes of 
individuals, incline me to accede to what you have propofed concern, 
ing the prifoners with us, yet many reafons, to which you cannot be 
ftrangers, forbid my complying with this requifition — fuch attention 
as I cani confiftent with good policy and my duty, fliall be ihewn 

them. I have the honour to be, &c. 

THOMAS BROWN, 
Lieutenant colonel, commanding the 
King’s troops at Augufta. 

Brie. sea. Pickens and Lieut, col. Lee. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 

THOMAS BROWN, 
Lieutenant colonel, commanding the 
King’s troops at Augufta. 


'Sichaxs sfflS LieBt. col. Iiee, 





SOtfTHEEN, tSOVlNeEll OE NORTH AMERICA, 


■ .SIR,- : 

THERE was a time when your propofals of this date ought tOApr*NDix, 
have been accepted. That period is now paffed. You have every no- 
tice from us, and muft have known the futility of your farther oppo- 
fition. 


Although we fhould be juftified by the military of both armies to 
demand unconditional fubmiffion, our fympathy for the unfortunate 
and gallant of our profeffion has induced us to grant the honourable 
terms which we herewith tranfmit. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

ANDREW PICKEN S, 

B. G. militia. 

HENRY LEE, junior. 
Lieutenant colonel, commanding the 
continental troops. 


Fort Cornwallis, Jijne 5, 1781. 

Gentlemen, 

YOUR propofition relative t^ the officers of the King’s troops and 
militia being admitted to their paroles, and the exclufion of the men, 
is a matter 1 cannot accede to. 


The conditions I have to propofe to you are, that fuch of the difTc- 
rent'Clafles of men who compofe this garrifon, be permitted to march 

3 R 2 to 
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APPENDIX, to Savannah, or continue in the country, as to them may be mofl 
eligible, until exchanged. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

- ^ ' thom A s 

Lieutenant colonel, commanding the 
King’s troops at Augufta,. 

Brig. gen. Pickens and Lieut, col. Lee. 


-No- X,. 

Fort Augufta, June 5, 1781, 

SIR, 

IN our anfwer of this morning, we granted the mofl: generous terms 
in our power to give, which we beg leave to refer- to as final on our 
part. ■ 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

B. G. militia. 

junior, 

, Lieutenant colonel, commanding con.* 
tinental troops.. 

Lieutenant- colonel Brown, 


no.xi. 

Fort Cornwallis, June 5, 1781. 

GeNT'LEMEN, .- 

A S feme of the articles propofed by you are generally expreffed^ I 
have taken the liberty of deputing three gentlemen to wait upon you- 
for a particular explanation of the refpeftiVe articles. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

. . THp MAS BROWN, 

Lieutenant colonel, commanding the 

' i •> i ‘t’l ' ’pi' 

ji • King’s troops at Augufta. 



gOXJTHER» 


Articles of capitulation propofed hy hleutenant-cflonel Brown, and anfwered 
hy General Pickens and Lieutenant-colonel Lee. 


Art. I. THAT all ads of hoftilities and works flialtceafe between 
the befiegers and belieged until the articles of capitulation lhali be 
agreed on, figned, and executed, or colledively rejeded. 

Answer. Hoftilides fliall ceafe for- one hour; other operations to 
continue. 


Art. it.- That the fort lhall be furrendered'-to the commanding- 
officer of the American corps, fuch as it now ftands. That the King’s 
troops, three days after figning the article|, of capitulation, fHalf be 
eondudfed to Savannah, with their baggage, where they will remain 
prifoners of war until they are exchanged ; that proper conveyances 
lhall be provided by the commanding officer' of the American troops 
for that purpofe, together with a fufficient quantity of good and' 
wholefome provihons till theirarrival at Savannah. ' 

Answer, InadmilTible. The prifoners to furrender field prifoners 
of war : The officers to be Indulged with their paroles.; the foldiers to 
be conduded to fuch place as the commander in chief fhall dired. 


Art. III. The militia now in garrifon fhall be permitted to return 
to their refpedive homes, and be- feeured- in their perfons and pro- 
perties.. 

Answer. Anfwered by the fecond. article, the militia making part 
of the garrifon. 







Art. VL The^ garrifon, aX m hour appointed, Oia. 

with lhoulder,e4 ati:»S,ansi ^ ^ tp 

wijere they will pile their arms. 

Answer. Agreed. The judicious and gallant defenc 
garrifon, entitles them to every roafk of military refpeft. 
be delivered up to Captain Rudolph at twelve o’clock, i 
poffeffion with a detachment of the legion infantry. 


Art. VII. That the citizens fliall be protected in their perfons and 
properties. 

Answer. Inadmiffible. 
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Art. IX. That the Indian families flow in garrifon fliall accompany appendix, 
the King’s troops to Savannah, where they will remain prifoners of 
war until exchanged for an equal number of prifoners in the Creek or 
Cherokee nations. 

Answer. Anfwered in the fecond article. 


Art. X. That an exprefs be permitted to go to Savannah with the 
commanding officer’s difpatches, which are not to be opened. 

Answer. Agreed. 


Art. XL Additional. The particular attention of Colonel Brown 
is expeded towards the juft delivery of all public ftores, monies, &c. ; 
and that no loans be permitted to defeat the fpirit of this article. 


Signed at head quarters, Augufta, June 5, 1781, by 

■ •; ( 3 ,;';miiitia." 
HENRY LEE, junior. 
Lieutenant colonel, commandant. 

THOMAS BROWN, 
Lieutenant colonel, comriianding the 
King’s troops at Augufta. 


(15.) AS foon as Augufta fell, the troops employed in the reduc- 
tion of that place joined General Greene, who formed a refolution, ra- 
ther than give up his point at Ninety Six, to ftand an action with the 
Brltifh troops that were advancing to its relief; But, upon delibera- 
tion afterwards, that commander did not think himfelf in condition to 


(15.) Vide Annual Regifter, page 92, year 1781 


hazard 
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App.END.ix. hazard tKe encounter of fo formidable a foe from without, while his 
hands wer€ fully occupied by the exertions of an enemy within, who 
had from the beginning given conftant proofs of their determined cou- 
rage and refolution ; and ftill much lefs could his force admit of fuch a 
divifion as w'ould enable him, with any profpeil of fuccefs, toencoun- 
. ter Lord Rawdon on his way, and at the fame time to leave fuch a 
jftrength behind as would be neceffary for guarding the works, and 
overawing the garrifon. He was likewife difappointed by Sumpter, 
to whom he had fent inftrud;ions to join him with all the force that 
could be colledled on the fide of the Gongaree, with a view of fighting 
the Britifh army on its way ; but whether it proceeded from fome flow- 
nefs in his movements, or from unavoidable delay, the jundtion was not 
efiFedled in time ; and the route taken by Lord Rawdon for the purpofe, 
rendered it afterwards impradlicable. 


But, exclufive of thefe caufes, he w'as not now to learn the great 
fuperiority of his enemy in all field or general engagements : Nor, in 
fadf, was his force very confiderable in refpedl: even to number ; and it 
W'as ftill much lefs fo in point of eftimation. His continental or regu- 
lar troops formed but a diminutive part of the whole; and the others, 
whatever fervice they might be of in their own way, were of very 
little in regular (i6.) aaion. On the other hand, he knew that the 
troops that were marching againft him w^ere freih, excellent, and that 
th 9 fe who were newly arrived were particularly full of ardour for an 
opportunity to fignalize themfelves. . . 


(i'6.) This is rather an erroneous remark, as the Britifli generally found themfelves 
conliderably annoyed by the militia during all a< 51 ions, when their officers diftiibuted them 
on the flanks of the aflailants, or coropqfed the front line of thefe irregular troops. 




iififtiil 
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He, however, faw that fomethiiig muft neceffarily be, attempted, appendix. 
and that even the running of fome rifque, which would not be too deci'* 
five in its worfl: confequeiices, could fcarcely, in the prefent circum^ 
ftanees, be conftrued into imprudence. He had already pulhed his fap 
very clofe to the principal redoubt of the fort at Ninety Six, and h^d 
nearly completed a fobterraneous palTage into the ditch ; but his artil- 
lery had failed in their effe6l, and the works of the fort had yet fuf- 
fered little. The nearnefs of Lord Rawdon left no time for proceeding 
farther by regular approach ; and as he. could not venture an engage- 
ment, he mull either abandon the place Ihamefully, without. an attempt,, 

@JE hazard, a premature affault.. ^ 

General Greene determined upon ■ the latter. The attack was- 
made on the 19th before day ; and the Americans who were appointed 
to ftorm the redoubt difplayed an undaunted courage. The g^irrifon 
jpeceived them with equal gallantry. Scarcely, an officer or- private man ■ 
who, entered the ditch but was. either killed.- or wounded ; and , yet. General : 
tlrough the impradicability of the attempt foon became as obvious to piferjith 
all as. its danger,, no one betrayed' by a- lingle movement .the fmalleft in- six.** 
dication, of quitting bis . ground. . The commander, feeing fo many 
brave men fruitleflly fall, and that fortune or chance, which lb. often 
befriend bold enterprize, fhewed no. dllpofition at all of adting in their, 
favour, put an. end to the combat, before it became more ruinous, by ,- 
calling off the remainder fooii after daylight. , 


As -Greene fcarcely lefs than .expedled iwhattnow really happened> he 
had accordingly provided for the event. All the baggage and incumt- 
bxances of the camp had been previoufly difpatched acrofs the Saluda ; ; 
whither, immediately upon this rep, ulfe, , he alfb. retired with his w' hole 
force* Though the Americans loft fome. valuable officers,- and. not a. 

few.-' 
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appendix, few private^nen, in this attack, yet the number adually {lain (as fre- 
quently happens in fuch cafes) was much below what might have been 
cxpefted. Nothing could exceed the condudt and firmnefs of the go- 

whether in the affault, or during every previous 

part of the liege. 

Lord Rawdon arrived at Ninety Six on the 21ft of June; and ha- 
ving received intelligence that Greene had halted in a flrong pofition 
behind Bulb river, at about fixteen miles diftance, and that he was 
likewife ftill incumbered with fome waggons and baggage, that adtive 
commander put his fatigued troops again in motion, and crofled the 
Saluda on the following night in his purfult, every kind of baggage, 
even the men’s packs, being left behind at Ninety Six. Greene was, 
however, fo well acquainted now with the charader of his enemy, 
and fo well guarded againft' furprife, that the Bfitilh troops had fcarcely 
palfed the Saluda, when he moved with the greatefl: expedition from 
Lord Raw- Bulh river. Lord Rawdon purfued him with the utmoft rapidity, and 
Gr^e^rto re- arrived at the fords of the Ennoree, forty miles from Ninety Six, 
within two hours of the time that Greene’s army had pafled them. 
The troops were fo fpent with fatigue, and overcome by the heat, that 
it was impoliible to do more ; but Greene was fo apprehenfive of his 
enemies, that he continued his retreat, or rather flight, without 
ceafing, until he had pafled both the Tyger and the Broad rivers. 

The American account was publilhed by order of Congrefs in the 
following extrad of a letter from Major-general Greene, dated at Lit- 
tle river, near Ninety Six, June 20, 1781 ; 




IN my laft letter of the pthi, 1 informed your excellency, that the 
fead teedived a eonfidferable reinforcement at Charles town, and 
■ c ■ that 
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that I was apprehenfive they would roarch and interrupt our operations, appendix. 
On the nth I got intelligence they were advancing ; 1 immediately 
advanced all the cavalry, with orders to General Sumpter to colled all 
the force he could, and keep in their front, and by every means in his 
power to retard their march. The enemy pafled him at Congaree be- 
fore he got his troops in motion ; afterwards he found it impradicable 
to gain their front. It was my intention to have fought them before 
they arrived at Ninety Six, could I have coUeded a force fufficieut fo* 
the purpofc. 


We had puffied on our approaches very near to the enemy’s work ; 
our third parallel was formed round their abbatis ; a mine and two ap- 
proaches were within a few feet of the ditch. Tbefe approaches were^ 
direded againd the Star fort, which dands upon the left of the town 
as we approached it from the Saluda. On the right our approaches 
were very near the enemy’s fedoubt : This was a drong dockade fort, 
with two block houfes in it. Thefe two works flanked the town, 
which is picketed in with drong pickets, a ditch round the whole, and 
a bank raifed near the height of a common parapet. Befides thele for- 
tifications, were feveral little fishes in different parts of the town;; 
and all the works communicated with each other by covered ways^ 
We had raifed feveral batteries for cannon ; one upwards- of twenty 
feet high, within one hundred and forty yards of the Star fort, to 
command the works, and a rifle battery alfo within tMrty jrards, to» 
prevent the enemy from annoying our workmen. Foar the lad ten; 
days not a man could diew his head but he was immediately fliot down 
and the firing was almod incefent day and lugbt. in this date of the 
approaches, I found the enemy fo near us, that it would.be impoffible 
to reduce the place without hazarding a dorm. This,, from the pecu- 
^ liar drength of the place, could only be warranted by the fuccefs of a. 

38* partial; 
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APPENDIX, partial aEtempt to make a lodgement on one of the curtains of the Star 
redoubt, and a vigorous pufh to carry the right-hand work. 

The difpofition was accordingly formed, and theattack made j Lieu- 
Lee, with his legion infantry, and Gaptain Kirkwood’s 
light infantry, made *the attack on the right; and Lieutenant-colonel 
Campbell, with the ill Maryland and the ift Virginia regiments, was 
to have llormcd the Star redoubt, which* is their principal work, and 
Hands upon the left ; the parapet of this work is near twelve feet high, 
and raifed with fand bags near three feet more. Lieutenant Duvall 
of the Maryland line, and Lieutenant Selden, of the Virginia dine 
led on the forlorn hope, followed by a party with hooks to pull dowi 
the fand bags, the better to enable them to make the lodgement, i 
furious cannonade preluded the attack. • On the right the enemy wert> 
driven out txf theifiworks^ hnd o«f? people ’took .poffeflion t:,Oii,the left 
nevcr was greater bravery exhibited than by the parties led on by Duval, 
and Selden ; but they were not fo fuccefsful. They entered the eiie ■ 
my’s ditch, and made every exettion to get down the fand bags, which 
from the depth of the ditch, height of the parapet, and under a gal 
ling fire, was rendered difficult. Finding the enemy defended the!' 
works with great obflinacy, and feeing but little profpeH of fucceed- 
ing without heavy lofs, I ordered the attack to be pufhcd no farther. 

The behaviour of the troops on this oceafion deferves the higheft 
commendations ; both the officers that entered the ditch were wound- 
ed, and the greater part of their men were either killed or wounded. 
1 have only to lament that fuch brave men fell in an unfuccefsful at- 
tempt. , : ' 


Captain 


; H 
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Captain Armjftrong, of the ift Maryland regiment, was killed, AfpENsix. 
and Captain Benfon, who commanded the regiment, was wounded at 
the head of the trenches. In both attacks we had upwards of forty 
men killed and wounded ; the lofs was principally at the Star fort and 
in the enemy’s ditch, the other parties being all upder cover. The at- 
tack was continued three quarters of an hour, the enemy were 

greatly expofed to the fire of the rifle battery and ardlley ; they muft 
have fufiered greatly. Our artillery was well ferved, and I believe did 
great execution. 


The troops have undergone incredible hardfliips during the fliege ; 
and though the iffue was not fuccefsful, I hope their exertions will 
merit the approbation of Congrefs. 


We continued the flege until the enemy got within a few miles of 
US, having previoufly fent oiF all our flek, wounded, and fpare ftores. 

Enclosed is a lift of our killed and wounded during the flege. 


Return of the killed^ wounded, and miffing, during ihe fege of Ninety Shy 

in South Carolina, 


VIRGINIA brigade. Killed, 41 ; wounded, 33 ; miflang, 16.— 
Maryland brigade. Killed, 12; wounded, 24; miffing, 3.-— Light 
infantry. Killed, i ; wounded, 9; miffing, i.- — Legion infantry. 
Killed, 2 ; wounded, 2.— -Virginia militia. Killed, i ; wounded, 2.-— 
Total. Killed, 57; wounded, 70; miffing, 20.— -Captain Armftrong^ 
of the Maryland line, killed; Captain Benfon and Lieutenant Duvall 
wounded. Captain Bentley, of the Virginia line, prifoner; Lieute- 
■ 2 :» Hants 
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AppsHDix. nants Evans, Miller, and Selden, wounded. Colonel Kofcuilzko, 
chief engineer, was flightly wounded. 

O. H. W ILL I A M S, 
Deputy adjutant general. 

• ’ 

jiP^lilhed by order of Congrefs. 

Charles Thompson, Sec. 


(17.) THE Britilh commander found it neceffary to abandon the 
Ninety Six' poft of Ninety Six ; but as he would not omit any mark of attention 
to the loyalifts of that country, much lefs have it imagined that they 
were abandoned, he ordered that the principals fhould be convened, 
and propofals made to them : That if they would keep together, and 
undertake the defence of the diftriff againft their o^n difal&^d inha- 
bitants, a fmall party fliould be left to keep them in countenance, 
with the farther encouragement, that detachments from the Congarees 
fhould at all times be fent to their fupport, equivalent to any force 
which Greene might difpatch to invade their territory ; and that, on 
the other hand, care fhould be taken to provide for the removal of fuch 
families as fhould prefer to be fixed upon the abandoned plantations 
w'ithin the new frontier, which was n^ intended to be eflabllfhed. 
The refult was, that the loyalifts determined, for the fecurity and pre- 
fervation of their families, to bring them away under the protection of 
the army ; with the farther view, when they were fettled within the 
affigned limits, that the men fhould be embodied, in order to make in- 
curfions into the difaffeCted fettiements. 


(17.) Vide Anauai page 94, year 1781. 


As 


! 
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As Lord Rawdon’s impatience to profeCute the hufinefs of the cam- appendix. 

■ ■ 

paign would not admit of his waiting for this determination, he left 
Colonel Cruger behind with much the greater part of his force, for 
the purpofe of carrying it into execution, while he marched himfelf, 
with eight hundred infantry and fixty horfe, for the Congarees. 


i He had previoufly written, when on his way to Ninety Six, to Co- 

lonel Balfour, Rating the expediency of fending a ftrong corps from 
Charles town to Orangeburgh, as a provifion again ft any finifter event 
that might poffibly happen. Upon Balfour’s application to Colonel 
Gould, he immediately granted a battalion of bis corps for thatpur- 
pofe; and Lord Rawdon, before his departure from Ninety Six, had, 
in confequence, received advice from the commandant of Charles 
town, not only of Gould’s compliance, but that the 3d regiment was 
under orders to arrive at Orangeburgh by a fpecified day, and there to 
wait his inftruftions ; and, as if it were to remove every poffibility of 
doubt, he received a fucceeding letter from Colonel Stuart, who com- 
manded that regiment, with information that he was already confide- 
rably advanced on his way to Orangeburgh, ^This information, and 
a full confidence in the expefled fupport, were the grounds upon 
which Lord Rawdon founded his immediate plan of operation, and 
were particularly the caufe of his leaving fo great a part of his force 
behind, and advancing with rather an unequal corps to the Congarees. 
In the fame perfuafion he difpatched a number of meflengers by diffe- 
rent routes to meet Colonel Stuart at Orangeburgh, and appointing 
f their jundlion at the Congarees on the 3d of July. 

(18.) Through fome error or mifapprehenfion, which has not been 
: explained, Colonel Stuart was not only ftopped on his march by orders 

(i8.) Vide Annual Regifier, page 95, year 1781. 

3 
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Ai.st»i.«. from_Charles town, but was fo &r recalled, that he fell back to Dor- 
chefter on his return to that place. It may be obferved, that the a- 
peaation and apprehenfion of a French Heet and army on the coaft, «i 
order to co-operate with Greene, and to put a final end to the war m 
that quarter, by the reduaion of Charles town, had a great influence 
on the operations of this campaign, and on the condua and move- 
ments of the commanders bn both fides ; it may not, therefore, be 
unreafenable to fuppofe, that this apprehenfion, perhaps revived by 
fome new report, occafioned the recall of Colonel Stuart. But how- 
ever that may be, it certainly was a meafure which, under other cir- 
cumftances, might have proved fatal in the event to Lord Rawdsn, 
and which was attended with no fmall danger even in the prefent 

inflance. 

. Gkeene had early information of the ftate of force in which the 
Britifli commander marched from Ninety Six, and had the fortune 
likewife to intercept a letter from Colonel Stuart, fignifying the change 
that had been made in his inftruaions, and the confequent impoffibi- 
llty of meeting him at the time and place appointed. Thefe citcum.- 
ftancea led him to the defign of furrounding Lord Rawdon fo effec- 
tually, that he could not extricate himfelf, while he continued lin- 
gering in the vain expcflation of a reinforcement which was not to. 

arrive* 

Lord Rawdon, by forced marches, in order^ to furprize a body of 
militia, of which he had received fome intelligence,, arrived at the 
Congatees on the ift of July, two days before the appointed time; a 
rapidity of movement which probably had no foiall effed upon .the 
iffne of Greene’s, fcheme.. He feon difcovered that the enemy’s light 
troops were m the neighbourhood, and took the neceffary precautions 
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Oft that account; but his cavalry, regardlefs of exp refs orders to the apbendix. 
contrary, went out by themfelves to forage on the morning of the 
very day upon which Colonel Stuart was expedled : They were foon 
furrounded by Lee’s legion ; and two officers, with forty dragoons, 
and their horfes, were all taken without a blow. This, which in. 
other clrcumftances would not have been much thought of, was, ia - 
the prefen t, a moft grievous ftroke ; and more particularly fo, as the 
means of procuring intelligence in this crifis of fo much danger was 
thereby cut off almoft entirely. This lofs, with the unexpedled allem^ 
blage of the enemy, which had already been difeovered in the neigh* 
bourhood, and the unexpedled failure on Stuart’s fide, happily laidi 
open at once to Lord Rawdon, all the danger of his own fituation ; 

He accordingly determined inffantly to begin his march . towards-' 
Orangeburgh, and to meet, or find Stuart wherever he was. 


The route lay acrofs Cougaree creek, at'dbout- three- nsiles 'diftance ; ; 
4 broaff piece of water, in moft parts ‘dee]>,.i.nd. enclofed by' difficult- 
banks. Colonel Lee, who had been appointed to the guard of this 
paffage, having deffroyed the bridge, and ■ felled trees to render the 
ford impraSlcable, had then poffed hknfelf behind the- creek, .with a * 
Gonfiderahle body of cavalry^ and fome infantry of his legion. The . 
intenfe heat of the fun about- noon,- which Teemed almoft to difable 
every fort of motion, and in every-ijpecies of animal, had thrown the^ 
Americans off their guard ; and the unexpefired arrival of the Britifo 
forces in that critical • period, ferved much to facUitate the paffage. 
After the exchange of only a few ineffedluai foots, a body of infantry.- 
were thrown over, who having difperfed the enemy without trouble, ■ 
foe troops foon cleared , the fords, and paffbd thenv without inter* • 
ruption. 


Lord 
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LoRDRawdon was joined on the day after his arrival at Orange- 
burgh by Colonel Stuart, with his own regiment ; but was greatly 
at finding that he was unaccompanied by a body of 
■cavalry which had been promifed, and which were fo partieularly 
wanted. At the fame time advice was received, that Greene had paffed 
the Gongaree, and was in full march to attack the Britifh army. That . 
commander having miffed what he little lefs than confidered as a cer- 
tain prey, had colleaed all the force which the country afforded, and 

feemed determined, before they were farther ffrengthened, to try his 
fortune in the field : He accordingly, on the loth of July, led his 
army within four miles of the Britifh camp, and in the evening, at the 

head of his cavalry, clofelyreconnoitered their pofition. As their fitu- 
ation had but little of ftrength in it, excepting that the winding of the 
river which lay in their rear would in fome meafLire remedy the total 
want of cavalry, by ferving as a cover to their flanks, and reducing 
the enemy to a direct attack. Lord Rawdon flattered himfelf, that 
Greene’s fuperiority of numbers, would in the morning have tempted 
him fo the trial. 


While the Britifh forces were impatient for the wifhed event, 
their difpofition and countenance had produced a direft contrary effed ; 
for Greene had abandoned his camp, and retired with fuch precipita- 
tion in the night, and his movement was fo long and effedually co- 
vered by his numerous light troops, that he fecured his paffage back 
acrofs the Congaree before Lord Rawdon had received notice or his re- 
treat. An unfuccefsful attempt made by Sumpter, Lee, and Marion, 

upon the 19th regiment, at Monk’s corner, along with this retreat of 
Greene, -clofed the campaign in South Carolina.; the intemperatenefs 
of the -climate, for a feafon, overcoming the violence of man, Greene 

heing Joined by Marion and the reft, took poft on the high hills of 
.. J , r. - ■ . Santee, 
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Santee, to the eaffcward of that river. The Santee, the Copgaree, and APPEwDix.. 
the Edifto, were the eflablifhed boundaries on the Brltifli fide. 


(19.) It is impoflible to do juffice to the fpirit, patience, and ihvih- 
clble fortitude, difplayed by the commanders, officers, and foldiersv 
during thefe dreadful campaigns in the two Carolinas. They had not 
only to contend with men, and thefe by no means deficient in bra- 
very and enterprize, but they encountered and furmounted difficulties, 
and fatigues from the climate and- the country, which would appear 
infuperable in theory, and almofi: incredible in the relation. They 
difplayed military, and,, we may add,, moral virtues, far above alb 
praife. During renewed fucceffions of forced marches, under the rage 
of a burning fun, and in a climate, at thatfeafon, peculiarly inimical- 
toman, they were frequently, when finking under, the mofi: exceffive 
latigue, not only defiitute of every comfort, but almoft of every ne— 
ceflary which feems. eflential to his exiftence. During the greater 
part of the time, they were totally deftitute of bread, and the country 
aflbrded no vegetables for a fubftitute. Salt at length failed ; and 
their only refourees were water, and the wild cattle which they found 
in the woods. Above fifty men, in this lafl: expedition, funk under' 
the vigour of their exertions, and periffied through, mere fatigue. We - 
muft. not, however, confine the praife entirely to the Britiffi troops,, 
as a detachment of Heffians, which, had been lent upon the occafion 
by General de Bofe, defervedly came in for their proper ffiare. . The 
fame jufiice requires, that the Americans fhou Id not be deprived of/ 
their ffiare of this fatal glory. They had the fame difficulties to en-- 
counter, Joined to a' fortune in the field generally adverfe : Yet, on . 
the whole,, the campaign terminated in their favour; General Greene 



( 1 9.) Vi<le Anmial Regifter, , page 97^ -year 1781.. 
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having recwered the far greater part of Georgia and of the two Garo- 

linas. 

The two following letters wiU explain the operations in South 
Carolina to the middle of September, and elofe this appendix. 


Extmli of a kmrfrom Ueutenant-eolonel Stewart to Earl Cornwallis, 
datedEutaw, September_^, 1781. 

(20.) WITH particular fatisfaSion I have the honour to inform 
your iordfliip, that on the 8th inftant I was attacked by the rebel 
General Greene, with aU the force he could colUa in this province 
and North Carolina, and after an obftinate engagement, which lafted 
neat two hours, I totally defeated him, and took two fix-pounders. 


Soon after I had the honour of writing your Iordfliip from Thomp- 
fon’s, I received information of Greene’s having moved with the rebel 
army towards Camden, and oroffed the Wateree near that place, and. 
from the bell intelligence I could colleft, was on his march to Friday’s 
ferry, on the Congarees. 


The army under my command being much in want of neceffaries, 
and there being at the fame time a convoy with' provifions on the 
march from Charles town, which would have neceffarily obliged me 
to make a detachment of, at leaft, four hundred men (which at that 
time Lcould ill afford, the army being much weakened by ficknefs) 
ito meet the convoy at Martin’s, fifty-fix miles, from the camp : The 

.(20.) Vide RemeinbraHcer, page 152, iftpart, year 1782, 
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dltoice being fo great, a fmaller efcort was liable to fail by the ene-^ppaNst®,’ 
my’s cavalry, which are very numerous. 

' 1 THEREFORE thouglit it advifeable to retire by flow marches to tlie 
Eutaws, where I might have an opportunity of receiving ray fupplies, 
and difencumber myfelf from the fick, without rilking my efcorts, or 
fuffer rayfelf to be attacked at a difadvantage, fhould the enemy have 
crofled the Congarce. 

Notwithstanding every exertion being made to gain inteiligence 
of the enemy’s fituation, they rendered it impolRble, by way-laying 
the bye paths and pafles through the different fwamps ; and even de- 
tained different flags of truce which I had fent on public bufinefs on 
both fides. 

About fix o’clock in the morning I received intelligence by two 
-deferters, who left General Greene’s camp the preceding evening, 
about feven miles from this place ; and from their report, the rebel 
army confifted of near four thoufand men, with a numerous body of 
cavalry, and four pieces of cannon. 


In the mean time I received information by Major Coffin, whom I 
had previoufly detached with one hundred and forty infantry and fifty 
cavalry, in order to gain intelligence of the enemy, that they appeared 
in force in his front, then about four miles from my camp. 

Finding the enemy in force fo near me, I determined to fight them, Aaionat 
as from their numerous cavalry, feemed to me to be attended with 
dangerous confequences. 1 immediately formed the line of battle, 

3 , with 
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APPENDIX, with the right of the ^ a to EutaW branch, and its left croffiiig the 
road leading to Roache’s plantation, leaving a corps on a commanding 
fituation to cover the Charles-town road, and to aOi- occafionally as a 
reftrve. Abont nine o’clock the aftion began on the right, and fbon 

Knowing that the enemy were much fuperior in numbers, and at 
the fame time findin that they attacked with their militia in front, 
induced me not to alter my pofition, unlefs I faw a certain advantage 
to be gained by it ; for by moving forwards, I expofed both flanks of 
the army to the enemy’s cavalry, which 1 faw ready formed to take 
that advantage, particularly on the left, which obliged me to move 
the refer veto fupport if* 

By an unknown miftake^ the* left of the line advanced, and drove 
their militia and North Carolinians before them ; but unexpeftedly 
finding the Virginian and Maryland lines- ready formed, and at the 
fame time receiving a heavy fire, occafioned fome confufion : It was 
therefore neceffary to retire a Little diftance to an open field, in order to 
form, which was inftantly done, under cover of a heavy well-direfted 
fire from a detachment of New-York volunteers, under command of 
Major Sheridan, whom I had previoufly ordered to take poft in the 
houfe, to check the enemy,: fhould they attempt to pafs it. 


The afkion was renewed with great fpirit ; but I was forty to find 
that a three-pounder, polled on the road leading to Roache s, had been 
difabled, and could not be brought off when the left of the line re- 
tired. , 
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The right wing of the army being compofed of the battalion, appe^^ 
under the command of Major Majoribanks, having repulfed and drove 
every thing that attacked them, made a rapid move to their left, and 
attacked the enemy in flank : Upon which they gave way in all quar- 
ters, leaving behind them two brafs fix-pounders, and upwards of two 
hundred killed on the field of action, and fixty taken prifoners, amongfl: 
which is Golonel Waftiington, and from every information, about eight 
hundred wounded, although they contrived to carry them off during 
the adion. The enemy retired with great precipitation to a ftrong 
fituation, about feven miles from the field of a£tion, leaving their ca- 
valry to cover their retreat. The glory of the day w’ould have been 
more complete, had not the want of cavalry prevented me from taking 
the advantage which the gallantry of ray infantry threw in my way. 

I omitted to inform your lordfhip, in its proper place, of the army’s 
having for fome time been much in want of bread, there being no old 
corn or mills near me : I was therefore under the neceffity of fending 
out rooting parties from each corps, under an officer, to collet ‘pota- 
toes, every morning at daybreak ; and unfortunately, that of the flank 
battalion and buffs having gone too far in front, fell into the enemy’s 
hands before the adtion began, which not only weakened my line, but 
increafed their number of prifoners. 


Since the adlion, our time has been employed in taking care of the 
Avouuded ; and finding that the enemy have no intention to make a 
fecond attack, I have determined to cover the wounded as far as 
Monk’s corner with the army. i 

My particular thanks are due to Lieutenant-colonel Cruger, who 
commanded the front line, for his condudt and gallantry during the 
adliou \ and Lieutenant-colonel Allen, Majors Dawfon, Stewart, Slie- 
I ridan. 


fiSS 


{ 


CAMPAIGNS OP 1780 AND 1781 IN 

appitjdx*. ri^an, and Coffia, and to Captains Kelly and Campbell, conanaandui^^ 

the different corps and detachments; and every other ofScer and fol- 

dier fulfilled the feparate duties of their fiations with great gallantry ; 

But to Major Majoribanks, and the flank battalion under his command, 
l th\nk the honour of the day is. greatly due. My warmeft praife is 
due to Captain Barry, deputy adjutant general. Major-brigade Coxon, 
Lieutenant Ranken, affiflant quarter-mafter general, and to ading 

during the day. 

I HOI.B, my lord,, when it is confidered fuch a handfol of men, at- 
i tecked by the united force of Generals Greene, Sumpter, Marion, 

C Sumner, and Pickens, and the fegions-of Colonels Lee and Wafhing- 

\ ton, driving them from the field of battle, .and taking the only two 

: fix-pounders they had, defervc fame merit. 

■ Inclosed is the returns of tdie kUled, wounded, and mifling of His . 

;i Majefty’s troops. From the number of corps and detachments whieh 

appear to have been engaged, it may be fuppoled our force is great t; 
I but your lordfhip will pleafb to obfbrve, that the army was much re* 

I duced by ficknefs and other wife. I- hope your lordfhip will excufe 

I any inaccuracy that may be in this letter, as I have been a good deal 

I iiidifpofed by a wound which I received in my left elbow,- which,. 

I though flight,- from its fituation is troubleforae. It will give me moft 

I fingular pleafure, if my condua meets with the approbation of His 

li Majefty, that of your lordfhip, and my country . 


\ 

■ 
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SOUTHERN PROVINCES OP NORTH AMERICA. 

■tt 

Return of killed y wounded^ and miffing. 

THREE commiffioned officers, 6 ferjeants, i drummer, 75 rank 
and file, killed; 16 commiffioned officers, zo ferjeants, 2 drummers, 
313 rank and file, wounded ; 10 commiffioned officers, 15 ferjeants, 8 
drummers, 324 rank and file, miffing. 


Copjy of a letter from General Greene to the Prefdent of Congrefs, from bh 
head quarters, at Martm tavern, near Fergufon's fwamp, in South 
Carolina, Sept, \i, 

(21.) IN rrify difpatches of the 25th of Auguft, I informed your 
excellency, that we were on the march to Friday’s ferry, with the in- 
tent of forming a junftlon with the troops of the ftate and a corps of 
militia that were there affembled, and to attack the Englifh army, en>i 
camped near M'Leod’a ferry. 

On the 27th, upon our arrival there, I received advice that the 
enemy had retired. We paffed the river at Howell’s ferry, and our 
firft poft was Mpthe’s plantation, where I learnt that the enemy had 
flopped at Eutaw’s fpringj, about forty miles fl*om us, . where they had 
received a. reinforcement, and they prepared , to eftablifh a poft there.- 
To diflodge them, I determined to hazard an engagement, although; 
we were confiderably inferior in number. 

Ws began to march on the 5th of September; and. we advanced by 
fmall, marches, as well to dlfguife our intention, as, to give .time . to ' 


(ai.) ;Vide Remembrancer, page 175, ili part, .1781. 
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iPPEKi,.,. General Marioii, who had been detached, to rejoin ns ; fo that it was 

the yth wfeii we came to Bendell’s plantations, withm feventeeii miles -( 

^ -of the enemy. ■ j 

■'/ 'b ■' ■■ . ■ ■ •• ' ■ "> 

We marched to attack the enemy at four o’clock in the 

the 8th. Our front Hue was compofed of four fmall battalions of 
railiria, two of North and two of South Carolina ; our fecond line 
conlifted of three fixiall brigades of continental troops, one of North 
Carolina, .one of Virginia, and one of Maryland ; Lieutenant-colonel 
Lee, with his legion, covered our right flank ; and Lieutenant-colonel 
Henderfon, with the Hate troops, our left. Lieutenant-colonel Wafli- 
ington, with his cavalry and the Delaware troops, formed the body of 

referve. Two three-pounders were in the front of our line, and two 

fix-pounders with the fecond line. and the Hate troops 

formed our advanced guardy and were to retreat on our flanks when ) 

the enemy foould form. We marched in this order to the attack. The 

legion and Hate troops met with a part of the enemy’s horfe and foot, .1 
about four miles from their camp, and put them to flight with fixed 

bayonets, having killed and wounded many. As we thought this was i 

the van of the enemy, our firft line was ordered to form, and the | 

legion and ftate troo ' 

adion to Euiaw fprings, the whole country is covered with wood. ^ 

The firing began at three miles from the Englhh camp. The mihtia 
advanced firing, and the advanced polls of the enemy were routed. 

The fire redoubled; our officers behaved with the greateft bravery, | 
and the militia gained much honour by their firmnefs ; But the fire of 
the enemy, who continued to advance, being foperior to our s, t .e 
militia were obliged to retreat. 

I 
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The Carolina brigade, under General Sumner, were ordered to- fup- appendix, 
port them, and, though not above three months raifed, behaved nobly. 

In this moment of aftion, the Virginians, under Colonel Campbell, 
and the Marylanders, under Colonel Williams, advanced in the face 
of the enemy’s fire; a terrible cannonade, and a Ihower of bullets, 
overturned all that prefented, and the enemy were put to the rout. 


Lieutenant-colonel Lee turned his left flank to the enemy, and 
charged them in the rear, while the troops of Maryland and Virginia 
charged them in the front. Colonel Hamptonji who commanded the 
troops of the ftate, charged one part, of whom he made one hundred 
prifoners. Colonel Walhington advanced with a corps de referve upon 
the left, where the enemy appeared to prepare again to make refif- 
tance, and charged them fo impetuoufly with his cavalry, and a body 
of infantry, that they had not time to rally. 

We continued to purfue the enemy, after having broken them» 
until we attained their camp. A great number of prifoners fell into 
our hands, and fome hundreds of fugitives efcaped towards Charles 
town : But a party having got into a brick houfe, three ftories high, 
and others took poft in a pallifadoed garden, their rear being covered 
by fprings and hollow ways, the enemy renewed the fight. Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Walhington did his utmofl: to diflodge them from a 
thick wood, but found it impofiible ; his horfe was killed under him, ; 
and himfelf wounded, and taken prlfoner. Four cannon were advanced i 
againfl: the houfe, but the fire from it was fo brilk, that it was im- 
poffible to force it, or even to bring on the cannon, when the troops 
were ordered to retreat, and the greateft part of the officers and men . 
who ferved thofe cannon were either killed or wounded. 

3 'U a • 'Wash-' 
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Washington having failed in bis attack on the left, the legion 
could not fucceed on the right ; and feeing our foot roughly handled 
by the enemy’s fire, and our ammunition almoft expended, I thought 
it roy duty to (belter them from the fire from the houfe, being per- 
fuaded that the enemy could not maintain their polls but a few hours, 
and that we fliould have better play on their retreat, than to obfti- 
natelypetfift in dittodging them, which would expofe us to a confi- 

derable lofs. 


We CGlleaed all our wounded, except thofe who were too forward 
under the fire of the houfe, and we returned to the bank, which we 
occupied in the morning, not finding water any where nearer, and 
our troops having great need of refrefhment, after a fight which had 
continued four hours. I left upon the field of battle a ftrong picket. 


I SHALL fend Colonel Lee and General Marion early to-morrow 
morning between Eutaw’s and Charles town, to prevent the reinforce- 
ments which may come to fuccour the enemy, or to retard their march, 
if they attempt to retreat, and give room to the army to attack their 
rear guard, and complete our fuccefs. We loft two pieces of artillery 
to the enemy, and we have taken one of theirs. 


The night of the 9th the enemy retired, leaving more than feventy 
of their wounded behind them, and more than a thoufand arms, which 
they had broken and concealed in the fprings of the Eutaw’s ; they 
ftavedjtwenty or thirty barrels of rum, and deftroyed a large quantity 

of provifions, which .they could not .carry with them. 


We purfued them as fosn as we had notice of their retreat, but they 

joined Major M‘ Arthur, General Marion and Colonel Lee not having 
, troops 
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troops enough to hinder them. At our approach ^hey retired to apmudix; 
Charles town. We took five hundred prifbners, including the wounded 
they had left behind ; and I reckon they had not lefs than fix hundred 
killed and wounded. The fugitives Ipread fuch an alarm, that the 
enemy burnt their provifions at Dorchefter, and quitted their poll at 
Fair lawn. A great number of negroes and others have been em- 
ployed to throw down trees acrofs the roads at fome miles from Charles 
town. Nothing but the brick houle, and their ftrong poft at Eutaw’s, 
hindered the remains of the Britim army from falling into our hands. 


We have purfued them to the Eutaw’s, but could not overtake 
them. We ihall reft here one or two days, and then retake our old 
pofition near the heights of Santee. 


I THINK I owe the vi6:ory which I have gained to the brilk ufe the 
Virginians and Marylanders, and one party of the infantry, made of 
the bayonet. I cannot forbear praifing the condudl and courage of all 
my troops. 

(Signed) NATH. GREENE. 


State of the continental troops, 

KILLED. 1 lieutenant colonel, 6 captains, 5 fubalterns, 4 fer- 
jeants, 98 rank and file. — Wounded. 2 lieutenant colonels, 7 cap- 
tains, 20 lieutenants, 24 ferjeants, 209 rank and file. — Total, 408 
men. 





campaigns 01F lyio AKP 1781, &C. 



continental troop of tie fate and mMtia. 


killed 

Wounded. 3 
01 foldiers.-^J 


Total of the killed, wounded, aiwl miffing, of the contmental 
troops of the ftate and militia, 554 


Publiflied by order of Congrefs, 

CHARLES THOMPSON 
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